In Defense of Knowledge
· knowledge -

1. A clear and certain perception of that which exists, or of truth and fact; the perception of the connection and agreement, or disagreement and repugnancy of our ideas.
2. Learning; illumination of mind.  [See Alma 32:28.]
3. Skill; as a knowledge of seamanship. (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
Joseph Smith - Some people say I am a fallen Prophet, because I do not bring forth more of the word of the Lord, Why do I not do it? Are we able to receive it?  No! Not one in this room.  (History of The Church, v. 4, p. 478.  The scribe, Wilford Woodruff, went on to record: “He then chastened the congregation for their wickedness and unbelief …”)
Isn’t Lots of Gospel Knowledge Dangerous?

2 Nephi 9:29 - But to be learned is good if they hearken unto the counsels of God.  (We commonly read this sentence “knowledge is good if …”  but the passage is a direct translation from Jacob’s language, which was probably normal Hebrew at that point, into English.  The word knowledge appears 112 times in the English Book of Mormon.  Therefore knowledge and being learned must be different.)

· learned – With learning or erudition; with skill … The knowledge of principles or facts received by instruction or study; acquired knowledge or ideas in any branch of science or literature; erudition; literature; science.
(In 2 Nephi 9:29 it sounds like knowledge is not the problem; it is the ego that sometimes accompanies university degrees and distinction in a particular field.)

D&C 88:118 - …. Seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning … (Also in D&C 90:15, 109:7, 109:14.  Thus four times in the D&C we are commanded to seek learning.  We should remember that 2 Nephi:9:29 says that learning is good.  In our culture of totally awesome extremes, “good” is not a strong enough endorsement.) 

Paired with Wisdom and Other Spiritual Gifts

Colossians 2:3 - In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

· wisdom – The right use or exercise of knowledge. (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
Neal A. Maxwell - The mere accumulation of knowledge without purpose and of information without wisdom constitutes ever learning but never coming to a knowledge of the truth. (See 2 Tim. 3:7.) (Ensign, May 1983, p. 10.)
Neal A. Maxwell - Knowledge is intended to travel in a convoy of other Christian virtues.  It does not have final meaning by itself. ("The Inexhaustible Gospel," p. 141.  In other words, knowledge coupled with humility, obedience and true wisdom is a winning combination.)
Neal A. Maxwell - Knowledge, if possessed for its own sake and unapplied, leaves one's life unadorned.  A Church member, for instance, might describe the Lord's doctrines but not qualify to enter the Lord's house.  One could produce much brilliant commentary without being exemplary. One might be intellectually brilliant but Bohemian in behavior. ("The Inexhaustible Gospel," p. 141.  A myth is that learning a lot can cause a person to leave the Church.  It is false because knowledge is not the fault; it is knowledge without other gifts such as wisdom, testimony and obedience.  Other gifts used alone are equally fruitless: even obedience if done alone can results in everything from Nazi prison guards to Pharisees.  To the obedient but unwise the Lord will say “I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity” – 3 Nephi 14:23.)

1 Corinthians 12:4-8 - Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit  ...  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

Moroni 10:9-10 - For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may teach the word of wisdom; And to another, that he may teach the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
2 Nephi 9:28 - O that cunning plan of the evil one!  O the vainness, and the frailties, and the foolishness of men! When they are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves, wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not. And they shall perish.  (Notice that Jacob does not distinguish between members and non-members in those “supposing they know of themselves”.)
“You Don’t Need to Be a Scriptorian”
Ensign - Some [senior] couples have a great misconception that missionaries must be doctrinarians, scriptorians, and proselyters and have missionary experience.”  (“Couple Missionaries: ‘Too Wonderful for Me’,” Ensign, Sep 1998, p. 15. Here couples are reassured of their worth and need.  However the wording has a slight edge against gospel learning.  A better phrasing might be “… must be experts in doctrine and scripture.”  The word scriptorian does not exist in scripture or in the dictionary at m-w.com, nor does it pass spell-check in Microsoft Word.  The word doctrinarian does exist but in the Ensign quote it is not used correctly.  The definition is: “A person inflexibly attached to a practice or theory without regard to its practicality.” [Answers.com]. The word “proselyter” also does not exist.)
Stephen E. Robinson - It has been my experience that whenever people discuss the scriptures using non-scriptural terms, they usually get into trouble… (Following Christ: The Parable of the Divers and More Good News, p. 147)  
Hugh W. Pinnock - In a lifetime, each member can become a spiritual scriptorian instead of remaining a scriptural simpleton.”  (“Learning Our Father’s Will,” Ensign, Nov 1984, p. 73.  Simpleton is not scriptural but chastising someone as “simple” is.  See Proverbs 1:22.)
Brigham Young - There are a great many branches of education:  but our favorite study is that branch which belongs particularly to the Elders of Israel ‑ namely, theology.  Every Elder should become a profound theologian ‑ should understand this branch better than all the world." (Journal of Discourses, v. 6, p. 317)
Joseph Smith - There are a great many wise men and women too in our midst who are too wise to be taught; therefore they must die in their ignorance, and in the resurrection they will find their mistake.  Many seal up the door of heaven by saying, So far God may reveal and I will believe. (History of The Church, v. 5, p.  424.)
Feeling Does Not Supersede Knowledge

“It is not the knowledge [that institute students] gain but what they feel that matters.” (From an agenda for an institute faculty meeting, 4 Jan. 2008.  Feel in this context refers to experiencing the Holy Spirit; and the author places it in opposition to knowledge.)
Joseph Smith - No man can receive the Holy Ghost without receiving revelations.  The Holy Ghost is a revelator.”  (Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 132)   

· reveal – To disclose; to discover; to show; to make known something before unknown or concealed; as, to reveal secrets.  (Noah Webster’s 1828 American Dictionary)
Ask and ye shall receive.  (This concept appears approximately one hundred times in the Doctrine and Covenants.  Many of these are requests for knowledge, and the volume itself consists mainly of the Lord’s responses to specific questions.)
Alma 17:2-3 - .… And they had waxed strong in the knowledge of the truth; for they were men of a sound understanding and they had searched the scriptures diligently, that they might know the word of God.

But this is not all; they had given themselves to much prayer, and fasting; therefore they had the spirit of prophecy, and the spirit of revelation, and when they taught, they taught with power and authority of God.  (Alma 17:2-3. A definition of authority is “credibility” - 1828 Webster’s Dictionary.  A comment from an institute student: “… Very few [people] can truly give clean, concise, factual testimonies, which can loose the feeling of truthfulness.”  LDSBC, 10/30/2011.  In the passage in Alma there is no mention of feeling.)
Testimony Is Not a Substitute for Knowledge
Joseph F. Smith - There is no such thing as testimony in place of knowledge.  [A testimony] is not to be voiced merely to 'fill up time' in a public meeting; far less to excuse or disguise the speaker's poverty of thought or ignorance of the truth he is called to expound.  [And no matter how] eloquently phrased or beautifully expressed, [it] is no fit substitute for the needed discourse of instruction and counsel expected in a general gathering of the people.  The man who professes a testimony, and who assumes that his testimony embraces all the knowledge he needs, and who therefore lives in indolence and ignorance shall surely discover his error to his own cost and loss ... Of those who speak in his name, the Lord requires humility, not ignorance." (Gospel Doctrine, p. 206)
· indolence - habitual laziness; sloth.”  (Answers.com, “indolence”)  
Jeffrey R. Holland - All members of the Church need to deepen their doctrinal understanding of the gospel and thereby strengthen their testimonies.  (“Major Curriculum Changes in Priesthood and Relief Society,” Ensign, Dec. 1997, p. 7.)

Neal A. Maxwell - … Gaining knowledge and becoming more Christlike “are two aspects of a single process.”  , quoting C. Terry Warner in Encyclopedia of Mormonism, v. 4, p. 1490.)
Neal A. Maxwell - This process is part of being "valiant" in our testimony of Jesus. Thus, while we are saved no faster than we gain a certain type of knowledge, it is also the case, as Richard Bushman has observed, that we will gain knowledge no faster than we are saved (Teachings, p. 217).  So we have a fundamentally different understanding of knowledge and truth – behaving and knowing are inseparably linked.

So defined, the gospel is inexhaustible because there is not only so much to know, but also so much to become! The vital truths are not merely accumulated in the mind but are expressed in life as well.  (“The Inexhaustible Gospel”, Ensign, Apr. 1993.)
Robert J. Matthews - President Hugh B. Brown once observed:  "I am impressed with the testimony of a man who can stand and say he knows the gospel is true.  What I would like to ask is 'But, sir, do you know the gospel?' . . . Mere testimony can be gained with but perfunctory knowledge of the Church and its teachings … But to retain a testimony, to be of service in building the Lord's kingdom, requires a serious study of the gospel and knowing what it is."  ("Using the Scriptures," 1981 Brigham Young University Fireside and Devotional Speeches, p. 124.)
Studying Knowledge and Faith
D&C 88:118  - And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom, seek learning even by study and also by faith; (Same statement is in 109:7.  Note that it says “study and faith”, not “study or faith”.)
Robert L. Millet - It is worth considering the words of a revelation given in Kirtland, Ohio.  Having encouraged the Saints to call a solemn assembly, the Lord continued: "And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith.”  (D&C 88:118)  We note that the counsel to seek learning out of the best books is prefaced by the negative clause, "And as all have not faith .  …”  One wonders whether the Master did not intend something like the following: Since all do not have sufficient faith--that is, according to Elder B. H.  Roberts, since they have not "matured in their religious convictions" to learn by any other means (cited by Harold B. Lee in Conference Report, April 1968, p. 129) - then they must seek learning by study, the use of the rational processes alone.  In other words, if all did have the requisite faith, then what?

Perhaps learning by studying from the best books would then be greatly enhanced by revelation.  Honest truth seekers would learn things in this way that they could not know otherwise.  Could this be what Joseph Smith meant when he taught that "the best way to obtain truth and wisdom is not to ask it from books, but to go to God in prayer, and obtain teaching"?  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 191)  It is surely in this same context that another of the Prophet's famous yet little-understood statements finds meaning: "Could you gaze into heaven five minutes," he declared, "you would know more than you would by reading all that ever was written on the subject" of life after death.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 324)  (From his chapter in Expressions of Faith, p. 97.  Also at the BYU website, “The Leap of Faith at BYU”, Aug. 28, 1996.)  

Marion G. Romney - I believe in study, I believe that men learn much through study.  As a matter of fact, it has been my observation that they learn little concerning things as they are, as they were, or as they are to come without study.  I also believe, however, and know, that learning by study is greatly accelerated by faith.  (Learning for the Eternities, p. 72, emphasis added.)  
Council of the Twelve Apostles - To insure our faith and testimony we must continually add to our faith knowledge, to prevent us from being tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine ... We invite you to be earnest and diligent in seeking for truth that you may walk enlightened by the knowledge of the scriptures.  (Melchizedek Priesthood manual titled Approach to the Book of Mormon, 1957, preface.  The manual was written by Hugh Nibley.)
Harold B. Lee - The acquiring of knowledge by faith is no easy road to learning.  It will demand strenuous effort and continual striving by faith.  In short, learning by faith is no task for a lazy man.  Someone has said, in effect, that “such a process requires the bending of the whole soul,” the calling up from the depths of the human mind and linking the person with God.  The right connection must be formed; then only comes knowledge by faith, a kind of knowledge that goes beyond secular learning, that reaches into the realms of the unknown and makes those who follow that course great in the sight of the Lord.  (1973 BYU Speeches of the Year, p. 91.) 
Harold B. Lee - Learning by faith requires the bending of the whole soul through worthy living to become attuned to the Holy Spirit of the Lord, the calling up from the depths of one's own mental searching, and the linking of our own efforts to receive the true witness of the Spirit. (Conference Report, April 1971, p. 94.)
Childlike Understanding Is Insufficient
Gérald Caussé – … Our knowledge of God does not depend on the amount of information we accumulate.  After all, all the knowledge of the gospel which is meaningful for our salvation can be summarized in a few points of doctrine, principles, and essential commandments, which are already there in the missionary lessons we receive before baptism.  (“Even a Child Can Understand,” Ensign, Nov 2008, p. 32–34.  He also deems the missionary lessons as containing all that is “meaningful for salvation”.  Apparently the value of the standard works then is as a reiterations of what is in those lessons, likewise the insights gained from the temple.)
Boyd K. Packer - There is nothing over which I feel more deeply than the temple experience.  It seems we never stop learning its meanings.  I can remember President McKay in his advanced years, on an occasion when he stood in the temple among the Brethren and quoted the temple ceremony at great length.  Just quoted it, and explained it.  Then finally he stopped, clasped his large hands together, and stood silent for a little while.  Then he said, “Brethren, I think I am finally beginning to understand."  (Things of the Soul, p. 217.)

David O. McKay - I believe there are few, even temple ordinance workers, who comprehend the full meaning and power of the temple endowment.  Seen for what it is, it is the step-by-step ascent into the Eternal Presence.  If our young people could but glimpse it, it would be the most powerful spiritual motivation of their lives.  (Los Angeles Temple Meeting, 1952; cited in House of Glory. In other words, President McKay did not believe that our young people have even a “glimpse” of understanding of the endowment.)
Gérald Caussé - The quality of a lesson is not measured by the number of new pieces of information that you give your students.  It comes from your capacity to invite the presence of the Spirit and to motivate your students to make commitments.  It is by exercising their faith by putting into practice the lessons taught that they will increase their spiritual knowledge.  (“Even a Child Can Understand,” Ensign, Nov 2008, p. 32–34.  As with the Ensign article on senior missionaries, this author places knowledge [“pieces of information”] in opposition to testimony and obedience.   A summary line at the top of Elder Caussé’s talk states: “God … has ensured that the truths regarding God are understandable to all His children, whatever their level of education or intellectual faculty.”  The notion is false.  Small children and the mentally handicapped are not held accountable because they have mastered the “few points of doctrine” of the gospel but because the points are beyond their capacity.)
1 Corinthians 13:11 – 

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  (KJV)
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  (New International Version)
When I was a babe, as a babe I was speaking, as a babe I was thinking, as a babe I was reasoning, and when I have become a man, I have made useless the things of the babe;  (Young's Literal Translation)
1 Corinthians 14:20 – 

Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.  (KJV)
Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in your thinking be adults.  (New International Version)
Brethren, do not be children [immature] in your thinking; continue to be babes in [matters of] evil, but in your minds be mature [men].  (Amplified Bible)
· childlike - Resembling a child or that which belongs to children; becoming a child; meek; submissive; dutiful; as childlike obedience.
· childish - Belonging to a child; trifling; puerile … Pertaining to children; ignorant; silly; weak; as childish fear.  (Both are from the 1828 Websters Dictionary.)
(See “Feed My Sheep.doc” for this more on this topic including milk-meat and “isn’t the gospel simple?”)

Hebrews 5:13, New English Bible - Anyone who lives on milk, being an infant, does not know what is right.  But grown men can take solid food; their perceptions are trained by long use to discriminate between good and evil.

Isaiah 28:9 - Whom shall he teach knowledge?  and whom shall he make to understand doctrine?  them that are weaned from the milk ...
D&C 50:40 - Behold, ye are little children and ye cannot bear all things now; ye must grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.

Proverbs 1:22 - How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and the scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate knowledge? 

Joseph F. Smith - Not one of the disciples possessed sufficient light, knowledge nor wisdom, at the time of the crucifixion, for either exaltation or condemnation; for it was afterward that their minds were opened to understand the scriptures, and that they were endowed with power from on high; without which they were only children in knowledge, in comparison to what they afterwards become under the influence of the Spirit.  (Gospel Doctrine, p. 433.)
D&C 88:118 - And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith.
John Gee – Still, “as all have not faith” – and most of us either want faith or desire to help those who want it – we are commanded to “seek learning, even by study and also by faith”.  Learning is a partial substitute for and an aid to faith.  (“Some Puzzles from the Joseph Smith Papyrii”, The FARMS Review, v. 20, n. 1, 2008, p. 118)
· learning - Gaining knowledge by instruction or reading, by study, by experience or observation; acquiring skill by practice.  (1828 Websters Dictionary.  Some members of the Church try to construe learning in the gospel sense as having spiritual experiences – but not a mental exercise.  However the passage specifically states “best books”.  Studying books is not usually categorized as an “experience”.)
D&C 98:12 - For he will give unto the faithful line upon line, precept upon precept ... 
Isaiah 28:10 - For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little.

2 Nephi 28:30 - … I will give unto the children of men line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little; and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts, and lend an ear unto my counsel, for they shall learn wisdom; for unto him that receiveth I will give more; and from them that shall say, We have enough, from them shall be taken away even that which they have.
(Rather than seeking “line upon line” many of us have drawn a line as to how much more we are interested in.  We do that by defining everything beyond the simplest truths as unimportant and unessential.  We are quick to embrace Nephi’s “for I did liken all scriptures unto us”, 1 Nephi 19:23, but we are slow to exert ourselves to fully read, comprehend and appreciate the original authors.  Our “likening” becomes a molding of the scriptures to suit our own minds and comfort zones – safe that we need no more, spared from exertion, protected from challenge.)
Thomas S. Monson - [from the preface of his book Favorite Quotations]  In this book you will find more than nine hundred of my favorite quotations and poems, the result of a lifetime of collecting.
Luke 12:48 - … For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required …”
Neal A. Maxwell - Some insist on continuing to play checkers when they could play chess.  (That My Family Should Partake, p. 26-27, after quoting 2 Nephi 32:6- 7.  He also uses the phrase “knowledge-resistant souls”.)
Defending the Restored Gospel

Neal A. Maxwell - Let us be articulate, for while our defense of the kingdom may not stir all hearers, the absence of thoughtful response may cause fledglings among the faithful to falter. What we assert may not be accepted, but unasserted convictions soon become deserted convictions. (The Neal A. Maxwell Quote Book, p. 343)
Gilbert W. Scharffs - This cautionary counsel [to avoid those who would tear down our faith] should not be misconstrued to justify laziness on our part in seeking answers, or giving glib, superficial replies when someone sincerely wants to know the truth after being exposed to anti-LDS material. Church critics and enemies should not be permitted to make what Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve has sometimes called “uncontested slam dunks.”
The Church encourages gospel scholarship and the search for truth ... Latter-day Saints should be sufficiently grounded in their testimonies and knowledge of Church doctrine and history that they can answer questions in a non-contentious and informative way.  (“I Have a Question,” Ensign, Jan. 1995, 61–62.)
Henry Eyring (father of President Eyring) - Finally, perhaps a believer never does more disservice to religion than to support the truth with bad arguments.  The listener spots the obvious errors, become impatient, often “throws out the baby with the bath,” and turns away, even from true religion.

As parents and teachers, we pass on to our children and pupils our world picture.  Part of this picture is religious and part of it deals with the world around us.  If we teach our pupils some outmoded and nonessential notions that fail to hold water when the students get into their science classes at the university, we run grave risks.  When our protégés shed the bad science, they may also throw out some true religion.  The solution is to avoid telling them the world is flat too long after it has been proved round.  Don’t defend a good cause with bad arguments.  (Reflections of a Scientist, p. 102.)
Neal A. Maxwell - There is a reason for developing not only commitment but also capacity to spread and to defend the faith.  George Macdonald warned that "it is often incapacity for defending the faith they love which turns men into persecutors.”  Even those, said Lehi, who have "tasted of the fruit" (the love of God) can yet fall away into forbidden paths and be lost.  Why?  Lehi says that some believers become "ashamed because of those" who scoff at them.  Apparently the inability to defend the faith while under peer pressure may not only cost the soul of the uncertain onlooker, but the hesitant, inarticulate believer as well.  No wonder Peter was desirous that believers "be ready always" to give answers to those who ask us reasons for our faith and hope.  Austin Farrer counseled, "Though argument does not create conviction, …  the lack of it destroys belief …  what no one shows the ability to defend is quickly abandoned.  Rational argument does not create unbelief, but it maintains a climate in which belief may flourish."  (That My Family Should Partake, p. 27-28. Inarticulate -  incapable of giving coherent, clear, or effective expression to one's ideas or feelings.)
Joseph Smith - However, the Lord continued to pour out upon us His Holy Spirit, and as often as we had need, He gave us in that moment what to say; so that although unlearned and inexperienced in religious controversies, yet we were able to confound those learned priests of the day; whilst at the same time we were enabled to convince the honest in heart that we had obtained, through the mercy of God, the true and ever lasting Gospel of Jesus Christ … (History of The Church, v. 1, p. 59.  Do our classroom lessons help enable the students to confound and convince?)
Kristi R. - In verse 11 of 2 Nephi Chapter 3 and again in verse 30 of the JST, I love how the Lord says that Joseph Smith will not only bring His word unto the people; but will also convince the people of His word.  We, too, must not only give the word to people—give them a Book of Mormon and do nothing more—but we must convince the people of the Lord’s words.  We must give The Book of Mormon and then talk, teach, and discuss the contents of it with the people we give it to.  (Assignment for PoGP, emailed 11/25/10.  “Convince” is similar to “persuasion”, which is the first listed point of true priesthood, listed in D&C 121:41.  Persuasion without knowledge is quickly seen as hollow.)
 “They Will Not Search Knowledge …”

2 Nephi 32:7 - And now I, Nephi, cannot say more; the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance, and I am left to mourn because of the unbelief, and the wickedness, and the ignorance, and the stiffneckedness of men; for they will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it is given unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be. 
· ignorant  - absence of knowledge” (1828 dictionary).  

· stiffnecked - stubborn or inflexible.  (http://redmondfamily.com/Cancy%20and%20Craig/Church/Semitic%20Characteristics%20Of%20The%20Book%20Of%20Mormon)
(We might rationalize that Nephi was talking about people who refuse to accept the gospel, i.e. non-members, who will not open themselves to basic spiritual truths.  However, Nephi is addressing baptized members because he refers to them with,  “after ye have entered in by the way” (v. 1),.  Repentance and baptism are the “gate” (2 Nephi 31:9, 17-18).  At the beginning of the next chapter he says, “And now I Nephi cannot write all the things which were taught among my people”  (1 Nephi 33:1).  Thus, “these were people whom he had earlier led away from the corrupt society of his own brethren as another of those righteous communities fleeing into the wilderness (2 Nephi 5:5-10).” (Hugh Nibley, Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p. 387.)  

2 Nephi 32:7 - And now I, Nephi, cannot say more; the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance, and I am left to mourn because of the unbelief, and the wickedness, and the ignorance, and the stiffneckedness of men …

Neal A. Maxwell - Meek Nephi decried the passivity of those who "will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it is given unto them in plainness." (2 Nephi 32:7.)  Alas, most are quite content with a superficial understanding or a general awareness of spiritual things. (Alma 10:5-6.)  This condition may reflect either laziness or the busyness incident to the pressing cares of the world.

But there is another explanation for the reticence to search and to understand.  Some individuals are perceptive enough to understand that with great knowledge come great responsibilities.  Great knowledge in response to the great questions will alter how we view both great and small things, if we are intellectually honest.  Therefore, while aversion to searching great knowledge exists because of conceptual inadequacy and also because people are lazy and busy, it likewise exists and persists because some do not want the great responsibilities that come with great knowledge.  For some, at least, rejecting or ignoring transcending truths is an act of deliberate avoidance, even running away.  

Doctrinal disclosures do make demands of us.  Such disclosures, therefore, are not something to be noted and then filed away.  Meekness, with its capacity for gratefulness, causes individuals to search, explore, and ponder great knowledge.  They are they who, on occasion, are taken to mountaintops.  However, this usually occurs not as a result of passivity on the valley floor, but only after their own arduous climbing.  Then such persons are helped, "after all they can do.”  (2 Nephi 25:23.)   (Meek and Lowly, p. 37-38.)
Hugh Nibley – The fact is that the Latter-day Saints “will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it is given unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be” (2 Nephi 32:7).  They simply are just not interested.  How little we know about things.  How little we want to know.  The information is there, far more abundant than we have been willing to realize, if we will only reach out for it.  To wait for a revelation on the subject is foolish until we have exhausted all the resources already placed at our disposal.  (Eloquent Witness: Nibley on Himself, Others, and the Temple, p. 257)

Winston Churchill - Men occasionally stumble over the truth, but most of them pick themselves up and hurry off as if nothing had happened.  (Quoted by James E. Faust, To Reach Even unto You, p. 36.)
Proverbs 14:18 - The simple inherit folly: but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.
2 Nephi 28:16 - Wo unto them that turn aside the just for a thing of naught and revile against that which is good, and say that it is of no worth!  For the day shall come that the Lord God will speedily visit the inhabitants of the earth; and in that day that they are fully ripe in iniquity they shall perish.

2 Nephi 33:2 - But behold, there are many that harden their hearts against the Holy Spirit, that it hath no place in them; wherefore, they cast many things away which are written and esteem them as things of naught.

Joseph Smith - We behold that darkness covers the earth… and indifference toward the things of eternity increasing among those who profess a belief in the religion of heaven … and in the midst of all this, the day of the Lord fast approaching when none except those who have won the wedding garment will be permitted to eat and drink in the presence of the Bridegroom, the Prince of Peace!  (History of the Church, v. 2, p. 5)
2 Nephi 29:8-9 - Wherefore murmur ye, because that ye shall receive more of my word? … And because that I have spoken one word he need not suppose that I cannot speak another; for my work is not yet finished; neither shall it be unto the end of man … 

Joseph F. Smith - Beware of the lazy and the proud; their infection in each case is contagious; better for them and for all when they are compelled to display the yellow flag of warning, that the clean and uninfected may be protected.”  (Gospel Doctrine, p. 373.  Also found in Ye Are the Light of the World: Selected Sermons and Writings of Harold B. Lee, pg # not available.)

D&C 8:2 - Yea, behold, I will tell you in your mind and in your heart, by the Holy Ghost. 
D&C 4:2 - … Serve him with all your heart, might, mind and strength … 

D&C 59:5 – Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy might, mind, and strength … (If doing Sudoku puzzles or anything in a career requires more mental effort than what we put into gospel study then we are probably not serving or loving the Lord with all of our mind.)
Hugh Nibley - The young, with their limited knowledge, are particularly susceptible to excessive zeal. Why do it the hard way, they ask … when God has given us the answer book? The answer to that is, Because if you use the answer book for your Latin, or your math, or anything else, you will always have a false sense of power and never learn the real thing … No shortcuts or easy lessons here!”  (Of All Things!  Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, p. 237)

Classes

LdsCes.org – Scripture Mastery is the name given to part of the Seminary Curriculum that is designed to help students become familiar enough with a list of basic scriptures that they can use them outside of class.

Scripture mastery means being able to find certain basic scripture verses, to understand what they mean, and to apply them in daily life.

In seminary scripture mastery is emphasized so that students better understand the doctrines and principles in the one hundred scripture mastery passages and are encouraged to memorize those passages.  (http://ldsces.org/Seminaries/Seminary%20SM.asp as of 5 Jan. 2008.  CES defines “scripture mastery” as being “familiar” with “certain” passages.  A more accurate but less catchy title for the program is “Familiarity with 100 Passages”.  An unfortunate implication of “Scripture Mastery” is that mastering these particular passages, which are a fraction of all of the standard works, becomes proficiency in the whole.  This is a subtle point, but such phrasing tends toward marketing spin.)

· mastery - full command of a subject of study.”  (Answers.com, “mastery”)
Hugh Nibley - We seek knowledge as our greatest treasure, while the poverty of most of our manuals and handbooks defies description.  (Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p. 395.)  

2 Nephi 32: 3 - Angels speak by the power of the Holy Ghost; wherefore, they speak the words of Christ. Wherefore, I said unto you, feast upon the words of Christ; for behold, the words of Christ will tell you all things what ye should do.

F. Melvin Hammond - Our children or students want to be spiritually fed but frequently go away still hungering and thirsting for the things of the Spirit of God.  Every parent and teacher in the Church—whether in Sunday School, Primary, Relief Society, Young Men, Young Women, a priesthood quorum, or even on the music committee—who is not prepared to feed his or her “guests” runs the risk of leaving the Lord’s children hungry.”  (“Parables of Jesus: The Great Supper,” Ensign, Apr 2003, p. 51.)
Spencer W. Kimball - I fear at times that all too often many of our members come to church, sit through a class or meeting, and then return home having been largely uninformed.  (Ensign, May 1981, p. 45.)
· inform - to impart information or knowledge (m-w.com)
Student feedback to an Institute initiative of having student comments be the bulk of lessons - 

•
“I’m just getting a shuffling of ideas. I might as well be in Sunday School.” 

•
“I didn’t come to hear this person (another student).”

•
“I don’t want just a panel discussion.”

(Reported at an instructors meeting at the SLC University Institute, 23 Aug. 2008.  Instructor T. Thunnell commented: “They want the meat ... We need to continue to arm the students with the capacity to find answers.  Teaching them to receive and recognize the Spirit.”  Je asked that we teachers be “more energetic, animated [enthusiastic], with a true interest in the topic.”)
Brian R. - When I was at BYU I appreciated the religion courses that were taught as academic classes with a spiritual element, rather than a feel good class with an academic element.  

I remember one class I took from Victor Ludlow.  He started off the class the first day asking how we wanted him to teach the Old Testament class – as a water skier and follow the Sunday school curriculum, as a snorkeler that stops and looks at a few cool things from the surface, or as a deep sea diver that looks at only a couple things thoroughly.  The class took a vote.  Surprisingly, they chose the waterskiing method.  I stood up and said, “Wait a minute.  I think we should vote again.  You guys just voted for another Sunday school class – granted this Sunday school class would be taught by a master teacher, but aren’t you hungry for something beyond what you are going to hear for the rest of your life in Sunday school?  Nope.  So I transferred out of the class.  (Personal email, 11/22/2010)
Aristotle - All men by nature desire knowledge.   (Quoted Favorite Quotations From the Collection of Thomas S. Monson.)
Henry Eyring (father of President Eyring) – [From comments he gave to a Church committee:]  If [the church magazines] were going to rehash old stuff, they would not hold the young people… We should be willing to enjoy a full picture of our heroes, leaders, and history.  I believe that when we ignore the “darker side” we leave ourselves unprepared for the revelation of some unhappy deed or event of past or present.  We might be better off if we leave the warts on and let a few of the skeletons out of the closets ourselves for open examination.  On the other hand, there are dangers in debunking everyone and everything that is little above the ordinary.  We ought to seek a happy balance of letting the truth flow forth without either hiding or digging for problems.  (Reflections of a Scientist, p. 43-44.)
Anything … Seek
13th Article of Faith – If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these things.   
· seek -
1. To go in search or quest of; to look for; to search for by going from place to place.

2. To inquire for; to ask for; to solicit; to endeavor to find or gain by any means.  (Websters 1828 Dictionary)
D&C 42-61 - If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou mayest know the mysteries and peaceable things—that which bringeth joy, that which bringeth life eternal.
Luke 11:52 - Woe unto you, lawyers! For ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.” (The Joseph Smith Translation explains that the key of knowledge is “the fulness of the scriptures.”)
D&C 93:53 - … Obtain a knowledge of history, and of countries, and of kingdoms, of laws of God and man, and all this for the salvation of Zion.
Luke 12:6-7 - Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God?  But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye are of more value than many sparrows.  (The Lord concerns himself details that we are quick to dismiss.  For example, beside sparrows he created literally a million kinds of beetles.  That’s a million of species.  If they are like sparrows he knows them all.)
Joseph Smith - I am determined to pursue the study of languages, until I shall become master of them, if I am permitted to live long enough" (History of the Church, v. 2, p. 396.]

Brian L. Smith - Later when [Joseph Smith] organized the School of the Prophets in Kirtland for the instruction of the brethren, he impressed upon these future leaders of the Church the necessity and importance of knowledge.  In his journal Joseph wrote, "At home.  Continued my studies.  Oh, may God give me learning, even language; and imbue me with qualifications to magnify his name while I live" (History of the Church, v. 2, p. 344).  For several years, Joseph studied grammar in an attempt to improve his capacity to express himself.  His later writings reveal that both his spelling and style improved considerably.  He was also interested in learning foreign languages.  On one occasion he said, "I am determined to pursue the study of languages, until I shall become master of them, if I am permitted to live long enough" (History of the Church, v. 2, p. 396).  When the brethren had decided to study Greek and Hebrew, Joseph was an able and thirsty student.  When asked how the prophet had progressed in his study of grammar, one of his teachers replied, "Joseph was the calf that sucked three cows.  He acquired knowledge very rapidly”.  (From his chapter Joseph Smith: The Prophet, The Man by Susan Easton Black and Charles D. Tate, Jr., p. 170-171.)
Joseph Smith’s Teaching Ability

Orson Spencer (a Baptist minister who joined the Church in 1841) - In doctrine Mr. Smith is eminently scriptural.  I have never known him to deny or depreciate a single truth of the Old and New Testaments; but I have always known him to explain and defend them in a masterly manner.  Being anointed of God, for the purpose of teaching and perfecting the church, it is needful that he should know how to set in order the things that are wanting to bring forth things new and old, as a scribe well instructed.  This office and apostleship he appears to magnify; at his touch the ancient prophets spring into life, and the beauty and power of their revelations are made to commend themselves with thrilling interest to all that hear.  (Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 500-501, emphasis added.)
Jonah R. Ball (a member of the Church who lived in Nauvoo) - Went to meeting.  Heard the Prophet preach on the temple floor.  There were several thousand to hear him.  There is no mistake.  The way he unfolds the scriptures is beyond calculation or controversy.  His text was the 1st chapter of 2 Peter.  He explained it as clear as the [noonday] sun.  (Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 501, emphasis added.)
William Clayton - We have had the privilege of conversing with Joseph Smith Jr.  and we are delighted with his company … He is … a man of sound judgment and possessed of an abundance of intelligence, and whilst you listen to his conversation you receive intelligence which expands your mind and causes your heart to rejoice.  He is very familiar and delights to instruct the poor saint.  I can converse with him just as easily as I can with you, and with regard to being willing to communicate instruction he says, ‘I receive it freely and I will give it freely.’ He is willing to answer any question I have put to him and is pleased when we ask him questions.  He seems exceedingly well versed in the scriptures, and whilst conversing upon any subject, such light and beauty is revealed as I never saw before.  If I had come from England purposely to converse with him a few days I should have considered myself well paid for my trouble.   (Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 501, emphasis added.)
Mercy Fielding Thompson (a British convert whose husband, Robert B. Thompson, served as a clerk to Joseph Smith) - I have … listened to his clear and masterly explanations of deep and difficult questions.  To him all things seemed simple and easy to be understood, and thus he could make them plain to others as no other man could that I ever heard.  (Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith, p. 501, emphasis added.)
Joseph Smith - The first Comforter or Holy Ghost has no other effect than pure intelligence.  It is more powerful in expanding the mind, enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge … (History of The Church, v. 3, p. 380.)
Joseph Smith - … An illumination of the mind by the Spirit which attended the preaching of the gospel by the elders of the Church.  The people wondered why they had not previously understood the plain declarations of scripture as explained by the Elders, as they had read them hundreds of times.  When they afterward read the Bible, it was a new book to them.  (They Knew the Prophet by Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, comps., p. 50, quoted in Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith's Teachings, p. 322.)
JS History 1:73-74 - We were filled with the Holy Ghost, and rejoiced in the God of our salvation.  Our minds being now enlightened, we began to have the scriptures laid open to our understandings …

Joseph Smith - A man of God should be endowed with wisdom, knowledge, and understanding, in order to teach and lead the people of God.  (History of The Church, v. 5, p. 426.) 

Learning

D&C 29:34 - Wherefore, verily I say unto you that all things unto me are spiritual, and not at any time have I given unto you a law which was temporal; neither any man, nor the children of men; neither Adam, your father, whom I created.

Joseph Fielding Smith - In our mortal, or carnal, way of thinking, many of the commandments the Lord has required seem to be temporal, but he has said that at no time has he given a temporal law (D&C 29:34.)  All things to him are spiritual, or in other words intended to be eternal. The Lord does not think in temporal terms; his plan is to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man. In his eyes, therefore, all the commandments that have to do with our present welfare, are considered to be but steps on the way to his eternal salvation.  (Church History and Modern Revelation,  v. 2, p.76)
Smith and Sjodahl - Man makes a distinction between temporal and spiritual laws, and some are very much concerned about keeping the two separate.  To the Lord everything is both spiritual and temporal, and the laws He gives are consequently spiritual, because they concern spiritual beings.  When He commanded Adam to eat bread in the sweat of his brow, or Moses to strike the rock that the people might drink, or the Prophet Joseph to erect the Nauvoo House, or the Saints in Utah to build fences and roads, such laws were for their spiritual welfare, as well as physical.  To obey such laws, when given, is a spiritual duty.  One who performs his daily labor "as to the Lord, and not to men" (Ephesians 6:7) derives spiritual benefit from whatever his duties are.  (Hyrum M. Smith and Janne M. Sjodahl, Doctrine and Covenants Commentary, p. 156.)
Abraham 1:2 - I sought for the blessings of the fathers … desiring also to be one who possessed greater knowledge, and to be a greater follower of righteousness, and to possess greater knowledge . . .”

Hugh Nibley – Twice [Abraham] repeats it - he wants knowledge.  Up to the last, even after he had learned all the doctrines of salvation, Adam still "seeks for greater light and knowledge" and for such knowledge we should seek eternally.  But what do we hear? A former president of the BYU pompously announced at a convention of educators that we: at the BYU are not seeking for truth, because we have the truth!  This is where we stand today. It is common at the BYU for students to protest against being taught anything they did not know before …  (Eloquent Witness: Nibley on Himself, Others, and the Temple, p. 256-257)

John A. Widtsoe -  In the words of Brigham Young, "The religion embraced by the Latter-day Saints, if only slightly understood, prompts them to search diligently after knowledge. There is no other people in existence more eager to see, hear, learn, and understand truth." (Improvement Era, May, 1947, no. 5) 
Hugh B. Brown - Keep in mind the challenging fact that your aim is not to get ahead of others but to surpass yourself; to begin today to be the person you want to be; to immortalize today and all the tomorrows that lie ahead, in order that your life may have eternal significance. Cultivate an unquenchable appetite for learning. (Conference Report, April 1968, p. 100) 
Joseph Smith - I have a key by which I understand the scriptures. I enquire, what was the question which drew out the answer, or caused Jesus to utter the parable? … To ascertain its meaning, we must dig up the root and ascertain what it was that drew the saying out of Jesus.  (History of The Church, v. 5, p. 261)
Joseph Smith - Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the utmost heavens, and search into and contemplate the darkest abyss, and the broad expanse of eternity - thou must commune with God.  (History of The Church, v. 3, p. 295.)
“The Purpose is to Bring People to Christ”

This is a useful corrective at times to recalibrate our purposes and directions.  However, like other virtues, it can be taken to an incorrect extreme by overuse and misapplication.  An example is to chide someone for occupying himself with something that seems like a small detail.  The problem is that same applies to everything else in our mortal probation, but even though we aim for exaltation at the last day, a proper supper still needs to be prepared tonight, and good judgment (study, experience) must be used in buying shoes.  

Sometimes a refocusing on the long-range goal is  needed, but it should not rationalize inadequate performance of the task at hand.   In other words, while it is important to remain aware of the direction to the distant mountain peak, we must still efficiently deal with getting around the ravine in front of us.  In gospel teaching, even dwelling on the atonement itself will not compensate for a teacher’s lack of preparation in historical background, topical correlations, etc.  Nor will personal testimony.

Both the long-range and short-range objectives are crucial, neither can be compensate for the other.
Truisms, Platitudes, Kitsch, Cliché
Hugh Nibley - Deep sincerity is not fakery; it is not a poetic device; it is not a gadget.  There is nothing sentimental or mawkish.  Probably the Church magazines would never accept it, because it is not sentimental enough.  It is deep, and it is real.  (Approaching Zion, p. 302.)  
· sentimental - Characterized or swayed by sentiment.     Affectedly or extravagantly emotional.  Resulting from or colored by emotion rather than reason or realism.  Appealing to the sentiments, especially to romantic feelings.

· mawkish - Sentimental, especially in a contrived or off-putting way.  Excessively and objectionably sentimental.  Sickening or insipid in taste.

Joseph Smith -  How vain and trifling have been our spirits, our conferences, our councils, our meetings, our private as well as public conversations-too low, too mean, too vulgar, too condescending for the dignified characters of the called and chosen of God, according to the purposes of His will, from before the foundation of the world!  We are called to hold the keys of the mysteries of those things that have been kept hid from the foundation of the world until now.  Some have tasted a little of these things, many of which are to be poured down from heaven upon the heads of babes; yea, upon the weak, obscure and despised ones of the earth.   (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 3, p. 295-296.)
Hugh Nibley - … The Latter-day Saints, who … [give] their people young and old awards for zeal alone, zeal without knowledge - for sitting in endless meetings, for dedicated conformity, and unlimited capacity for suffering boredom.

We think it more commendable to get up at 5:00 a.m. to [do a task poorly] than to get up at nine o'clock [and do it well] - that is pure zeal that tends to breed a race of insufferable, self-righteous prigs and barren minds. 

One has only to consider the present outpouring of "inspirational" books in the Church which bring little new in the way of knowledge: truisms, and platitudes, kitsch, and cliché have become our everyday diet. 

The Prophet would never settle for that. "I advise you to go on to perfection and search deeper and deeper into the mysteries of Godliness.... It has always been my province to dig up hidden mysteries, new things, for my hearers."  [History of The Church, v. 6, p. 363]  
… Unless we go on to other new things, we are stifling our powers.  (Nibley on the Timely and the Timeless, p. 270 – 271.)
· truism - A claim that is so obvious or self-evident as to be hardly worth mentioning … simply supports an uncontroversial status quo.

· platitude - A statement which is considered meaningless and boring because it has been made many times before in similar situations.  … statement that is presented as if it were significant and original.

· kitsch - Excessively garish or sentimental art; usually considered in bad taste.
· cliché - An idea or phrase which has been used so much that it is no longer interesting or effective or no longer has much meaning.
D&C 136:31 - … He that will not bear chastisement is not worthy of my kingdom.
New Treasure
D&C 89:19 - And shall find wisdom and great treasures of knowledge, even hidden treasures;

Matthew 13:53, KJV - Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old.

JST Matthew 13:53 - Then said he unto them, Every scribe well instructed in the things of the kingdom of heaven, is like unto a householder; a man, therefore, which bringeth forth out of his treasure that which is new and old.

Amplified Bible - … treasure that is new and [treasure that is] old [the fresh as well as the familiar].

New Living Translation … new gems of truth as well as old.

Brown, Griggs and Mackay - “Every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom.” (Matt. 13:52)  This means “everyone versed or expert in the law who has become a disciple in the kingdom.” (S. Kent Brown, C. Wilfred Griggs, and Thomas W. Mackay, “Footnotes to the Gospels,” Ensign, Feb. 1975, p. 50)
John Taylor - The Lord has placed in his Church Apostles and Prophets, High Priests, Seventies, Elders, etc., what for?  For the perfecting of the Saints.  Are we all perfect to begin with? No. These various officers are for perfecting of the Saints. What else?  For the work of the ministry; that men might be qualified and informed and be full of intelligence, wisdom and light, and learn to proclaim the principles of eternal truth and to bring out from the treasury of God things new and old, things calculated to promote the welfare of the people.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 21, p. 209-211.  See also Parley P. Pratt, v. 3, p. 128-129.)
Brigham Young - I delight in hearing my brethren speak.  I do not know that I was ever more gratified in hearing a servant of God bring forth out of his storehouse the riches of eternity than I was, a week ago this morning, in hearing brother Hyde set forth the beautiful things pertaining to the kingdom of our God.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 8:, p. 227–228)
Take No Thought Beforehand

D&C 84:85 - Neither take ye thought beforehand what ye shall say; but treasure up in your minds continually the words of life, and it shall be given you in the very hour that portion that shall be meted unto every man.

Orson Pratt - There are many, perhaps, who feel a disposition to neglect all improvement of mind, thinking that if they are placed in a position where they are called upon to preach, God will give them, not only the subject, but the language also, and everything pertaining to the duties of their callings as public speakers.  Although we are taught that we are to take no thought beforehand what we shall say, yet we are nowhere taught in the revelations of God to let our minds run down—our understandings and our judgment to be spent in idleness, without treasuring up the things of the kingdom of God, and storing up useful knowledge.  Indeed, we are commanded in the revelations of the Most High directly to the contrary from the idea which has prevailed among some.

We are commanded over and over again to treasure up wisdom in our hearts continually—to treasure up the words of eternal life continually, and make ourselves acquainted not only with ancient revelation, but with modern; to make ourselves acquainted not only with things pertaining to time, but with things pertaining to eternity; to make ourselves acquainted not only in regard to things of earth, but also in regard to things that are in heaven; to inform ourselves upon theories, principles, laws, doctrines—upon things that are at home, and upon things that are abroad.  And the same Almighty Being who has commanded us to do these things has commanded us to take no thought beforehand what we should say; for every well-instructed scribe, we read in the New Testament, bringeth out of his heart things both new and old.  It is not the ill-instructed scribe—it is not the person who does not study—it is not the person who suffers his time to run to idleness, but it is that man that instructs himself in all things within his reach, so far as his circumstances and abilities will allow.  Such a one will bring forth before his hearers things that will edify in relation to old times, and also in relation to the present and future—things both new and old.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 7, p. 75)
Parley P. Pratt - How often have they told us to treasure up the words of God, those things that are written for our profit and learning, and to search diligently and treasure up in our hearts continually words of wisdom from the best books.

… It is not to study up what you shall say particularly, but to treasure up truth in your hearts, to have them well filled with it, kept well stored, and then give free liberty to the Spirit of God to operate upon you, to collect out of that treasure that portion which will be best suited to the wants and condition of men who do not treasure up the words of life.

If the Holy Spirit should come upon a man of that description to select out of that storehouse, he would find it empty, and he would have the trouble of putting it there, or it would not be there; hence he would be barren and unfruitful.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 3, p. 129)
Isaiah, the Yardstick of Attitude
3 Nephi 20:11 - Ye remember that I spake unto you, and said that when the words of Isaiah should be fulfilled—behold they are written, ye have them before you, therefore search them—

3 Nephi 23:1 - And now, behold, I say unto you, that ye ought to search these things. Yea, a commandment I give unto you that ye search these things diligently; for great are the words of Isaiah.

Mormon 8:23 - Search the prophecies of Isaiah. Behold, I cannot write them.
Best Books
D&C 88:118 - And as all have not faith, seek ye diligently and teach one another words of wisdom; yea, seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith.  (Same as D&C 109:7.)

D&C 109:14 - And do thou grant, Holy Father, that all those who shall worship in this house may be taught words of wisdom out of the best books, and that they may seek learning even by study, and also by faith, as thou hast said;

D&C 88:78-80 – 

Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the kingdom of God, that are expedient for you to understand;

1. Of things both in heaven 

2. and in the earth, 

3. and under the earth [geology? archeology? the spirit world? (D&C 128:13), buried records?]; 

4. things which have been [history], 

5. things which are, 

6. things which must shortly come to pass; 

7. things which are at home, 

8. things which are abroad [current events]; 

9. the wars and the perplexities of the nations, 

10. and the judgments which are on the land;

11. and a knowledge also of countries and of kingdoms—
That ye may be prepared in all things when I shall send you again to magnify the calling whereunto I have called you, and the mission with which I have commissioned you.

· theory –

1. Speculation; a doctrine or scheme of things, which terminates in speculation or contemplation, without a view to practice …

2. An exposition of the general principles of any science; as the theory of music.

3. The science distinguished from the art; as the theory and practice of medicine.

4. The philosophical explanation of phenomena, either physical or moral; as Lavoisier's theory of combustion; Smith's theory of moral sentiments.  (1828 Webster’s Dictionary.)
· perplex –
1. To make intricate; to involve; to entangle; to make complicated and difficult to be understood or unraveled ...

2. To embarrass; to puzzle; to distract; to tease with suspense, anxiety or ambiguity …

3. To plague; to vex.  (1828 Webster’s Dictionary.)
D&C 91:1,5 - … Concerning the Apocrypha—There are many things contained therein that are true, and it is mostly translated correctly;  And whoso is enlightened by the Spirit shall obtain benefit therefrom;  (Possibly this passage is a strong hint to get oneself “enlightened by the Spirit” and obtain the benefit whereof the Lord speaks.)
Parents’ Responsibility

1 Nephi 1:1 - I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents, therefore I was taught somewhat in all the learning of my father …

Boyd K. Packer - If you want your children to grow spiritually, teach them the doctrines of the gospel.

If you want your son to play the piano, it is good to expose him to music. This may give him a feel for it and help greatly in his learning. But this is not enough. There is the practice and the memorization and the practice and the practice and the practice before he can play it well.

If you want your daughter to learn a language, expose her to those who speak it. She may get a feel for the language, even pick up many words. But this is not enough. She must memorize grammar and vocabulary. She must practice pronunciation. There is rote learning without which she will never speak or write the language fluently.

So it is with the gospel. One may have a feel for it. But some time one must learn the doctrine. Here, too, rote learning, practice, memorization, reading, listening, discussion, all become essential. There is no royal road to learning.

The Church can help parents because this kind of learning is effectively given in a classroom setting. So we have seminaries, institutes, religion classes; there are priesthood, Sunday School, and auxiliary classes. The curriculum for all of them centers in the scriptures and the history of the Church. Spiritual development is tied very closely to a knowledge of the scriptures, where the doctrines are found.

A school library may hold a world of knowledge. But unless a student knows the system of cataloging, a search for that knowledge will be discouraging; it will be an ordeal. Those systems are really not too difficult to learn. Then all of the knowledge in all of the books is opened to him. Searching becomes very simple indeed. But one must find it and read it. One must earn it.

It is so with the scriptures. They contain the fulness of the everlasting gospel, an eternity of knowledge. But one must learn to use them or the search will be discouraging. Again, there is a system. Learn about the concordance, the footnotes, the Topical Guide; memorize the books of the Bible and the Book of Mormon. And the scriptures will then yield their treasure.  (“Agency and Control,” Ensign, May 1983, p. 66.)
Bruce R. McConkie – And as a just God offers the same salvation to every soul who lives the same laws, so he offers the same understanding of his eternal truths to all who will pay the truth seeker's price.

The Church system for gaining gospel knowledge is as follows:

a. The responsibility rests upon each person to gain a knowledge of the truth through his own efforts.

b. Next, families should teach their own family members. Parents are commanded to bring up their children in light and truth. The home should be the chief teaching center in the life of a Latter-day Saint.

… The foregoing expressions are made in an attempt to be helpful; to encourage gospel scholarship; and to guide truth seekers in a wise and proper course.  (Sermons and Writings, p. 228-236.)
Benefits of Scripture Study

George Q. Cannon - I have noticed … that where the people of God pay attention to the written word, and cherish and observe the written word, they are always better prepared to hear the oral instructions of the servants of God…they have greater interest in seeking to obtain instruction, than they have when they are careless about the written word of God. (Conference Report, 1897, October, p. 38.)
Bruce R. McConkie - I think that people who study the scriptures get a dimension to their life that nobody else gets and that can’t be obtained in any way except by studying the scriptures. ("Spare Time’s Rare to an Apostle" by David Croft, Church News, 01/24/1976, p. 4)
Gordon B. Hinckley - I hope that for you this will become something far more enjoyable than a duty; that, rather, it will become a love affair with the word of God. I promise you that as you read, your minds will be enlightened and your spirits will be lifted. At first it may seem tedious, but that will change into a wondrous experience with thoughts and words of things divine. (“The Light Within You”, Ensign, May 1995, p. 99)
Joseph Fielding Smith - It has always been an astonishment to me that so many members of the Church fail to prepare themselves by study and by faith to know the truth… I think many members of the Church will be condemned for their failure to search for knowledge which is given in clearness in our Standard Works.  (Answers to Gospel Questions, v. 5, p. 46-47.) 
Neal A. Maxwell - … As far as we now know there was only one sermon for which the Prophet Joseph Smith prepared a text beforehand. It contained a significantly different rendering of two words in Paul's epistle to the Hebrews (11:6). This rendering does not appear in the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible, since the sermon was given several years after his translation of the Bible began.

In the King James Version of the Bible, Paul's words say that we cannot please God without faith and "that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). Surely God does reward the faithful, but Joseph Smith changed the rendering of the key word to read that the living God "is a revealer to them that diligently seek him." The use of the word revealer fits with the context, as illustrated by Paul's statement that Enoch, "before his translation … had this testimony, that he pleased God" (Hebrews 11:5). God revealed His mind to Enoch. How else could Enoch have known for certain that he pleased God?  (If Thou Endure It Well, p. 46)
Why Testimony Is Not Enough
Response by a student: 

Because there is some people that really want to know about the gospel and they want to know more than just saying that their Heavenly Father loves them. Also, there are people who are really smart and they want to know facts and complicated doctrines rather than say if you baptize you will be forgiven or Jesus loves you. There will be sometimes when you will even have to fight against the apostasy. You cannot bear your testimony to the apostasy; they do not care your feelings they are blind. When I was in my mission I went into a catholic Cathedral to find the priest and talk to him. We fought with the scriptures. Because I had more than the bible I had more evidence and as a result of that fight, someone who was listening to our conversation, realized that the priest was wrong and he asked us to be baptized. The truth has the truth; we do not have to hide anything or fear to say something that is actually true. Sometimes we just read the scriptures but we only want to understand things such as: God loves me, how can I feel better, and what can I do in X situation, etc. We do not find historical facts, we do not find doctrine, and we do not find or understand why the Lord says what He says. Unfortunately, as humans we limit our minds and do not want to see beyond than we can see. How can the Lord give us new scriptures if we do not read and understand the current scriptures?  (M.F., 7/13/2011)

Response by another student –
A testimony alone can be perceived as “blind faith” or “zealotry” however when plausible information is backed by a witness of the confirmation of the Holy Ghost it is very powerful.  There is a reason the Missionaries are to instruct and testify, in that order.  It is that pattern that God has set forth, also if a person is unwilling to listen to the instruction they are not ready to receive the spirit during the testimony.  It is the spirit that converts true, and we must do all we can to prepare the soil of the heart so that the ground is not hard, or cluttered w/ weeds.  We can do this by being well informed ourselves.  The spirit can then guide us in how to prepare the heart of those we meet, and when to testify planting the seed that the Spirit can germinate.  (D.H., 7/13/2011)
Views by Military Leaders

Admiral James B. Stockdale - In my view, the single most important foundation for any leader is a solid academic background in history.  That discipline gives perspective to the problems of the present and drives home the point that there is really very little new under the sun …  Starting by ignoring the natural yardstick of 4,000 years of recorded history, busy people, particularly busy opportunists, have a tendency to see their dilemmas as so unique and unprecedented that they deserve to make exceptions to law, custom, or morality in their own favor to get around them … (‘Educating Leaders’, The Washington Quarterly, Winter, 1983, quoted in Warriors’ Word, A Quotation Book by Peter G. Tsouras, p. 202.)
Captain Sir Basil Liddell Hart - There is a modern, and too common, tendency to regard history as a specialist subject.  On the contrary, it is the corrective to specialization.  Viewed right, it is the broadest of studies, embracing every aspect of life.  It lays the foundation of education by showing how mankind repeats its follies, and what those follies are … It is universal experience – infinitely longer, wider, and more varied than any individual’s experience.  How often do we hear people claim a knowledge of the world and of life because they are sixty or seventy years old.  Most of them might be described as a “young sixty, or seventy”.  There is no excuse for an literate person if he is less than three thousand years old in mind.  (Through the Fog of War, 1928, quoted in Warriors’ Word, A Quotation Book by Peter G. Tsouras, p. 201.)
Field Marshal Earl Wavell - The real way to get value out of the study of military history is take particular situations, and as far as possible get inside the skin of the man who made a decision, realize the conditions in which the decision was made, and then see in what way you could have improved upon it.  (1930, lecture to officers at Aldershot, quoted in Warriors’ Word, A Quotation Book by Peter G. Tsouras, p. 202.)
Field Marshal Earl Wavell - Study the human side of military history, which is not a matter of cold-blooded formulas of diagrams or nursery-book principles, such as: Be good and you will happy.  Be mobile and you will be victorious.  Interior lines at night are the general’s delight.  Exterior lines at morning are the general’s warning.  And so on.  (1930, lecture to officers at Aldershot, quoted in Warriors’ Word, A Quotation Book by Peter G. Tsouras, p. 202.)


Quiz

Is it important to our eternal salvation, or is there any real value, to know about –

1. How long it takes Jupiter to go around the sun?

2. How long a day on Mars is?

3. Geography.

4. World news.

5. History of countries.

6. Shakespeare.
7. The difference between low and high quality arrows.

D&C 121:30-31 - And also, if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars— All the times of their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and all the days of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, and set times, shall be revealed in the days of the dispensation of the fulness of times—
William Lee Stokes  - Each of us, individually, is participating in the fulfillment of the events of this great prediction.  Some of it has already been fulfilled, some is in process of fulfillment, and some is yet to be fulfilled as the Space Age unfolds.  Nowhere else in religious literature can one find a prediction about specific objectives, events, and attainments so inclusive and far-reaching as this.  Think of the cost, energy, and technology applied to explorations of our total surroundings in the interval since 1839 when the Prophet made this prediction. (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p.142)
D&C 88:78-80 – Teach ye diligently and my grace shall attend you, that you may be instructed more perfectly in theory, in principle, in doctrine, in the law of the gospel, in all things that pertain unto the kingdom of God, that are expedient for you to understand; 

· Of things both in heaven 

· and in the earth, 

· and under the earth [geology? archeology? the spirit world? (D&C 128:13), buried records?]; 

· things which have been [history], 

· things which are, 

· things which must shortly come to pass; 

· things which are at home, 

· things which are abroad [current events]; 

· the wars and the perplexities of the nations, 

· and the judgments which are on the land;

· and a knowledge also of countries and of kingdoms.
D&C 88:118 - … Seek ye out of the best books words of wisdom; seek learning, even by study and also by faith.

A of Faith 13 - … If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these things.
Isaiah 49:2 - And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me (1 Nephi 21:2)


Miscellaneous
Words of Joseph Lee Robinson  - I will mention several of his [Joseph Smith's] sayings: "There is not one key or one power to be bestowed on this church to lead the people into the celestial kingdom but I have given you, shown you and talked it over with you; the kingdom is set up and you have the perfect pattern and you can go and build up the kingdom, go in at the celestial gate, taking your train with you." (Hyrum L. Andrus and Helen Mae Andrus, comps., They Knew the Prophet, p. 164, quoted in Joseph Smith, Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith's Teachings, edited by Larry E. Dahl and Donald Q.Cannon, p. 225.)    



Joseph Fielding Smith - It seems to be a difficult thing to eliminate from the minds of some of our brethren cherished notions that are contrary to the revealed word. Many questions have been answered time and time again by those who have the knowledge and are prepared to give the answers, yet the error continues to exist.  (Answers to Gospel Questions,  v. 1, p.xvi.  He quotes 2 Nephi 32:6-7.)


LDS researcher Daniel Peterson related an incident where he was in the office of an apostle recently.  Elder Oals asked, “What do you notice?  No bookshelves!”  His point was that he was too busy with the affairs of the Church for normal reading.  However, he then opened a cabinet full of books, many of which were from the Maxwell Institute.  (As told at small lunch discussion on Friday, June 25, 2010, hosted by The Neal A. Maxwell Institute, Z&M in attendance.  Regarding the cabinet of scholarly books, one the attendees quipped that it was Elder O’s equivalent of a liquor cabinet.)  


Hugh Nibley - The oldest and best testimony to Joseph Smith's first vision has received no attention whatever by the Latter-day Saints since its discovery in 1969, and so it goes.  (Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p. 396.  The footnote states: The 1832 recital of the First Vision as dictated by Joseph Smith to Frederick G. Williams. See Dean C. Jessee, The Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, 3-8; Milton V. Backman, Joseph Smith's First Vision, Appendix A; cf. Dean C. Jessee, ed., "The Early Accounts of Joseph Smith's First Vision," BYUS 9, 1969, 280.)


Ezra Taft Benson - The Lord declares that the whole Church and all the children of Zion are under condemnation because of the way we have treated the Book of Mormon (D&C 84:51-81). This condemnation has not been lifted, nor will it be until we repent.” (The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p. 64)
Dallin H. Oaks – (Quoting Elder Packer) “Each of us must accommodate the mixture of reason and revelation in our lives.  The gospel not only permits but requires it. An individual who concentrates on either side solely and alone will lose both balance and perspective … Elder Packer then pleaded for "the fusion of reason and revelation [which] will produce a man and a woman of imperishable worth."  (The Lord's Way, p. 51)

Joseph Smith - What is the object of our coming into existence, then dying and falling away, to be here no more?  It is but reasonable to suppose that God would reveal something in reference to the matter, and it is a subject we ought to study more than any other.  We ought to study it day and night, for the world is ignorant in reference to their true condition and relation.  If we have any claim on our Heavenly Father for anything, it is for knowledge on this important subject.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 50.  How does this translate into something that we can directly use in our daily lives or as this: “Principles are concentrated truth, packaged for application to a wide variety of circumstances.”)
“I am fearful that �some of the Latter-day Saints simply come to the leaders and listen to the servants of God, and they never study; they never go to the written word, and compare it with the servants of God in their doctrines and teachings, and consequently they are unable to judge righteously, and they are losing confidence.


“Their confidence is being shaken, because they are unable to judge, because they have not first studied it out in their minds …because, as a people, we are mentally lazy.





“I will say that because I 


do not expect to preach here �again for a long time.”


- J. Golden Kimball


(J. Golden Kimball: �The Story of a Unique Personality �by Claude Richards, p. 146-147)








