Kolob
Abraham 3, 9 - And the Lord said unto me: These are the governing ones; and the name of the great one is Kolob, because it is near unto me, for I am the Lord thy God: I have set this one to govern all those which belong to the same order as that upon which thou standest.
And thus there shall be the reckoning of the time of one planet above another, until thou come nigh unto Kolob, which Kolob is after the reckoning of the Lord's time; which Kolob is set nigh unto the throne of God, to govern all those planets which belong to the same order as that upon which thou standest.
If I Could Hie to Kolob

Spencer W. Kimball - As we stretch our imaginations to absorb the limitlessness of the creations of God, we turn to a favorite song:

If you could hie to Kolob in the twinkling of an eye,

And then continue onward with that same speed to fly,

D'ye think that you could ever, through all eternity,

Find out the generation where Gods began to be?

Or see the grand beginning, where space did not extend?

Or view the last creation, where Gods and matter end?

Methinks the Spirit whispers, No man has found 'pure space,'

Nor seen the outside curtains, where nothing has a place.

The works of God continue, and worlds and lives abound;

Improvement and progression have one eternal round.

There is no end to matter; there is no end to space

There is no end to spirit; there is no end to race."  
-William W. Phelps  [Hymn #284]
(Conference Report, April 1962, Afternoon Meeting, p. 61)
David O. McKay - The solar system and our ventures into space always have been of great interest.  In June 1965, we watched with fascination the launching of Gemini 4 with Astronauts James McDivitt and Edward White.  I was especially interested in the space walk of Edward White, who had personally visited me on July 18, 1963.  At that time I quoted to Astronaut White the lines of our hymn "If You Could Hie to Kolob," which tells of the grandeur and eternity of God's creations in space.  Major White was so interested in the poem that he asked for a copy of it so that he could read and study it when he reached his home.  (Conference Report, October 1969, First Day—Morning Meeting, p. 5)
Abrahamic Astronomy
Erich Robert Paul - The book of Abraham states that God's physical dominion (throne) is located near a star called Kolob (Abr. 3:2-3). While it might seem reasonable to suppose that this refers to some distinguishing feature of the universe, all efforts to identify it are speculative and not authoritative. Wherever Kolob is located, its purpose is to "govern" all planets that are of the same "order" as the Earth (Abr. 3:9). Since Abraham says no more than that, it is not clear whether he is speaking physically, metaphorically, or allegorically. Thus, "to govern" might mean a physical bonding as with gravity, while "order" could conceivably mean planets similar to the Earth in size, or planets in the same region of this galaxy or even in the entire Milky Way galaxy. Kolob was also said by the Egyptians to provide the light for all stars, including that for our sun (Abr. Facsimile 2). Even so, Latter-day Saints have made no definitive comment on the meaning of these passages.    (“Astronomy Scriptural References to”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 82)
David Clark - The caption to Facsimile No. 2 in the Pearl of Great Price mentions the thousand-years-to-one-day ratio mentioned earlier.  What is meant by the statement that the sun borrows its light from Kolob?  The scientific explanation for the sun's light is that it comes from nuclear fusion proceeding in the sun's interior, never from some external source.  And where is Kolob?  How does it govern fifteen (only fifteen?) other planets or stars?  Probably this caption, which contains the wording "called by the Egyptians" and "called in Egyptian," is to be viewed only as relating to the Egyptian world view.  (From his chapter in Of Heaven and Earth: Reconciling Scientific Thought with LDS Theology, p. 174 – 175)
R. Grant Athay - Abraham  further taught that stars rotate on their axes and revolve in space about other stars according to "set periods" of time, that star and planetary systems had central governing planets or stars, that the star Kolob is nearest the celestial residence, and that it governs the planet Earth.  Kolob is said also to be the source of the sun's, energy, although it is not clear whether  Abraham  taught this or whether it was an Egyptian belief.

Much of what is recorded in the Book of  Abraham  pertaining to astronomy is difficult to place in modern perspective.  The words star and planet are used interchangeably for the same object, but they denote vastly different objects in modern usage.  Also, the term "set time" is confusing.  The set time of the earth is said to be less than that of the moon, whereas, that of the sun is said to be longer than that of the moon.  These set times cannot all refer to the same phenomena.  The moon, for example, rotates somewhat more slowly about its axis than does the sun.

The most natural "set time" of the earth is one day, its period of rotation.  The natural "set time" of the moon is the lunar month from full moon to full moon, and the natural "set time" of the sun is one year during which it completes its southward excursion.  I suspect that these are the set times referred to by Abraham; yet each refers to a different property of motion.  One can only speculate about what the "set time" of Kolob means.

In spite of the apparent ambiguity of words, it is clear that  Abraham  understood much about stellar motions, about star systems and attractions between stars and planets.  He understood that stars require unusual and unknown energy sources.  Exactly how much he understood is not clear.  Clearly, however, he understood enough that it could have been learned only by revelation.  (“Worlds Without Number: the Astronomy of Enoch, Abraham, and  Moses”, BYU Studies, v. 8, n. 3, Spring 1968, p. 257)
Hugh Nibley - Notice, Kolob doesn't govern all the planets in the universe, only those of the same order that concern Abraham.  So he is shown Kolob for that purpose, because it concerns him.  (Ancient Documents and the Pearl of Great Price, p. 5)
Hugh Nibley - Remember it's timeless.  We are told in  Abr. 5:13  here, "…Now I, Abraham, saw that it was after the Lord's time, which was after the time of Kolob, for as yet [he's talking about the time that they were cast out of the garden] the Gods had not appointed unto Adam his reckoning.”  It was not reckoning time, so you are wasting time talking about years and periods here.  (Ancient Documents and the Pearl of Great Price, p. 12)
Pre-mortal Estate
John Taylor [to a woman in the Church] - You also chose a kindred spirit whom you loved in the spirit world (and who had permission to come to this planet and take a tabernacle), to be your head, stay, husband, and protector on the earth and to exalt you in eternal worlds.  All these were arranged, likewise the spirits who should tabernacle through your lineage.  Thou longed, thou sighed, and thou prayed to thy Father in heaven for the time to arrive when thou couldst come to this earth, which had fled and fallen from where it was first organized, near the planet Kolob.  Leaving thy Father's and  Mother's bosom and all thy kindred spirits, thou earnest to earth, took a tabernacle, and imitated the deeds of those who had been exalted before you.  (Latter-day Prophets Speak: Selections from the Sermons and Writings of Church Presidents by Daniel H. Ludlow, ed., p. 9)
Joseph Fielding McConkie - In a poem written by the Prophet Joseph Smith, we find this line: "From the council in Kolob, to time on the earth" ("A Vision," 82).  If Kolob, the planet nearest to the residence of God, is where the Grand Council was held, it seems reasonable to suppose that it was also the planet upon which we resided in our premortal estate.  (Answers: Straightforward Answers to Tough Gospel Questions , p. 81 – 82)
Earth’s Creation
John Taylor – [The earth] was organized near…Kolob. (The Mormon 3, 29 August 1857)

Brigham Young – When the earth was framed and brought into existence and man was placed upon it, it was near the throne of our Father in heaven.  And when man fell…the earth fell into space, and took up its abode in this planetary system, and the sun became our light…This is the glory the earth came from, and when it is glorified it will return again unto the presence of the Father, and it will dwell there, and these intelligent beings that I am looking at, if they live worthy of it, will dwell upon this earth.” (Journal of Discourses, 17:143)

Brigham Young – This earthly ball, this little opaque substance thrown off into space, is only a speck in the great universe; and when it is celestialized it will go back into the presence of God, where it was first framed.  All belongs to God, and those who keep his celestial law will return to him. (Journal of Discourses, 9:317)

Joseph Smith – [After the Millennium the earth] will be rolled back into the presence of God.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 181)

Addison Everett – [I heard] Joseph say that the earth…again would revolve in its original orbit next to Kolob.  (Diary of Charles L. Walker, 1855-1902, 18 Oct 1880)

Frank B. Salisbury - A number of the early brethren stated that the earth was created in the vicinity of Kolob and that it "fell" away from Kolob at the time of the fall, when Adam and Eve partook of the forbidden fruit. It is difficult to think of an object falling away from a gravitation source such as Kolob must be. To fall is to move toward a center of gravity. The vast interstellar distances also make the concept a difficult one. In any case, if the earth did move from Kolob at the time of Adam and Eve's fall, it must have taken the sun and the moon with it, because these were present and apparent in the fourth creative period.  (The Creation, p. 100–101)
Similitude of Christ
Joseph Fielding McConkie - When Abraham was learning about Kolob he was really learning about Christ, for Kolob is the similitude of Christ, and the stars are in the likeness of the spirits.  We are told that Kolob was the first created, the nearest to the throne of God, and thus the greatest of all the stars.  Kolob is described as being "after the manner" or in the likeness of God, as being first in government, and as governing all those of the same order.  Though there are many great ones near it, all receive their light from Kolob and it is Kolob, we are told, that holds the key of power.  (Abraham 3; Facsimile 2.) In virtually every detail Kolob is described in the same prophetic language that is used to describe Christ, and the stars are described in language that parallels that used by Abraham to describe the spirits.    (Gospel Symbolism , p. 8)
The Only Really Solid Non-scriptural Conclusion
Wilford Woodruff - … The Spirit of the Lord said to me, "Get you a partner and go to Fox Islands." I knew no more what was in Fox Islands than what was in Kolob.  (Conference Report, April 1898, Second Day—Morning Session)
(Sheet by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Extra Material

Joseph Fielding Smith - Kolob, signifies the first creation, nearest to the celestial, or the residence of God.  It is the first in government, and the last as to its reckoning of time.  Its day is one thousand years according to the earth's year.  Then there were other great governing bodies.  Oliblish, which stands next to Kolob in point of governing power, has also the day of one thousand of our years.  Kolob's time of reckoning is the Lord's time, hence celestial time.  Here back more than nineteen centuries before the birth of our Lord, the Lord revealed to Abraham the perfect order existing in our universe and how the stars and planets are governed in their times and seasons by great orbs appointed to this honor by the commandment of the Lord.  There are things revealed in the Book of Abraham which were not understood by the astronomers in the day of Joseph Smith, and which are not accepted with finality even to this day by the learned searchers of the heavens, although the Lord by his revelation to his ancient prophets has made them simple and plain.  How grateful we should be for the knowledge thus received-by those who are willing to believe!  (Church History and Modern Revelation, v. 3, p. 60)
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Will the Real Kolob Please Stand Up!
What about Kolob? What is it? Where is it located? First let us look at exactly what the Book of Abraham tells us about Kolob:

1. Kolob is a star (Abraham 3:2, 16).

2. It appears to be part of the first stellar system created by God (explanation of figure 1 of Facsimile 2).

3. It is called Kolob because it is nearest the throne of God (Abraham 3:3, 9, 16; explanation of figure 1 of Facsimile 2).
4. It is the greatest of the stars Abraham saw (Abraham 3:16).

5. The Lord reckons his time by Kolob, one day being one thousand of our years (Abraham 3:4, 9; explanation of figure 1 of Facsimile 2).
6. Kolob "governs" all those planets that belong to "the same order" as the earth (Abraham 3:3, 9; explanation of figure 5 of Facsimile 2).
7. Kolob gives "light" to the earth, the sun, the moon, and fifteen other "fixed planets or stars" (explanation of figure 5 of Facsimile 2).
Some have assumed that "governing" means gravitational attraction, but this brings with it a problem, because more massive stars have a stronger gravitational attraction but also a shorter lifetime.  Our sun, for example, is an average star with an approximate lifetime of ten billion years (about five billion of which have already passed).  The smallest stars have a mass of about 1/10th that of the sun with lifetimes of trillions of years, while the largest are more than 100 times its mass, with lifetimes of only a few million years.  Based on the assumption that "governing" means gravitational attraction, there have been various guesses as to the location of Kolob.  These have ranged from the star Alcyone in the Pleiades10 to the center of our own galaxy.11 However, recent observations have shown that rather than a star, there is a supermassive black hole at the center of our galaxy.  Moving further out, one could suggest the "Great Attractor" of some 5 x 1016 solar masses, the gravitational center of the supercluster to which our galaxy belongs.12 Unfortunately, the direction in which it lies is in the plane of our galaxy, and the intervening dust makes it impossible to see, so we do not know exactly what is located there, although observations in the infrared indicate a cluster of galaxies is there.  
Of course govern does not have to refer to gravitational attraction.  It could be taken in a more abstract sense—Kolob is the center of priesthood authority over worlds like ours.  If that is the case, another possibility could be that God does not dwell in this universe at all.  All around us we see evidence of the second law of thermodynamics in action.13 Stars burn up their fuel and either slowly cool or explode as supernovas, depending on their initial mass.  In other words, we see a mortal, fallen universe where everything is moving from a more ordered to a less ordered state.  The state into which all living things and the earth itself eventually will enter is immortal and eternal (D&C 76:62; 77:1; 130:9).  God and all immortal, resurrected beings may dwell in a separate universe where decay and corruption do not exist.  The bottom line is that we simply do not have enough information to be able to say with any confidence where Kolob is or what its characteristics are.
…

Borrowed Light
One puzzling thing mentioned in the explanations to Facsimile 2 is that the sun borrows "its light from Kolob through the medium of Kae-e-vanrash, which is the grand Key, or, in other words, the governing power, which governs fifteen other fixed planets or stars, as also Floeese or the Moon, the Earth and the Sun in their annual revolutions" (explanation to figure 5 of Facsimile 2).  What it means to "borrow light" is not clear.  The light of the sun is produced by the fusion of hydrogen atoms into helium in its core.  Does this mean that the fusion reactions in the Sun are in some way controlled from Kolob?  This passage seems to be a description of the Light of Christ which "proceedeth forth from the presence of God to fill the immensity of space" (D&C 88:12) and "is in the sun, and the light of the sun, and the power thereof by which it was made" (D&C 88:7) as well as the light and power of the earth, the moon, and the stars (D&C 88:8—10).  This light is also said to be "the law by which all things are governed" (D&C 88:13).  


