Make-Up Assignments

The Book of Mormon
Pick any of the 7 items below to make up a single session of class. Each item is expected to take you about an hour.
1.
Making Us Mighty – Nephi ends the first chapter of his first book with these words, “Behold, I, Nephi, will show unto you that the tender mercies of the Lord are over all those whom he hath chosen, because of their faith, to make them mighty even unto the power of deliverance " (1 Nephi 1:20). How is this different from the Savior simply rescuing us from a problem, such as the miracles done through Moses for the Israelites in the wilderness? The entire book of 1 st Nephi is a compilation of approximately thirty proofs of the idea that the Lord will deliver those who obey him and endure in faith. Describe the various times that the Lord did this, by making people mighty so they could get through their trials, in 1 st Nephi. Also, relate the times this has happened in your life and in the lives of those around you.
2.
Alma 32, Humility and Faith – Look up a cross-reference for each verse that has cross-references listed. List each cross-reference you looked up and state why it's a cross-reference. The English word “humility” derives from the Latin word “humus”, which in English means soil. The seed grows best when planted in the soil of humility. Summarize by stating how the cross-references in this chapter deepen your understanding of humility and faith.
3.
Ether 12, Faith and Charity – Look up a cross-reference for each verse that has cross-references listed, especially those regarding faith, hope, charity and weakness. List each cross-reference you looked up and state why it's a cross-reference. Summarize by stating what things you learned.
4.
War - A third of the Book of Mormon deals with this subject. Review the sections on “war” and “sword” in the Topical Guide. Look up passages that stand out to you, list them and give your comments on them. Many of the Nephite leaders were warrior-prophets including Nephi (Jacob 1:10) , King Benjamin (Words of Mormon 1:13) , the senior Alma (Alma 2:16), Mormon, and Moroni (son of Mormon). The Bible Dictionary entry on “War in Heaven” says, “The warfare is continued in mortality in the conflict between right and wrong; between the gospel and false principles, etc. The same contestants and the same issues are doing battle, and the same salvation is at stake.” Summarize in what ways the Book of Mormon helps us in our current battles. Use scriptural references in your answers. 
5.
Contention - Using a computerized version of the scriptures such as at www.LDS.org, list all the references in the Book of Mormon to the word “contention”. Count how many times refer to there being contention and how many times the reference says it was absent. Compare the two totals and comment on them. Look up 10 times when contention existed and 5 when it didn't, and state the results in both cases. Write what you have learned for your life from this. 
6.
Joy and Happiness – Using a computerized version of the scriptures such as at www.LDS.org, list all the references to the word “joy” in the Book of Mormon. How many of them can refer to a time beyond this life? Pick the 10 most important to you, look them up and comment on them. Likewise with the word “happiness”. How does its usage differ from that of “joy”? Write the passages that seem most lovely and sublime to you and why. State the causes of the joy or happiness in each case, if they are mentioned. 
7.
Chapter Headings – Pick a range of 50 pages in the Book of Mormon. Read all the chapter headings. As you go, build a list of topics and keep a count for each topic. Summarize your results and state your thoughts about the most frequent topics. Why does the Book of Mormon contain history and stories as opposed to being just a compilation of sermons and doctrines? Which sermons stood out to you the most and why? 
Doctrine and Covenants
Pick any of the 5 items below to make up a single session of class. Each item is expected to take you about an hour.
1.
Personal Revelation – 
A.
Write your guess as to how many verses there are in the D&C where we are either commanded to ask of the Lord, or where someone is shown in the act of prayer. Now read each line in the the handout "Ask the Lord", and write down how many verses it lists. What is one of the main messages of the D&C? Write your response and describe what you learned from the handout.
B.
Scan the headings to the first 20 sections of the D&C and list all of the persons to whom the revelations were directed besides Joseph Smith, and what each person's concern was. 
C.
Turn to the Bible Dictionary's entry on "prayer" and read the paragraph that begins, "As soon as we..." Highlight the best parts. Write a paragraph about how this might be helpful to you.
D.
Look up the following passages from the D&C - 6:23, 9:6-9, 11:12, 11:13, and 128:1. For each one, write what it says in regards to revelation being tailored to the individual. Also, describe in your own words what it is like, as if you are describing it to someone who has never experienced it.
2.
Experience and Strength – Read the handout "The Tribulations of the Prophet Joseph Smith". List all items that you didn't already know. Now read D&C 122:7 and write a paragraph of your thoughts about Joseph Smith's trials. Ask three wise saints to tell you of a particular trial in their life and how, through the strength of the Lord, it made them better. Write your findings, preserving confidentiality if needed. 
3.
The Sacred Role of Women – LDS scholar Susan Easton Black writes -

 
A search of the feminine terms in the Doctrine and Covenants reveals 239 references meant just for women. One consistent theme noted in [these] references is the divine injunction of continual respect for womanhood. This respect is shown to woman by various titles that depict her role. These titles include "daughter," 6 times; "handmaid," 5 times; "woman," 14 times; "wife," 26 times; "mother," 6 times; and "widow," 3 times. These positive titles designate the expected and the respected roles in a woman's mortal life. 
 
The Lord further indicated his respect for the roles of womanhood by teaching parables that feature women. These parables emphasize the importance of continually seeking the Lord (D&C 101:84), of being prepared when he comes again (D&C 63:54), and of his desire to gather the house of Israel (D&C 10:65; 43:24; 29:2). He expects that his example of respect for womanhood will be followed by both men and women. 
 
The Lord in the Doctrine and Covenants evidenced his high regard and respect for womanhood by noting significant concepts introduced by feminine pronouns. These concepts include Zion, mercy, stakes, earth, and moon. Numerically the strongest of these feminine referents is Zion. 
 
The reason why a feminine pronoun was used for these concepts may be found in the virtuous nature of the concepts themselves. For example, mercy is the pure love of God. "Mercy hath compassion on mercy and claimeth her own." (D&C 88:40) Another example is "Zion," which is a dedicated place or people with one heart and one mind. "For, behold, I say unto you that Zion shall flourish, and the glory of the Lord shall be upon her." (D&C 64:41) The sanctity of mercy and Zion, associated with a feminine pronoun, conveys the Lord's vision of the cherished and even sacred position of righteous womanhood. Using these concepts as a prototype shows that in the Lord's plan, women are to be respected and considered sacred and pure. (Doctrines for Exaltation: The 1989 Sperry Symposium on the Doctrine and Covenants, p. 8) 
Look up all the verses cited. Write your impressions from each verse. Read D&C 25. Sister Black says, "The terminology of elect was defined by Joseph Smith on 17 March 1842 in Nauvoo, Illinois, when he told the sisters that 'elect meant to be elected to a certain work... and that the revelation was then fulfilled by Sister Emma's election to the Presidency of the [Relief] Society.'" Write your thoughts on this section, especially on verses 15-16. 
4.
The Secret of the Westward Migration – In the new Triple Combination, study map #6, "The Westward Movement of the Church" (or its equivalent in the older editions). Write a sentence explaining why each location was left behind until 1847. In 1834 the Lord said, "I will will fight your battles." (D&C 105:14) If so, why the repeated relocations? Study the handout "Why The Pioneers Went To Utah". What according to the early church leaders was the main problem? Write what you learned about the reasons for the migration. Use a few of your favorite quotes from the handout in your response. Look up the following words in the Topical Guide - covetousness, greed, and riches. For each one highlight your favorite passages and copy the phrase into a list, stating why you liked them. Name three antedotes for covetousness and greed. Support your responses with scriptural passages. 
5.
Official Declaration 2: Revelation on the Priesthood – This may be the single-most important event of the 20th century, yet unfortunately we seldom savor it. Read the handout "The Revelation on the Priesthood, June 1978". Highlight the parts that are most interesting to you. List the main points from your highlights on a separate sheet of paper and then write a paragraph about what you read and of the feelings of holiness that came over you during your reading. Write a paragraph of the greatness and grandeur of this event. 
Missionary Preparation
Pick any of the 4 items below to make up a single session of class. Each item is expected to take you about an hour.
1.
Alma 17 – Read the chapter. List and comment on each specific way the missionaries were prepared and strengthened for their duties, including while they were on their way. Give your thoughts as to why Ammon did not share the gospel in his first meeting with King Lamoni. What emotion did Ammon have when confronted with a very serious situation in 17:29? Ammon used the talents God had already given him during the latter part of the chapter to show goodness to his fellow servants and his chief investigator. What talents has God been building in you for the same purposes? 
2.
Jeremiah 16:16 – Find the missing word in this misquote of the famous missionary verse: “Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and they shall fish them; and I will send for many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.” What difference does the word make? Look up “fish” in the Bible Dictionary on page 675. How was fishing done back then? What is the difference between fishers and hunters? Relating this to the history of missionary work in Britain, which came first and which is going on now? Ask 5 returned missionaries which kind of mission they had and ask for their comments and advice for being that kind of missionary. Write down what they say and add a summary of what you learned overall. 
3.
Scripture Review – Look up “Missionary Work” in the Topical Guide page 325. From the references there, pick 10 and look them up. List and summarize each one. Next to the words “Missionary Work” at the beginning, are several sub-topics. Write each one down. Look through the list of references again and for each reference, give a point to the most appropriate sub-topic. Which sub-topics got the most points and why? 
4.
Personal Benefit – As with many of the callings and assignments from the Lord, the missionary often benefits as much or more than the people he or she serves. Ask 5 returned missionaries –
•  In what ways they grew on their missions. 
•  If after their missions were over, they felt 2 years behind their peers who didn't go. 
•  Why they feel that former missionary companions often end up as life-long friends. 
Record their comments. Summarize your results by stating which of those comments will likely also be yours after your big adventure. 
5.
Extra Credit - Do the full monty. Introduce the gospel to a friend. Have the missionaries teach him or her with you in attendance and helping as directed. Fellowship diligently for at least two years. Ensure that both of you and your families endure to the end. High-five with them at the judgment bar. 
New Testament
Pick any of the 5 items below to make up a single session of class. Each item is expected to take you about an hour.
1.
Jesus in the Temple– When Jesus was 12 years old Joseph and Mary lost track of him. Upon finding and asking him about it he responded, "How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?" (Luke 2:49). The New International Version states it as, "Why were you searching for me? …Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" The difference is hugely significant. The message is that we should search for the Lord by going to the temple. Read and ponder two overviews about this, chart 1 and chart 2. Read some of the passages referenced in them (at least 5 total). Write your thoughts about the temple as the setting for these teachings. 

The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5) can also be seen in the light of the temple because a mountain top symbolizes a temple. The sermon was repeated in 3 Nephi 12. What was the setting? Surprised? Read and compare the two accounts word for word. Write the differences you find. Follow a few cross-references and write your feelings on what you discover. 
2.
Parables – The Bible Dictionary's entry on "Parables" (p. 741) says, "The only true interpretation is the meaning the parable conveyed, or was meant to convey, when first spoken." Joseph Smith said, "I have a key by which I understand the scriptures. I inquire, what was the question which drew out the answer, or caused Jesus to utter the parable?" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 276-277). Below are links to write-ups about some of the parables. Pick a large one and a small one. Read them both and write a paragraph for each about what the situation was that caused Jesus to give it. Then, putting yourself in the place of the targetted audience, write a paragraph for each parable about how you could apply it in your life. 
Large

· Rich Man and Lazarus
· Good Samaritan
· Good Shepherd


· Prodigal Son 
Small

· Camel and Eye of Needle
· Great Banquet
· Unjust Steward
3.
Crucifixion and Atonement – Read the Topical Guide's entry on "Jesus Christ, Atonement through" and the entry on "Jesus Christ, Crucifixion of". Highlight the passages that stand out to you (at least 5 in each section). Look them up and follow at least one cross-reference on each one. Write a list of all the passages you looked up, why you chose them and what you learned. 
4.
Paul's Epistles - The Bible Dictionary has a wonderful overview of Paul's letters ("Pauline Epistles, p. 743-748). Within each epistle's summary, highlight Paul's purpose in writing it. Write all of your highlights into a single list. Add your thoughts as to Paul's challenges and his overall mission. 
5.
Letters from Peter, James and John - The Bible Dictionary gives overviews of the letters from these men. ("James, Epistles of", p. 709; "John, Epistles of", p. 715; and "Peter, Epistles of", p. 749) . Read these overviews and highlight the purposes of the authors. Pick 3 references from each write-up and look them up. Write the ones you chose and what you learned. In the overview of Peter's letters, notice the final sentence. Look up some of the passages sited in that last paragraph or elsewhere in his letters and write your own evidences to support that sentence. 
Old Testament
Pick any of the 6 items below to make up a single session of class. Each item is expected to take you about an hour.
1.
The Creation– The Sunday School Gospel Doctrine class does not study The Pearl of Great Price separately and tries to cover most of it in an already packed year for Old Testament. In the process an amazing and especially precious "pearl" is mostly overlooked: the creation accounts. The institute manual on The Pearl of Great Price has a wonderful section toward the end titled "A Harmony of the Creation Accounts". It lets us read Genesis, Moses and Abraham side by side in 3 columns, easily comparing verse by verse. Read this "harmony", highlight the differences between the 3 accounts and write a couple summary paragraphs of the differences you find. Probably for the first time in your life all of the the stray details will come together. (You can get a printed manual from the institute or use the one online at the ldsces.org website.) 
2.
Symbols of Christ, Prophecies – Review the section in the Topical Guide on "Jesus Christ, Types of, In Anticipation", page 257. From this section list all the things that symbolize Christ. Look up 10 of the passages and list anything further that you learn. Now see the section on "Jesus Christ, Prophecies about" on page 252. Look at each reference from the Old Testament. Tick the ones that you remember being fulfilled in the New Testament. For each passage you did not tick, look up the reference and see where its cross-references take you. Write what the fulfillment is, based on what you learn. 
3.
Modern Instruction From An Angel – Joseph Smith was tutored by Moroni, the final prophet of the Book of Mormon. Joseph said Moroni used "many" passages of scripture. Of those Joseph listed, all but one passage from Acts are from the Old Testament! And even the passage from Acts is a paraphrase from Deuteronomy. For each passage that Moroni used, read it and write a couple sentences about its importance. Write also what Joseph said Moroni's purposes were in using them. 
Malachi 3 
 
"Quoted part of the third chapter of Malachi" (JS-H 36)
Malachi 4 
 
"He quoted also the fourth or last chapter of the same prophecy" (JS-H 36)
Isaiah 11 
 
"He quoted the eleventh chapter of Isaiah" (JS-H 40)
Acts 3:22-23
 
"He quoted also the third chapter of Acts, twenty-second and twenty-third verses, precisely as they stand in our New Testament." (JS H 40) 
Joel 2:28-32
 
"He also quoted the second chapter of Joel, from the twenty-eighth verse to the last." (JS-H 41) 
Oliver Cowdery later reported additional passages associated with the visit, either that Moroni used or that President Cowdery himself felt were instructive. Of the 35 he listed, all but one is from the Old Testament. Write a paragraph about why Moroni, a Book of Mormon prophet, would teach not from his own book, or even from the New Testament - let alone using completely new verbage of his own making - but from the Old Testament.
4.
Babylon - Read about the symbol of worldly wickness in Bible Dictionary p. 618, Bible Map #11, Topical Guide p. 20 and Hymn #7 “Israel, Israel, God is Calling”. The word "Babylon" even appears in our scriptures outside of the Old Testament - 6 times in the Book of Revelation, 11 times in the Book of Mormon and 9 times in the Doctrine and Covenants. Read the handout by Elder and Sister Larsen, especially the table at the end where Isaiah compares Babylon to Zion point by point. Write a couple paragraphs about why the Lord picked Babylon to symbolize the world, what makes it appealing and how Zion is opposite. 
5.
Priesthood – The Topical Guide has over a dozen entries on priests and the priesthood, pages 386-391. Within each entry, read the parts of them from the Old Testament and highlight your favorites, at least a couple for each entry. Write a list of the passages and phrases you highlighted and give a brief explanation for each one as to why you like it. Afterward write a summary paragraph of what you learned about the priesthood and its proper usage as taught by the Old Testament. 
6.
Joseph and Moses Typify Christ – One of the 12 sons of Israel especially symbolizes the Son of God. Carefully read each scriptural passage referenced in a comparison chart for Joseph. List the items that surprise or interest you the most. Describe what you learn from each item. Do likewise for a comparison chart for Moses. 

Presidents of the Church
Pick either of the items below to make up a single session of class. Each item is expected to take you about an hour.
1.
The Trials of Joseph Smith – Read the 2-page handout prepared by Elder and Sister Larsen. Highlight the parts of most interest to you. Write your thoughts and submit them, 500 words minimum. 
2.
President Hinckley at the National Press Club – In March 2000 President Hinckley addressed representatives from the US press and fielded questions. Read or listen to the event. This forum differed from a regular because his audience is in essence the entire earth, not just members of the church. After enjoying it go back through it a second time and analyze it, answers these questions: What was his tone? What messages did he want to make sure got across? Which questions didn't he answer directly and why? What can we learn from his example in answering questions about the church? How is it an example of his leadership as the church grows worldwide.
