Joseph Smith’s Translation of Matthew 24

The Prophet Joseph Smith made more changes to Matthew 24 than to any other chapter in the New Testament. 

	King James Version (KJV) of Matthew 24
	1,050 words

	Joseph Smith Matthew (JSM)
	1,500 words


The last verse of JSM is the only verse for which there is no correlating verse in the KJV -

v.55 And thus cometh the end of the wicked, according to the prophecy of Moses, saying: They shall be cut off from among the people; but the end of the earth is not yet, but by and by.

JSM clearly separates the 2 different time periods -

	Verses
	Time Period

	5-21
	In Jerusalem in the years shortly after His death. 

	21-55
	In the last days, prior to His Second Coming.


Verse 21 is the transition – 

Behold, these things I have spoken unto you concerning the Jews; and again, after the tribulation of those days which shall come upon Jerusalem …
3 statements are each repeated twice in JSM but only once each in the KJV -

	Phrase
	KJV
	JSM
	JSM

	“because iniquity shall abound, the love of men shall wax cold”
	12
	10
	30

	“the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet”
	15
	12
	32

	“shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars”
	6
	23
	28


(The material above is from the institute’s 
Pearl of Great Price Student Manual, p. 43)

In addition to the repeated statements there are some significant changes in the arrangement and wording of the verses  -

	KJV
	JSM
	    
	KJV
	JSM

	7
	29
	
	34
	34

	8
	19
	
	35
	35

	14
	31
	
	36
	40

	33
	39
	
	 
	 


(From Keith W. Perkins’ chapter in Joseph Smith Translation: The Restoration of Plain and Precious Things, p. 238)

	Quiz
	“What is the sign of thy coming, 
and of the end of the world?” (v. 4)


1. Who will attempt to deceive the very elect, and what tactics will be used? (v. 22). (The elect are the faithful members of the Church.)

2. What ought to be the reaction of men when they hear of wars and rumors of wars? (v. 23, 28- 29)
3. When claims are made that Jesus Christ is in the desert or in the secret chambers, what ought to be your response? (v. 25)
4. To what extent will the light of the gospel spread forth in the earth? (v. 26)
5. What is meant by this statement: "For wheresoever the carcass is, there will the eagles be gathered together." (v. 27)
6. List the four signs named in verse 29.

7. What is meant by this statement: "The love of many shall wax cold"? (v. 30)
8. Who then, shall be saved? (v. 30)
9. When shall the end come (the destruction of the wicked)?  And why is the gospel of the kingdom to be preached first? (v. 31)
10. What is the abomination of desolation which shall occur a second time? (v. 32, see the Bible Dictionary)
11. After the tribulation of the days of abomination, what four signs will be given? (v. 33)
12. What is meant in verse 34 regarding the time frame?

13. What is the sign of the Son of Man which will be shown forth in heaven? (v. 36)
14. How, then, may men avoid deception? (v. 37–40)
15. What shall be the attitude of most men prior to Jesus' coming? (v. 41–43)
16. What is meant by this statement "Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left"? (v. 44–45)
17. What is the admonition men must heed? (v. 46–48)
18. What will happen if we fail to prepare? (v. 49–55)
The Amazing Christian Escape

(The following is from George A. Horton Jr., Ensign, June 1989, p. 48.)

When the Roman legions destroyed Judaea and Jerusalem in A.D. 70, Josephus says that more than 1,100,000 Jews perished and nearly 100,000 were taken captive.  In Rome’s ancient forum, the Arch of Titus, which still stands, depicts Jewish captives in chains and Roman soldiers carrying the seven-branched temple candlestick on their shoulders. Yet, while the Jews suffered starvation, slaughter, and capture, their fellow Christians in Jerusalem escaped.

How were the Christians spared?  … The Lord first identified the situation leading up to destruction: Many would deceive the people by saying that they were prophets or even Christ himself. The disciples would be delivered up and afflicted, hated of all nations. Betrayal and iniquity would abound, and the love of many would turn cold. (See Matthew 24:10–12; JS—Matthew 1:6–10)
The Lord then taught of two major signs that would alert believers to flee. (See Luke 21:20 and Matthew 24:15–18.)
… [The destruction would be similar to the one that had already] happened in 170 B.C. when the Syrian king Antiochus IV ordered a massacre in Jerusalem, profaned the altar of the temple, and carried away the temple treasures. The horrifying events under Antiochus were familiar to every Jew, and those who heard Jesus’ reference to Daniel vividly understood the Savior’s prophecies …

History … reveals that his prophecies were realized. It also reveals the stunning fact that the believers obeyed the warnings, fled Jerusalem to a town called Pella, and thus saved themselves. The early Christian scholar Eusebius wrote: “The whole body, however, of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by a divine revelation, given to men of approved piety there before the war, removed from the city, and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella.”

… “[As] Vespasian was approaching with his army, all who believed in Christ left Jerusalem and fled to Pella, and other places beyond the river Jordan; and so they all marvelously escaped the general shipwreck of their country: not one of them perished.” 

Pella must not have been the only destination of fleeing Christians, but it was the most prominent at the time. The flight to Pella took place in A.D. 66 during the attack by Gallus.  Four years later came the fall of Jerusalem. Titus laid siege to the capital, and his battering rams broke down the great walls. The Jews, who were already suffering from plunder, murder, pestilence, and famine among themselves, were easy prey for the fire and swords of the Tenth Roman Legion.

The Master’s chilling words concerning the fate of the temple in Jerusalem were completely fulfilled: “Seest thou these great buildings? there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” (Mark 13:2.) The building the Lord called “my house” (Matthew 21:13) had stood on “immense foundations of solid blocks of white marble covered with gold.”  Some of the blocks were 67 1/2 feet long by 9 feet thick. The temple towered 100 feet into the air, fronted by two immense columns. The imposing structure was laid waste, with no part of the building left intact. Only a part of the original wall that had surrounded the temple mount remained.

Jesus had given adequate warning, and those who heeded the prophecies survived, while most others perished. Pella continued as an important Christian center for more than seventy years, during the time that Jerusalem remained desolate. 

… “Whoso treasureth up my word, shall not be deceived” (JS—M 1:37), the Lord says. He urges us to stand in holy places—places, as President Ezra Taft Benson has told us, that “include our temples, our chapels, our homes, and the stakes of Zion.” These are, as the Lord declares, “for a defense, and for a refuge from the storm, and from wrath when it shall be poured out without mixture upon the whole earth.” (D&C 115:6)


(The following is from The Pearl Of Great Price, A Verse-by-Verse Commentary by Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown & Michael D. Rhodes)

The term Christ is not a name.  It is our pronunciation of a Greek word christos … “to anoint”, and it denotes the Anointed One corresponding to the Hebrew word messiah.  The Savior was the Anointed One, and those whom He placed at the head of His Church were also anointed, having authority from Him to preside.  During Peter’s lifetime, no one seems to have actually claimed to be Jesus.  What the Savior predicted, however, was that men would arise purporting to have His authority or to be the promised messiah.  The prophecy was quickly fulfilled.  The book of Acts mentions Judas the Galilean, Thadeus, and an Egyptian Jew, all pretending to be Jewish saviors.  Within the Church, men also arose claiming authority.  Not sixty years later, John lamented to the Saints, “As ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists” who deceived many (1 John 2:18).  (p. 306-307)
… The Romans were not guilty of abominating the temple; they destroyed it.  According to Josephus [an ancient writer], abomination came from the faithless among the ranking members of the Jews who used the temple for their own gain.  Had these Jews honored the temple and God’s covenant, the Lord would have protected it and them.  Instead, the Jews abominated His house and brought upon themselves destruction.  The Romans acted only as the agents.  “Stand in the holy place.”  The Lord indicated only one place.  The irony is that it was not His temple.  Because His holy house was no longer holy, He had to designate another place of holiness [Pella]. (p. 308)
How could Jesus say this would be the worst of all times?  The answer probably lies less in the intensity of the brutalization than it does in its source.  Though Rome would end the destruction, its worst part came from Jews turning against Jews both before and during the siege.  Josephus records how three leaders fought for control of the Jews and Jerusalem and in the process killed hundreds of their countrymen.  They went not only after those who were in the other camps but also those who tried to remain neutral.  Further, one of these leaders allowed his followers, during the siege, to pillage the houses of his fellow countrymen for food and valuables, leaving the residents to starve to death. (p. 310)

(Lesson by Zan & Misty Larsen. The quiz material is from the institute manual The Life And Teachings Of Jesus And His Apostles, p. 155-156.)

Extra Material

Maybe mention Pres. Kimball and the Parable of the Ten Virgins.

Consider using “Very Elect Will NOT Be Deceived.doc”.



Answers to the Quiz

1. False Christs and prophets show signs and wonders.  Note that the very elect will not be deceived.  The passage says “if it were possible”.  

Joseph Smith: “…they will deceive almost the very chosen ones.”  - History of the Church, v. 6, p. 364.  

Brigham Young: “Were your faith concentrated upon the proper object… you would be filled with the Holy Ghost, and it would be as impossible for any man to deceive and lead you to destruction as for a feather to remain unconsumed in the midst of intense heat.” - Journal of Discourses, Vol.7, p.277 - p.278, October 7, 1859

Joseph F. Smith: “To the faithful Latter-day Saint is given the right to know the truth, as God knows it; and no power beneath the celestial kingdom can lead him astray, darken his understanding, becloud his mind or dim his faith or his knowledge of the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It can't be done, for the light of God shines brighter than the illumination of a falsehood and error; therefore, those who possess the light of Christ, the spirit of revelation and the knowledge of God, rise above all these vagaries in the world; they know of this doctrine, that it is of God and not of man.” – Gospel Doctrine, p. 6
2. Not be troubled.

3. Don’t believe that.

4. Cover the whole earth.

5. The elect will be gathered like birds that seemingly come out of nowhere to dine.

6. Nation vs. nation and kingdom vs. kingdom, famine, pestilence (epidemic, plague), earthquake.

7. Selfish, cold-hearted, irresponsible.

8. Those who are not overcome.

9. After the gospel is preached as a witness to all nations.

10. See the Bible Dictionary’s entry. 1. Jerusalem under siege, day of judgments poured out on the world.

11. Sun darkened, stars fall, moon not give light, powers (planets?) of heaven shaken.

12. All in one generation.

13. Coming in clouds with power and glory.

14. Treasure the word, watch the signs.

15. Like in the days of Noah, society going on as usual. 

16. Selective destruction, not geographical but by individual person.  

When the Lord comes and the earth is burned, so intense shall be the heat that "the mountains shall melt" and "flow down" at his presence (Isaiah 64:1; D&C 133:40), and carnal and worldly things shall be destroyed. In a revelation to Joseph Smith, he said: "Every corruptible thing, both of man, or of the beasts of the field, or of the fowls of the heavens, or of the fish of the sea, that dwells upon all the face of the earth, shall be consumed; And also that of element shall melt with fervent heat." (D&C 101:24-25.) If every corruptible thing shall be consumed at our Lord's return, how important it is for us so to live that we can "abide the day of his coming" (Malachi 3:2). - Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, v3, p. 2.
17. Watch and be ready.

18. We’ll all be toast.



Spencer W. Kimball - I believe that the Ten Virgins represent the people of the Church of Jesus Christ and not the rank and file of the world. All of the virgins, wise and foolish, had accepted the invitation to the wedding supper; they had knowledge of the program and had been warned of the important day to come. They were not the gentiles or the heathens or the pagans, nor were they necessarily corrupt and reprobate, but they were knowing people who were foolishly unprepared for the vital happenings that were to affect their eternal lives.

They had the saving, exalting gospel, but it had not been made the center of their lives. They knew the way but gave only a small measure of loyalty and devotion. I ask you: What value is a car without an engine, a cup without water, a table without food, a lamp without oil?  (Faith Precedes the Miracle, 253.)
Joseph Fielding Smith - The Lord has never revealed to us when the day will come, but he has given us knowledge enough by which we may know that that day is not far away.  When I say 'not far away,' I am not setting any definite number of years … People say all kinds of things but no man knows the day of his coming and no man is going to know and I don't think the Twelve will know it.  I have my doubts that the Presidency of the Church will know, because the Lord says he will come when no one is expecting it, but he has given us signs and the world is full of them today, signs of his coming as he draws nigh. (Take Heed to Yourselves, p. 19-20.)
Wilford Woodruff - True it is that the day and hour of our Lord's coming are and will remain unknown, such being an incentive to all to watch and be ready at all times.  But true it also is that those who watch for that great and dread day are expected to read the signs of the times so as to know the approximate time of his coming.  President Wilford Woodruff taught that we do know the generation when he will come.  (Discourses of Wilford Woodruff by G. Homer Durham, p. 253, quoted in Bruce R. McConkie, Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, v. 3, p. 55)

Hoyt W. Brewster, Jr. - The parable of the fig tree is spoken of twice in the Doctrine and Covenants (35:16; 45:34-39).  The Savior indicated that when the fig tree began to shoot forth its leaves, we would know that his coming was nigh.  

Of this parable, Elder Melvin J. Ballard said: "One characteristic of a fig tree is that it does not put forth its leaves until relatively late in the year, long after most of the trees are in full leaf. The Savior used this feature in a parable concerning his second coming. Although the world will not know the day nor the hour of his coming, we should observe the signs of the times, for when the fig tree puts forth its leaves, we know that summer is nigh. In other words, when the signs of the second coming begin to be made manifest, we know that the second coming is nigh or near at hand." (Conference Report, Oct. 1923, p. 32.) The parable is mentioned in the New Testament and also the Pearl of Great Price (Matt. 24:32-33; Mark 13:28-29; Luke 21:29-31; JS-M 1:38-43).   (Doctrine and Covenants Encyclopedia, 182.)

Bruce R. McConkie - It is true that no man knoweth the day nor the hour of his return—'no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only' (Matt. 24:36), as he himself expressed it—but those who treasure up his word will not be deceived as to the time of that glorious day, nor as to the events to precede and to attend it. (Jos. Smith 1:37.) The righteous will be able to read the signs of the times. To those in darkness he will come suddenly, unexpectedly, 'as a thief in the night,' but to 'the children of light' who 'are not of the night, nor of darkness,' as Paul expressed it, that day will not overtake them 'as a thief.' They will recognize the signs as certainly as a woman in travail foreknows the approximate time of her child's birth.  (Mormon Doctrine, p. 688.)

Donald and Jay Parry -  “Will come on thee as a thief.” This expression is recorded twice in Revelation, here, and again in 16:15. Most scriptural texts state that it is not the Lord but "the day of the Lord" (1 Thes. 5:2,  4; 2 Pet. 3:10), "desolation" (D&C 45:19), or "the coming of the Lord" (D&C 106:4) that comes as a thief. The Lord himself will come in glory for all to see (19:11-16). A thief secures his goods by stealth, always quickly, unexpectedly, and usually under the cover of night; the second coming of Christ is likened unto such. Modern revelation makes it clear that Christ comes not as a thief to the "children of light" but to the "world" (D&C 106:4-5).   (Donald W. Parry and Jay A. Parry, Understanding the Book of Revelation, 45, quoted in the article “’Children of Light' Prepared”, LDS Church News, 1993, 08/07/93.)
Ezra Taft Benson - At His second coming, the Savior will appear first to those in the New Jerusalem in America, then to the Jews in Jerusalem, and finally to all the world.

His first appearance will be to the righteous Saints who have gathered to the New Jerusalem. In this place of refuge they will be safe from the wrath of the Lord, which will be poured out without measure on all nations …
The second appearance of the Lord will be to the Jews. To these beleaguered sons of Judah, surrounded by hostile Gentile armies, who again threaten to overrun Jerusalem, the Savior - their Messiah - will appear and set His feet on the Mount of Olives, "and it shall cleave in twain, and the earth shall tremble, and reel to and fro, and the heavens shall also shake." (D&C 45:48) 

The Lord Himself will then rout the Gentile armies, decimating their forces (see Ezek. 38,39). Judah will be spared, no longer to be persecuted and scattered …
The third appearance of Christ will be to the rest of the world …
All nations will see Him "in the clouds of heaven, clothed with power and great glory; with all the holy angels …" (New Era, Dec. 1980, p.49, quoted in Rulon T.Burton, We Believe.)

