Answering Questions from Non-Members

A model by President Hinckley before the National Press Club Newsmakers Luncheon, March 8, 2000 

Questions read by Jack Cushman of The New York Times and 
president of the National Press Club.

Q. Perhaps the most frequently asked question on all these cards that I have is what the role in politics is going to be for the church and its members? Can you comment a little bit about political activism among your church members?

A. Well, the church as an institution does not involve itself in politics nor does it permit the use of its buildings or facilities for political purposes.  Now, we do become involved if there is a moral issue or something that comes on the legislative calendar which directly affects the church. We tell our people who are citizens of this land and other lands that they as individuals have a civic responsibility to exercise the franchise that is theirs so they become very active. But as a church, as I have said, do not become involved in tax matters or any other kinds of legislation unless there be a moral issue which we think is of great importance or something which may be directed to the church, harmfully as we view it, and then we would become involved. But, we do very little politicking. We look at Washington and smile. (laughter)

Jack Cushman: We welcome smiles in Washington.

Q. A questioner said the church actively supported Proposition 22, the ballot measure banning same-sex marriage which California voters approved yesterday, and asks does the church take any credit for that result and does this signal a more activist political posture?

A. I don't think it signals a more active political posture, but we were actively involved there. We were part of a coalition that very actively worked on that matter. We are not anti-gay. We are pro-family. I want to emphasize that, and we’re very grateful for all who worked so diligently and happy for the outcome of that vote, which was about 61-38 (percent), by a very sizable margin that prevailed. We are very grateful because California is a bellwether state, and the fight there was very real. I'd like to add the church put no money into that as an institution.  All that was spent was contributed by members of the church, that is all that we spent or contributed was contributed by members of the church as individuals, and they not only gave of their means, but they gave of their strength and their energy to win a great victory, I think, in terms of their attitude and position.

Jack Cushman: We will move beyond politics shortly, but we have a couple more.  President Hinckley: It doesn't scare me.

Q. Someone asked: Since George W. Bush's appearance at Bob Jones University really elevated this question of religion and politics this year, what is your opinion of his appearance there and the aftermath?

A. Oh, we haven't given it much thought. We have been persecuted a great deal during our history, terribly so. We've endured every kind of insult and difficulty. Fortunately, that’s largely disappeared and we are not going to fuss over that. I heard him the other night on the Larry King Show, and I felt a little sorry for him. We'll stand as we have stood through all these years and move forward with a smile on our face and a greeting in our hearts for anyone who speaks against us or for us.

Q. The church is sending missionaries into the inner cities of the United States. What kind of racial sensitivity training, if any, are the missionaries given, especially regarding the history of the church and African-Americans?

A. Well, we do have some missionaries working among these people, and they bring out of these people some very strong leaders.  It’s an amazing and wonderful thing to see how people develop when they are given an opportunity and encouragement and direction. That's happening, and we have no problem with it. It’s all part of what we are doing. We are working in Africa, all up and down Africa, with tremendous results. We are grateful for good people wherever we find them, people with tremendous potential when they are given opportunity, and we can only say that we’re happy to have them and do what we can to assist them.

Q. When we stop talking about politics in Washington we starting talking about the Internet. A questioner asks, Could you comment on the growth of the Internet and if you feel it has had a negative impact on the morality of society as a whole?

A. I don't know much about it. I'm an old man unable to learn, evidently. My grandchildren could tell you all about it, but I am not up to speed to the degree that they are. I don't know that the Internet has contributed greatly to immorality. We're already pretty well sunk down into a morass of immorality, (laughter) but I regret anything which induces people, which leads people to live below good standards, good values, virtue in their lives, causes them to sink down into this lowly business where they make no contribution and do very little good and bring only harm to themselves. Now, as for the Internet, it is a great boon. (laughter) As I said, we are getting 8 million hits a day in our family history work.

Jack Cushman: An old man with a big Web page. (laughter and applause)

Q. Why is the church growing so quickly, what purpose does it serve?

A. Well, it’s growing because it has a commission to go in the world and teach the gospel to every nation, kindred, tongue and people. We consider that a divine commission, and we are pursuing that very aggressively and at the same time, while in that process, we think we are doing good. We think we are improving people's lives. We think that we are causing them to stand taller, straighter and be better people, and when all is said and done, I guess that is purpose of any religion. We are trying to do our part and do it in a very aggressive, but practical and hard-headed, way, if you please, so that we build on a strong foundation for the future.

Q. How should members of the church respond to the efforts of some other religious groups to convert them to other beliefs and religions?

A. Well, I say this: We don't downgrade any religion. We recognize the good they all do. I say to those of other faiths: 'You bring all the good that you have and let us see if we can add to it.' Now that's our attitude reduced to a very short statement, and it works.

Q. How does one keep family ties strong when church obligations keep one so busy?

A. We must have a member of the church here. That could only come out of a member of the church. I'm glad you're working hard, keep it up, but do not neglect your families. That is No. 1. You're responsible for your own household. Those children are God's children for whom you have a very serious and sacred responsibility. Do not neglect them. If you are too busy in your church activities to take care of your family, then perhaps we had better find something else for you to do.

Q. When you watch television and see what is portrayed there, and in films, do you feel you are losing the crusade or the war?

A. No. I don't watch television very much (laughter). But no, I don't think we are losing the war. I think we are winning the war. I am an optimist. I believe the future looks good. We have a lot of problems to deal with, very serious problems. The American family is in trouble. I think no one could doubt that. We have many troublesome things — gangs, drugs and everything else of that kind — but, in spite of all that, there are so many good people in this land, so many people who want to do the right thing that I'm totally optimistic about the future. I don't think we are going down to ruin and trouble. I think we're making a little headway and we ought to be grateful for the opportunity and work a little harder at it.

Q. We hear a lot of talk from the presidential candidates, including the two front-runners now, about using faith-based organizations to do work that has traditionally been done by the government. Do you think this is going to let the government off the hook?

A. I don't think anybody is going to let the government off the hook the way things are going. I don't think the government is going to change much in that regard, but I want to say this: We are doing what we can to take care of our own, and that’s a tremendous effort.  I think if you could look into our workings of this welfare program you’d be amazed at what you see.  We’re trying to do our part to care for our own, and everyone that we take care of lightens the load of government, and we think that’s a benefit to all the people of the nation.

Q. What is your position on prayer or meditation or moments of silence in public schools?

A. I believe in them and I’ll be glad to get through here so I can have a moment of meditation (laughter). Well, all of us ought to pause once in a while and just stop and think of things. We’re prone to talk too much and do too little. I think it is a wonderful thing to just indulge once in a while in moments of introspection and see what we are doing with our lives and what contribution we’re making and where we could do a little better than we’re now doing. I feel we’d all benefit from that.

Q. Well, do you think it’s appropriate to have this as part of the daily instruction in public school?

A. In the public schools? I don't know that I want to comment on that. I think we may have taken a terrible step backwards some years ago, and I don't know whether we'll recover from it. You politicians know better than I do what the mood is to change the law, but regardless of that we teach our people in their own private lives and in their own individual ways to pray, to get on their knees and talk with God and listen for his still, small voice and receive his inspiration and direction in their lives, and we bear testimony of the fact that that yields great good.  I don't hesitate to say that for a moment.

Q. If you'll forgive the levity, somebody here really wants to know, has God forgotten about BYU football? (laughter)

A. That comes from an alumnus. I don't know. I hope not. I think we’ve got to bring about a turnaround, but they are working on it. They’re working very hard on it. I hope that something good comes of it. I like to see a winner. I say that.

Q. What you do you consider to be the greatest challenge that the church faces right now?

A. I just told you [in the opening speech]— training of leadership. Every local congregation in Japan is Japanese. Every local congregation in Hong Kong is Chinese. Every local leader in Sweden is Swedish, Norwegian, etc., etc. These are people who have to be trained in leadership. We carry forward a great program, and the product is wonderful to behold. I think we could even train you, Mr. Cushman (laughter).

Jack Cushman: You are doing pretty well so far. (laughter and applause)  They seem enthusiastic.

Q. With more members of the church outside the U.S. than in the U.S. does this present a need for greater decentralization of the administrative functioning of the church?

A. We are doing that. We know we can't lick every postage stamp in Salt Lake City. Of course, we do. So we have established area offices across the world where we have three of what we call our general authorities presiding over an area of the world. We now has such offices in Brazil, in Argentina, in Bolivia, in Chile, in Japan, in Hong Kong and Manila, South Africa, West Africa, and so on. We are decentralizing in that respect. We have to.

Q. A questioner asks whether you see a prospect for missionaries in China?

A. Well, as I have said, we go in the front door. When we go to China doing missionary work, the Chinese government will know about it. Now, there are provisions, as we understand, in their constitution which at this time make that very difficult if not impossible. They'll have to say when, and we'll respond. We have two or three branches of the church in China which are comprised of outsiders who are from the United States and other nations. We have one in Beijing. We have one in Shanghai. Of course, we have strong work in Hong Kong, we have strong work in Taiwan. The Chinese government has its rules and regulations, and we believe in honoring, obeying and sustaining the law, and that's where we stand at the moment.

Q. Please tell us a little about your book and how did you get a tough guy like Mike Wallace to write the introduction?

A. Well, Mike’s a good man. I've learned to know him and think very highly of him. I had an experience with him on "60 Minutes," and I didn't know what I was getting into and my friends warned me against him, but he was kind to us. I've had a good relationship with him, and he consented to this letter which is a good introduction — I guess that's what's selling the book.

Q. A questioner says: Why did you write a book that’s not about your church? What are you trying to accomplish through this book?

A. To see if it could be done. Well, we wanted to reach out further to other people. I talk of values in this book, virtues. I talk about America. I talk about a lot of these things that I think are very, very important. I felt that the people of this nation — perhaps some of them — might be helped by it. And it was with that in mind that I did so.  Now it isn't a book of theology, but it’s a book of virtues and values which are a part of theology. The teachings of the gospel bear fruit in the virtuous lives of the people. And by dealing with those lives I hope to accomplish some good in reaching out to people who may not be interested in our theology but would be interested in our position and stance on some of these values that are of everlasting benefit to this nation and people across the world.

Q. Do you find that when it comes to core values that, basically, all of the religions get it, more or less, right?

A. Oh, I think they all do good. I believe that. I have many friends of other religions, and I am satisfied that they are very conscientious, good people who are trying to good. I appreciate them for that. I think the world would be much poorer without religion, speaking generally.

Q. Do you find that the image of the church is changing rapidly, slowly? Do you work at bringing about change in the way the church is viewed by those outside the church?

A. Constantly — trying to build understanding. As I indicated in what I said in my talk, ignorance leads to misunderstanding. When we don't know how other people act, what they do, what they believe, we view them with suspicion. When we get to know more about them that suspicion turns to appreciation, and I think that is what we are trying to do, trying to accomplish. Now compared with 100 years ago, 150 years ago, we live in a world that pretty well understands us and I think appreciates us, and we’re freed from that terrible persecution of the past. We are living in a new day where the sunshine of good will pours in upon the church and assists us in the spread of our work across the world.

Q. And yet at times you hear even from other Christian faiths, that your church is not a Christian church.

A. I know. I can't understand it. I never can understand it. The very name of the Savior is in the name of the church. I can't understand how they can possibly say that. The New Testament is a fundamental scripture for us. We have in addition to that the Book of Mormon, which becomes another witness for Jesus Christ. I can't understand why they take that position, but their position comes of the tradition of their fathers, I think, and our position comes from the Restoration of the gospel. And so we have some differences, but we don't worry much about that. We just go on with our work, talking positively, teaching positively, working affirmatively, to make of the world a better place in which to live.

Jack Cushman: I find another political question crept into the deck here.  President Hinckley: I bet you put it there.

Q. It says, given the platform and positions taken by the Democratic Party, can you be a good church member and a Democrat?

A. Yes, I think so. I don't know why you couldn't. It depends on what you believe as a Democrat in terms of some things. Now there are some things we don't subscribe to. We've got lots of Democrats in the church, lots of them, and they are good people. I don't worry about that too much. This is Washington. I better be careful of what I say. Well, we've got a Democratic presidency and we’ve got another candidate now, pretty well marked out… Look to the future.

Q. This questioner says that Catholics are welcomed in Protestant church services and vice versa. Do the Mormons invite other faiths into your church services?

A. Oh sure, of course we do. We invite anybody who’d like to come. We welcome them; wish them to come; want them to come. We hope they will come. That's the whole thrust of our missionary effort. Yes, very much so. We don't shun them. We love them.

Q. A number of people asked what the secret is to your staying so vigorous. (I have to say it is on several of these cards.) Are there health secrets that come from your religious practice?

A. Sure. We have what we call the Word of Wisdom, which is a religious principle with us, which proscribes the use of alcohol, tobacco and such things and urges people to eat grains and such things as that. Now, I have never smoked. I have never drunk, I have never done those things. I don't know that's the reason I am going to be 90on June 23, but the idea is, that I try to follow is that you go to bed every night and be sure you get up in the morning (laughter).

Jack Cushman: I'll try to remember that, Sir.

Q. What is your church's teaching on divorce?

A. Well, we don't like it. We have divorce. We permit divorce. I very much regret that divorce is so rampant in the land. I think it’s indicative of the breaking up of the family. I think it’s a very sorrowful thing to witness that we have so much divorce which comes of a disrespect on the part of men and women and a lack of appreciation and an unwillingness to give and take a little here and there. If every man would make his prime concern the comfort and well-being of his wife and every wife would make her chief concern the comfort and well-being of her husband, we would have very little divorce in the land.

Q. Perhaps it’s another journalist in the audience, but he wants you to think back to the time when you were considering Columbia University and the School of Journalism. What was it that made you decide that wasn't such a great idea?

A. That's a long time ago.  Well, the fact is when I came home from my mission in England - I graduated from the University of Utah before I went - and I stopped in New York on the way home to inquire at Columbia and so on. I came home and the leaders of the church asked me to come and do some work there, and I ceded to their requests and have been there ever since. Can't get out of the rut (laughter).

Jack Cushman: Neither can I.

Q. With the voice of authority do you think you could convince Sen. Hatch here to stick around and sing a few songs for us?

A. One of our major principles is the sanctity of free agency, and if he chooses to sing I'll stay and listen, but if he leaves I'll go out right behind him.

Notes by Misty and Zan Larsen, 6/8/03

In general we should prepare 3 types of responses to questions -

1. A “sound bite” – a phrase or short sentence.

2. A brief, informative answer.  Pres. Hinckley’s responses above, average one minute exactly.

3. An in-depth explanation.

Often we are prepared to give in-depth answers to most questions.  It’s the other two that are the challenge. We need to prepare for them – they often catch us off-guard.

We need to prepare especially for short answers because sometimes time doesn’t allow for more.  For example, you’re walking into a business meeting and an out-of-town colleague asks about polygamy.

A second and often more frequent challenge is to not over-answer.  The questioner may only be interested in brief information and, for example in the case of polygamy, doesn’t really have emotional interest in it like we do.  When we say too much we may be dwelling on the appetizer when the questioner would like to move on to more meat - such as, “My mother passed away recently.  Do you people really believe in life after death?”  

Pres. Hinckley did not give a direct answer to about a third of the questions – political ones and the one about other faiths.  He does this to avoid contention and to redirect the conversation to optimism.  He also uses the question as an opportunity to teach or promote a point.

Resources

D&C 9:8 - First study it out in your mind
D&C 38:30 - If ye are prepared ye shall not fear

Audio version and transcript of the above appearance - www.npr.org/programs/npc/2000/000308.ghinckley.html
Pres. Hinckley’s talk in October conference, 2002, on frequently asked questions.  “What Are People Asking About Us?” Ensign, Nov. 1998, p. 70

www.lds.org – News Media Resources / Browse by Topic.  See the section in almost every topic on questions and answers or “background filler”.

www.mormon.org – Frequently Asked Questions 

Standing for Something

Remarks of President Gordon B. Hinckley at the National Press Club, Washington D.C., March 8, 2000

Thank you for your generous introduction. 
My thanks to all who are here today. I am deeply honored by your presence. This is a very large gathering and it is somewhat intimidating, particularly since I know who you are and what you do. 
I have chosen to speak on the Church, giving a sampling of its operations. We now have more members overseas than we have in the United States and the percentage overseas is growing, although we are growing significantly also in the United States. I believe that no other church which has risen from the soil of America has grown so large or spread so widely. 
It was not many years ago that we were largely a Utah Church. Now our people are found everywhere across this nation and Canada, and beyond the seas around the world. We are now operating in more than 160 nations. Our worldwide membership is approaching 11 million. 
Of these, approximately four million are women who belong to what we call the Relief Society of the Church. I think it is the oldest women's organization in the world, and perhaps the largest. It has its own officers and board and these officers also sit on other boards and committees of the Church. People wonder what we do for our women. I will tell you what we do. We get out of their way and look with wonder at what they are accomplishing. 
I think I might capsulize what we are doing across the world by telling you of an experience I had. I was in Mexico City to speak to the graduating class of the school which we operate in that area. I was introduced to one of the graduates, a young woman. Her mother and her grandmother had come for the exercises. 
The grandmother had lived in the bush. She had never learned to read or write. She was totally illiterate. Her daughter had received a little schooling, not very much. She could read a newspaper headline or something of that kind. Now came this beautiful young woman. She was in the graduating class. I asked her, "What are you going to do now?" 
She replied, "I have received a scholarship to the medical school of the National University." 
That to me was a miracle. From the bush and total illiteracy, to refinement and medical school in three generations. She spoke not only her native Spanish, but English as well. She gave full credit to the Church and its programs for what had happened to her. 
We all know that education unlocks the door of opportunity for the young. And so we pour large resources into educating our youth. Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, is our crown jewel. It is the largest church-sponsored private university in America, with an enrollment of more than 28,000. Its graduates are now found across this nation and even across the world. They serve on the faculties of nearly every large university in America. They are in business, the professions, and in almost every honorable vocation. A substantial number are here in Washington, including 17 members of the Congress, some of whom are here today. We operate other schools. But we cannot accommodate all who might wish to attend these Church-sponsored institutions. And so we operate institutes of religion contiguous to the campuses of colleges and universities throughout the land. Here our youth are involved in religious studies and have a wonderful time socializing together. 
In the early days of the Church, when our people were gathering from the British Isles and Europe, our leaders set up what was known as the Perpetual Emigration Fund. The Church loaned money to those who did not have sufficient so that they might gather to Utah. As they were employed, they repaid the loan, and this became a revolving fund for so long as it was needed. 
We face a new challenge today. In the underdeveloped countries we have young men and women, many of them of capacity, but without opportunity to improve themselves. They cannot do so without help. We are now assisting some and are working on plans to assist many more to acquire education in their own lands. We are providing a ladder by which they can climb out of the impoverishment that surrounds them to make something better of their lives, to occupy places of honor and respect in society, and to make a contribution of significance to the nation of which they are a part. 
We are already engaged in micro-credit undertakings, whereby small amounts are loaned to those for whom a hundred or two or three hundred dollars can spell an actual change in their future. When given such credit these people become entrepreneurs, taking pride in what they are doing and lifting themselves out of the bondage that has shackled their forebears for generations. From a bread shop in Ghana to a woodworking business in Honduras, we are making it possible for people to learn skills they never dreamed of acquiring and to raise their standard of living to a level of which they previously had little hope. 
As the Church moves out across the world and into the future, we face two very serious problems. The first is the training of local leadership. All of our local congregations are headed by local people, volunteers who work at their regular vocations and carry on as they are called to serve, as bishops for instance, with local congregations. 
I have just been down in Mexico, and I am amazed at the quality of leaders we are developing. These are men and women of strength and capacity. They are quick learners. They are devoted and faithful. They have become better husbands and fathers and wives and mothers under the family-strengthening programs of the Church. They are an asset to the society of which they are a part, as will be the generations who come after them. That is the beauty of this work. When you touch the life of a man of this generation, that influence is felt through generations yet to come. 
The second problem we face is providing places of worship as we grow so rapidly in these areas. We are constructing nearly 400 new houses of worship each year. It is a huge task. It is a tremendous responsibility. But we must accomplish it and we are doing so. Some of these houses of worship are relatively small, and many of them are large. They are all attractive. They are well kept. They have beautiful landscaping. They are a credit to every community where they are found. And they become a wonderful example to the people. 
Thirty years ago I had responsibility for our work in South America. I recall the first time I went to Santiago, Chile. There were perhaps a hundred members of the Church in the entire nation. We had a little school of about ten students who met in a tiny building that was little more than a shed. A short time ago I was back in Santiago and spoke to a congregation assembled in a large football stadium with 57,500 in attendance. I could scarcely believe what I saw. 
They were well dressed, clean, and attractive. They did not smoke, not one of them. They did not drink, not one of them. They were there as families for the most part, fathers and mothers and children. There is no generation gap among such people. There is love and honor and respect in the family circle. This is the result of Church teaching and Church family programs. 
Every good citizen adds to the strength of a nation. With that assumption I do not hesitate to say that the nation of Chile is better for our presence, and the same thing is happening in every other nation where we are operating. 
It is my philosophy that everyone who comes into this Church should immediately have a friend who can help him make the adjustment and also a responsibility in the Church under which he can grow. 
The genius of our work is that we expect things of our people. They grow as they serve, and there are numerous opportunities to challenge them. 
We do not have a professional priesthood. None of us who serve as officers of this Church was ever trained in a religious seminary. We may not have the polish of those who have been, but we bring to our service an enthusiasm for the work and a love for the people that are wonderful to witness and inspiring to experience. 
We believe in the old adage that many hands make light work. We have a lay priesthood and every worthy man is eligible to receive this priesthood. Each bishop of the Church has two counselors, devoted and able men, to assist him. None is a professional, but all are dedicated. Bishops serve for a period of about five years; then they are released and others take their place. The result is a constant development of leadership and a renewing strength of direction. Those who are released as bishops go on to other responsibilities. There is opportunity for everyone to serve according to his or her capacity. 
Our tremendous missionary program builds leaders while men and women are still young. We now have nearly 60,000 missionaries serving throughout the world, every one on a volunteer basis. Most of them are young men, some are young women, and we have a few retired couples. They serve from 18 to 24 months. 
I met two young women recently. They are both from Mongolia, and they are missionaries of this Church serving in Salt Lake City. We send missionaries from Salt Lake and elsewhere in the states to Mongolia and other places, and some come here from such places and partake of the culture which we have here. They learn English. They see the Church at its strongest. They will return to their native lands greatly transformed from what they were when they came here. 
As you know, the Winter Olympics are coming to Salt Lake City in 2002. If requested, we shall have no trouble in offering capable translators and interpreters for the many languages that will be represented. 
I can walk down the streets of Salt Lake City and meet people who speak a score or more of languages—Spanish, Portuguese, German, French, Italian, Danish, Dutch, Swedish, Norwegian, Finnish, Russian, Albanian, Czech, Slovak, Serbian, Japanese, Chinese–both Mandarin and Cantonese, Mongolian, Estonian, various dialects of the Philippines, and what have you. I think it is a tremendous phenomenon. All have learned these languages while serving as missionaries. And as they have learned the language of the land in which they have served, they have had companions in missionary service who are natives of those lands and who in turn have learned English from them. This cross-fertilization of languages and cultures is a tremendous thing. Conflict grows out of ignorance and suspicion. As we learn to know and appreciate those of various cultures, we come to love them. The cause of peace is strengthened in a very real sense by this tremendous program which we foster. 
We now have 333 missions across the world. Each becomes a bridge to better understanding among people, to greater appreciation for other cultures. 
Now another thing. For a long time we have tried to take care of our own who find themselves in distress. We operate large farming projects, not only in the United States, but in other nations as well, to insure against times of economic distress and catastrophes of one kind or another. In our Church welfare program we have dairies, bakeries, canneries, meat packing plants, and other facilities, modern in every respect, to meet the needs of those in distress. We have bishops’ storehouses that resemble supermarkets, but they have no cash registers. They are to serve the poor. We also are trying to reach out to those who find themselves in terrible trouble because of war, earthquake, flood, drought, and other disasters. Human suffering anywhere and among any people is a matter of urgent concern for us. We have our own Latter-day Saint Charities organization, and we have worked with other non-governmental agencies in extending humanitarian aid. These include Catholic Relief Services, Mercy Corps International, the American Red Cross, the Red Crescent, the Salvation Army, Habitat for Humanity, and other groups across the world. 
Today, this very day, as they have been during previous days, two helicopters have been flying rescue and mercy missions over the flood waters of Mozambique and Zimbabwe. When governments in that part of the world said they could do no more, we rented two helicopters at great expense to fly rescue missions. Additionally, we have sent cash, and food, clothing, and medicine are on their way to these suffering people. Those helped are not our members. Our humanitarian efforts reach far beyond our own to bless the victims of war and natural disaster wherever they may occur. 
Last year alone we sent humanitarian aid to assist with 829 projects in 101 countries, giving 11.2 million dollars in cash and 44 million in material resources for a total $55.2 million. I would like to suggest that this is no small effort. And the costs would have been much higher had it not been for the voluntary service of the very many who packed the goods in Salt Lake City and to those who unpacked them at the points of distribution. 
We have dug wells in African villages, fed people, and supplied them with clothing and shelter. We have given aid in the Mexico fire of 1990, in the Bangladesh cyclone of 1991, in the China earthquake of 1991, in the Bosnia civil conflict of 1992, in Rwanda in 1994, in North Korea in 1996-98, in Central America in 1998, and in Kosovo in 1999, and today we are assisting substantially in Venezuela, Mozambique, and Zimbabwe. 
Time will not permit me to speak of the many efforts we have made to assist those of this nation who find themselves in difficulty. Suffice it to say that we have been pleased to reach out to many Americans who have been victimized by flood, hurricane, and tornado. 
One more item. Our Family History archives in Salt Lake City are now the largest in the world. Satellite libraries are found in this land and others. They are open to everyone regardless of faith or religious affiliation. More than half of the people who use them are not of our faith. People everywhere desire to learn of their roots. Our Family History web site receives about eight million hits per day. I think we would have genealogical information on every man and woman in this hall. We invite you to visit our Family History resources right here in the Washington area. They are found in the chapel near our temple in Kensington and in other locations. You will be made to feel welcome. 
As you look into the microfilm reader you may be surprised to find the names of your parents, of your grandparents, of your great-grandparents, and of your great-great-grandparents, those who have bequeathed to you all you are of body and mind. You will feel a special connection to those who have gone before you and an increased responsibility to those who will follow. 
We are now completing in Salt Lake City a great new conference center. Brigham Young built the famed Tabernacle on Temple Square. It was a bold undertaking to construct so large a hall in that remote pioneer community. But now it has become inadequate to our needs. For the first time our world conference in April will be held in a magnificent new hall which seats 21,000. I know of nothing to compare with it as a house of worship and a place for cultural presentations. It is beautiful and it is magnificent, and from its pulpit our message will be carried by satellite around the earth. 
Now, I have had time to touch on only a few of the very many things we are trying to do, but I hope that I have given some small indication of our activities as we move this work across the world. Our desire everywhere is to make bad men good and good men better. Wherever we go, we go in the front door. Our representatives honor the laws of the nations to which they go and teach the people to be good citizens. We teach, we train, we build, we educate, we provide opportunity for growth and development. We give hope to those without hope, and there is nothing greater you can give a man or a woman than hope. 
You ask how all of this has been accomplished. It takes money, you say. Where does it come from? 
It comes from observance of the ancient law of the tithe. Just as Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek, the great high priest of the Old Testament, so do our people contribute their tithes to the work of the Lord. They do so cheerfully with faith in the promise of Malachi that God will open the windows of heaven and shower down blessings upon them. We do not pass the plate. We do not play bingo. We pay our tithing and can testify to the goodness of the Lord. 
This law is set forth in 35 words in our scripture. Compare that with the rules and regulations of the IRS. 
We are a church, a church in whose name is the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We bear witness of Him and it is His example and His teachings we try to follow. We give love. We bring peace. We do not seek to tear down any other church. We recognize the good they do. We have worked with them on many undertakings. We will continue to do so. We stand as His servants. We acknowledge that we could not accomplish what we do without the help of the Almighty. We look to Him as our Father and our God and our ever-present helper, as we seek to improve the world by changing the hearts of individuals. 
Thank you very much, my dear friends. And now if you have questions we would be happy to entertain them. 
What Are People Asking about Us?
President Gordon B. Hinckley
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My beloved brothers and sisters, it is a tremendous honor to speak on this occasion.

We are interviewed frequently by the media these days. As many of you know, I recently appeared on the Larry King Live television program. I consented to do so because I felt that while there were possible hazards in it, there also was a great opportunity to speak to the world on issues before us.

In the course of the show Mr. King asked me point-blank, “What is your role? You’re the leader of a major religion. What’s your role?”

I replied: “My role is to declare doctrine. My role is to stand as an example before the people. My role is to be a voice in defense of the truth. My role is to stand as a conservator of those values which are important in our civilization and our society. My role is to lead.”

This reply was extemporaneous. I never expected that question. But in the spirit of that response I have thought this morning that I would like to raise a half-dozen or so questions we are invariably asked by those of the media and other churches. For this occasion I must be necessarily brief. Every one of these issues is worthy of a full discourse.

I have chosen these questions at random, not putting them in any special order except for the first. I do not wish to argue with anyone. I respect the religion of every man and woman, and honor them in their desire to live it. I simply wish to set forth, as simply as I know how, my response to what people are asking about us.

Question 1: What is the Mormon doctrine of Deity, of God?

Since the time of the First Vision people have raised this question, and they continue to raise it and will do so for so long as they believe in the God of their tradition, while we bear testimony of the God of modern revelation.

The Prophet Joseph declared, “It is the first principle of the Gospel to know for a certainty the Character of God, and to know that we may converse with him as one man converses with another” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 345).

“We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost” (A of F 1:1). This first article of faith epitomizes our doctrine. We do not accept the Athanasian Creed. We do not accept the Nicene Creed, nor any other creed based on tradition and the conclusions of men.

We do accept, as the basis of our doctrine, the statement of the Prophet Joseph Smith that when he prayed for wisdom in the woods, “the light rested upon me [and] I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other—This is my Beloved Son. Hear Him!” (JS—H 1:17).

Two beings of substance were before him. He saw them. They were in form like men, only much more glorious in their appearance. He spoke to them. They spoke to him. They were not amorphous spirits. Each was a distinct personality. They were beings of flesh and bone whose nature was reaffirmed in later revelations which came to the Prophet.

Our entire case as members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints rests on the validity of this glorious First Vision. It was the parting of the curtain to open this, the dispensation of the fulness of times. Nothing on which we base our doctrine, nothing we teach, nothing we live by is of greater importance than this initial declaration. I submit that if Joseph Smith talked with God the Father and His Beloved Son, then all else of which he spoke is true. This is the hinge on which turns the gate that leads to the path of salvation and eternal life.

Are we Christians? Of course we are Christians. We believe in Christ. We worship Christ. We take upon ourselves in solemn covenant His holy name. The Church to which we belong carries His name. He is our Lord, our Savior, our Redeemer through whom came the great Atonement with salvation and eternal life.

Question 2: What is your Church’s attitude toward homosexuality?

In the first place, we believe that marriage between a man and a woman is ordained of God. We believe that marriage may be eternal through exercise of the power of the everlasting priesthood in the house of the Lord.

People inquire about our position on those who consider themselves so-called gays and lesbians. My response is that we love them as sons and daughters of God. They may have certain inclinations which are powerful and which may be difficult to control. Most people have inclinations of one kind or another at various times. If they do not act upon these inclinations, then they can go forward as do all other members of the Church. If they violate the law of chastity and the moral standards of the Church, then they are subject to the discipline of the Church, just as others are.

We want to help these people, to strengthen them, to assist them with their problems and to help them with their difficulties. But we cannot stand idle if they indulge in immoral activity, if they try to uphold and defend and live in a so-called same-sex marriage situation. To permit such would be to make light of the very serious and sacred foundation of God-sanctioned marriage and its very purpose, the rearing of families.

Question 3: What is your position on abortion?

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention there were more than 1,200,000 abortions performed in 1995 in the United States alone. What has happened to our regard for human life? How can women, and men, deny the great and precious gift of life, which is divine in its origin and nature?

How wonderful a thing is a child. How beautiful is a newborn babe. There is no greater miracle than the creation of human life.

Abortion is an ugly thing, a debasing thing, a thing which inevitably brings remorse and sorrow and regret.

While we denounce it, we make allowance in such circumstances as when pregnancy is the result of incest or rape, when the life or health of the mother is judged by competent medical authority to be in serious jeopardy, or when the fetus is known by competent medical authority to have serious defects that will not allow the baby to survive beyond birth.

But such instances are rare, and there is only a negligible probability of their occurring. In these circumstances those who face the question are asked to consult with their local ecclesiastical leaders and to pray in great earnestness, receiving a confirmation through prayer before proceeding.

There is a far better way.

If there is no prospect of marriage to the man involved, leaving the mother alone, there remains the very welcome option of placing the child for adoption by parents who will love it and care for it. There are many such couples in good homes who long for a child and cannot have one.

Question 4: What is the Church’s position on polygamy?

We are faced these days with many newspaper articles on this subject. This has arisen out of a case of alleged child abuse on the part of some of those practicing plural marriage.

I wish to state categorically that this Church has nothing whatever to do with those practicing polygamy. They are not members of this Church. Most of them have never been members. They are in violation of the civil law. They know they are in violation of the law. They are subject to its penalties. The Church, of course, has no jurisdiction whatever in this matter.

If any of our members are found to be practicing plural marriage, they are excommunicated, the most serious penalty the Church can impose. Not only are those so involved in direct violation of the civil law, they are in violation of the law of this Church. An article of our faith is binding upon us. It states, “We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and magistrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law” (A of F 1:12). One cannot obey the law and disobey the law at the same time.

There is no such thing as a “Mormon Fundamentalist.” It is a contradiction to use the two words together.

More than a century ago God clearly revealed unto His prophet Wilford Woodruff that the practice of plural marriage should be discontinued, which means that it is now against the law of God. Even in countries where civil or religious law allows polygamy, the Church teaches that marriage must be monogamous and does not accept into its membership those practicing plural marriage.

Question 5: To what do you attribute the growth of the Church?

We are growing. We are growing in a wonderful way. Between natural growth and converts baptized, we are adding about 400,000 per year. On a base of 10 million, that is about 4 percent, which is exceptionally good for a church.

People are looking for a solid anchor in a world of shifting values. They want something they can hold to as the world about them increasingly appears to be in disarray.

They are welcomed as new converts and are made to feel at home. They feel the warmth of the fellowship of the Saints.

They are put to work. They are given responsibility. They are made to feel a part of the great onward movement of this, the work of God.

And, of course, we have missionaries to assist them in their search for truth.

They soon discover that much is expected of them as Latter-day Saints. They do not resent it. They measure up and they like it. They expect their religion to be demanding, to require reformation in their lives. They meet the requirements. They bear testimony of the great good that has come to them. They are enthusiastic and faithful.

Question 6: What about spouse and child abuse?

We condemn most strongly abusive behavior in any form. We denounce the physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse of one’s spouse or children. Our proclamation on the family declares: “Husband and wife have a solemn responsibility to love and care for each other and for their children. … Parents have a sacred duty to rear their children in love and righteousness, to provide for their physical and spiritual needs. … Husbands and wives—mothers and fathers—will be held accountable before God for the discharge of these obligations” (Ensign, Nov. 1995, 102).

We are doing all we know how to do to stamp out this terrible evil. When there is recognition of equality between the husband and the wife, when there is acknowledgment that each child born into the world is a child of God, then there will follow a greater sense of responsibility to nurture, to help, to love with an enduring love those for whom we are responsible.

No man who abuses his wife or children is worthy to hold the priesthood of God. No man who abuses his wife or children is worthy to be a member in good standing in this Church. The abuse of one’s spouse and children is a most serious offense before God, and any who indulge in it may expect to be disciplined by the Church.

Question 7: How does the Church finance its operations?

Brother Faust has spoken on that very ably this morning. Those in the outside world wonder how we are able to do so much. They speak and write of the Church as having great wealth and tremendous assets.

We do have assets. We have houses of worship that dot the earth. We are building a large number of new ones every year. We carry on a great program of higher education, of seminaries and institutes. We have an unequaled family history facility. We foster a tremendous missionary organization that entails the maintenance of mission homes and other facilities in addition to the cost of maintaining the missionaries, which is borne by the missionaries themselves and their families. We carry on other programs, all of which require money.

But all of these and more are money consuming and not money creating. It costs a great deal to operate this Church. Its worldwide operations are financed through the consecrated tithes of faithful members. What a wonderful and glorious principle is the law of tithing. It is so simple to understand and follow. It is the Lord’s law of finance.

I thank the Lord from the bottom of my heart for the faith of those who pay their honest tithes. Are they the poorer for it? We testify that somehow under the divine providence of the Lord, He makes it up to us and does so generously. It is not a tax. It is a voluntary offering given in confidentiality. It is a principle that carries with it a remarkable promise. God has stated that He will “open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). That is His promise. He has the capacity to fulfill that promise. And it is my testimony that He does so.

Well, that is all I have time for now. There could be many other items. These are only a sample of questions that those of a curious world ask of us.

We have to know this, you and I who subscribe to the doctrines of this Church, that this is God’s work, directed by the Lord Jesus Christ, that it operates according to Their plan and Their pattern, and that it carries with it Their blessings.

Why are we such a happy people? It is because of our faith, the quiet assurance that abides in our hearts that our Father in Heaven, overseeing all, will look after His sons and daughters who walk before Him with love and appreciation and obedience. We will ever be a happy people if we will so conduct our lives. Sin never was happiness. Transgression never was happiness. Falsehood in word or behavior never was happiness. Happiness lies in obedience to the teachings and commandments of God our Eternal Father and His Beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

As I have said before from this pulpit, my brothers and sisters, we love you. We love you for your faith and goodness. We love you for your willingness to do whatever you are asked to do. We love you for your obedience to the will of the Lord.

Knowing this work to be true, we go forward, each of us. May we make a renewed effort to put on the whole armor of God and look to Him is my humble prayer in the name of our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

Teaching Notes

Types of responses to non-member questions:

1. Very brief answer, clear and to the point
2. Brief but informative answer

3. In-depth answer
Most of us could give an in-depth answer.  It’s the other two we need to prepare for – they often catch us off-guard.

 

Need to prepare to give a #1 or #2 answer when -

· Time doesn’t allow more.

· Questioner may only be interested in brief information; doesn’t’ really have emotional interest in it. (Example:  polygamy)

· Question may be a trivial roadblock to the person asking more important questions. Remove the roadblock quickly.

 

Observation: Pres. Hinckley sometimes uses brief answers to respond directly, and uses the opportunity to direct topic in the way he wants it to go, or to share what he feels needs to be said that is related to the topic.

M. Russell Ballard - Help members lighten up when interacting with non-members and less-actives.  Research shows that often members are far more uptight and uncomfortable than non-members in gospel-related interactions.  Show [members] how to relax and enjoy those wonderful experiences and how to emanate the joy they have had and the love they feel for their Heavenly Father.  When guided by the Spirit they can create many opportunities for modeling informal teaching and integrating in natural, comfortable and even spontaneous ways.  (“Fostering ‘Real Growth in Your Ward and Stake” in the video “Missionary Work and Retention” of the satellite broadcast, 29 Aug. 1999)
