Missions of 
the World

Trivia Quiz
1. What 3 countries have the most missions?  (List in order of most to least.)

2. Which continent has the most missions?

3. These countries have the same number of missions - Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Korea, South Africa, Spain, Taiwan and Ukraine.  How many is that?

4. Which has more missions, England or Japan?

5. Which US state has the most missions?

6. Which state is second?

7. Which section of the US has the most missions – Pacific, Mountain, Midwest, Southern or Northeast?

Counts
· The United States and Canada together have almost as many missions (111) as the combined total of Mexico, Central and South America, and the Caribbean (119).

· The tiny Caribbean countries host the same number of missions (8) as either of the two largest countries, Russia and Canada.

· Japan has more missions (7) than England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland combined (6).

· Nigeria has more missions (5) than in all of Scandinavia (Denmark, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden – 4 missions).

· The Philippines has nearly twice as many missions  (16) as central Europe - Austria (0), Belgium (1), France (2), Germany (2), Holland (0), Italy (2), Switzerland (1), “Alpine” (1) (9 total).

· The southern states have 4 more missions (33) than Brazil (28).

· California, Oregon and Washington together (23) have as many missions as Mexico.

· There are almost as many missions in Texas (8) as in Peru (9).  

· Florida has as many missions as Guatemala (5).  

· The state of Washington has more missions (5) than Venezuela (4) or Columbia (4).

· Utah has more (6) than all of Australia (5).
More Trivia

· The mission with the smallest geographic area (approximately 10 acres) is the Utah Salt Lake Temple Square Mission.

· The mission with the largest geographical area is currently the Micronesia Guam Mission, which covers an area of the earth that is roughly the size of the continental United States.  However, the vast majority of this mission is composed of empty ocean.

· The largest mission in terms of geographical land mass and population is currently the China Hong Kong Mission, which encompasses nearly all of the Chinese landmass and population.  Outside of Hong Kong and Macau, there are no LDS missionaries in China.

· The India Bangalore Mission has the largest population amongst which proselytizing is allowed.  This mission covers all of India, thus it has more than one billion inhabitants in its borders.

· Russia contains missions with very large areas.  In the Russia Novosibirsk Mission it is possible to take a 42-hour [almost 2 days] train ride to get to the city of Novosibirsk from some places within the mission boundaries.

· Missionaries are sometimes called to serve in a particular mission, but with a non-standard language assignment.  For example: 
· California Anaheim - Vietnamese
· Canada Vancouver - Mandarin
· Illinois Chicago – Polish
Cost per Month per Senior Couple
	Least Expensive
	
	Most Expensive

	Peru Lima 
	$400
	
	Bermuda
	$5,000

	Brazil Londrina
	$500
	
	England London
	$4,300

	Mexico City Temple
	$600
	
	Norway Oslo
	$4,100

	Philippines Bacolod
	$600
	
	Angola
	$4,000

	Bolivia Cochabamba 
	$700
	
	Outside NYC
	$4,000


· Most missions in the USA and Canada cost from $1,500 - $2,600 per month.

President Thomas S. Monson -  And now to you mature brothers and sisters: we need many, many more senior couples  … There are few times in your lives when you will enjoy the sweet spirit and satisfaction that come from giving full-time service together in the work of the Master. (From the opportunities list at lds.org.)
Missions 
of the World
(Wikipedia.org, “Mission (LDS Church)”, as of 30 Apr. 2011)
Region

	USA and Canada
	111

	South America
	74

	Central America (incl. Mexico, Caribbean)
	45

	Asia 

(incl. Japan, Philippines)
	37

	Europe & Russia
	45

	Africa
	20

	Oceania 

(incl. Australia)
	14

	 Total
	346


USA by State

	Alabama
	1
	
	Montana
	1

	Alaska
	1
	
	Nebraska
	1

	Arizona
	4
	
	Nevada
	2

	Arkansas
	1
	
	New Hampshire
	1

	California
	16
	
	New Jersey
	1

	Colorado
	3
	
	New Mexico
	2

	Connecticut
	1
	
	New York
	4

	Florida
	5
	
	North Carolina
	2

	Georgia
	3
	
	Ohio
	3

	Hawaii
	1
	
	Oklahoma
	2

	Idaho
	2
	
	Oregon
	2

	Illinois
	2
	
	Pennsylvania
	2

	Indiana
	1
	
	South Carolina
	1

	Iowa
	1
	
	South Dakota
	1

	Kentucky
	1
	
	Tennessee
	2

	Louisiana
	1
	
	Texas
	8

	Maryland
	1
	
	Utah
	6

	Massachusetts
	1
	
	Virginia
	1

	Michigan
	2
	
	Washington
	5

	Minnesota
	1
	
	Washington, D.C.
	2

	Mississippi
	1
	
	West Virginia
	1

	Missouri
	2
	
	Wisconsin
	1





USA by Region
	Midwest
	17

	Mountain
	20

	Northeast
	8

	Pacific
	25

	South
	33

	Total
	103


Countries with 3 or More Missions

	Africa
	Nigeria
	5

	
	South Africa
	3

	Asia
	Japan
	7

	
	Korea
	3

	
	Philippines
	16

	
	Taiwan
	3

	Europe
	England
	5

	
	Russia
	8

	
	Spain
	3

	
	Ukraine
	3

	Oceania
	Australia
	5

	Central 
America 
(incl. Mexico, 
Caribbean)
	Dominican Republic
	3

	
	Guatemala
	5

	
	Honduras
	3

	
	Mexico
	23

	South

America

	Argentina
	11

	
	Bolivia
	3

	
	Brazil
	27

	
	Chile
	9

	
	Colombia
	4

	
	Ecuador
	3

	
	Peru
	9

	
	Venezuela
	4

	North

America
	Canada
	8

	
	USA
	103


Selected Countries with 1 Mission Only

	
	Sq. Miles

	Sweden
	173,745

	Norway
	148,747

	Ireland & Scotland
	63,009

	Tahiti
	2,241

	Samoa
	1,093

	Tonga
	289


Christianity by the Numbers

Ted Lyon - There are [only] half as many Catholics in the whole of the Netherlands as in just the Manila metropolitan area [in the Philippines]".
… There are more Christians in the People's Republic [of China] than in either France or Great Britain".  

… The flood of Hispanic immigrants bolsters and renovates the still-dynamic Catholic Church in the United States, as well as provides millions of converts to U.S.  Protestant and evangelical congregations.  

Yet even without the influx of Hispanics, the United States has stood out as the exception to the European norm that economic prosperity generally spawns religious passivity.  Indeed, Roger Finke and Rodney Stark have convincingly demonstrated that from its inception 230 years ago, the United States has become more "churched," more religiously active, and not less participative.

As North America has prospered, so has religion.  [Social scientist Philip] Jenkins confirms this analysis.  

Populations of Christians 
(in millions)
	Year:
	2000
	2025
	2050

	United States
	225
	270
	330

	Brazil
	164
	190
	195

	Mexico
	95
	127
	145

	Philippines
	77
	116
	145

	Nigeria
	50
	83
	123


By every measure the United States seems destined to continue as the largest single Christian country in the world.  (Review of The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity by Philip Jenkins, FARMS Review, v. 19, no. 2 [2007], p. 91)
Arthur C. Brooks – Roughly 85 percent of Americans identify with a religion, and about a third of Americans attend a house of worship every week or more.  These statistics have changed relatively little over the decades.  By international standards, America’s level of religious practice is exceptionally high.  In Holland, for example, just 9 percent of the population attends church on a regular basis; in France, it’s 7 percent; in Latvia, 3 percent.

In general, religious Americans (those who attend a place of worship almost every week or more) are happier than those who rarely or never attend.  In 2004 the General Social Survey found that 43 percent of religious folks said they were very happy with their lives, compared with 23 percent of secularists.  Religious people were a third more likely than secularists to say they’re optimistic about the future.  And secularists were nearly twice as likely as religious people to say “I’m inclined to feel I’m a failure.”

The connection between faith and happiness holds regardless of one’s religion.  All nonpartisan surveys on the subject have that Christians (Protestants, Catholics, Mormons, and others) and Jews, as well as members of many other religious traditions, are far more likely than secularists to say they’re happy.  It also doesn’t matter if we measure religious practice in ways other than attendance at worship services.  In 2004, 36 percent of people who prayed every day said they were very happy, versus 21 percent of people who never prayed.

Of course, not every religious person is happy; neither is every secularist unhappy.  Nonetheless, it’s clear that faith is a common value among happy Americans.  (“Why We’re Happy”, Readers Digest, July 2008, p. 165-166.  Adapted from the book, Gross National Happiness: Why Happiness Matters for America--and How We Can Get More of It, 2008.)
Current Senior 
Missionary Opportunities

· Go to www.lds.org
· Click on “Menu” at the top.

· Under “Service” click on “Missionary Service”

· In the next web page, on the left, click on “Full-Time Senior Missionaries”.

· In the box in the middle, click on “Current Opportunities”.

D&C 80:3 - Wherefore, go ye and preach my gospel, whether to the north or to the south, to the east or to the west, it mattereth not, for ye cannot go amiss.  (See also D&C 61:22; 62:5 and 63:40.  D&C 80 is a mission call to Stephen Burnett.  D&C 79 is a mission call to Jared Carter to a specific place: the eastern states.) 

Craig J. Ostler – The first missionary [D&C 79] was given a specific area of assignment, and the second missionary [D&C 80] was told he could go anywhere.  Apparently there are times and circumstances in which it matters very much where an individual is called to serve and other times when the area of assignment is not as important.  (The Doctrine and Covenants, a Book of Answers: The 25th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium, p. 124)
Selections from the FAQ Page
Is it appropriate for me to express my preferences?

You are encouraged to indicate the types of assignments and locations which interest you.  It is also appropriate for you to share your concerns.  Enter this information in the Candidate’s Comments section of the Missionary Online Recommend.  In addition, you can express your interests and concerns to your priesthood leaders so they can make comments.

While preferences are taken into consideration, members should be willing to serve wherever they are needed.  Members of the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve consider the following when making assignments:

· Preferences

· Availability date (the earliest date you can begin service)
· Level of health

· Available finances

· Personal, work, and Church experience

· Special talents and skills

· Language interest and skills

· Comments from priesthood leaders

· Length of service (12, 18, or 23 months)
· Needs of the Church 
How long does it take to process senior missionary recommendations once they are received by the Missionary Department?

Senior missionary recommendations normally take about four to six weeks to process once they have been submitted to Church headquarters.
What is the length of service for senior missionaries?

… Senior  couples can serve 12, 18, or 23 months. In addition, there are a few six-month assignments, but these are generally limited to historic sites that need missionaries during the peak tourist season. Senior missionaries must be willing to serve a minimum of 18 months to be considered for a foreign assignment. The following are general guidelines about the terms of service available.

· 12 months – Resident country assignments only

· 18 or 23 months – Foreign or resident country assignments

How do I prepare physically and emotionally?

Missionary service is physically and emotionally demanding. To prepare for the rigors of missionary life, you should:

· Strive to be in your best physical health

· Follow a daily exercise program, including walking

· Work with your physician to get chronic health conditions (diabetes, high blood pressure, depression, etc.) under control 

· Develop a positive attitude

· Spend as much time with your spouse as possible

· Pray and study the scriptures and Preach My Gospel.

I have chronic health problems. Can I still serve?

Health conditions are taken into consideration when making a mission assignment.  If you have a chronic health problem and a desire to serve, try to get the condition under control, pray for guidance, and counsel with your bishop.  The medical screening will provide a basis for assessing your eligibility to serve.

What immunizations and medical tests are required?

The following are required for all missionaries:

· Hepatitis A and B

· Tetanus and Diphtheria (within the last five years)
· Tuberculosis (within the last year)
· Mammogram (within the last year for females over 40)
· Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) (If 4 or above, you will need a urologist’s report)
· Measles, Mumps, Rubella (MMR) (If born after 1957)
· Colonoscopy (within the last five years)
Depending on various conditions, additional tests and immunizations may be required.
May I take my pet with me?

You cannot take pets with you on your mission. Most senior missionaries leave their pets with family, friends, or neighbors.  [Note: If that’s what “most” do, what do the others, have them put down? (]
Will I follow the same schedule as young missionaries?

Although your assignment will require all your time, you are not expected to meet the same level of intensity in your work as younger missionaries.  You will have more flexibility in your daily goals and schedule, including opportunities to rest.
What skills will I need?

You have years of experience in the Church.  You also have career and family experiences that will be of great value in your service.  Missionary assignments are made to use these talents and skills to strengthen the Church throughout the world.  Training is provided at the MTC and/or in the field when additional skills are needed.

What should I do with my home?

You should evaluate each option to determine the best approach for you.  A financial advisor may be helpful in assessing the implications in each of the following options:

· Have relatives live in the home

· Lease the home

· Sell the home

· Leave the home vacant
Who do I contact if I have questions about senior missionary service?

You can call the Senior Missionary Hotline at 1-800-453-3860, ext. 2-6741 or 801-240-6741 or send an email to seniormissionaries@ldschurch.org.


To see write-ups for specific Church Education System opportunities –

· Go to www.ldsces.org
· Click on “Visit the classic site”

· Click on “Missionary Opportunities”.

Answers to the Quiz

1. USA (103), Brazil (27), Mexico (23)
2. North America

3. All have 3.

4. Japan has 2 more (7).

5. California (16).

6. Texas (8).

7. South (33).



Match each country to its number of missions - 

	Argentina
	
	2

	Brazil
	
	5

	France
	
	11

	Mexico
	
	16

	Nigeria
	
	23

	Philippines
	
	27


Argentina – 11
Brazil – 27
France - 2
Mexico – 23
Nigeria – 5

Philippines – 16
In the list of “countries with 3 or more mission”, note how few there are in Europe, e.g. countries such as Germany, France and Italy are no-shows.



What should I tell the brethren in our High Priests group?
BAV – “Everyone in the Church should go on an inner-city mission.  It’s “pure religion” (James 1:27) .  If everyone did it, it would change the Church.  It would rejuvenate it.”

SR – “Tell them to get off their butts and go on a mission.  You can quote me on that - only say it stronger.”



Presentation Notes

This sheet has a couple possible uses for a missionary –

· As an activity with a companion, or in district meetings, or at a dinner appointment with a member family.

· Elements may be used in a talk in Sacrament Meeting, especially within the USA and Canada, to impress upon the members how big the work and the effort is right in their own country.



David Brooks - Roughly two-thirds of women with kids under three are in the workforce, compared to roughly one-third twenty years ago.  At the same time, children, at least those in two-parent families – spend more time with their parents than they did before.  … The University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research runs the most exhaustive and reliable studies on how parents and children spend their day.  Today, the institute reports, the average child spends 31 hours a week with his or her mother, up from about 25 hours a week in 1980.  The average child spends 23 hours a week with his or her father, up from 19 hours a week.  This does not mean that families are able to dawdle together over the dinner table.  But it does mean that parents have gone to extraordinary lengths not to let jobs get in the way of child rearing.  They have added work time, but on average, they have not stolen those hours from child-rearing time.  The time has come out of housework, relaxation, and adult friendships.  (On Paradise Drive, A Look at America’s Suburban Civilization, p. 139) 



Ok, this one’s huge.  “The time has come out of … adult relationships.”  American parents have fewer and fewer adult friends.  American Mormons will be the same way but even worse because they have church jobs too.  Out of time constraints LDS parents will have very few friends outside of the church.  The standard member missionary approach is to pick a non-member friend to fellowship.  Maybe this is getting the cart before the horse.  Perhaps the most important thing is to first get more non-member friends.  

Members may need to start with joining a community organization and getting to know people, instead of picking among the few they already know.  Finding the time for this may require some adjustments in a career or at least in the current job’s duties.  It may require working with priesthood and auxiliary leaders about the workload there.  (Pres. Hinckley told someone, “If you are too busy in your church activities to take care of your family, then perhaps we had better find something else for you to do.”  [National Press Club, Newsmakers Luncheon, March 8, 2000.]  This might apply too in some degree to member missionary work.  

Joining a service organization automatically ups the member’s chance of meeting especially good people.  Joining a hobby group automatically puts the member with others with the same interest.  Perhaps a good question from a missionary to a member is, “What community groups do you belong to?”  Another question might be, “About how many non-member friends do you get together with on a regular basis?”   “How do you find the time?”

A major factor in the difficulties in our church with member missionary work may be lack of time, sometimes perhaps even more so than with lack of courage or ambition.  Effective tools for those short of time include emails, Facebook, txt messaging, long-distance phone calls.  The Lord has given us tools to help us accomplish His work, in staying in touch with friends, former co-workers, high-school buddies and more.



Time Commitments of American Adults

Roughly two-thirds of women with kids under three are in the workforce, compared to roughly one-third twenty years ago.  At the same time, children, at least those in two-parent families – spend more time with their parents than they did before.  … The University of Michigan’s Institute for Social Research runs the most exhaustive and reliable studies on how parents and children spend their day.  Today, the institute reports, the average child spends 31 hours a week with his or her mother, up from about 25 hours a week in 1980.  The average child spends 23 hours a week with his or her father, up from 19 hours a week.  This does not mean that families are able to dawdle together over the dinner table.  But it does mean that parents have gone to extraordinary lengths not to let jobs get in the way of child rearing.  They have added work time, but on average, they have not stolen those hours from child-rearing time.  The time has come out of housework, relaxation, and adult friendships.  (On Paradise Drive, A Look at America’s Suburban Civilization, 2004, David Brooks, p.139.)
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