The Character of Cain 
“Who is the Lord that I should know him?”
- Moses 5:16
These words were spoken by Cain.  What other two people also said them?  (Hint: see verse 16’s footnote c.)  What similarities are there in these three people’s personalities?

Cain’s Offering

Hebrews 11:4,6 - By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh … But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Joseph Smith - By faith in this atonement or plan of redemption, Abel offered to God a sacrifice that was accepted, which was the firstlings of the flock. Cain offered of the fruit of the ground, and was not accepted, because he could not do it in faith, he could have no faith, or could not exercise faith contrary to the plan of heaven. It must be shedding the blood of the only Begotten to atone for man; for this was the plan of redemption, and without the shedding of blood was no remission; and as the sacrifice was instituted for a type, by which man was to discern the great Sacrifice which God had prepared; to offer a sacrifice contrary to that, no faith could be exercised, because redemption was not purchased in that way, nor the power of atonement instituted after that order; consequently Cain could have no faith; and whatsoever is not of faith, is sin. (History of The Church, v.2, p.15-16) 

"Am I my brother's keeper?" 
- Moses 5:34
keeper, n.  One who keeps; one that holds or has possession of any thing.

1. One who retains in custody; one who has the care of a prison and the custody of prisoners.

2. One who has the care of a park or other inclosure, or the custody of beasts; as the keeper of a park, a pound, or of sheep.

3. One who has the care, custody or superintendence of any thing.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)
Neal A. Maxwell - Cain was not Abel's keeper, but he was his brother.  Brother and keeper relationships are very different.  The former emphasizes concern, the latter control.   (Wherefore, Ye Must Press Forward, p. 88)
Jeffrey R. Holland - His Father in Heaven asks Cain, "Where is Abel thy brother?" and Cain fires back, "I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?" ("Gen. 4:9Genesis 4:9)  Maybe the answer to that question is—as Professor Chauncey Riddle once said to me—"No, Cain, you are not expected to be your brother's keeper.  But you are expected to be your brother's brother."  (On Earth As It Is in Heaven, p. 142)
Royal Skousen - It is easy to assume that Cain should have been his brother's keeper instead of murdering him.  But this interpretation misses the [haughtiness] in Cain's reply: Couldn't Abel take care of himself?  Did he have to have someone look after him?  The Hebrew word for keeper, shomer, refers to a watchman, a guard, or anyone who has charge, care, or oversight of something.  Typically, we have keepers of sheep, baggage, wardrobes, altars, doors, houses, gates, city walls, forests, fields, and the king's women.  Although shomer does not apply to children, the modern reader might get a better feel for Cain's answer if we paraphrased it as: "How should I know?  Am I my brother's baby-sitter?" (BYU Studies, v. 26, 1986, no. 3, p. 9)
Genesis 4:9  (New Living Translation) - Afterward the Lord asked Cain, "Where is your brother?  Where is Abel?"  "I don't know!"  Cain retorted.  "Am I supposed to keep track of him wherever he goes?"

Monte S. Nyman - The Lord did not answer Cain's question; this had led many to misunderstand the query.  Many assume from this statement that everyone is his brother's keeper.  However, in the line of stewardship, a father is the keeper of his son—not another son, but a brother should be a helper of his brother.  Cain was neither one, but was probably following a pattern of Satan, justifying himself or excusing himself under the guise of a true but inappropriate principle.  The Lord ignored Cain's excuse and verified his knowledge of Cain's supposedly secret act by declaring that the blood of Abel "cries unto me from the ground" (Moses 5:35).  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture – The Pearl of Great Price, p. 105-106)
Neal A.  Maxwell - Cain asked, "Am I my brother's keeper?" ("Gen. 4:9Genesis 4:9)  Presumably he responded to the Lord's inquiry either in sarcasm or defensiveness (or both).  Cain's rhetorical question causes many of us to assume automatically that we are our brother's keeper.  (Wherefore, Ye Must Press Forward, p. 88)
“And [Cain] shalt rule over [Satan]”

- Moses 5:23

Joseph Smith - The devil has no body, and herein is his punishment. He is pleased when he can obtain the tabernacle of man, and when cast out by the Savior he asked to go into the herd of swine, showing that he would prefer a swine's body to having none. All beings who have bodies have power over those who have not. (The Words of Joseph Smith, by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook, p. 60)
Moses 5:30 - And Satan sware unto Cain that he would do according to his commands.

“Thou shalt be called Perdition”

- Moses 5:24

perdition, n.  
1. Entire loss or ruin; utter destruction.

2. The utter loss of the soul or of final happiness in a future state; future misery or eternal death.
(Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)    
“Cursed from the earth” 
– Moses 5:36
Hugh Nibley - Moses 5:35 "And the Lord said:  What hast thou done?  The voice of thy brother cries unto me from the ground.”  (Moses 5:35)  So the purpose of the earth is what?  It's to sustain and support life.  That's its purpose during our test here, during our time on earth.  Every creature is supposed to have its time, but the purpose of the earth is to sustain and support life.  Anything that destroys life prematurely is against the purposes for which it was constructed, and the earth is offended.  That negates its whole purpose.  
"…The voice of thy brother's blood cries unto me from the ground.  And now thou shalt be cursed from the earth which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand.”  He still has a right to life.  He has not yet finished his course.  Yet the earth has a responsibility.  What Cain has done by murder is why it's such a terrible crime to curtail life.  So the earth has "opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood.”  As a result the earth is not going to give you anything.  You have taken life from it; now it will not return life to you.  The earth will not yield her strength when you till it.  Remember, he was a tiller of the earth.  "When thou tillest the ground it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength….”  So he is going to become a nomad and a wanderer.  He is not agrarian anymore.  He is going to become nomadic and he does.  He goes to the land of the nomads because he can't farm anymore.  There are such people in the earth, as you know.  All civilizations that last are rooted in the soil.  But as you read in "The Deserted Village," "Ill fares the land, to hastening ills a prey, where wealth accumulates and men decay.”  This is the deserted village when people leave the land.  This is going to happen, and Cain represents another civilization entirely, you notice.  He goes off and founds a city.  They go into the metal work business.  He is a wanderer, and he becomes a type.  "And Cain said unto the Lord [now, as you might suppose, Cain is the one who has been injured]: Satan tempted me because of my brother's flocks….”   (Ancient Documents and the Pearl of Great Price, p. 1.  The curse was an appropriate one for a farmer.)
“My punishment is greater than I can bear.”

- Moses 5:38
Monte S. Nyman - There are some other interesting translations of Cain's response.  The Holy Bible from ancient eastern manuscripts renders Gen.  4:13 as follows: "And Cain said to the Lord, my transgression is too great to be forgiven.”  The Septuagint has the same wording as the Ancient Eastern manuscript but changes the statement into a question: "And Cain said to the Lord God, 'Is my fault too great to be forgiven?  If thou castest me out this day from the face of this land and I be hid from Thy presence and be in a state of anguish and terror in the land, it will come to pass that whoever findeth me will kill me."'   

Perhaps Cain's response was more of a declaration or a question than a complaint.  That the question was drawn out more from fear of his own safety than from remorse and fear of loss of salvation is shown from the … Septuagint (quoted above) and also in a retention in the Book of Moses.  

… In spite of this fear, the curse which came upon him was probably worse than death.  The punishment had no end, and his social acceptance as well as his physical prosperity was adversely affected.  Perhaps that is why the Lord placed a mark upon Cain (Moses 5:40), to assure that this penalty worse than death would not be cut short.  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 2: The Pearl of Great Price, p. 107)
“He that findeth me will slay me … sevenfold”

- Moses 5:39, 40
Draper, Brown and Rhodes – Cain’s statement discloses that blood vengeance (an eye for an eye) was the norm even though no one had committed a crime as grievous as his.  Under this law, close relatives of Abel were obliged to seek his murderer and take that person’s life as a penalty.  Cain understands that, because Abel’s murder is known, his own life is in danger. 
…  One of the protective dimensions for Cain is God’s decree that the slayer of Cain will in turn suffer the loss of seven lives from his or her family, a severe toll.  The fact that vengeance will come against the avenger is a contravening of the custom of blood vengeance because the avenger is not to suffer loss (see Numbers 35:19).  

... The second protective aspect is the mark that would visually remind any avenger of God’s decree about seven lives for the life of Cain.  This mark is not the same as the curse, which carried multiple penalties.  (The Pearl of Great Price, A Verse by Verse Commentary, by Richard D. Draper, S. Kent Brown and Michael D. Rhodes, p. 73.)
Brigham Young - Cain conversed with his God every day, and knew all about the plan of creating this earth, for his father told him.  But, for the want of humility, and through jealousy, and an anxiety to possess the kingdom, and to have the whole of it under his own control, and not allow anybody else the right to say one word, what did he do?  He killed his brother.   (Journal of Discourses, v. 2, p. 143)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
Presentation Notes
1. Hand out the quiz.  Ask the students to fill in their responses without opening their scriptures.

2. After they’ve finished, ask the students to turn their sheets over.  Have them open their scriptures to Moses 5 and read verses 16-40 to themselves.  Ask them to look for details and clues about Cain’s character.  Have them write on their sheets the number of any such verse they come across, plus a quick note about what it says about his character.

3. Taking turns, have each student read a clue he or she found.

4. Then move on to the handout.  

Indications of Cain’s Character
as found in Moses 5:16-40

	Verse
	Phrase

	12
	[Having learned the meaning behind animal sacrifices,] And Adam and Eve blessed the name of God, and they made all things known unto their sons and their daughters.

	16
	… Cain hearkened not, saying: Who is the Lord that I should know him?

	18
	And Cain loved Satan more than God.  And Satan commanded him ...

	19
	… Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.

	21
	… And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.

	25
	… He [Cain] rejected the greater counsel which was had from God; and this is a cursing which I will put upon thee, except thou repent.

	26
	And Cain was wroth, and listened not any more to the voice of the Lord, neither to Abel, his brother, who walked in holiness before the Lord.

	28
	And it came to pass that Cain took one of his brothers' daughters to wife, and they loved Satan more than God.

	29
	And Satan said unto Cain: … and this that thy father may not know it

	31
	And Cain said: Truly I am Mahan, the master of this great secret, that I may murder and get gain.  Wherefore Cain was called Master Mahan, and he gloried in his wickedness.

	33
	And Cain gloried in that which he had done, saying: I am free; surely the flocks of my brother falleth into my hands.

	34
	I know not.  Am I my brother's keeper?

	38
	And Cain said unto the Lord: Satan tempted me because of my brother's flocks.  And I was wroth also; for his offering thou didst accept and not mine; my punishment is greater than I can bear.

	39
	… He that findeth me will slay me, because of mine iniquities, for these things are not hid from the Lord.


Moses 5:16, footnote c

Exodus 5:2 - And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.

Alma 9:6 - And they [the people of Ammonihah] said: Who is God, that sendeth no more authority than one man among this people, to declare unto them the truth of such great and marvelous things?


Neal A.  Maxwell - Cain asked, "Am I my brother's keeper?" ("Gen. 4:9Genesis 4:9)  Presumably he responded to the Lord's inquiry either in sarcasm or defensiveness (or both).  Cain's rhetorical question causes many of us to assume automatically that we are our brother's keeper.
Presumably this happens because we link up the assumed answer to the rhetorical question with the gospel view of mankind in which we are truly brothers and sisters, not, as some say, just stranded mutants on a planet that is a pointless point in space.  First, let us examine the circumstances.  Cain was not Abel's keeper, but he was his brother.  Brother and keeper relationships are very different.  The former emphasizes concern, the latter control.   (Wherefore, Ye Must Press Forward, p. 88)
Sister Larsen notes: The Lord tells Cain he (Cain) “shalt rule over him”, meaning Satan.  (See Moses 5:23.)  It starts to happen. (See Moses 5:30.)


Notice Eve’s comment at the birth of Cain: “I have gotten a man from the Lord; wherefore he may not reject his words.” (Moses 5:16)  Did she sense that he would be a problem?

Bigfoot

Monte S. Nyman - The account is a reconstruction by Abraham O. Smoot of the words of Elder David W. Patten, a member of the first Quorum of the Twelve in this dispensation, relating an event that occurred in 1836.

As I was riding along the road on my mule I suddenly noticed a very strange personage walking beside me.  He walked along beside me for about two miles.  His head was about even with my shoulders as I sat in my saddle.  He wore no clothing, but was covered with hair ...  I asked him where he dwelt and he replied that he had no home, that he was a wanderer in the earth and traveled to and fro.  He said he was a very miserable creature, that he had earnestly sought death during his sojourn upon the earth, but that he could not die, and his mission was to destroy the souls of men.  About the time he expressed himself thus, I rebuked him in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by virtue of the Holy Priesthood, and commanded him to go hence, and he immediately departed out of my sight.  

(From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, v. 2, p. 106.  Teachers’ note: We should remember that this reconstructed story is not a firsthand account.  Secondly, it is possible this was a vision into the spirit world.  Either way, it is not solid evidence that Cain survived the flood.)
“Mahan, the master of this great secret” 
– Moses 5:31, see footnote d
Hugh Nibley - So this word master may not be our word master at all, but master means "keeper of secret," and Mahan means "great.”  In any language maha means "great.”  In Arabic, English, Greek, Sanscrit, or anything maha means "great.”  Words like magnus, mighty, might, many, maharaja; anything that's big is ma.  So this could mean Master Mahan, the "great secret keeper.”  (It could be; this is just a suggestion here.)  So he got the master's degree, the master of this great secret.  This was the secret: converting life into property.  You can do it.  All great acquisitions of property and gain are based on the taking of life, human and other life.  You can't escape it.  "Wherefore Cain was called Master Mahan, and he gloried in his wickedness" (verse 31).  As I say, all great enterprises are going to put life at risk and take it.  (Ancient Documents and the Pearl of Great Price, p. 12)
“Lamech … became Master Mahan”

- Moses 5:49

Hugh Nibley - The common Jewish legend is that Lamech, who was jealous and wanted to become successor to Cain, lay in wait for him.  He was blind, so he took a boy along with him to tell him where Cain was and to direct his arrow.  So he directed the arrow, and Lamech killed Cain.  Because of that, the boy was held responsible.  That's the story they made up to explain this garbled thing in which we only have two lines in the whole Old Testament to explain what's going on.  But here we get a pretty good picture.   (Ancient Documents and the Pearl of Great Price, p. 10)
Jasher 2:26-29 - And Lamech (a great grandson of Cain, through Enoch to Methusael) was old and advanced in years, and his eyes were dim that he could not see, and Tubal Cain, his son, was leading him and it was one day that Lamech went into the field and Tubal Cain his son was with him, and whilst they were walking in the field, Cain the son of Adam advanced toward them; for Lamech was very old and could not see much, and Tubal Cain his son was very young.  And Tubal Cain told his father to draw his bow, and with the arrows he smote Cain, who was yet far off, and he slew him, for he appeared to them to be an animal.  And the Arrows entered Cain's body although he was distant from them and he fell to the ground and died.  And the Lord requited Cain's evil according to his wickedness, which he had done to his brother Abel, according to the word of the Lord which he had spoken.

Quiz

A=Absolutely True          B= Probably True          C=Possibly          D=Probably False          F=Absolutely False

	1.
	As far as we can tell, Cain and Abel were Adam and Eve’s first sons.
	                    

	2.
	The Lord’s rejection of Cain’s offering of “the fruit of the ground” was a little harsh.  Cain was a farmer and brought what to him would have been like tithing.
	

	3.
	To make a big deal out of Cain’s offering because it wasn’t animals isn’t fair because animal sacrifice didn’t really get going until centuries later.
	

	4.
	Besides, he offered what he had.  It was easy for Abel because he tended sheep.
	

	5.
	Because the Lord did not have “respect” for his offering Cain was deeply hurt.
	

	6.
	The rejection of Cain’s offering sort of pushed him into Satan’s camp.
	

	7.
	After this incident Cain was left without help or comfort.  It’s no wonder he would later respond with “am I my brother’s keeper” when no one had come to his aid.
	

	8.
	When questioned about slaying Abel, Cain confessed he had been “wroth” about the offering incident.  At least this reveals that the murder wasn’t much in the way of the premeditated kind and was more just bad blood between him and Abel.
	

	9.
	Cain was the first person to sign on with Satan in a significant way, or even to become really worldly.
	

	10.
	In your own words, what does it mean to be “my brother’s keeper”?


Quiz

A=Absolutely True          B= Probably True          C=Possibly          D=Probably False          F=Absolutely False

	1.
	As far as we can tell, Cain and Abel were Adam and Eve’s first sons.
	                    

	2.
	The Lord’s rejection of Cain’s offering of “the fruit of the ground” was a little harsh.  Cain was a farmer and brought what to him would have been like tithing.
	

	3.
	To make a big deal out of Cain’s offering because it wasn’t animals isn’t fair because animal sacrifice didn’t really get going until centuries later.
	

	4.
	Besides, he offered what he had.  It was easy for Abel because he tended sheep.
	

	5.
	Because the Lord did not have “respect” for his offering Cain was deeply hurt.
	

	6.
	The rejection of Cain’s offering sort of pushed him into Satan’s camp.
	

	7.
	After this incident Cain was left without help or comfort.  It’s no wonder he would later respond with “am I my brother’s keeper” when no one had come to his aid.
	

	8.
	When questioned about slaying Abel, Cain confessed he had been “wroth” about the offering incident.  At least this reveals that the murder wasn’t much in the way of the premeditated kind and was more just bad blood between him and Abel.
	

	9.
	Cain was the first person to sign on with Satan in a significant way, or even to become really worldly.
	

	10.
	In your own words, what does it mean to be “my brother’s keeper”?


