Extracts from the Prophecy of Enoch, Moses 6-7

In 1830, as part of his retranslation of the Bible, Joseph Smith produced the Book of Moses, which contained what Joseph entitled "Extracts from the Prophecy of Enoch."  This happened a matter of months after the Book of Mormon was published and the church was organized.

Hugh Nibley - Early Christian writers knew all about the book of Enoch: indeed, "nearly all the writers of the New Testament were familiar with it, and were more or less influenced by it in thought and diction," according to [British biblical scholar] R. H. Charles, who notes that "it is quoted as a genuine production of Enoch by St. Jude, and as Scripture by St. Barnabas ... With the earlier Fathers [leaders just after the apostles] and Apologists [defenders] it had all the weight of a canonical book." Its influence is apparent in no less than 128 places in the New Testament, and Charles can declare that "The influence of 1st Enoch on the New Testament has been greater than that of all the other apocryphal and pseudepigraphical books taken together." (Enoch the Prophet, p. 95) 

Since the apocryphal manuscripts were discovered, we've recognized that Enoch is quoted all over the Bible and also frequently in the Book of Mormon. That is very interesting, since the Enoch literature has been discovered long since 1830.  (Enoch the Prophet, p. 8)

A Methodist’s View - During the week of 5-9 May 2003, the [Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies] sponsored a visit by British biblical scholar Margaret Barker to BYU … Barker uses the apocryphal Enoch literature as a window into a distinct tradition of ancient Hebrew religious belief …  She argues that much has been lost or suppressed from the text of the Old Testament as we now have it, including, for instance, the understanding that Yahweh, or Jehovah, was a distinct divine being, the son of El, the Father God.  In her seminars and public lectures, Barker, who is a Methodist and a trainer of Methodist preachers, treated a number of themes that were, to put it mildly, very congenial to her Latter-day Saint audience.  She contended, for example, that a grasp of the ancient temple is essential to a proper understanding of the New Testament, and she noted the temple’s connection with such matters as the story of the creation (etc.) … She emphasized the significance of such figures as Enoch and Melchizedek, and the significance of the priesthood of Melchizedek… (FARMS’ Insights newsletter, v.23, issue 4, published August, 2003)
What the Bible Teaches

1. Jared, when 165 years old, fathered Enoch (Gen. 5:18).

2. Enoch, at 65, fathered Methuselah and over the years, a large posterity (Gen. 5:21-22).

3. Enoch prophesied the Lord would come “with ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment upon all” (Jude 1:14-15).

4. Enoch had lived for 365 years when he was taken by the Lord through translation (Gen. 5:23; Heb. 11:5).

What Latter-day Revelation Adds

1. Enoch at 25 years old was ordained to the priesthood by Adam and was blessed again by him when 65. (D&C 107:48).

2. At age 65, Lord called Enoch to be a prophet & seer (Moses 6:25-27). Shown first of 3 visions of the future recorded in 6:36.

3. Began ministry of testimony, but was rejected (6:37).

4. Enoch taught gospel principles as they had been revealed by God and angels to Adam (6:47-68).

5. Later in Enoch’s ministry, the Lord opened the second vision recorded in Moses (7:4).

6. Enoch foresaw the Canaanites annihilating people of Shum (7:6-7). Canaanites forfeited right to gospel blessings, Enoch forbidden to preach to them (7:12).

7. He teaches all except Canaan, preaching repentance (7:9-12).

8. He defeated enemies of the Lord through miracles, moving mountains and turning rivers. His people had security, peace (7:13-17).

9. Under Enoch’s leadership, his people became so righteous that the Savior was often in their midst (7:16).

10. Righteous established city of holiness - Zion (7:17-19).
11. Lord established laws, government for Zion. Laws based on laws of the celestial kingdom (D&C 105:5; History of the Church, 5:64).

12. 3 years before Adam’s death, Enoch & righteous leaders met with Adam at Adam-ondi-Ahman. Adam bestowed last blessing upon his children and foretold what should happen to his posterity (D&C 107:53-56). Prophecy recorded in the book of Enoch (D&C 107:57).

13. Enoch recorded story of the earth as revealed by Adam.  Savior showed Enoch third vision in Moses (HC, 2:261). Vision had events of the earth until the Millennium (7:67).

14. Enoch foresaw the Savior’s first coming, crucifixion, death, and great destructions therewith (7:45-47, 55-56).

15. He foresaw second coming of the Lord, building up of Zion in last days, & return of his city to the earth (7:60-67).

16. The Lord personally met with Enoch on many occasions over the 365 years of his ministry (D&C 107:49).

17. Enoch was actually 430 years old when he was translated. Zion had been in existence for 365 years (7:68; 8:1).

18. World in general had rejected law of God, Lord translated Enoch and his people, taking them and the “government of heaven” off the earth (HC, 5:64; D&C 38:4).

19. Before the Flood, the righteous upon whom the Holy Ghost fell were later taken up into the city of Enoch (7:27).

20. The Lord appointed Enoch to minister to terrestrial bodies and “to those who shall be heirs of salvation.” Thus, Enoch appeared to Jude, of the Epistle of Jude (HC, 4:209).

21. The Lord has reserved the return of Enoch and his people until a day when righteousness comes (D&C 45:11-12).

22. The Savior spoke of future glory of Enoch’s Zion and Zion of the last days, testifying that they would eventually be reunited & that He would personally abide there. Earth would rest for 1,000 years (7:62-64; 3 Ne. 21:1; HC, 3:34).

(Richard D. Draper, “Enoch: What Modern Scripture Teaches,” Ensign, Jan. 1998, p. 29)

Ensign Series - The Ensign published a series of articles called “A Strange Thing in the Land: The Return of the Book of Enoch" by BYU professor Hugh Nibley.  There were 13 articles total.  They started in October 1975 and finished in August 1977 (23 months, sometimes there was a month or two in between the articles).  You can read the articles in the online Ensigns at www.lds.org.  The articles were later included in the book Enoch the Prophet by Hugh Nibley.  

One of the main purposes of the articles was to compare the Book of Moses’ account to the other ancient documents of Enoch discovered since Joseph’s time, or not available to him.  Here are some examples from the articles – 



Moses 7:62-64 - …to gather out mine elect … unto … an holy city … looking forth for the time of my coming; for there shall be my tabernacle, and it shall be called Zion, a New Jerusalem … Zion, which shall come forth out of all the creations which I have made.


Gizeh 1:34 - [This is] about the Elect… and my Great Holy One will come out of his dwelling place, and the God of the Age [aeon] shall walk upon the earth, even upon Mount Zion … and he will appear in the power of his might from the heaven of heavens.


Moses 7:32-33 - The Lord said unto Enoch: Behold these thy brethren … I gave unto them their knowledge, in the day I created them; and in the Garden of Eden, gave I unto man his agency … and also given commandment …

Old Slavonic Version of Enoch - I established Adam and gave him dominion, and I gave him knowledge, I gave him his agency, and I gave him commandments, and said to him, 'This you should do, and this is bad.' What more do you want?"



Moses 7:30 - And were it possible that man could number the particles of the earth, yea, millions of earths like this, it would not be a beginning to the number of thy creations.

Mishnat ha-Zohar 1:127ff - god’s creations are en sof, “without end”.

Apocryphon of John, p. 27 - The heavens, they cannot be numbered to man.

bin Gorion 1:59 - The heavens are without number, and every one of the vaults is like an independent world which in turn contains 1,000 other worlds.

Berayta fol. 54a - The foolish Minaeans believe that this is the only world there is!  Actually there are worlds without number.

Secrets 13 (Vaillant) - … I have written of the extremities of the heavens and what is in them.  I have measured the movements of their hosts.  I have completed the counting of the stars, a vast multitude without number.  

2 Enoch 40:2 - I have measured and described the stars, the great countless multitude of them.  



Neal A. Maxwell - Not only has much more scripture come to us through the Restoration, but as we all know, “many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God” will yet be revealed (see Articles of Faith #9). Among those things yet to be revealed one day will be the full book of Enoch. We have already, in the Restoration, received 18 times more than the meager data in the Bible concerning this great and prophetic figure of Enoch. Without the Restoration, we would not even know there was a city of Enoch! (“The Wondrous Restoration,” Ensign, Apr. 2003, p. 30)

Stephen E. Robinson - [Regarding the pseudepigrapha:] The Book of Enoch teaches that the spirits of the dead are segregated into special areas according to their degrees of righteousness to await the resurrection and the judgment (1 En 22).  Second Enoch (23:5) teaches the premortal existence of the soul, and the Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs (TLevi 2–4) refer to three heavens or degrees of glory.  Second Baruch stresses the free agency of man and teaches that the consequences of Adam’s sin were limited to physical death and that each person is responsible for his own sins.  The Testament of Adam (3:1–5), the Apocalypse of Moses (14, 15), and the Vita Adae et Evae (29, 30) describe how Adam called his posterity together shortly before his death, blessed them, and prophesied all that would happen to them down to the end of the world.  This event is also described in D&C 107 as the gathering at Adam-ondi-Ahman. (D&C 107:53–56.)  (“Background for the Testaments,” Ensign, Dec 1982, p. 25)
Andrew C. Skinner – Despite all the striking similarities between Joseph Smith’s account of Enoch and the apocryphal sources, two outstanding differences are noteworthy.  First, the Enoch texts in the Book of Moses constantly, even relentlessly, put the Lord at the center of all action … The second difference and most significant unique feature of Enoch’s record in the Pearl of Great Price is the clear and unadulterated description of the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ and its impact on this earth as well as on the heavens.  (From his chapter in Revelation, Revelation and Faith – Essays in Honor of Truman G. Madsen, p. 371)

Richard D.  Draper - Enoch also learned that the last days would be much like Enoch’s own day in two respects: first, “the heavens shall be darkened, and a veil of darkness shall cover the earth” (Moses 7:61; see also 7:26); and second, there would be “great tribulations among the wicked” (Moses 7:66).  In addition, Enoch “saw the sea, that it was troubled, and men’s hearts failing them, looking forth with fear for the judgments of the Almighty God, which should come upon the wicked” (Moses 7:66).

Given this terrible scene, the Lord assured Enoch that “my people will I preserve” (Moses 7:61).  Indeed, in the last days righteousness would flow from heaven and truth come out of the earth to bear witness of the Lord, as well as of the past and future resurrection of all humankind (see Moses 7:62).  Commenting on this, the Prophet Joseph Smith said, “How [are] righteousness and truth … going to sweep the earth as with a flood?  I will answer.  Men and angels are to be coworkers in bringing to pass this great work, and Zion is to be prepared, even a new Jerusalem, for the elect that are to be gathered from the four quarters of the earth, and to be established an holy city, for the tabernacle of the Lord shall be with them” (History of the Church, 2:260).

… An understanding of Enoch’s message and ministry provides us with an understanding of what is to come and a clear definition of our task.  We must become like Enoch’s people … (“Enoch: What Modern Scripture Teaches,” Ensign, Jan.  1998, p. 29)          
(Handout by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)
Presentation Notes
Use some of the presentation ideas in “Moses 6-7, Part 1.doc”, especially the Bible Dictionary entry on “Enoch” and maybe also the one on “Lost Books”, if you haven’t already gone over them.  The second paragraph of quotes by Hugh Nibley is also in the first Moses 6-7 document.  It is a good reminder of how inspired Joseph Smith was.
In the section “What Latter-day Revelation Adds”, read 4 or 5 at a time.  Ask the students to mark one or two in each group that they think are the most interesting or grabbed their attention.  (Do not ask which is their “favorite” because some students may think it is wrong to have a favorite.)  Review after each bunch and ask for comments on what they marked.  Call on a few students to say why they liked one or another item.

Helps -

· Take Nibley’s book Enoch the Prophet
· http://www.margaretbarker.com
· “Strangers and pilgrims” 

· In the standard works
· At BibleGateway.com
· Bible Dictionary, “Enoch”

· A Strange Thing in the Land: The Return of the Book of Enoch, Part 1
Extra Material



Then and Now

Near Enoch’s time:

Moses 7:26 - And he beheld Satan; and he had a great chain in his hand, and it veiled the whole face of the earth with darkness; and he looked up and laughed, and his angels rejoiced.

Latter-days:

Moses 7:61 - And the day shall come that the earth shall rest, but before that day the heavens shall be darkened, and a veil of darkness shall cover the earth; and the heavens shall shake, and also the earth; and great tribulations shall be among the children of men, but my people will I preserve;

Concerning Moses 7:8, 22 - The words “black” and “blackness” in the scriptures can mean color or darkness, but it can also mean unrighteousness in thought and have nothing to do with the color black.   At times, black is also a Hebrew idiom for “gloomy” or sad (see Jeremiah 8:21, Nahum 2:10, and Joel 2:6).



Strangers and Pilgrims

D&C 45:10-15 - Wherefore, come ye unto it, and with him that cometh I will reason as with men in days of old, and I will show unto you my strong reasoning.   Wherefore, hearken ye together and let me show unto you even my wisdom—the wisdom of him whom ye say is the God of Enoch, and his brethren, Who were separated from the earth, and were received unto myself—a city reserved until a day of righteousness shall come—a day which was sought for by all holy men, and they found it not because of wickedness and abominations; And confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth; But obtained a promise that they should find it and see it in their flesh.  Wherefore, hearken and I will reason with you, and I will speak unto you and prophesy, as unto men in days of old.

Hebrews 11:13 - These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  [“These” refers to Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob, who were named in the preceding verses.]

Hebrews 11:13, New Living Translation - All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth.

New International Version - … And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.

Amplified Bible - … And all the while acknowledging and confessing that they were strangers and temporary residents and exiles upon the earth.



Brigham Young - Our work is to bring forth Zion, and produce the Kingdom of God in its perfection and beauty upon the earth.  We have no business here other than to build up and establish the Zion of God.  It must be done according to the will and law of God, after that pattern and order by which Enoch built up and perfected the former-day Zion, which was taken away to heaven, hence the saying went abroad that Zion had fled.  By and by it will come back again, and as Enoch prepared his people to be worthy of translation, so we, through our faithfulness, must prepare ourselves to meet Zion from above when it shall return to earth, and to abide the brightness and glory of its coming.  (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 443)


Moses 7:67 - … and he saw the day of the righteous, the hour of their redemption; and received a fullness of joy.

Gizeh 1:8 - But with the righteous shall peace be made, and upon the Elect oneness of heart and peace…and He will bless them all, and a light will appear and bring peace unto them.

1 Enoch 45:4-5 - … and I will transform the earth and make it a blessing; and I will cause Mine elect ones to dwell on it … to dwell before me.

1 Enoch 51:15 - And the earth shall rejoice, and the righteous shall dwell upon it, and the elect shall walk thereon.

Secrets 17 (Vaillant) - All the righteous who shall escape the great judgment will be united in the Great Age … and they shall be eternal … but they shall have a great light forever … a great paradise, a place of safety for them to dwell in forever … and their faces shall shine like the Sun!



Gizeh 1:8 - But with the righteous shall peace be made, and upon the Elect oneness of heart and peace…and He will bless them all, and a light will appear and bring peace unto them.

1 Enoch 45:4-5 - … and I will transform the earth and make it a blessing; and I will cause Mine elect ones to dwell on it … to dwell before me.

1 Enoch 51:15 - And the earth shall rejoice, and the righteous shall dwell upon it, and the elect shall walk thereon.

Secrets 17 (Vaillant) - All the righteous who shall escape the great judgment will be united in the Great Age … and they shall be eternal … but they shall have a great light forever … a great paradise, a place of safety for them to dwell in forever … and their faces shall shine like the Sun!



