Moses 7: The Vision to Enoch 

How Is It Thou Canst Weep?

Moses 7 mentions “weep” or “wept” 11 times - 4 attributed to God, 3 to the heavens and 4 to Enoch, plus the earth itself mourns.

Hugh Nibley - Enoch bears testimony that the God of heaven actually wept.  It is a shocking thing to say, but here again, if we go to another Enoch text, there it is!  When God wept over the destruction of the temple, we're told in one of the midrashim [ancient Jewish writings] that it was Enoch who fell on his face and said, "I will weep, but weep not thou!" God answered Enoch and said, "If thou [Enoch] wilt not suffer me to weep, I God will go whither thou canst not come and there I will lament".  (Enoch the Prophet, 5-6.  Also in “A Strange Thing in the Land: The Return of the Book of Enoch, Part 9,” Ensign, Feb. 1977, p. 66.  Either source lists multiple examples of weeping in ancient documents by God, Enoch, the heavens, angels [“watchers”], the sun and the moon, the hills and mountains, and the waters.)

Lamentations 9:2, New Living Translation - Oh, that I could go away and forget my people and live in a travelers’ shack in the desert.  For they are all adulterers— a pack of treacherous liars.

Daniel C. Peterson –[A section] of the Midrash Rabbah on Lamentations, a work dating to perhaps the fourth century A.D., represents God as weeping in a passage that is strikingly reminiscent of the scene depicted in Moses 7.  Looking upon the destruction of the temple by the Babylonians, God begins to cry.

At that time Metatron (who is Enoch) came, fell upon his face, and spake before the Holy One, blessed be He: “Sovereign of the Universe, let me weep.”  He replied to him, “If thou lettest Me not weep now, I will repair to a place which thou hast not permission to enter, and will weep there,” as it is said, But if ye will not hear it, My soul shall weep in secret for pride (Jer. XIII, 17).

Thus, while the concept of a weeping God may seem strange to the conventional theology of mainstream Christendom, it was well known, if still somewhat disconcerting, to ancient Judaism.  (From his chapter in Revelation, Revelation and Faith – Essays in Honor of Truman G. Madsen, p. 296)
The City of Enoch

City of Holiness - Enoch’s city had two names, Zion and City of Holiness.  The second name becomes more meaningful when we remember that Heavenly Father’s name in the language of Adam is Man of Holiness (see Moses 6:57).  (Institute PoGP manual, p. 22)

Orson Pratt – One of the most beautiful characteristics of the antediluvian Zion, was that "they were of one heart and one mind, and there was no poor among them," a perfect union of sentiment and feelings: no bitterness—no hatred—no slandering or reviling—no defrauding or taking advantage one of another—no person seeking to aggrandize himself by heaping up riches while others were poor—no selfishness or pride—no hypocrisy or affectation: but every one loved his neighbor as himself—every one studied the welfare of the whole—every one considered himself as only a steward over the things committed to his charge: it was all considered the Lord's, and ready to be appropriated for any purpose which the Lord should direct. They were equal in earthly things, therefore the Lord made them equal in heavenly things.  Nothing short of continued revelation could ever have brought about an order of things so perfect.  (The Seer, II, May 1854, p. 264, quoted in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 2: The Pearl of Great Price, p. 140.)
Robert L. Millet - Those who fully abide by the laws of the celestial kingdom eventually qualify for the blessings of the kingdom, including the presence of the Lord himself.  In the city of Enoch "the Lord came and dwelt with his people" (Moses 7:16), spoke in their congregations, and walked and talked with the pure in heart.  "Such union," wrote Elder Orson Pratt, "was strength and power; such oneness was after the order of heaven: the powers of the earth could not hold them — the laws of nature could not retain them: their faith laid hold on immortality — on eternal life — on the powers of heaven — on heavenly things; the veil was parted and could no more be closed."  

Similarly, Elder Joseph Young explained that Joseph Smith had taught that "the people, and the city, and the foundations of the earth on which it stood, had partaken of so much of the immortal elements, bestowed upon them by God through the teachings of Enoch, that it became philosophically impossible for them to remain any longer upon the earth."  After a ministry spanning more than three centuries, therefore, Enoch had prepared his people to enter into the rest of the Lord. (From Millet’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 2: The Pearl of Great Price, p. 140.)
Bruce R. McConkie - After the Lord’s people were translated—for it was people who were caught up into heaven, not brick and mortar and stone, for there are better homes already in heaven than men can build on earth—after these righteous saints went to dwell beyond the veil, others, being converted and desiring righteousness, looked for a city which hath foundation, whose builder and maker is God, and they too “were caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion.” (Moses 7:27) (“Come: Let Israel Build Zion,” Ensign, May 1977, p. 115–118, emphasis added.)
Neal A. Maxwell - Discipleship need not be hectic.  The gospel suggests to us ultimate perfection, but eternal progression rests on the assumption of gradual but regular improvement in our lives.  In the city of Enoch the near perfection of this people occurred "in process of time" over many, many years.  This is also the case with us.  (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 70)

Moses 7:68-69 - And all the days of Zion, in the days of Enoch, were three hundred and sixty-five years.  And Enoch and all his people walked with God, and he dwelt in the midst of Zion; and it came to pass that Zion was not, for God received it up into his own bosom; and from thence went forth the saying, ZION IS FLED.

And Thy Curtains Are Stretched Out Still

Moses 7:30 - And were it possible that man could number the particles of the earth, yea, millions of earths like this, it would not be a beginning to the number of thy creations; and thy curtains are stretched out still...

CNN - Ever wanted to wish upon a star?  Well, you have 70,000 million million million to choose from. That's the total number of stars in the known universe, according to a study by Australian astronomers.  It's also about 10 times as many stars as grains of sand on all the world's beaches and deserts.  The figure -- 7 followed by 22 zeros or, more accurately, 70 sextillion -- was calculated by a team of stargazers based at the Australian National University … And that's only the stars we can actually see.  (07/23/03, cnn.com/2003/TECH/space/07/22/stars.survey.   See also “160 Billion Alien Planets May Exist in Our Milky Way Galaxy” at Space.com.)

D&C 76:112 - And they shall be servants of the Most High; but where God and Christ dwell they cannot come, worlds without end.

National Geographic – “Worlds Without End” is the title to a 3-page foldout of a photo from the Hubble telescope filled with galaxies.  “Hubble pointed at one of the emptiest parts of the sky, focused on a region the size of a grain of sand held at arm’s length, and found layer upon layer of galaxies as far as its eye could see.”  (v. 191, no. 4, April 1997)
Carl Sagan - How is it that hardly any major religion has looked at science and concluded, ‘This is better than we thought! The Universe is much bigger than our prophets said, grander, more subtle, more elegant.  God must be even greater than we dreamed.’?  Instead they say, ‘No, no, no!  My god is a little god, and I want him to stay that way.’  A religion, old or new, that stressed the magnificences of the Universe as revealed by modern science might be able to draw forth reserves of reverence and awe hardly tapped by the conventional faiths.  Sooner or later, such a religion will emerge.  (Pale Blue Dot, p. 52, as quoted in Of Heaven and Earth, p. 42.  Unfortunately he apparently never read the D&C or Moses.)

D&C 121:30-32 - And also, if there be bounds set to the heavens or to the seas, or to the dry land, or to the sun, moon, or stars —  All the times of their revolutions, all the appointed days, months, and years, and all the days of their days, months, and years, and all their glories, laws, and set times, shall be revealed in the days of the dispensation of the fulness of times. 

Neal A. Maxwell - God's work is unimaginably difficult work.  It is very real, very relentless and repetitive.  His course is one eternal round, He has said. But His work is also His glory.  And we, His children everywhere, are His work.  We are at the center of His purposes and concerns.  "We are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand." 

Moreover, in the Pearl of Great Price, we read that "millions of earths" would be just a beginning to the number of the Lord's creations.  However, as Enoch beheld them "stretched out" into space, his awe did not spring from the numerical or spatial dimensions of God's creations but, rather, from the implications underlying those numbers.  Enoch responded movingly and with awe—but it was over God's attributes, not His "acreage": "Thou art there (actuality), … thou art just; thou art merciful and kind forever (personality)"!  (Even As I Am, p. 27)

Earth, “The Mother of Men” 

Regarding the earth’s suffering, see Moses 7:48, 49, 55, 56, 58, 60, and 61. 

The Earth Groaned - Enoch saw that the earth would mourn and groan and its rocks would be rent when Christ was crucified and resurrected.  Nephi, son of Lehi, and Samuel the Lamanite also prophesied of this (see 1 Nephi 19:10–12; Helaman 14:21–22).  The Book of Mormon contains an account of great earthquakes in the western hemisphere (see 3 Nephi 8:18), while the Bible tells of earthquakes in the eastern hemisphere (see Matthew 27:51).  Elder Spencer W. Kimball, then a member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, taught: “These earth spasms [were] a revolt by the created earth against the crucifixion of its Creator” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1963, 65, as quoted in the institute PoGP manual, p. 24.)

Note:  What did Joseph Smith know of volcanoes and earthquakes, which easily account for the destructions in 3 Nephi and clearly happened two thousand years ago in Central America?

D&C 88:25-27 - And again, verily I say unto you, the earth abideth the law of a celestial kingdom, for it filleth the measure of its creation, and transgresseth not the law—Wherefore, it shall be sanctified; yea, notwithstanding it shall die, it shall be quickened again, and shall abide the power by which it is quickened, and the righteous shall inherit it.  

Joseph Fielding Smith - The Lord here [in D&C 88] informs us that the earth on which we dwell is a living thing, and that the time must come when it will be sanctified from all unrighteousness.  (Church History and Modern Revelation, v. 2, p. 130-131. Quoted in the PoGP institute manual, p. 23)
D&C 88:45 - 

The earth rolls upon her wings, 

And the sun giveth his light by day, 

And the moon giveth her light by night, 

And the stars also give their light, 

As they roll upon their wings in their glory, 

In the midst of the power of God.

What is “the Rest of the Lord?”

Alma 40:12 - … A state of happiness, which is called paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace, where they shall rest from all their troubles and from all care, and sorrow.

D&C 84:24 - But they [the Israelites in Moses’ time] hardened their hearts and could not endure his presence; therefore, the Lord in his wrath, for his anger was kindled against them, swore that they should not enter into his rest while in the wilderness, which rest is the fulness of his glory.

The Return of the City of Enoch (Moses 7:63-64)

JST, Genesis 9:21-23 - And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant, which I made unto thy father Enoch; that, when men should keep all my commandments, Zion should again come on the earth, the city of Enoch which I have caught up unto myself.

And this is mine everlasting covenant, that when thy posterity shall embrace the truth, and look upward, then shall Zion look downward, and all the heavens shake with gladness, and the earth shall tremble with joy;

And the general assembly of the church of the firstborn shall come down out of heaven, and possess the earth and shall have place until the end come. And this is mine everlasting covenant, which I made with thy father Enoch.
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen)

Presentation Notes

This lesson can be split into two lessons.  
For the first lesson

1. A good hymn is “How Great Though Art”.  Two of its words are marked with asterisks, meaning they have been changed.  Those words are “worlds” and “rolling”, which both show up in this lesson (“rolls” in D&C 88).

2. Begin the lesson itself by looking up “Enoch” in the Bible Dictionary, page 665.  When reading this reference, you may wish to have the Pearl of Great Price manual handy to look up information about Translated Beings.  There are two good quotes on page 22.

3. Follow that up by looking up “Apocrypha”, page 610.  Read the first paragraph, then have the students choose a listed book and read about it, sharing what they learn.  Make sure to point out that some of them have much truth, others are not so trustworthy, but can be of value.  

4. Next look up D&C 91 (as mentioned in the first paragraph of Apocrypha), page 179.  

5. If you have time and want to, look up “Lost Books” in the Bible Dictionary, page 725.  

6. Taking turns, have the students read aloud Moses 7:18-21, 23-27.  (Skip vs. 22, unless you want to get into a discussion of what “black” means – could be countenance, attitude, without spiritual light, etc., not necessarily skin color)  After reading, have them mark their places and close their scriptures, then give them the following quiz:  

a) The City of Enoch was referred to by two names.  What are they? (v. 19)  

b) What are the characteristics of this society? These could even be a definition of the names.  There are three (v. 18, also Bible Dictionary has one more listed under “Zion”.)  

c) Did Enoch know ahead of time what would happen to his city/people?  (v. 21)  

d) After God’s people were taken up into heaven, who had power on earth, and what was his attitude about it?  (v. 24 & 26)  

e) How was he overcome in many of the people’s lives?  (v. 27)  

f) What happened to the people who overcame him?  (v. 27)  Note that all righteous people were taken up, except those who had an earthly responsibility (for a quote, see the PoGP student manual, p. 22)
g) Finish up by discussing the quiz questions in detail and maybe use some quotes from the first page of the sheet.

For the second lesson

1. Use Hymn #86, “How Great Thou Art”.  Preview it by having someone read the lyrics and point out the two changed words denoted with asterisks, “worlds” and “rolling”.  The idea of worlds is amply shown in Moses, and rolling comes into play toward the end of the handout in D&C 88.

2. Have the students open their institute PoGP manuals to pages 23-27.  Tell them you are going read aloud each of the bolded section headings.  While you read them, tell the students to put a mark next to any of them that sound especially interesting.  When you finish, ask them to read one or two of the ones they marked.  Thereafter have them take turns in sharing what they learned.  OR read Moses 7:28-49, 58-61 a few verses at a time, having the student sitting next to the reader comment on the verses read, then that person reading a few and the next person commenting.

3. Give each student a copy of the table on weeping and ask them to fill it in.  Discuss the answers.

4. In going over the quotes in this document with the class, remember to explain who each author is.

Extra Material

Orson Pratt - Notwithstanding the unnumbered worlds which have been created, out of each of these creations the Lord had taken Zion (in other words a people called Zion) to his own bosom.  [See Moses 7:31.]  What does this signify?  Are we not to understand that all these creations were fallen worlds?  Why did he not take them all?  Because they were not all worthy, because being fallen, they did not keep his commandments, because they did not exercise their agency to worship God; for that reason he did not take them all to himself … I mention these things to show that we have, in the revelations God has given, many indications, that there are worlds beside our own that are fallen; also that we may see that the Lord has one grand method, for the salvation of the righteous of all worlds—that Zion is selected and taken from all of them.  And reasoning from analogy, may we not, with propriety believe, that these fallen creations, after fulfilling their temporal destiny, will be changed, and become the celestial abodes of their respective Zions?" (Journal of Discourses v. 19, p. 293, quoted in Robert L. Millet’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 2: The Pearl of Great Price, p. 142, footnote 17.)

Galaxy May Have Billions, Scientists Say - NASA scientists using the Hubble Space Telescope have discovered what they believe are 16 new planets deep in the Milky Way, leading them to conclude there are probably billions of planets spread throughout the galaxy.  Over the past 15 years, astronomers have identified more than 200 planets outside our solar system, but the new ones identified by the Hubble are at least 10 times as far from Earth.  That planets can be found at the center of the galaxy, as well as near our solar system, has given NASA researchers confidence that they are likely to be everywhere. If that is the case, then the likelihood of other Earth-like planets becomes greater.  "We all are dreamers, and part of that dream is to find life somewhere," said Mario Livio, head of the science program at the Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore, which oversees Hubble operations. "We're finding that the galaxy is full of planets, and the chances are, somewhere out there, we will find one with the conditions necessary to be habitable."  (Washington Post, article by Marc Kaufman, staff writer, 5 Oct. 2006; p. A10)
A Biblical example of the Lord wishing to go somewhere else because of the wickedness of his children is this –
Jeremiah 9:2-3, Amplified Bible - Oh, that I had in the wilderness a lodging place (a mere shelter) for wayfaring men, that I might leave my people and go away from them! For they are all adulterers [rendering worship to idols instead of to the Lord, Who has espoused the people to Himself]; they are a gang of treacherous men [faithless even to each other].

And they bend their tongue, [which is] their bow for the lies [they shoot]. And not according to faithfulness do they rule and become strong in the land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do not know and understand and acknowledge Me, says the Lord.

Other passages about the Lord weeping include -
John 11:35 - Jesus wept.

Jacob 5:41 - And it came to pass that the Lord of the vineyard wept, and said unto the servant: What could I have done more for my vineyard? 

3 Nephi 17:21-22 - And when he had said these words, he wept, and the multitude bare record of it, and he took their little children, one by one, and blessed them, and prayed unto the Father for them.  And when he had done this he wept again;
Regarding the earth’s suffering, here are the verses referred to (Moses 7:48, 49, 55, 56, 58, 60, and 61) -

48 - And it came to pass that Enoch looked upon the earth; and he heard a voice from the bowels thereof, saying: Wo, wo is me, the mother of men; I am pained, I am weary, because of the wickedness of my children. When shall I rest, and be cleansed from the filthiness which is gone forth out of me? When will my Creator sanctify me, that I may rest, and righteousness for a season abide upon my face?

49 - And when Enoch heard the earth mourn, he wept, and cried unto the Lord, saying: O Lord, wilt thou not have compassion upon the earth? … And it came to pass that Enoch cried unto the Lord, saying: When the Son of Man cometh in the flesh, shall the earth rest? I pray thee, show me these things.

55 - … Look, and [Enoch] looked and beheld the Son of Man lifted up on the cross, after the manner of men;

56 - And he heard a loud voice; and the heavens were veiled; and all the creations of God mourned; and the earth groaned; and the rocks were rent …

58 - And again Enoch wept and cried unto the Lord, saying: When shall the earth rest?

60 - And the Lord said unto Enoch: As I live, even so will I come in the last days, in the days of wickedness and vengeance, to fulfil the oath which I have made unto you concerning the children of Noah;

61 - And the day shall come that the earth shall rest …

Robert L. Millet - … "Then he obtained power," President Brigham Young observed, "to translate himself and his people, with the region they inhabited, their houses, gardens, fields, cattle, and all their possessions.  He had learned enough from Adam and his associates to know how to handle the elements, . . . and he obtained power to take his portion of the earth and move out a little while, where he remains to this day." (From Millet’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 2: The Pearl of Great Price, p. 140.)
Daniel C. Peterson – Significantly, the personification of the earth as a vocal lamenter or accuser of human wickedness is an authentic feature of the indisputably ancient Ethiopic Apocalypse of Enoch.  In that pre-Christian text, the earth brings an accusation against the wicked and oppressive “giants” otherwise known from Genesis 6:4, mention of whom also brackets the earth’s lament in Moses 7.  (From his chapter in Revelation, Revelation and Faith – Essays in Honor of Truman G. Madsen, p. 305)
Daniel C. Peterson – A pattern seems to emerge from comparing and contrasting [Moses 7 and ancient Sumerian documents].  In the Sumerian laments, all grieve for the suffering and destruction itself, rather than for what led to it.  All attempt to shift the blame.  All concentrate on their own losses.  The situation is quite different, however, in Moses 7.  In that text, all mourn the consequences of sin.  All recognize where guilt and responsibility lie, and all concentrate on the sufferings of others.  In other words, while Moses 7 seems to employ venerable ancient forms, it improves upon them by elevating them from the human to the divine level and in other ways giving them considerably greater spiritual depth.  (From his chapter in Revelation, Revelation and Faith – Essays in Honor of Truman G. Madsen, p. 306)
Daniel C. Peterson – Thus, in a very real and important sense, God, who loves more perfectly and more deeply than we can understand, is by that very fact rendered subject to pain.  The portrayal of God in Moses 7 has implications for us as well.  It means that we should take very seriously the certainty that our sins grieve our Father and cause him pain.  It may, perhaps, shed some light on the mechanism and process of Christ’s atonement.  Furthermore, it seems to indicate that there will never be a time, on earth or in eternity, when we will be utterly beyond pain, disappointment, and suffering.  This may be disquieting to some, but alternative is infinitely less attractive.  For the alternative to emotional vulnerability, it seems clear, is emotional deadness; the only path to emotional impossibility is a path that kills love and caring.  But the Buddhist ethic of severing oneself from “attachments,” because they cause suffering, is not the Christian one.  It is instructive that the Savior’s command to be “perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven,” comes in the context of, and concludes, a discussion of love (Matthew 5:48, cf. 3 Nephi 12:48).  (From his chapter in Revelation, Revelation and Faith – Essays in Honor of Truman G. Madsen, p. 307-308)
Rodney Turner - And even as the Father organized these worlds by the Only Begotten, so does the Father redeem and glorify them by the Only Begotten. The blood of Jesus Christ was not shed for this world alone; the sons and daughters of God on other earths also partake of its saving powers (Moses 7:53; D&C 76:22-24).  (Studies in Scripture, Vol. 2: The Pearl of Great Price, p. 56)


And I heard a great voice bearing record from heav'n,

He's the Saviour and only begotten of God;

By him, of him, and through him, the worlds were all made,

Even all that career in the heavens so broad.
Whose inhabitants, too, from the first to the last,

Are sav'd by the very same Saviour of ours;

And, of course, are begotten God's daughters and sons

By the very same truths and the very same powers.
- “A Vision”, stanza 20



“Why does the book of Moses end with Noah, giving us much valuable information but leaving out much of the history of the earth and the dispensation of Abraham?”  - “I Have a Question,” Ensign, Sep 1980, 51–53, 63–65
David A. Bednar - We will not attain a state of perfection in this life, but we can and should press forward with faith in Christ along the strait and narrow path and make steady progress toward our eternal destiny. The Lord’s pattern for spiritual development is “line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little” (2 Nephi 28:30). Small, steady, incremental spiritual improvements are the steps the Lord would have us take. Preparing to walk guiltless before God is one of the primary purposes of mortality and the pursuit of a lifetime; it does not result from sporadic spurts of intense spiritual activity. 

I witness that the Savior will strengthen and assist us to make sustained, paced progress. The example in the Book of Mormon of “many, exceedingly great many” (Alma 13:12) in the ancient Church who were pure and spotless before God is a source of encouragement and comfort to me. I suspect those members of the ancient Church were ordinary men and women just like you and me. These individuals could not look upon sin save it were with abhorrence, and they “were made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their God” (v. 12). And these principles and this process of spiritual progress apply to each of us equally and always.  (“Clean Hands and a Pure Heart,” Ensign, Nov 2007, 80–83)
Bruce R. McConkie - “After the Lord’s people were translated—for it was people who were caught up into heaven, not brick and mortar and stone, for there are better homes already in heaven than men can build on earth—after these righteous saints went to dwell beyond the veil, others, being converted and desiring righteousness, looked for a city which hath foundation, whose builder and maker is God, and they too “were caught up by the powers of heaven into Zion.” (Moses 7:27) (“Come: Let Israel Build Zion,” Ensign, May 1977, p. 115–118, emphasis added.)
United Order versus Communism

See United Order.doc.
Enoch Quoted Elsewhere

Hugh Nibley - A quotation from an Enoch text occurs in the thirteenth chapter of Helaman.  "Ye have trusted in your riches," Enoch tells the people.  "Ye have not remembered the Lord in the day he gave you your riches." (see Helaman 13:33)  This is also Samuel the Lamanite speaking, an expert in the scriptures; he knew all about these things.  He had access to the plates of brass and other records.  And here Enoch speaks in a writing not discovered until 1888: "Ye have not remembered the Lord in the days he gave you your riches; ye have gone astray that your riches shall not remain, because you have done evil in everything. Cursed are you and cursed are your riches."  (Enoch the Prophet, p. 8)
Savior of Other Worlds

Russell M. Nelson - In preparatory times of the Old Testament, the practice of atonement was finite-meaning it had an end.  It was a symbolic forecast of the definitive Atonement of Jesus the Christ.  His Atonement is infinite-without an end.  (See 2 Ne. 9:7; 2 Ne. 25:16; Alma 34:10, 12, 14.)  It was also infinite in that all humankind would be saved from never-ending death.  It was infinite in terms of His immense suffering.  It was infinite in time, putting an end to the preceding prototype of animal sacrifice.  It was infinite in scope - it was to be done once for all. (See Heb. 10:10.)  And the mercy of the Atonement extends not only to an infinite number of people, but also to an infinite number of worlds created by Him. (See D&C 76:24; Moses 1:33.)  It was infinite beyond any human scale of measurement or mortal comprehension.  (“The Atonement”, Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 33.)
Teacher’s version of the table “How Is It Thou Canst Weep?”

	
	Passage
	Who 
	Why

	1.
	Moses 7:28
	God
	“…they [the people] are without affection, and they hate their own blood.  (Moses 7:33)

	2.
	Moses 7:28
	Heavens
	same

	3.
	Moses 7:29
	God
	same

	4.
	Moses 7:31
	God
	same 

	5.
	Moses 7:37
	Whole Heavens
	(weep occurs twice).  [Christ] “suffereth for their sins” or “seeing these shall suffer?”

	6.
	Moses 7:40
	Heavens
	“…they [the people] shall be in torment [until Christ comes].

	7.
	Moses 7:41
	Enoch
	“…their wickedness, and their misery…”

	8.
	Moses 7:44
	Enoch
	“floods came and swallowed them up (v 43) …had bitterness of soul”

	9.
	Moses 7:49
	Enoch
	“…heard the earth mourn…”

	10.
	Moses 7:58
	Enoch
	“…When shall the earth rest?”

	11.
	D&C 76:26
	Heavens
	“…Lucifer, a son of the morning…he is fallen…” (v. 26-27)

	12.
	Jacob 5:41
	Lord of vineyard
	“…What could I have done more for my vineyard?

	13.
	John 11:35
	Jesus
	Mourning with the sisters of Lazarus.

	14.
	Luke 19:41
	Jesus
	Coming destruction of Jerusalem.

	15.
	3 Ne. 17:20-22
	Jesus
	“And now behold, my joy is full.” (v. 20)

	16.
	D&C 128:23
	Rocks
	Joy for what is to come – millennium, or great day of the Lord.


Mother Earth

2 Nephi 9:7 - … And if so, this flesh must have laid down to rot and to crumble to its mother earth, to rise no more.

Mosiah 2:26 - … And ye behold that I am old, and am about to yield up this mortal frame to its mother earth.

Mormon 6:15 - … and to crumble and to return to their mother earth.
H. P. Lovecraft - … That men shall not live without rumor of old strange secrets, and wonders that planets tell planets alone in the night. (From the first paragraph from “The Strange High House in the Mist”.)
McConkie and Millet - [Commentary on 3 Nephi 28:13-15.] The three [Nephites] were caught up into heaven (that is, the three and not the nine, see verse 36) and saw, and heard unspeakable things.  We wonder if perhaps they saw something akin to what Paul beheld: "I knew a man in Christ [he is speaking modestly of himself] above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven.  And I knew such a man [again, speaking of himself], (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) how that he was caught up into paradise and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter" (2 Corinthians 12:4).  
Elder Franklin D. Richards offered the following fascinating observation regarding this experience of the Three Nephites: "They wanted to tarry until Jesus came, and that they might He took them into the heavens and endowed them with the power of translation, probably in one of Enoch's temples, and brought them back to the earth.  Thus they received power to live until the coming of the Son of Man.  I believe He took them to Enoch's city and gave them their endowments there.  I expect that in the city of Enoch there are temples; and when Enoch and his people come back, they will come back with their city, their temples, blessings and powers. (JD 25:236-37.)   (Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet, Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, v. 4, p. 191)
Daniel H. - Is it any wonder that a Prophet who was able to have such a close relationship with mother earth that he used her to fight his battles with other nations would be filled w/ such compassion for her.  (PoGP class, LDSBC, summer 2011)
How Is It Thou Canst Weep?

Moses 7:28-58 mentions “weep” or “wept” 11 times.
Open your scriptures and highlight each one, and then fill in the chart below.

	
	Passage
	Who Wept?
	Why?

	1.
	Moses 7:28
	
	

	2.
	Moses 7:28
	
	

	3.
	Moses 7:29
	
	

	4.
	Moses 7:31
	
	

	5.
	Moses 7:37 (2)
	
	

	6.
	Moses 7:40
	
	

	7.
	Moses 7:41
	
	

	8.
	Moses 7:44
	
	

	9.
	Moses 7:49
	
	

	10.
	Moses 7:58
	
	

	11.
	D&C 76:26
	
	

	12.
	Jacob 5:41
	
	

	13.
	Luke 19:41
	
	

	14.
	John 11:35
	
	

	15.
	3 Nephi 17:20-22
	
	

	16.
	D&C 128:23
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