Mother in Heaven

In the heavens are parents single?

No; the thought makes reason stare!

Truth is reason, truth eternal

Tells me I’ve a mother there.

(From “O My Father”, Hymn #292)
Wilford Woodruff - With regard to our position before we came here, I will say that we dwelt with the Father and with the Son, as expressed in the hymn, "O My Father," that has been sung here.  That hymn is a revelation, though it was given unto us by a woman - Sister Eliza R. Snow.  There are a great many sisters who have the spirit of revelation.  There is no reason why they should not be inspired as well as men. (Millennial Star, 56:229, April 9, 1894, as quoted in The Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, edited by G. Homer Durham, p. 61)
Spencer W. Kimball - “When we sing that doctrinal hymn and anthem of affection, ‘O My Father,’ we get a sense of the ultimate in maternal modesty, of the restrained, queenly elegance of our Heavenly Mother, and knowing how profoundly our mortal mothers have shaped us here, do we suppose her influence on us as individuals to be less?”  (Ensign, May 1978, p. 6)

Spencer W. Kimball - This is a partnership.  God and his creation.  The Primary song says, “I am a child of God.”  Born with a noble birthright.  God is your father.  He loves you.  He and your mother in heaven value you beyond any measure.  They gave your eternal intelligence spirit form, just as your earthly mother and father have given you a mortal body.  You are unique.  One of a kind, made of the eternal intelligence which gives you claim upon eternal life.  (Ensign, Nov. 1978, p. 102)

Gordon B. Hinckley - Last April, I spoke to the regional representatives of the Church, as I have done for a number of years on each occasion when they have come for general conference.  These are training meetings where the regional representatives get information that they may carry with them across the Church.  There is nothing secret or hidden about what is done there.

However, recently I heard that someone had secured a copy of my talk, looking upon that as a singular accomplishment, as if it had been given in a secret and sinister manner, designed to keep it from the world.  This is nonsense.

I am therefore on this occasion going to take the liberty of rereading that portion of the talk which pertains to a matter over which some few women of the Church appear to be greatly exercised.  I give it to all, in this forum, because of the activities of a few who evidently are seeking to lead others in the paths which they are following.  I speak of those who advocate the offering of prayers to our Mother in Heaven.  I quote from that earlier address:

“This [practice] began in private prayer and is beginning to spread to prayers offered in some of our meetings.

“It was Eliza R. Snow who wrote the words: ‘Truth is reason; truth eternal / Tells me I’ve a mother there.’ (Hymns, 1985, no. 292.)
“It has been said that the Prophet Joseph Smith made no correction to what Sister Snow had written.  Therefore, we have a Mother in Heaven.  Therefore, [some assume] that we may appropriately pray to her.

“Logic and reason would certainly suggest that if we have a Father in Heaven, we have a Mother in Heaven.  That doctrine rests well with me.

“However, in light of the instruction we have received from the Lord Himself, I regard it as inappropriate for anyone in the Church to pray to our Mother in Heaven.

“The Lord Jesus Christ set the pattern for our prayers.  In the Sermon on the Mount, He declared:

‘After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.’ (Matt. 6:9; italics added here and in following references.)
“When the resurrected Lord appeared to the Nephites and taught them, He said: ‘After this manner therefore pray ye:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.’ (3 Ne. 13:9)
“While He was among them, He further taught them by example and precept concerning this practice.  The record states that ‘He himself also knelt upon the earth; and behold he prayed unto the Father, and the things which he prayed cannot be written, and the multitude did bear record who heard him.’ (3 Ne. 17:15)
“Furthermore, He said:  ‘Pray in your families unto the Father, always in my name, that your wives and your children may be blessed.’ (3 Ne. 18:21)
“On another occasion, ‘Jesus departed out of the midst of them, and went a little way off from them and bowed himself to the earth, and he said:

“‘Father, I thank thee that thou hast given the Holy Ghost unto these whom I have chosen; and it is because of their belief in me that I have chosen them out of the world.

“‘Father, I pray thee that thou wilt give the Holy Ghost unto all them that shall believe in their words.’ (3 Ne. 19:19–21)
“And so I might continue with other specific instances from the scripture.  Search as I have, I find nowhere in the standard works an account where Jesus prayed other than to His Father in Heaven or where He instructed the people to pray other than to His Father in Heaven.

“I have looked in vain for any instance where any President of the Church, from Joseph Smith to Ezra Taft Benson, has offered a prayer to ‘our Mother in Heaven.’

“I suppose those … who use this expression and who try to further its use are well-meaning, but they are misguided.  The fact that we do not pray to our Mother in Heaven in no way belittles or denigrates her.”

That is the end of the quotation from the talk I gave earlier, to which I may add that none of us can add to or diminish the glory of her of whom we have no revealed knowledge.  (Ensign, Nov. 1991, p. 97)
Richard Neitzel Holzapfel - That individuals existed as premortal spirits either was not known or not understood during the first years after the Church's founding in 1830.  Possibly the first hint of such a knowledge came in 1833, when Joseph received a revelation now recorded in D&C 93.  Privately, as early as 1839, Joseph began teaching that there was a mother in heaven—the mother of our premortal spirits. By 1841, Joseph publicly declared, "Spirits are eternal."  When the Book of Abraham was published in March 1842, the doctrine was further clarified (see Abraham 3:18).  (From his chapter in The Heavens Are Open: The 1992 Sperry Symposium on the Doctrine and Covenants and Church History, p. 152)
Institute Manual - Latter-day prophets have commented on the existence of a mother in heaven. The First Presidency (Joseph F. Smith, John Winder, and Anthon H. Lund) stated this doctrine in 1909 in the following words: "All men and women are in the similitude of the universal Father and Mother, and are literally the sons and daughters of Deity." (As cited in Clark, Messages of the First Presidency, 4:203.)  Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, after quoting Genesis 1:26-27, also said, "Is it not feasible to believe that female spirits were created in the image of a 'Mother in Heaven' " (Answers to Gospel Questions, 3:144).  (Old Testament: Genesis–2 Samuel, Religion 301 Student Manual, section 2-10 for Genesis 1:26–27. "Let Us Make Man in Our Image")
Neal A. Maxwell - Finally, remember: When we return to our real home, it will be with the 'mutual approbation' of those who reign in the 'royal courts on high.' There we will find beauty such as mortal 'eye hath not seen'; we will hear sounds of surpassing music which mortal 'ear hath not heard.' Could such a regal homecoming be possible without the anticipatory arrangements of a Heavenly Mother? (Ensign, May 1978, p. 10-11, as quoted in the institute manual for the D&C regarding D&C 25:16.)
Hugh Nibley - In the earliest Christian poem, "The Pearl," and in recently discovered [ancient documents], the Christian comes to earth from his heavenly home, leaving his royal parents behind, for a period of testing upon the earth. Then, having overcome the dragon, he returns to the heavenly place, where he is given a rousing welcome. The first person to greet him on his return is his heavenly mother, who was the last one to embrace him as he left to go down to earth. "The first embrace is that which the Mother of Life gave to the First Man as he separated himself from her in order to come down to earth to his testing." (From his chapter in LDS Women’s Treasury: Insights and Inspiration for Today’s Woman, p. 37)

Susa Young Gates - An interesting sidelight is given to this time [during which the hymn "O My Father" was written] through a possible glimpse of the thought-kernel which grew into such fragrant bloom in the full-voiced poem of Sister [Eliza R.] Snow.  It was told by Aunt Zina D. Young to the writer as to many others during her life.  Father Huntington lost his wife under the most trying circumstances.  Her children were left desolate.  One day, when her daughter Zina was speaking with the Prophet Joseph Smith concerning the loss of her mother and her intense grief, she asked the question:

"Will I know my mother as my mother when I get over on the Other Side?"

"Certainly you will," was the instant reply of the Prophet.  "More than that, you will meet and become acquainted with your eternal Mother, the wife of your Father in Heaven."

"And have I then a Mother in Heaven?" exclaimed the astonished girl.

"You assuredly have.  How could a Father claim His title unless there were also a Mother to share that parenthood?"

It was about this time that Sister Snow learned the same glorious truth from the same inspired lips, and at once she was moved to express her own great joy and gratitude in the moving words of the hymn, "O My Father," which includes the pregnant couplet:: "Truth is reason; truth eternal, Tells me I've a mother there." (History of the Young Ladies MIA, p. 16, quoted in Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith's Teachings, p. 436)
“Heavenly Parents” – a Sampling
The Proclamation to the Family - All human beings—male and female—are created in the image of God. Each is a beloved spirit son or daughter of heavenly parents, and, as such, each has a divine nature and destiny.  Gender is an essential characteristic of individual pre-mortal, mortal, and eternal identity and purpose.  (Elder L. Tom Perry quotes this in “Fatherhood, an Eternal Calling,” Ensign, May 2004, p. 69.  Boyd K. Packer also quotes it in “The Standard of Truth Has Been Erected,” Ensign, Nov. 2003, p. 24)
Russell M. Nelson – Trees reach up for the light and grow in the process.  So do we as sons and daughters of heavenly parents. Facing upward provides a loftier perspective than facing right or facing left. Looking up in search of holiness builds strength and dignity as disciples of Deity.  (“Thou Shalt Have No Other Gods”, Ensign, May 1996, p. 14)  This divine entreaty is consistent with the fact that, as begotten children of heavenly parents, we are endowed with the potential to become like them, just as mortal children may become like their mortal parents. (“Perfection Pending,” Ensign, November 1995, p. 86)
Robert D. Hales - The doctrine of the family begins with heavenly parents. Our highest aspiration is to be like them. (“The Eternal Family,” Ensign, Nov. 1996, p. 64)
Dallin H. Oaks - The theology of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints centers on the family.  Our relationship to God and the purpose of earth life are explained in terms of the family. We are the spirit children of heavenly parents.  (“Priesthood Authority in the Family and the Church,” Conference Report, Oct. 2005)
Jeffrey R. Holland - First of all, I want you to be proud you are a woman. I want you to feel the reality of what that means, to know who you truly are.  You are literally a spirit daughter of heavenly parents with a divine nature and an eternal destiny.  (“To Young Women,” Conference Report, Oct. 2005)
Dieter F. Uchtdorf - As spirit sons of heavenly parents, you are free to make the right choices.  This requires hard work, self-discipline, and an optimistic outlook, which will bring joy and freedom into your life now and in the future.  (“See the End from the Beginning,” Conference Report, Apr. 2006)
(Document by Zan and Misty Larsen)
Note: This document is not intended as a lesson handout because the topic is too narrow and obscure, and the material is not solid enough for courses in Institute, Sunday School, etc.
Despite the multiple witnesses from modern apostles, this topic remains one that, quoting again from President Hinckley, “none of us can add to or diminish the glory of her of whom we have no revealed knowledge.”  In other words, we have nothing directly stated in the standard works – and they are the standard by which we measure.

Alma 37:11 - Now these mysteries are not yet fully made known unto me; therefore I shall forbear.


Ashera
Anciently Israel had some belief at some point of a mother in heaven.  Regarding the visit by a Biblical scholar, Margaret Barker, the Neal A. Maxwell Institute reported that “she devoted one morning of the seminar to a discussion of ‘the Lost Lady of Israel,’ Asherah, or Wisdom, who was once thought to be the consort of Elohim and was symbolized by a tree.”  (http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/display-print.php?table=insights&id=353)
LDS scholar Daniel C. Peterson wrote about the role of the concept of Ashera with regards to Nephi’s vision of the Tree of Life.  (http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/display.php?table=jbms&id=223&previous=L3B1YmxpY2F0aW9ucy9ib29rb2Ztb3Jtb252aWV3LnBocA==)  We use his article in our document titled “BoM, Ashera.doc”.



Joseph F. Smith - Had we not known before we came the necessity of our coming, the importance of obtaining tabernacles, the glory to be achieved in posterity, the grand object to be attained by being tried and tested- weighed in the balance, in the exercise of the divine attributes, god-like powers and free agency with which we are endowed; whereby, after descending below all things, Christ-like, we might ascend above all things, and become like our Father, Mother and Elder Brother, Almighty and Eternal!-we never would have come; that is, if we could have stayed away.   (Gospel Doctrine, p. 13)
Joseph F. Smith  - “God revealed that principle that we have a mother as well as a father in heaven to Joseph Smith; Joseph Smith revealed it to Eliza Snow Smith, his wife; and Eliza Snow was inspired, being a poet, to put it into verse.” (“Discourse,” Deseret Evening News, 9 Feb. 1895).
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