Revelation 22:18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
Chronological Order of the Books of the New Testament

	Date
	Book
	Author
	Where Written

	51
	1&2 Thessalonians
	Paul
	Corinth

	54, 57
	1& 2 Corinthians
	Paul
	Ephesus, Macedonia

	57
	Galatians
	Paul
	Macedonia (Philippi?)

	57
	Romans
	Paul
	Corinth

	60
	Hebrews
	Paul
	Caesarea

	61
	Colossians, Ephesians
	Paul
	Rome

	62
	Philippians
	Paul
	Rome

	63, 64
	1&2 Peter
	Peter
	Rome

	Early 60s
	James
	James
	Jerusalem

	60s
	Matthew
	Matthew
	Antioch

	60s
	Mark
	Mark
	Rome

	66–67
	Philemon
	Paul
	Rome

	66–67
	1&2 Timothy, Titus
	Paul
	Rome

	70s
	Luke, Acts
	Luke
	Rome?

	80s
	Jude
	Jude
	?

	80s
	1, 2 & 3 John
	John
	Ephesus

	96–98
	Revelation
	John
	Patmos, Ephesus

	98–110
	John
	John
	Ephesus


(From Charting the New Testament by FARMS, chart #13-2)

The Last Words Written in the New Testament

John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

Revelation 22:18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
Chronological Order of the Books of the New Testament

	Date
	Book
	Author
	Where Written

	51
	1&2 Thessalonians
	Paul
	Corinth

	54, 57
	1& 2 Corinthians
	Paul
	Ephesus, Macedonia

	57
	Galatians
	Paul
	Macedonia (Philippi?)

	57
	Romans
	Paul
	Corinth

	60
	Hebrews
	Paul
	Caesarea

	61
	Colossians, Ephesians
	Paul
	Rome

	62
	Philippians
	Paul
	Rome

	63, 64
	1&2 Peter
	Peter
	Rome

	Early 60s
	James
	James
	Jerusalem

	60s
	Matthew
	Matthew
	Antioch

	60s
	Mark
	Mark
	Rome

	66–67
	Philemon
	Paul
	Rome

	66–67
	1&2 Timothy, Titus
	Paul
	Rome

	70s
	Luke, Acts
	Luke
	Rome?

	80s
	Jude
	Jude
	?

	80s
	1, 2 & 3 John
	John
	Ephesus

	96–98
	Revelation
	John
	Patmos, Ephesus

	98–110
	John
	John
	Ephesus


(From Charting the New Testament by FARMS, chart #13-2)

The Last Words Written in the New Testament

John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.


Revelation 22:18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
Chronological Order of the Books of the New Testament

	Date
	Book
	Author
	Where Written

	51
	1&2 Thessalonians
	Paul
	Corinth

	54, 57
	1& 2 Corinthians
	Paul
	Ephesus, Macedonia

	57
	Galatians
	Paul
	Macedonia (Philippi?)

	57
	Romans
	Paul
	Corinth

	60
	Hebrews
	Paul
	Caesarea

	61
	Colossians, Ephesians
	Paul
	Rome

	62
	Philippians
	Paul
	Rome

	63, 64
	1&2 Peter
	Peter
	Rome

	Early 60s
	James
	James
	Jerusalem

	60s
	Matthew
	Matthew
	Antioch

	60s
	Mark
	Mark
	Rome

	66–67
	Philemon
	Paul
	Rome

	66–67
	1&2 Timothy, Titus
	Paul
	Rome

	70s
	Luke, Acts
	Luke
	Rome?

	80s
	Jude
	Jude
	?

	80s
	1, 2 & 3 John
	John
	Ephesus

	96–98
	Revelation
	John
	Patmos, Ephesus

	98–110
	John
	John
	Ephesus


(From Charting the New Testament by FARMS, chart #13-2)

The Last Words Written in the New Testament

John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

Revelation 22:18-19 - For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
Chronological Order of the Books of the New Testament

	Date
	Book
	Author
	Where Written

	51
	1&2 Thessalonians
	Paul
	Corinth

	54, 57
	1& 2 Corinthians
	Paul
	Ephesus, Macedonia

	57
	Galatians
	Paul
	Macedonia (Philippi?)

	57
	Romans
	Paul
	Corinth

	60
	Hebrews
	Paul
	Caesarea

	61
	Colossians, Ephesians
	Paul
	Rome

	62
	Philippians
	Paul
	Rome

	63, 64
	1&2 Peter
	Peter
	Rome

	Early 60s
	James
	James
	Jerusalem

	60s
	Matthew
	Matthew
	Antioch

	60s
	Mark
	Mark
	Rome

	66–67
	Philemon
	Paul
	Rome

	66–67
	1&2 Timothy, Titus
	Paul
	Rome

	70s
	Luke, Acts
	Luke
	Rome?

	80s
	Jude
	Jude
	?

	80s
	1, 2 & 3 John
	John
	Ephesus

	96–98
	Revelation
	John
	Patmos, Ephesus

	98–110
	John
	John
	Ephesus


(From Charting the New Testament by FARMS, chart #13-2)

The Last Words Written in the New Testament

John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.
Extra Material

The following is from Hard Sayings of the Bible (by Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Peter H. Davis, F. F. Bruce and Manfred T. Brauch, Intervarsity Press, 1996, p. 782-784.  The authors are not Mormon.  Emphasis added.) -

[Revelations] 22:18-19 Protecting the Canon? 

The Canon of Scripture is both an emotional issue and a theological problem. It is a problem because the New Testament never speaks of such a Canon (which is natural because while it was being written it was only in the process of becoming a canon).  It is an emotional issue because, as the only authoritative document of the Christian faith (in Protestant eyes), anything that might add to or detract from Scripture is highly threatening.  This emotion and this theology surrounds the end of Revelation.  These verses come just before the close of the book.  The question that they raise is, To what is John referring?  Is “this book” a reference to the book of Revelation or to the Bible as a whole?  Why did John write these words?  What threat to “this book” would he have perceived?
The New Testament was written in a time before readily accessible libraries communications media and printing presses.  Virtually all of the teaching of that period was done orally, for few could read.  For this reason John pronounces a blessing on “the one [singular] who reads” the book (out loud to the congregation) and “those [plural] who hear it and take to heart what is written in it” (Rev 1:3).  This process of reading such books out loud in a house church (in which the reader might be the only one who could read) would make it very easy to leave out parts of a book being read or to add to it what one wished.  It would be difficult for most church members to discover the differences.  
John was not the only prophet during the New Testament period to he concerned with proper preservation of his message.  Paul was concerned that his message might be falsified by people bringing another gospel (Gal 1:6-9) or a prophecy or a forged letter purporting to he from him (2 Thess 2:2).  There was, then, the possibility that, besides the corruption that could be put into the text in reading it, people could deliberately add their own prophetic vision to the text or edit it according to their own perception of what the author should have said.
This type of problem was not unknown in the Old Testament.  Deuteronomy 4:2 and 12:32 insist that the Law must be preserved without adding to it or subtracting from it.  Later, according to the tradition in the Letter of Aristeas when the Pentateuch was translated into Greek, those receiving the new translation pronounced a curse upon anyone making any alteration to the text.  These verses in Revelation are also a curse, and in placing this curse John is similarly protecting the integrity of his writing and may in fact be thinking of it on a level with Scripture, although a similar curse was also reportedly used by Irenaeus in one of his writings.1
John, then, or perhaps Jesus speaking through John (since it is the revelation of Jesus Christ), places a curse to protect the document from well-intentioned or even sinister tampering.  The curse itself has two parts.  One protects the document from being added to on the threat of the person doing so receiving the plagues written about earlier in the book.  The other protects the document from being subtracted from on the threat of the person losing his or her place in heaven, that is, their losing their place in the tree of life (the source of eternal life) and the holy city, the new Jerusalem.  The curses are somewhat stylized and strong, as was the custom in the language of the day, so it would not be wise to draw theology  from them (for example, as to whether one can or cannot lose one’s place in the holy city).  But the author intended them as real curses.

The question arises, then, as to whether these curses have to do with anything more than this one book.  Do they include the whole New Testament or the whole Bible?  Is this a notice closing the canon?  We must answer these questions in the negative.
First, we are nor certain that Revelation was the last book of the New Testament to be written, Some date Revelation as early as a.d. 68, placing other writings (such as 2 Peter, Jude.  or the Gospel and Epistles of John) much later.  It would be unwise to base an argument on an uncertain dating.

Second, at the time John wrote the Jews might not have been finished discussing their own Canon issues.  During the period between a.d. 70 and 90 some discussions about Canon took place in the rabbinic center in Jamnia.  While there is no evidence that the shape of the canon changed as a result of this discussion, it does show that even the Jews were in something of a state of flux on the matter and could discuss whether certain books (such as Esther) should be included.

Third, John wrote before there was any clear sense of a New Testament Canon.  There is no evidence that John had ever seen a written Gospel or a collection of Paul’s letters.  In fact, it would be at least two more centuries before a fixed selection of works would be considered the Christian Canon.  Some of the works that would be considered seriously and then rejected, such as the Epistle of Barnabas and the Didache, had not yet been written.

Finally, while in most modem versions of Scripture Revelation is the last book (even Luther had last, although he and some of the early English translations put Hebrews, James and the Petrine literature just before it), that was not the case in the earliest period.  There was a good deal of shifting in the first three centuries, some people rejecting Revelation, some putting works such as 1-2 Clement after it, and some putting it earlier in their list of canonical books.  There is no reason to think that this verse would have come almost at the end of the Bible for most Christians until the fourth century.

This does not mean that it is a good thing to add to or subtract from the Scripture.  Certainly, even if the proverbial lost letter of Paul were found, not to mention some work of a more modern time that people thought might be inspired, it would take the universal consensus of the church that it were inspired to add it to the Scripture, a most unlikely event and thus a miracle in itself.2  Nor should tampering, with the present hooks themselves be done lightly.  We do live in an age when some people wish to rewrite the Bible from their own ideological perspective.  The only effect of this process is a distortion of Scripture and the production of a work that no one recognizes as canon.  It would he better to write a separate work or a commentary selectively criticizing the existing Scripture, for either approach would be more honest.  Even the scriptural authors themselves, when they wanted to reinterpret one another (as Daniel, for example, does to Jeremiah’s seventy weeks), did not change the original but wrote their own book.

Therefore John’s curse stands as a warning.  Its true literal sense applies only to his own book, Revelation, but given that similar concerns were shared by Paul and others it is reasonable to argue that none of the writers of Scripture would have agreed to tampering with their works.  Besides, such tampering would defeat the whole purpose of Scripture.  The Scripture stands written as a witness to the revelation received in a given place and time.  It is to be read, accepted (or, for some, rejected) and interpreted.  To rewrite it, however, is to confuse one’s own experience of God (or perhaps experience of something other than God) with that of the scriptural authors.  It is to take the measuring line of Scripture (which is what canon means) and bend it to fit the wall that one is building in the present.  In the end one has neither a measuring line nor a straight wall.  It may not be the curse of John that one receives, but the resulting confusion will be curse enough and may in fact make one miss having a place in the holy city about which John wrote so glowingly.

1. See Eusebius Ecclesiastical History 5.20.2 for a reference to this ending of a lost letter of lrenaeus.

2. Universal consensus means just that.  While we might argue about whether some Christian fringe groups (such as certain Christian groups in Africa or the remnants of ancient heretical groups) should be included in such a consensus, it must at least include the basic Protestant (that is most denominations), Roman Catholic and Orthodox branches.  Who could conceive of these groups agreeing on anything, let alone that a given book was inspired by God?  



John Taylor – [The] argument that ‘God has decreed and declared that nothing shall be either added to … or taken from ’ the Bible] certainly must be a new revelation, for such a decree or declaration is not to be found in the whole of the sacred writings!  It is true, he quotes three passages—one from Deuteronomy (see Deuteronomy 4:2), one from Proverbs (see Proverbs 30:5–6), and another from Revelation (see Revelation 22:18–19); but not one of them contains the decree!  That in Deuteronomy refers exclusively to the Book of the Law.  If they declared the revelation of God to be complete, the other scriptures could never have been written.  That in Proverbs refers to the portion of the sacred writings then in existence.  If it declared the Holy Scriptures were complete, there would not have been afterwards a continued written revelation.  That in the Revelation refers to the Apocalypse alone, it being, when written, a separate book, unconnected with the other books of the New Testament which were not then collected; it could not, therefore, have reference to any other book or books of the Holy Scriptures.  According to his own interpretation of the above scriptures, in quoting from Proverbs, he would reject the New Testament and all the prophets that prophesied after Solomon’s day; and in his quotation from Deuteronomy, he would reject all the Bible but the five books of Moses.  But let Mr. [Heys] take care that he himself is not incurring the curse by altering the meaning of the words of the very books to which the prohibition positively and particularly refers!” (quoted in Roberts, Life of John Taylor, 94–95).
