Parables, an Introduction
Allegory - The representation of abstract ideas or principles - by characters, figures, or events in narrative, dramatic, or pictorial form.  (American Heritage Dictionary, answers.com/topic/allegory)
Parable - A brief tale intended to be understood as an allegory illustrating some lesson or moral.  The forty parables attributed to Jesus of Nazareth in Christian literature have had a lasting influence upon the Western tradition of [morally instructive] allegory.  (Oxford University Press, answers.com/topic/parable)
Bible Dictionary, “Parables” - [The book of] John has no true parables, but presents two allegories: the good shep-herd (10:1-16), and the vine and the branches (15:1-7).  (p. 741)  
How can this be?  (Look up the two references in John and explain why they technically aren’t parables.)

How is a parable different from just an object lesson?

Object Lesson - A lesson taught by using a material object.  (American Heritage Dictionary, answers.com/object+lesson&r=67)
How to Interpret Parables
Bible Dictionary, “Parables” - The only true interpretation is the meaning the parable conveyed, or was meant to convey, when first spoken. The application of a parable may vary in every age and circumstance. (p. 741)
Joseph Smith - I have a key by which I understand the scriptures. I inquire, what was the question which drew out the answer, or caused Jesus to utter the parable? (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 276-277)
Frank F. Judd Jr. - Discovering how to interpret and apply the parables of Jesus is essential to getting the most from them.  To interpret a parable, one must study what it meant to them, there, then.  To apply a parable, one must ponder what it means to me, here, now.  
Jesus primarily employed two types of parables, depending upon His audience.  The first is what we might call “parables of instruction,” which the Savior used to teach His disciples and curious seekers about basic gospel principles.  These parables included such commonplace people and objects as a sower, an empty house, a great supper, a lost coin, a steward, a servant, laborers in a field, sheep and goats, as well as vines and branches.  The principles taught include “faith, repentance, baptism, development of talents, forgiveness, perseverance in doing good, being a profitable steward, charity, mercy, and obedience.”  Other parables might be described as “parables of rebuke” which the Savior directed toward those who had ill will for Him.  The parables of the two sons, the wicked husband-men, and the marriage of the king’s son (see Matt.  21-22), which specifically condemn those who were conspiring against Him, are examples of this type of parable.

The Savior sometimes used a single parable to both instruct and rebuke.  For example, the parable of the lost sheep teaches on one occasion about Heavenly Father’s genuine concern for our welfare (see Matt.  18:12-14), while on another occasion, it delivers a rebuke to a group of Pharisees and scribes for their self-righteousness (see Luke 15:1-7).

One day when a great multitude was gathered to hear His teachings, the Savior taught in parables.  Soon thereafter the disciples asked Him, “Why speakest thou unto them in parables?” He responded, “Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given”  (Matt. 13:10-11).  Alma taught Zeezrom the same principle: “It is given unto many to know the mysteries of God … according to the heed and diligence which they give unto him.  And therefore, he that will harden his heart, the same receiveth the lesser portion of the word; and he that will not harden his heart, to him is given the greater portion of the word, until it is given unto him to know the mysteries of God until he know them in full” (Alma 12:9-10; emphasis added).

Those who heard the Savior’s parables of instruction, therefore, were able to understand those principles they were prepared to receive.  Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles has said, “As the Master Teacher, Christ tailored His tutoring, depending upon the spiritual readiness of His pupils.”  In this way the parables both reveal and conceal at the same time.  The Savior was not so concerned with concealing when He used parables of rebuke.  To His enemies, He said, “Unto you that believe not, I speak in parables; that your unrighteousness may be rewarded unto you” (JST Matt. 21:34).  (“Parables of Jesus: The Priceless Parables,” Ensign, Jan. 2003, p. 56)
The Surprise Factor

Kenneth W. Godfrey - Since the beginning of time people have enjoyed a good story, and Jesus was the master storyteller. His stories, often told as parables, differed markedly from the… stories of the rabbis of his day, even "as the fresh air of the fields differs from the dust of the study." The majority of [Rabbis’] parables reinforced traditional Jewish values. Jesus, however, often subverted meaningless or harmful traditions while teaching the higher law of his gospel at the same time. Indeed, many of his parables challenge the social norms even of our day. Bad servants are rewarded, and good servants seem to be punished. His heroes are sometimes unsavory characters—an unjust judge, neighbors who do not want to be neighborly, a man who pockets someone else's treasure by purchasing his fields, a steward who cheats his master, a sinful woman, and other socially unacceptable characters.  (From his chapter titled “The Surprise Factors in the Teachings of Jesus” in The Lord of the Gospels: The 1990 Sperry Symposium on the New Testament, p. 56-60.)
Roger R. Keller – … Women were essentially to be invisible in public (Mishna Ab. i.5) and exempt from study of the Torah.  According to R[abbi] Eliezer (c. 90 a.d.) women were not to be given a knowledge of the Torah, stating "If any man gives his daughter a knowledge of the Law it is as though he taught her lechery" (Mishna Sot. iii.4).  [Scholar Joachim] Jeremias makes the summary statement, "We have therefore the impression that Judaism in Jesus' time also had a very low opinion of women, which is usual in the Orient where she is chiefly valued for her fecundity, kept as far as possible shut away from the outer world, submissive to the power of her father or her husband, and where she is inferior to men from a religious point of view" (p. 375).  (From footnote #2 of his chapter in The Lord of the Gospels: The 1990 Sperry Symposium on the New Testament, p. 96)

[Interestingly Jesus makes a woman the hero in two of his parables, The Lost Coin and the Unjust Judge.]
Contributions of Joseph Smith

Susan Howe - Parables are seen to have several layers of meaning and may be understood differently, depending on the sensitivity and spiritual preparation of the hearer.  For Latter-day Saints, it is significant that through the Prophet Joseph Smith the Lord offered some additional parables and used those given during Jesus' ministry to enrich that part of the message of the restoration of the gospel that points to events of the latter days.  
· In the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible (JST), Joseph Smith reworked some of the parables of Christ recorded in the synoptic gospels.  
· In addition, he often referred to Christ's parables in discourses and articles.  
· In revelations from the Lord, he received at least three original parables not in the New Testament (D&C 38:26-27; 88:51-61; 101:43-62).  
For those in the New Testament that he reworked, because he recognized that the meaning of a parable is in its relevance to the original audience, he used as a key for interpretation the situation that drew the parable from Christ (TPJS, p. 276-77).  Then under inspiration he interpreted virtually all the parables of Matthew 13 to apply to the latter days or to the mission of the restored Church of helping to prepare people for the second coming of Christ (cf. D&C 45:56; 63:53-54; TPJS, p. 94-99).
Joseph Smith showed many of Christ's parables to be relevant to the mission of the latter-day Church.  For example, Doctrine and Covenants section 86 interprets the parable of the wheat and the tares (cf. Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43) as portraying the apostasy and the restoration of Christ's true gospel: "The apostles were the sowers of the seed," but "after they have fallen asleep…the tares choke the wheat and drive the church into the wilderness" (D&C 86:2-3).  However, the wheat, or Christ's true church, resprouts: "In the last days … the Lord is beginning to bring forth the word, and the blade is springing up and is yet tender" (D&C 86:4).  The JST applies this parable to the latter days: "In that day, before the Son of Man shall come, he shall send forth his angels and messengers of heaven" (JST, Matt. 13:42).  These angels and messengers are called to strengthen the wheat in the last days before the wicked will be destroyed.  The focus of this parable thus becomes the time just before the end of the world (cf. D&C 101:65-66).  
… He also saw a comparison with the Book of Mormon:

Let us take the Book of Mormon, which a man took and hid in his field … to spring up in the last days, or in due time; let us behold it coming forth out of the ground,…even towering, with lofty branches, and God-like majesty, until it, like the mustard seed, becomes the greatest of all herbs.  And it is truth, and it has sprouted and come forth out of the earth, and righteousness begins to look down from heaven, and God is sending down His powers, gifts and angels, to lodge in the branches thereof [TPJS, p. 98].  
… Other parables were used in the Doctrine and Covenants to offer counsel for particular incidents … These parables, as well as others he employed (cf. D&C 35:16; 38:24-27; 45:36-38; 88:51-61), add a richness to Joseph Smith's teachings.  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1061)
D&C 38:26-27 - For what man among you having twelve sons, and is no respecter of them, and they serve him obediently, and he saith unto the one: Be thou clothed in robes and sit thou here; and to the other: Be thou clothed in rags and sit thou there—and looketh upon his sons and saith I am just? Behold, this I have given unto you as a parable, and it is even as I am. I say unto you, be one; and if ye are not one ye are not mine.

D&C 88:51, 61 - Behold, I will liken these kingdoms unto a man having a field, and he sent forth his servants into the field to dig in the field … Therefore, unto this parable I will liken all these kingdoms, and the inhabitants thereof—every kingdom in its hour, and in its time, and in its season, even according to the decree which God hath made.

D&C 101:43-44 - And now, I will show unto you a parable, that you may know my will concerning the redemption of Zion.  A certain nobleman had a spot of land, very choice; and he said unto his servants: Go ye unto my vineyard, even upon this very choice piece of land, and plant twelve olive-trees.

Examples of Modern Parables
Bruce R. McConkie - Hear now the parable of the unwise builder:  A certain man inherited a choice piece of ground whereon to build a house to shelter his loved ones from the storms of the day and the cold of the night.  He began his work with zeal and skill, using good materials, for the need was urgent.  But in his haste, and because he gave no heed to the principles of proper construction, he laid no foundation, but commencing immediately, he built the floor, and raised the walls, and began to cover them with a roof.  Then, to his sorrow, because his house had no foundation, it fell and became a heap of rubble, and those whom he loved had no shelter.  Verily, verily, I say unto you: A wise builder, when he buildeth a house, first layeth the foundation and then buildeth thereon.   (Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie , p. 226) 

David B. Haight - … A modern-day parable which I refer to as the parable of the bushy-tailed squirrel, the tree, and the dog. … The squirrel paid little attention as the dog crept closer … until in a flash, the dog—catching the squirrel unaware—had it in the grip of his sharp teeth. (Ensign, Nov 1992, p. 74)
Boyd K. Packer - Do you think it possible for those of us who are called upon to speak to draw attention away from this wonderful building [the Conference Center] long enough to focus on the purpose for which it was built?  Perhaps it can be done with a parable and a poem.  The parable: A merchant man seeking precious jewels found at last the perfect pearl.  He had the finest craftsman carve a superb jewel box and line it with blue velvet.  He put his pearl of great price on display so others could share his treasure.  He watched as people came to see it.  Soon he turned away in sorrow.  It was the box they admired, not the pearl.  (Ensign, May 2000, p. 7)
Dallin H. Oaks - A parable illustrates this understanding.  A wealthy father knew that if he were to bestow his wealth upon a child who had not yet developed the needed wisdom and stature, the inheritance would probably be wasted ... (Ensign, Nov. 2000, p. 32–34.  Technically this might not be a true parable.)
James E. Faust - Some years ago, President Gordon B. Hinckley told “something of a parable” about “a one room school house in the mountains of Virginia where the boys were so rough no teacher had been able to handle them.  “Then one day an inexperienced young teacher applied.  He was told that every teacher had received an awful beating … ‘Tom, I will love you till I die for taking my licking for me!’”  (Ensign, Nov 2001, p. 18)
 (Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Extra Material

C. S. Lewis - A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said … would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic-on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg-or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice … You can shut him up for a fool, … you can spit at him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.  (Jesus the Man Who Lives by Malcolm Muggeridge, as quoted in Joseph Fielding McConkie’s chapter in Watch and Be Ready: Preparing for the Second Coming of the Lord, p. 59 – 60, among others.)

Joseph B. Wirthlin - There was once a man named John who, although still relatively young, had experienced much suffering and sorrow. Homeless and addicted to alcohol and other drugs, John was terribly sick and weary of life ... The bishop smiled and told him, “The first thing you should understand is that you can’t go back and begin where you once were. But all is not lost. You can begin where you are. Choose to begin your repentance now.” (Ensign, Nov. 2003, p. 78.  Another one by him is reproduced from a speech from someone else, but it’s very sad.  It’s about a father obsessed with riches and the death of his little son.  Ensign, Jan 1983, 16.  Oy vey.)
James E. Talmage – [Three of his parables were reprinted recently in the Ensign’s Gospel Classics Series: The Unwise Bee, the Owl Express, and Two Lamps.] (Ensign, Feb 2003, p. 8)
The Word “Parable” in the D&C

(Besides the ones in 38:26-27, 88:51-61 and 101:43-62.)

· D&C 35:16 - And they shall learn the parable of the fig-tree, for even now already summer is nigh.

· D&C 45:36-37 - And when the alight shall begin to break forth, it shall be with them like unto a parable which I will show you — Ye look and behold the fig-trees …

· D&C 45: 56 - And at that day, when I shall come in my glory, shall the parable be fulfilled which I spake concerning the ten virgins.

· D&C 86:1 - Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you my servants, concerning the parable of the wheat and of the tares:

· D&C 101:65 - Therefore, I must gather together my people, according to the parable of the wheat and the tares, that the wheat may be secured in the garners to possess eternal life, and be crowned with celestial glory, when I shall come in the kingdom of my Father to reward every man according as his work shall be; 

· D&C 101:81 - Now, unto what shall I liken the children of Zion? I will liken them unto the parable of the woman and the unjust judge, for men ought always to pray and not to faint, which saith—

· D&C 103:21 - Verily, verily I say unto you, that my servant Joseph Smith, Jun., is the man to whom I likened the servant to whom the Lord of the vineyard spake in the parable which I have given unto you.



Modern Pharisees

Harold B. Lee - The work of these first missionaries [in Great Britain] was not without opposition, and later in an article in the Times and Seasons they related the following about the work around Liverpool: "They [the ministers] were so good in general and so pure that they had no room for the gospel. They were too holy to be righteous, too good to be pure, and had too much religion to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." And then they added, "It seemed that it almost required a horn to be blown from the highest heavens, in order to awaken the attention of the people." (Times and Seasons, v. 2, p. 404)  (Ye Are the Light of the World: Selected Sermons and Writings of Harold B. Lee, no page no. available) 


[The following is from http://cnview.com/news_service/cnv_nov_1997.htm, as of 27 Jan.  2008]

Former President Jimmy Carter 
says Mormons are Christians.

Former President Jimmy Carter, a "Sunday school teacher" on a regular basis at Maranatha Church in Plains, Ga., said Southern Baptists are off the mark in their belief that Mormon doctrine is essentially non-Christian and Mormons are therefore in need of evangelization.

According to the article, Carter said, "I think the worst thing that we can do, among the worst things we can do, as believers in Christ, is to spend our time condemning others, who profess faith in Christ and try to have a very narrow definition of who is and who is not an acceptable believer and a child of God."

…  Carter's statements came in a copyrighted article that appeared Nov. 15 in the Deseret News, a newspaper in Salt Lake City owned by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  The statements reportedly were made during a national teleconference with religion writers.

In the Deseret News article, religion editor Carrie A. Moore quoted Carter as saying SBC leaders were wrong in characterizing Mormons as non-Christians.

"Too many leaders now, I think, in the Southern Baptist Convention and in other conventions, are trying to act as the Pharisees did who were condemned by Christ, in trying to define who can and who cannot be considered an acceptable person in the eyes of God," he said.  "In other words, they're making judgments on behalf of God.  I think that's wrong.”  (excerpted from the Baptist Press 11/17/97)



Personal examples –

· Church College of Western Samoa in the early 1960s.  The principle set a rule that if three or more teachers came together in a room they were to say a prayer.

· The teachers’ village had extreme rules on personal travel outside of the village – not allowed into Apia on Sunday, had to offer rides to everyone else in the village. 



For All People

Roger R. Keller - Luke was a Gentile.  Thus, the question of whether the gospel was limited to Israel or was for all people was important to him personally.  The gospel was for everyone—rich and poor, men and women, Jew and gentile—although some persons might have more trouble hearing and responding to it than others.

From the very beginning of the Gospel of Luke, the reader is made aware of the Lord's concern for women.  In the birth narratives, women are clearly the dominant figures.  Elisabeth (Luke 1:24), Mary (Luke 1:26-56), and Anna (Luke 2:36-38) play prominent roles.  Zacharias and Joseph are essentially silent; Simeon is the only male, apart from Jesus himself, who plays any active role—that being to affirm Jesus' identity and mission.  It is Mary, not Joseph, who receives Simeon's witness (Luke 2:34).  Luke alone among the synoptic writers included the account of – 

· The raising to life of the son of the widow of Nain (Luke 7:12-13)

· The sinful woman's anointing of Jesus (7:37-50)

· The identification of some of the women who followed Jesus (Luke 8:1-3)

· The account of Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42), 

· The woman with a spirit of infirmity (Luke 13:11-17)

· The woman searching for the lost coin (Luke 15:8)

· The woman and the unjust judge (Luke 18:2-8), 

· Jesus' words to the women on the way to his crucifixion (Luke 23:27-28), 

· And the account of the disciples that the women amazed them with their story of being unable to find Jesus' body (Luke 24:44). 

Clearly, Jesus violated so many Jewish sanctions against association with women that other writers, like Mark and Matthew, may have been hesitant to include all such accounts.  But Luke understood that Jesus had opened the heavens to all persons, regardless of sex, and thus he included Jesus' association with persons who were considered inferior to devout Jewish males.  (From his chapter in The Lord of the Gospels: The 1990 Sperry Symposium on the New Testament, p. 90-91)
Usage: Allegory, Parable. ``An allegory differs both from fable and parable, in that the properties of persons are fictitiously represented as attached to things, to which they are as it were transferred. . . . A figure of Peace and Victory crowning some historical personage is an allegory. ``I am the Vine, ye are the branches'' [--John xv. 1-6] is a spoken allegory.  In the parable there is no transference of properties.   The parable of the sower [--Matt. xiii. 3-23] represents all things as according to their proper nature. In the allegory quoted above the properties of the vine and the relation of the branches are       transferred to the person of Christ and His apostles           and disciples.'' --C. J. Smith.  (Webster's Revised Unabridged Dictionary 1913)

Definitions:

Allegory
     n 1: a short moral story (often with animal characters) [syn: fable, parable, apologue]

     2: a visible symbol representing an abstract idea [syn: emblem – as an eagle represents the USA, or flags represent different countries.]

     3: an expressive style that uses fictional characters, objects and events to describe some subject by suggestive         resemblances; an extended metaphor

Frank F. Judd, Jr. - Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles has said, “As the Master Teacher, Christ tailored His tutoring, depending upon the spiritual readiness of His pupils.” (Ensign, May 1989, 63) In this way the parables both reveal and conceal at the same time. The Savior was not so concerned with concealing when He used parables of rebuke. To His enemies, He said, “Unto you that believe not, I speak in parables; that your unrighteousness may be rewarded unto you” (Joseph Smith Translation, Matt. 21:34; emphasis added).

The Master Teacher’s parables show both the justice and mercy of God at work among those who hear them. “Two men may hear the same words,” wrote Elder James E. Talmage (1862–1933). “One of them listens in indolence and indifference, the other with active mind intent on learning all that the words can possibly convey; and, having heard, the diligent man goes straightway to do the things commended to him, while the careless one neglects and forgets. The one is wise, the other foolish; the one has heard to his eternal profit, the other to his everlasting condemnation.” (Jesus the Christ (1982), 276–77) (“Parables of Jesus: The Priceless Parables,” Ensign, Jan 2003, 56)
Wonderful article:  Richard Lloyd Anderson, “How to Read a Parable,” Ensign, Sep 1974, 58
Richard Lloyd Anderson - Christ’s simpler stories require no handbook of instructions, but there are many pitfalls in understanding parables.

Understanding the parables of Jesus helps in understanding the gospel, but it also involves understanding him, his times, and his people. We must often work at interpreting Jesus’ parables now, because the world of parables has largely passed away. Its herds were mainly those of sheep and goats, small enough to get personal attention; beef was a luxury even for a rich man. Its farms were small, often rocky, and towers were built for visibility in guarding the harvest. That world sharply divided rich and poor, and the economics of both are revealed in strange coins. Custom was strong, for even the poor fed a guest liberally. Their simple homes had one room; wealthy homes were filled with servants. Jesus used all of these as symbols for his messages, and understanding these symbols holds high priority for us, since the Savior warned: “Take heed therefore how ye hear. …” (Luke 8:18.) And understanding the parables is vital, for he illustrated with parable doctrines that he obviously cared about teaching. (“How to Read a Parable,” Ensign, Sep 1974, 58)
