Be Ye Therefore Perfect 

“Nobody's Perfect”

Genesis 6:9 - These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.  

1 Kings 15:14 - But the high places were not removed: nevertheless Asa's heart was perfect with the Lord all his days. (Also in 2 Chronicles 15:17)  

Job 1:1 - There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 

Moses 8:27 - And thus Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord; for Noah was a just man, and perfect in his generation; and he walked with God, as did also his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

D&C 107:43 - Because he (Seth) was a perfect man ...  

Becoming Perfect

Matthew 5:48 - Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. [Footnote #b: “GR complete, finished, fully developed.”]

3 Nephi 12:48 - Therefore I would that ye should be perfect even as I, or your Father who is in heaven is perfect.

Russell M. Nelson - …Let us consider another highly significant statement made by the Lord. Just prior to his crucifixion, he said that on “the third day I shall be perfected.”  Think of that! The sinless, errorless Lord—already perfect by our mortal standards—proclaimed his own state of perfection yet to be in the future.  His eternal perfection would follow his resurrection and receipt of “all power … in heaven and in earth.” (“Perfection Pending”, Ensign, November 1995, p. 86)
Ephesians 4:13 - Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.  

Philippians 3:15 - Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.  

Colossians 1:28 - Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

John 17:23 - I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.  

Hebrews 12:23 - To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect.  

D&C: 128:15 - ...As Paul says concerning the fathers--that they without us cannot be made perfect--neither can we without our dead be made perfect.  

Alma 13: 12 - Now they, after being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, having their garments made white, being pure and spotless before God, could not look upon sin save it were with abhorrence; and there were many, exceedingly great many, who were made pure and entered into the rest of the Lord their God.

Types of Perfection

Russell M. Nelson – Scriptures have described Noah, Seth, and Job as perfect men.  No doubt the same term might apply to a large number of faithful disciples in various dispensations. Alma said that “there were many, exceedingly great many,” who were pure before the Lord.

This does not mean that these people made no mistakes or never had need of correction.  The process of perfection includes challenges to overcome and steps to repentance that may be very painful.  There is a proper place for chastisement in the molding of character, for we know that “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.” 

Our understanding of perfection might be aided if we classify it into two categories. The first could pertain uniquely to this life—mortal perfection. The second category could pertain uniquely to the next life—immortal or eternal perfection.

In this life, certain actions can be perfected. A baseball pitcher can throw a no-hit, no-run ball game. A surgeon can perform an operation without an error. A musician can render a selection without a mistake. One can likewise achieve perfection in being punctual, paying tithing, keeping the Word of Wisdom, and so on. The enormous effort required to attain such self-mastery is rewarded with a deep sense of satisfaction. More importantly, spiritual attainments in mortality accompany us into eternity.
Mortal perfection can be achieved as we try to perform every duty, keep every law, and strive to be as perfect in our sphere as our Heavenly Father is in His.  If we do the best we can, the Lord will bless us according to our deeds and the desires of our hearts.

In Matthew 5:48, the term perfect was translated from the Greek teleios, which means “complete.” Teleios is an adjective derived from the noun telos, which means “end.”  The infinitive form of the verb is teleiono, which means “to reach a distant end, to be fully developed, to consummate, or to finish.”  Please note that the word does not imply “freedom from error”; it implies “achieving a distant objective.” (Ensign, November 1995)
D&C 67:13 - Ye are not able to abide the presence of God now, neither the ministering of angels; wherefore, continue in patience until ye are perfected.
Not More Than We Have Strength

D&C 10:4 - Do not run faster or labor more than you have strength and means provided to enable you to translate; but be diligent unto the end.

[Why would the Lord warn Joseph not to run faster than he was able at this point? According to the chapter’s preface, what had just happened that could cause Joseph to want to make up for lost time?]

Neal A. Maxwell - The Savior, no stranger to pressure and to weariness, has ever been mindful of His flock. Happily, we have had preserved for us, through the writings of Mark, an episode in which the press of the crowd was so great on the Savior and His disciples that there was "no leisure so much as to eat." (Mark 6:30-32.) It was, therefore, the Savior's desire to take His disciples privately by ship to a desert place, so that they could obtain much-needed respite, illustrating that where the pace is brisk and people are giving much and constantly, a time of refreshing and renewal is needed.

Much is left to us, however, as to the development of wisdom concerning our labors—even the labors we perform in behalf of the Lord. The counsel the Lord gave the Prophet Joseph Smith in the midst of his urgent and high-priority task of the translation of the Book of Mormon is worthy of our contemplation: "Do not run faster or labor more than ye have strength and means... but be diligent unto the end." (D&C 10:4.) 
If such counsel was appropriate for the Lord to give to a conscientious young prophet with regard to the translation of the vital Book of Mormon (which of necessity had to precede so many subsequent and great events such as the long-awaited restoration of the Church, the priesthood, and various keys), then surely that same counsel can be appropriately applied to some of the lesser tasks you and I undertake in the Church. The Lord wants us to be diligent but prudent. We are not to give our cross a hurried heft merely to see if we can lift it and then put it down—we are to carry it for the balance of our lives. And pace matters very much. The pioneers crossed the plains in a paced way, arriving weary but intact—a lesson for us all!

Striking the proper balance is one of the keenest tests of our agency. Therefore, we need to ask regularly for inspiration in the use of our time and in the making of our daily decisions. So often our hardest choices are between competing and desirable alternatives (each with righteous consequences), when there is not time to do both at once. Indeed, it is at the mortal intersections—where time and talent and opportunities meet—that priorities, like traffic lights, are sorely needed. Quiet, sustained goodness is the order of heaven, not conspicuous but episodic busyness.

Thus the counsel the Lord gave the Prophet Joseph Smith is clearly worthy of our contemplation. In the decade of preparation (the 1820s), the Lord did not have the Prophet engaged in thirty-six other projects. He focused the Prophet's energies and strength on that very basic and fundamental task, the translation of the Book of Mormon, and, even so, counseled prudent diligence.

There were other very urgent tasks that the Lord needed the Prophet Joseph Smith to do later. Yes, the Prophet finally gave all that he had, but his contribution to the work of the Lord was not in a single project; it was spread over many high priority projects and also over a period of time. The paced performance of Joseph Smith brought results that were to touch millions! We, too, may be ready to give our all, but it is usually not required in one lump sum. (Notwithstanding My Weakness, p. 5)
In Wisdom and in Order

Mosiah 4:27 - And see that all these things are done in wisdom and order, for it is not requisite that a man should run faster than he has strength. And again, it is expedient that he should be diligent, that thereby he might win the prize; therefore, all things must be done in order.
Neal A. Maxwell - Aren't the requirements for activity in the Church simply too rigorous and too demanding? Not really, but gospel living is not "softball," it is "hard ball."  If we are not prudent and not wise, we can, on our own, overload the circuit…

On one occasion, after hearing him preach some hard saying, the disciples of Jesus Christ said to him, "Who then can be saved?" Jesus replied to them in a way that didn't minimize the difficulties or the requirements of discipleship. He said, "With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible."  At the same time he reassured his disciples with one of the most stunningly specific promises in all of scripture. (See Matthew 19:16-30.)
If you had asked me, "Can a person accept too many callings in a branch or a ward and get too overloaded in terms of the time left for family, work, community, and so forth," the answer would be yes, in the sense that you ask.  But if we ask ourselves, "Am I doing quite enough to help further the Lord's work," then our answer must be no.  Most of us can do a better job of managing our time and our talents than we do, but it is important to do as the Lord suggested — to run no faster than we are able. When we run faster than we are able, we get both inefficient and tired.

I am personally persuaded, however, that there are no idle moments, only idle people.  I have yet to meet the perfect manager of time. I am not talking about the mere ritual of doing things, but of our using our free agency in such a way that we do the things that matter most, so that these things are not at the mercy of the things that matter least.  The Lord will help us before we have reached such limits as we may have.

I have on my office wall a wise and useful reminder by Anne Morrow Lindbergh concerning one of the realities of life. She wrote, "My life cannot implement in action the demands of all the people to whom my heart responds." That's good counsel for us all, not as an excuse to forgo duty, but as a sage point about pace and the need for quality in relationships.  (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 58)
Gordon B. Hinckley – [During a question and answer session before America’s National Press Club, he was asked, “How does one keep family ties strong when church obligations keep one so busy?”] 

We must have a member of the church here. That could only come out of a member of the church.  [Laughter from the audience.]  I'm glad you're working hard, keep it up, but do not neglect your families. That is No. 1. You're responsible for your own household. Those children are God's children for whom you have a very serious and sacred responsibility. Do not neglect them. If you are too busy in your church activities to take care of your family, then perhaps we had better find something else for you to do. (National Press Club Newsmakers Luncheon, 8 March 2000, www.NPR.org)
Russel M. Nelson - Keeping this commandment [be ye therefore perfect] can be a concern because each of us is far from perfect, both spiritually and temporally. Reminders come repeatedly. We may lock keys inside the car, or even forget where the car is parked. And not infrequently we walk intently from one part of the house to another, only to forget the reason for the errand.

When comparing one’s personal performance with the supreme standard of the Lord’s expectation, the reality of imperfection can at times be depressing. My heart goes out to conscientious Saints who, because of their shortcomings, allow feelings of depression to rob them of happiness in life.

We all need to remember: men are that they might have joy—not guilt trips!  We also need to remember that the Lord gives no commandments that are impossible to obey. But sometimes we fail to comprehend them fully.

We need not be dismayed if our earnest efforts toward perfection now seem so arduous and endless. Perfection is pending. It can come in full only after the Resurrection and only through the Lord. (Ensign, November 1995)
(By Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

More from Elder Nelson’s talk - 

The perfection that the Savior envisions for us is much more than errorless performance. It is the eternal expectation as expressed by the Lord in his great intercessory prayer to his Father—that we might be made perfect and be able to dwell with them in the eternities ahead…

That Jesus attained eternal perfection following his resurrection is confirmed in the Book of Mormon. It records the visit of the resurrected Lord to the people of ancient America. There he repeated the important injunction previously cited but with one very significant addition. He said, “I would that ye should be perfect even as I, or your Father who is in heaven is perfect.”  This time he listed himself along with his Father as a perfected personage. Previously he had not…

Additional Material

Alma 8:1 - And now it came to pass that Alma returned from the land of Gideon, after having taught the people of Gideon many things which cannot be written, having established the order of the church, according as he had before done in the land of Zarahemla, yea, he returned to his own house at Zarahemla to rest himself from the labors which he had performed.
Topical Guide, “Rest”, p. 424, unfortunately contains few clear references to physical, mental or emotional rest.  The possible exceptions are 

· Genesis 2:2 - He rested on the seventh day.

· Isaiah 28:12 – Wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest.

The Topical Guide entry on “Leisure” says simply “See Good Works; Idleness; Laziness; Rest; Work, Value of.”

Neal A. Maxwell - We forget to pace ourselves at times. Rest and renewal permit us to go farther faster in this mortal marathon. (We Will Prove Them Herewith, p. 109)
Victor L. Brown - We are sufficiently concerned, that Elder Gordon B. Hinckley addressed this subject last evening in a special joint meeting with Regional Representatives and stake presidents. May I quote just a sentence or two from his remarks: “I should like to say that sacrifice, where needed, is an important aspect of the gospel. It is of the very essence of true worship. But unnecessary sacrifice, that requested because of extravagance or poor management, is evil.” (“Fast Offerings: Fulfilling Our Responsibility to Others,” Ensign, May 1981, p. 37)
John W. Welch - … The Greek word translated into English as "perfect" in Matthew 5:48 is teleios. This important word is used in Greek religious literature to describe the person who has become fully initiated in the rituals of the religion.  Teleios is "a technical term of the mystery religions, which refers to one initiated into the mystic rites, the initiate."  The word is used in Hebrews 5:14-6:1 to distinguish between the initial teachings and the full instruction; and in Hebrews 9:1 1 it refers to the heavenly temple.  Generally in the Epistle to the Hebrews, its usage follows a "special use" from Hellenistic Judaism, where the word teleioo means "to put someone in the position in which he can come, or stand, before God."  Thus, in its ritual connotations, this word refers to preparing a person to be presented to come before God "in priestly action" …  Early Christians continued to use this word in this way in connection with their sacraments and ordinances.  (The Sermon at the Temple and the Sermon on the Mount: A Latter-day Saint Approach, p. 58.  Great material on this subject continues into page 61.)
Joseph Smith – I never told you I was perfect—but there is no error in the revelations which I have taught.  (The Words of Joseph Smith, p. 369.  He spoke this in a sermon preached a little over a month before he was martyred.)
Joseph Smith - I showed them that it was generally in consequence of the brethren disregarding or disobeying counsel that they became dissatisfied and murmured; and many when they arrived here, were dissatisfied with the conduct of some of the Saints, because everything was not done perfectly right, and they get angry, and thus the devil gets advantage over them to destroy them.  I told them I was but a man, and they must not expect me to be perfect; if they expected perfection from me, I should expect it from them; but if they would bear with my infirmities and the infirmities of the brethren, I would likewise bear with their infirmities.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 181)
