Why the Pioneers Went to Utah

Learning From Them, Building Upon Their Foundation



The Saints Are Promised a Land of Inheritance

D&C 38:18-20 - I hold forth and deign to give unto you greater riches, even a land of promise [Missouri], a land flowing with milk and honey, upon which there shall be no curse when the Lord cometh; And I will give it unto you for the land of your inheritance, if you seek it with all your hearts.  And this shall be my covenant with you, ye shall have it for the land of your inheritance, and for the inheritance of your children forever, while the earth shall stand, and ye shall possess it again in eternity, no more to pass away. (1831 at Fayette, NY)
The Lord Promises to Fight the Battles

D&C 105:12,14 - For behold, I have prepared a great endowment and blessing to be poured out upon them, inasmuch as they are faithful and con​tinue in humility before me.  For behold, I do not re​quire at their hands to fight the battles of Zion; for, as I said in a former commandment, even so will I fulfill - I will fight your battles.  (1834 at Fishing River, Missouri)
The Condition of the Saints

D&C 6:7 - Seek not for riches but for wisdom. (1829 at Harmony, PA. This was the first commandment given to the restored Church, even before the formal incorporation of the church.)
Joseph Smith - God had often sealed up the heavens because of covetousness in the Church. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith [TPJS], p. 9, 1831)  

D&C 68:31 -  …they also seek not earnestly the riches of eternity, but their eyes are full of greediness. (1831, at Hyrum, Ohio)
D&C 97:24-26 - For the indignation of the Lord is kindled against their abominations and all their wicked works.  Nevertheless, Zion shall escape if she ob​serve to do all things whatsoever I have commanded her.  But if she observe not to do whatsoever I have commanded her, I will visit her according to all her works, with sore affliction, with pestilence, with plague, with sword, with vengeance, with devouring fire. (1833, at Kirtland, Ohio) 
The Saints Lose Kirtland, Ohio

Heber C. Kimball – During this time I had many days of sorrow and mourning, for my heart sickened to see the awful extent that things were getting to. …For those who apostatized sought every means and opportunity to draw others after them. They also entered into combinations to obtain wealth by fraud and every means that was evil.  (Life of Heber C. Kimball [LHCK], p. 101)  

The Saints Lose Missouri

D&C Student Manual - At the time [D&C 101] was given, the Saints in Missouri had been driven from Jackson County to Clay County.  Their homes de​stroyed and their property taken from them by the mobs in Jackson County.  The Saints were suffering greatly. (p. 238)
D&C 104:52 - The covenants being broken through transgression, by covetousness and feigned words. (1834)  

D&C 105:2-6, 17 - Behold, I say unto you, were it not for the transgressions of my people, speaking concerning the church and not individuals, they might have been redeemed even now.  But behold, they have not learned to be obedient to the things which I required at their hands, but are full of all manner of evil, and do not impart of their substance, as becometh saints, to the poor and afflicted among them; And are not united according to the union required by the law of the celestial kingdom; And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.  And my people must needs be chas​tened until they learn obedience, if it must needs be, by the things which they suffer.  …But the strength of mine house have not hearkened unto my words. (1834, Fishing River, Missouri)  

Wilford Woodruff - Many of the leading brethren had given their time and talent to speculation and were ab​sorbed in schemes detrimental to their religious standing, and quite contrary to the counsel of the Prophet.  Speculations brought on jealousies and hatreds, and those evil attributes manifested them​selves toward Joseph who sought so diligently to suppress them... (The Life of Wil​ford Woodruff [LWW], p. 67)
Joseph Smith – [Regarding Far West, MO] Brethren, we are gathering to this beautiful land, to build up 'Zion'. But since I have been here I perceive the spirit of selfishness [and] covetousness exists in the hearts of the Saints...  Here are those who begin to spread out, buying up all the land they are able to do, to the exclusion of the poorer ones who are not so much blessed with this world's goods, thinking to lay foundation for themselves only, looking to their own individual families, and those who are to follow them... Now, I want to tell you that Zion cannot be built up in any such way... I see signs put out, beer signs; speculative schemes are being introduced. This is the way of the world - Babylon in​deed.  And I tell you in the name of the God of Israel if there is not repentance, and a turning from such ungodliness, covetousness, and self will, you will be broken up and scattered from this choice land to the four winds of heaven."  (The Life and History of Elder Edward Stevenson, p. 40-41)
The Saints Lose Nauvoo

Joseph Smith - If there are any among you who aspire after their own aggrandizement, and seek their own opu​lence, while their brethren are groaning in pov​erty ...they cannot be benefited by the intercession of the Holy Spirit. (TPJS, p. 141, Nauvoo)
Wil​ford Woodruff – [Regarding certain brethren in Nauvoo] Thus we find that there have been frauds and secret abominations and evil works of darkness going on, leading the minds of the weak and unwary into con​fusion and distraction, and all the time palming it off upon the Presidency.  (LWW, p. 160)
Brigham Young – [On the eve of the expulsion from Nauvoo] The Saints were becom​ing slothful and covetous, and would spend their means upon fine houses for themselves before they would put it into a House of the Lord. (LWW, p. 320)  

Through the selfish​ness of some, which is idolatry, through their covet​ousness, which is the same, and the lustful desire of their minds, they were cast out and driven from their homes. (Journal of Discourses [JD], 13:1)
The Saints Go to Utah

Wilford Woodruff - The design of President Young was that no speculation in lands by the brethren should be al​lowed whereby the first comers should enrich them​selves at the expense of their brethren who should follow...This arrangement prevented any one man from holding a large tract near the city, and by so doing prevented speculation by the individual to the detriment of the whole community.  (LWW, p. 317)
Brigham Young - The brethren and sisters came across the plains because they could not stay; that is the secret of the movement. (JD, 4:111)  

Do you think we came here of our own choice?  No; we would have stayed in those rich valleys and prairies back yonder. (JD, 12:61)
James E. Talmage - The saints were not permitted to enter into immediate possession of the land which was promised them as an everlasting inheritance... so in these latter days the divine purpose is held in abey​ance, while the people are being sanctified for the great gift and for the responsibilities associated with it....But Zion shall yet be established on the chosen site; she “shall not be moved out of her place,” and the pure in heart shall return “with songs of everlast​ing joy, to build up the waste places of Zion." (Articles of Faith, p. 353)
Lorenzo Snow - The Saints in Jackson County and other localities, refused to comply with the order of conse​cration, consequently they were allowed to be driven from their inheritances; and should not return until they were better prepared to keep the law of God, by being more perfectly taught in reference to their du​ties, and learn through experience the necessity of obedience. (JD, 16:276)
I think we are not justified in anticipating the privilege of returning to build up the center stake of Zion, until we shall have shown obedience to the law of consecration.  One thing, however, is certain, we shall not be permitted to enter the land from whence we were expelled, till our hearts are prepared to honor this law, and we become sanctified through the practice of the truth. (JD, 16:276)
Brigham Young – I was sick at the sight of so many of the Saints running to California chiefly after the God of this world [money].  (1851, A Comprehensive History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 3: 349)  

The man, or the woman, that mainly looks after the fruit, after the luxuries of life, good food, fine apparel, and at the same time pro​fesses to be a Latter-day Saint, if he does not get that spirit out of his heart, it will obtain a perfect vic​tory over him. (JD, 14:52)  

I am sorry that this people are worldly-minded...Their affections are upon...their farms, upon their property, their houses and possessions, and in the same ratio that this is the case, the Holy Spirit of God - the spirit of their calling - forsakes them, and they are overcome with the spirit of the evil one. (JD, 11:216)  

If the Saints will repent, the Lord's wrath will be turned away, but they will not repent until it is too late. (LHCK, p. 446) 
[As Johnston's army approached in 1857:] I am more afraid of covetous​ness in our Elders than I am of the hordes of hell.  Have we men now of that class?  I believe so.  I am afraid of such spirits; for they are more powerful and injurious to this people than all hell outside of our borders.  All our enemies in the United States or in the world, and all hell with them marshaled against us, could not do us the injury that covetousness in the hearts of this people could do us; for it is idola​try.  (JD, 5:353)
[From one of his last sermons:]  They have not learned 'A' concerning Zion; and we have been traveling now forty-two years, and have we learned our ABC's?... I will say, scarcely.  Have we seen it as a people?  How long shall we travel ,... how long shall God wait for us to sanctify ourselves and become one in the Lord, in our actions and in our ways for the building up of the kingdom of God, that he can bless us? (JD, 15:4)
Modern Times

Hugh Nibley - What do we find today [in Utah at least]? Zion's Investment, Zion's Used Cars, Zion's Construction, Zion's Devel​opment, Zion's Bank, Zion's Leasing, Zion's Insur​ance, Zion's Securities, Zion's Trust, and so on.  The institutions of Mammon are made respectable by the beautiful name of Zion. (Approaching Zion, p. 21)
Spencer W. Kimball - The Lord gave us a choice world and ex​pects righteousness and obedience to his com​mandments in return.  But when I review the per​formance of this people in comparison of what is ex​pected, I am appalled and frightened.   Carnal man has tended to transfer his trust in God to material things.  When men have fallen under the power of Satan and lost the faith, they have put in its place a hope in the arm of flesh and in gods of silver and gold, of brass - that is, in idols.  Many people spend most of their time working in the service of a self-im​age that includes sufficient money, stocks, bonds, investment portfolios, property, credit cards, furnish​ings, automobiles, and the like, to guarantee carnal security throughout, it is hoped, a long and happy life. ("The False Gods We Worship", Ensign, June, 1976, p. 3-4)
Dallin H. Oaks - We are told to be self-reliant, to provide for ourselves and those dependent upon us. But success at that effort can easily escalate into materialism. This happens through carrying the virtue of “providing for our own” to the point of excessive concern with accumulating the treasures of the earth. I believe this relationship identifies materialism as a peculiar Mormon weakness, a classic example of how Satan can persuade some to drive a legitimate strength to such excess that it becomes a disabling weakness.  (“Our Strengths Can Become Our Downfall,” Ensign, Oct. 1994, p. 11)
Gordon B. Hinckley - The Sabbath of the Lord is becoming the play day of the people. It is a day of golf and football on television, of buying and selling in our stores and markets. Are we moving to mainstream America as some observers believe? In this I fear we are …

Our strength for the future, our resolution to grow the Church across the world, will be weakened if we violate the will of the Lord in this important matter. He has so very clearly spoken anciently and again in modern revelation. We cannot disregard with impunity that which He has said.

I see a wonderful future in a very uncertain world. If we will cling to our values, if we will build on our inheritance, if we will walk in obedience before the Lord, if we will simply live the gospel we will be blessed in a magnificent and wonderful way. We will be looked upon as a peculiar people who have found the key to a peculiar happiness.  (Ensign, Nov. 1997, p. 67) 

(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen.  We originally found most of the quotes in “We Shall Yet Weep For Zion” in Hugh Nibley’s Approaching Zion.)

Extra Materials

D&C 52:42 - And thus, even as I have said, if ye are faithful ye shall assemble yourselves together to rejoice upon the land of Missouri, which is the land of your inheritance, which is now the land of your enemies.  (Kirtland, June, 1831)
D&C 56:16-17 - Wo unto you rich men, that will not give your substance to the poor, for your riches will canker your souls; and this shall be your lamentation in the day of visitation, and of judgment, and of indignation: The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved!  Wo unto you poor men, whose hearts are not broken, whose spirits are not contrite, and whose bellies are not satisfied, and whose hands are not stayed from laying hold upon other men's goods, whose eyes are full of greediness, and who will not labor with your own hands! (Kirtland, June, 1831)
D&C 58:32-33 - I command and men obey not; I revoke and they receive not the blessing.  Then they say in their hearts: This is not the work of the Lord, for his promises are not fulfilled. But wo unto such, for their reward lurketh beneath, and not from above.  (Jackson County, Missouri, August, 1831)
Joseph Smith - We have been chastened by the hand of God heretofore for not obeying His commands, although we never violated any human law, or transgressed any human precept; yet we have treated lightly His commands, and departed from His ordinances, and the Lord has chastened us sore, and we have felt His arm and kissed the rod; let us be wise in time to come and ever remember that "to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." The Lord has told us to build the Temple and the Nauvoo House; and that command is as binding upon us as any other; and that man who engages not in these things is as much a transgressor as though he broke any other commandment; he is not a doer of God's will, not a fulfiller of His laws. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 65)
Joseph Smith – [Regarding trying to get enough men to serve in Zion’s Camp.] If this Church, which is essaying to be the Church of Christ will not help us, when they can do it without sacrifice, with those blessings which God has bestowed upon them, I prophesy—I speak the truth, I lie not—God shall take away their talent, and give it to those who have no talent, and shall prevent them from ever obtaining a place of refuge, or an inheritance upon the land of Zion; therefore they may tarry, for they might as well be overtaken where they are, as to incur the displeasure of God, and fall under His wrath by the way side, as to fall into the hands of a merciless mob, where there is no God to deliver, as salt that has lost its savor, and is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be trodden under foot of men. (Kirtland, 1834, History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 2, p. 48)

