The Prologue of John

John 1:1-18
	v.
	Meaning

	1-2
	The gospel was the word.  Christ embodies the gospel.  

	3-9
	Our relationship with the Light

	10-13
	The rebirth and our use of agency.

	14-17
	The process of "grace for grace" as we partake of his fullness.

	v.
	Expanded Meaning

	1-2
	a. Jesus Christ was to be the outward and dynamic expression of both his Father's essence and his Father's will.

b. Jesus was eminently suited to this task, for he had developed the very same character and attributes as His Father.

c. We should not confuse the issue and think that they are the same individual.  They are clearly separate.

	3-9
	The existence of light as a fundamental part of the logos, which he shares freely with all who come into the world.

	10-13
	Our free agency to accept him or reject him, and the right and power given to those who accept him to become children of God.

	14-17
	The actual achievement of that relationship, together with an emphasis on the Savior as role model and the very embodiment of those principles which develop our capacity to be sons and daughters.


The Logos (v. 1-2)
In the beginning, the logos already existed.  In other words, the Logos or the Word is before time, eternal.  

Neal A.  Maxwell - Eventually, the veil that now encloses us will be no more.  Neither will time.  (D&C 84:100) Time is clearly not our natural dimension.  Thus it is that we are never really at home in time.  Alternately, we find ourselves wishing to hasten the passage of time or to hold back the dawn.  We can do neither, of course, but whereas the fish is at home in water, we are clearly not at home in time—because we belong to eternity.  Time, as much as any one thing, whispers to us that we are strangers here.  (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 11)
Logos is a phrase or sentence, or a prolonged discourse, or even a book.  It is the outward form that expresses the inner thought.  The reason for the personification is to help us understand that Christ was to be the outward expression of the Father's inner nature, having the same purpose and the same power.  

Isaiah 55:10-11 - For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater - so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

John's introduction helps us understand that Jesus, in fulfilling his destiny in the eternal plan of salvation, was the dynamic expression of the Father's inner being.  He was and is, since before the beginning, the actor and doer of the Father's will, filled with his purpose and power.  While on earth, he was the visible expression of his Father's inner nature.  If we wish to learn more about the Father, we merely need to learn more about his Son.  Through Joseph Smith much of this concept was revealed in modern times.

D&C 93:8 - He was the Word, even the messenger of salvation.

John wanted us to know that in the beginning, the logos had already achieved Godhood: He had developed within himself the divine nature.  By this we do not merely mean that he developed a divine nature.  The absence of the article implies that he has acquired the very same character and divine attributes as The God with whom he associated in the previous phrase.  The emphatic arrangement of this word gives special stature to the logos.  Not only was Jesus to be the one who would actively implement the plan of our Father, not only did he have a close and personal fellowship with the Father, but "in the beginning" the Savior had already developed the very same attributes and character of the Father, thus attaining Godhood.

John 14:9-11 - He that hath seen me hath seen the Father...  Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?  the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.  Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me...

The Plan of Salvation is eternal, and for us, the embodiment of that plan is Jesus Christ.

The Light (v. 3-9)
As soon as John identified light with logos, he informed us that a great rivalry exists in the universe between the logos and "the Prince of Darkness." Light and darkness are active elements and are personified, as was logos.  John did this to help us identify certain basic principles that pertain to the individuals thus personified.  In this very powerful verse, he encapsulated one of the fundamental dramas of his entire narrative, the struggle that inherently exists between good and evil.

The Greek word from which [the word “comprehended”] is translated has the basic meaning of seizing with hostile intent, or overtaking.  In one verb voice, not used here, it can also be used to express an ability to understand or perceive.  Certainly it is imperative that we develop the capacity to perceive the light.  But in the only other place where John used this word, it was again in relationship to darkness, and assumes the active role of "to seize with hostile intent, to overtake".

John 12:35 - Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you.  

Joseph Smith-History 15 - …I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing influence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak.  Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction.
In these cases the sense cannot be doubtful.  The darkness comes down upon, enwraps men.  As applied to light, this sense includes the further notion of overwhelming, eclipsing.  The relation of darkness to light is one of essential antagonism." Another interesting contrast is offered in this verse.  The verb shineth is given in the timeless present tense, while the verb comprehended is in a tense that is used for a given point in time.  The effect of this contrast is to say that this dispelling of darkness is an inherent and enduring quality of light and of the One who is personified as light.  On the other hand, there was a time when the darkness, or the one of whom it is a personification, attempted to seize and overcome the light.  It refers to a specific attempt, a single occurrence, not an ongoing, timeless quality.  John was foreshadowing a main theme of his Gospel: a record of the specific time when, as the light shone in the darkness that had come upon this world, the Prince of Darkness attempted and failed to overcome and extinguish that light.  A major effort of his Gospel is to mirror and witness the dynamic conflict between light and dark which was to culminate in the Savior's dynamic victory.

Becoming Children of God (v. 10-17)
In describing the Savior as being "full of grace," John wanted us to know that there exists in him nothing but pure, selfless love for us, which he gives freely and with joy whenever he can.  Being "in His grace" also implies that we have special access to him and that he is readily available to listen to our needs.

In the phrase "grace for grace," we understand that as we reach out with love and joy to bless freely those around us, we are blessed freely and with joy from above.  As we give grace, we receive grace.  

D&C 93:12-13 - And I, John, saw that he received not of the fulness at the first, but received grace for grace; And he received not of the fulness at first, but continued from grace to grace, until he received a fulness.

In addition, we move from "grace to grace." The Lord does not wait until we have developed the quality of grace fully before bestowing blessings upon us, but lets us move from level to level.  We are always in his favor, but as we develop we are blessed accordingly.  When no feeling exists within us except the desire to bless and bring joy, then he can reach out and bestow upon us that fellowship which brings a fullness of joy (see John 17:20-21).
[The steps are - our relationship with the Light, the rebirth and our use of agency, and the process of "grace for grace" as we partake of his fullness.]  The same sequence is mirrored in the actual record of John's Gospel.  It begins with the witness to the Light (John the Baptist) that is so strongly stressed in verses 6 to 9 of the Prologue, then continues with the great rebirth discourse given to Nicodemus.  John expands this with illustrations of how some reject the light and others accept it with faith.  This section makes up a large portion of his record and includes stories of great faith as well as some of the great discourses and discussions with the Pharisees and Sadducees.  John vividly portrays the love and compassion of the Savior and his greatness as a teacher, as he records the Savior's discourses on the choices that exist for all of us in this world.  This section is followed by the only detailed account of the proceedings of the Last Supper, in which the Savior revealed to his disciples the great law of love: the foundation of grace.  The structural organization of the Prologue mirrors the structural organization of John's Gospel.

Knowing the Father Through Christ (v. 18)
"No man hath seen God at any time" (1:18).  Joseph Smith added, "except he hath borne record of the Son" (JST, 1:19).  

Spencer W.  Kimball - It is noteworthy that the Father, God, Elohim came to the earth upon each necessary occasion to introduce the Son to a new dispensation, to a new people; then Jesus Christ, the Son, carried forward his work.  This has happened again in our own dispensation when both separate beings, the Father and the Son, came again to the earth in person and appeared unto man.  This holy occurrence was described by the devout and prepared young man who was the principal recipient of the vision.  (Ensign, Nov.  1977, p. 73) 

This highlights the point brought out in verse 1, that we are to learn of the Father through the Son.

“The only begotten Son”.  The oldest and best ancient manuscript reads, "the only begotten God."

"Which is in the bosom of the Father" (1:18).  The image is used of the closest and tenderest of human relationships, of mother and child (Num.  11:12), and of husband and wife (Deut.13:6), and also of friends reclining side by side at a feast, and so describes the ultimate fellowship of love.  The exact form of the words is remarkable.  The phrase is not strictly “in the bosom”, but “into the bosom”.  Thus there is the combination (as it were) of rest and motion, of a continuous relation, with a realization of it.

"He hath declared him".  The Greek word translated declared means to "explain, interpret, tell, report, describe." John completed the Prologue with a restatement of the thought with which he began it.  The purpose of Christ's ministry was to reveal to us the essential character of the Father and to dynamically bring about his plan.  Through Jesus, we can learn about the Father's plan, discover his design for our personal destiny, see his power, and feel his love for us.  Jesus is the visible personification of the Father.  Jesus is the Word.
Summary

The Gospel of John is not a hodgepodge of randomly remembered recollections, but a carefully constructed historical account with design and purpose.  "That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ." (1 John 1:3)  A fundamental purpose of John's Gospel is to show us how we can have fellowship with the Father and the Son.  The purposes of the Prologue are to summarize that process of achieving fellowship so that we will not miss it as we proceed through the account of the Savior's ministry, and to set the stage for this story of eternal sweep by introducing us to the Savior in his eternal context.  

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen.  Mostly taken from J. Phillip Schaelling’s chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 5, The Gospels)

	King James Version
	Joseph Smith Translation
	Amplified Bible

	1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.

6 ¶ There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

15 ¶ John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.

16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.

17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
	1 In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son.  And the gospel was the word, and the word was with the Son, and the Son was with God, and the Son was of God.
john 1:22 The same was in the beginning with God.

john 1:33 All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made which was made.

john 1:44 In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the life, and the life was the light of men;

john 1:55 And the light shineth in the world, and the world perceiveth it not.

john 1:66 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.

john 1:77 The same came into the world for a witness, to bear witness of the light, to bear record of the gospel through the Son, unto all, that through him men might believe.

john 1:88 He was not that light, but came to bear witness of that light,

john 1:99 Which was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world;

john 1:1010 Even the Son of God.  He who was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.

john 1:1111 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.

john 1:1212 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God; only to them who believe on his name.

john 1:1313 He was born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

john 1:1414 And the same word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

john 1:1515 John bear witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake; He who cometh after me, is preferred before me; for he was before me.

john 1:1616 For in the beginning was the Word, even the Son, who is made flesh, and sent unto us by the will of the Father.  And as many as believe on his name shall receive of his fullness.  And of his fullness have all we received, even immortality and eternal life, through his grace.
john 1:1717 For the law was given through Moses, but life and truth came through Jesus Christ.

john 1:1818 For the law was after a carnal commandment, to the administration of death; but the gospel was after the power of an endless life, through Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father.
john 1:1819 And no man hath seen God at any time, except he hath borne record of the Son; for except it is through him no man can be saved.

	1IN THE beginning [before all time] was the Word (Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God Himself.
2He was present originally with God.
3All things were made and came into existence through Him; and without Him was not even one thing made that has come into being.
4In Him was Life, and the Life was the Light of men.
5And the Light shines on in the darkness, for the darkness has never overpowered it [put it out or absorbed it or appropriated it, and is unreceptive to it].
6There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7This man came to witness, that he might testify of the Light, that all men might believe in it [adhere to it, trust it, and rely upon it] through him.
8He was not the Light himself, but came that he might bear witness regarding the Light.
9There it was--the true Light [was then] coming into the world [the genuine, perfect, steadfast Light] that illumines every person.
10He came into the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him [did not know Him].
11He came to that which belonged to Him [to His own--His domain, creation, things, world], and they who were His own did not receive Him and did not welcome Him.
12But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He gave the authority (power, privilege, right) to become the children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere to, trust in, and rely on) His name--
13Who owe their birth neither to bloods nor to the will of the flesh [that of physical impulse] nor to the will of man [that of a natural father], but to God.  [They are born of God!]
14And the Word (Christ) became flesh (human, incarnate) and tabernacled (fixed His tent of flesh, lived awhile) among us; and we [actually] saw His glory (His honor, His majesty), such glory as an only begotten son receives from his father, full of grace (favor, loving-kindness) and truth.
15John testified about Him and cried out, This was He of Whom I said, He Who comes after me has priority over me, for He was before me.  [He takes rank above me, for He existed before I did.  He has advanced before me, because He is my Chief.]
16For out of His fullness (abundance) we have all received [all had a share and we were all supplied with] one grace after another and spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing and even favor upon favor and gift [heaped] upon gift.
17For while the Law was given through Moses, grace (unearned, undeserved favor and spiritual blessing) and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18No man has ever seen God at any time; the only unique Son, or the only begotten God, Who is in the bosom [in the intimate presence] of the Father, He has declared Him [He has revealed Him and brought Him out where He can be seen; He has interpreted Him and He has made Him known].


Extra Material

pro·logue, n.

1. An introduction or preface, especially a poem recited to introduce a play.

2. An introduction or introductory chapter, as to a novel.

3. An introductory act, event, or period.  

Quiz to start the class, reading from the KJV of John chapter 1 –

	
	Verse
	Quote
	Question

	1.
	1
	“In the beginning was the Word”.
	What does that mean?

	2.
	1
	“And the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
	What does that mean?

	3.
	3
	“All things were made by him.”
	What types of things do you think this means?

	4.
	4
	“In him was life; and the life was the light of men.”
	What does that mean?

	5.
	5
	“And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.”
	Put that into your own words.


Class Activity #1 – Triple Versions of John 1:1-18

· Divide the class into groups.

· Divide each group into halves, one half devoted to the JST and the other to the Amplified Version.

· Persons in each half take turns reading their version of a version to the rest of the group, and then tracking anything that’s especially interesting.

· Proceed verse by verse through all 18 verses.

· Afterward ask individual groups what they found interesting in each version of sections of verses, e.g. 1-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-14, 15-18.

· After a group comments on a section of verses, ask the other groups if they have anything to add.

Class Activity #2 – “Grace by “Grace”; Truth or Dare

· Divide the class back into their groups.

· Designate a first person in each group.

· The person tells the person next to him or her either to tell expound (“truth”) or tell a personal experience (“dare”).  

· To expound is to take the “grace by grace” concept and put it into your own words, or to relate a similar scripture that comes to mind such as “be ye therefore perfect (complete)”.  

· A personal experience would be to give an example from your own life, or in the life of someone close to you, of how that person has grown from grace to grace, i.e. gotten stronger in the things of the Lord.



James R. Harris - The announcement that Christ received the full powers and prerogatives of the Elohim (Gods or Exalted Fathers) is found in the following verses of scripture: “And I, John, bear record that he received a fulness of the glory of the Father; And he received all power both in heaven and on earth, and the glory of the Father was with him, for he dwelt in him.” (D&C 93:16-17)
Thus, through the indwelling divine Spirit, Christ enjoys a perfect union with the Eternal Father of our spirits. This union is so perfect that the Father is described as dwelling "in him."  The Eternal Father of our spirits also enjoys a perfect union with all divine beings throughout the immensity of space.  This union is so perfect that the Father correctly bears the title Elohim, meaning Gods, for he represents all Gods as if they dwelt in him.  This communion of the Gods (with which our God, Jesus the Christ, is in perfect union), constitutes a "storehouse" of knowledge and power from which, as a faithful steward of the Gods, Christ may and does constantly and instantly draw.

Our Lord, therefore, is at this instant possessor of all knowledge and power (i.e., he is joint owner with all the Gods, even as all of us may become joint heirs with Christ--without detracting from his power and possessions).  The experience of our Lord through the ages, as he moves to ever higher degrees of exaltation will call forth a constant flow of knowledge and power from the "Grand Union of Divine Minds."  And while he is thus progressing in knowledge there is never a practical deficiency in his knowledge--because his perfect union with all other divine beings enables him to recall, as from his own mind and experience, all the experiences and all the knowledge of all the Gods.  It is from this plane of experience that the quotations of the prophets in the right-hand column are understood to be consistent with statements in the left-hand column.

The Church is an heir to a fine statement on the nature of the divine union described above.  It is found in the masterful theological studies of Elder Brigham H. Roberts:

It is possible for the mind of God to be in man, to will and to do, as seemeth (God) good.  The nature of the Whole clings to the Parts, and they may carry with them the light and truth and glory of the Whole.  Moreover, by appointment, any One or Three of the union Intelligences may become the embodiment and representative of all the power and glory and authority of the sum total of the Divine Intelligences; in which capacity either the One or the Three would no longer stand only in their individual characters as Gods, but they would stand also as the sign and symbol of all that is divine--and would act and be to all intents and purposes the One God.  And so in every inhabited world, and in every system of worlds, a God presides.  Diety in his own right and person, and by virtue of the essence of him;  And also by virtue of his being the sign and symbol of the Collectivity of the Divine Intelligences of the universe. Having access to all the councils of the Gods, each individual Diety becomes a partaker of the collective knowledge, wisdom, honor, power, majesty, and glory of the Body Divine--in a word, the embodiment of the Spirit of the Gods whose influence permeates the universe.  (“Eternal Progression and the Foreknowledge of God”, BYU Studies, v. 8, no. 1, Autumn 1967, p. 45)

Russell M. Nelson - Under the direction of the Father, Jesus bore the responsibility of Creator.  His title was “the Word,” spelled with a capital W (see JST, John 1:16, Bible appendix).  In the Greek language of the New Testament, that Word was Logos, or “expression.”  It was another name for the Master.  That terminology may seem strange, but it is appropriate.  We use words to convey our expression to others.  So Jesus was the Word, or expression, of His Father to the world.  (“Jesus the Christ: Our Master and More,” Ensign, Apr 2000, p. 4)
