From the Modern Prophets
Thomas S. Monson - Over the years I have enjoyed collecting quotations, poems, and stories that might be used to illustrate important principles of the gospel. These are words of wisdom and inspiration that have influenced me with their simple but eloquent messages.   In this book you will find more than nine hundred of my favorite quotations and poems, the result of a lifetime of collecting.  (Favorite Quotations from the Collection of Thomas S. Monson, p.vii.)
Joseph Smith - I advise all to go on to perfection, and search deeper and deeper into the mysteries of Godliness … It has always been my province to dig up hidden mysteries - new things - for my hearers.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.364)   It is my meditation all the day, and more than my meat and drink, to know how I shall make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge before my mind.  Oh! how I would delight to bring before you things which you never thought of!  (History of The Church, v. 5, p. 362.)
John Taylor - I have a great many misgivings about the intelligence that men boast so much of in this enlightened day.  There were men in those dark ages who could commune with God, and who, by the power of faith, could draw aside the curtain of eternity and gaze upon the invisible world.  There were men who could tell the destiny of the human family, and the events which would transpire throughout every subsequent period of time until the final winding-up scene.  There were men who could gaze upon the face of God, have the ministering of angels, and unfold the future destinies of the world.  If those were dark ages I pray God to give me a little darkness, and deliver me from the light and intelligence that prevail in our day … (I Know That My Redeemer Lives: Latter-day Prophets Testify of the Savior, p. 38.)
Brigham Young – I am sorry that this people are worldly-minded ... Their affections are upon ... their farms, upon their property, their houses and possessions, and in the same ratio that this is the case, the Holy Spirit of God - the spirit of their calling - forsakes them, and they are overcome with the spirit of the evil one.  (Journal of Discourses, 11:216)  If the Saints will repent, the Lord's wrath will be turned away, but they will not repent until it is too late.  (Life of Heber C. Kimball, p. 446)  [As Johnston's army approached in 1857:]  I am more afraid of covetousness in our Elders than I am of the hordes of hell.  Have we men now of that class?  I believe so.  I am afraid of such spirits; for they are more powerful and injurious to this people than all hell outside of our borders.  All our enemies in the United States or in the world, and all hell with them marshaled against us, could not do us the injury that covetousness in the hearts of this people could do us; for it is idolatry.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 5, p.353.)
Spencer W. Kimball - The Lord gave us a choice world and expects righteousness and obedience to his commandments in return.  But when I review the performance of this people in comparison of what is expected, I am appalled and frightened.  Carnal man has tended to transfer his trust in God to material things.  When men have fallen under the power of Satan and lost the faith, they have put in its place a hope in the arm of flesh and in gods of silver and gold, of brass - that is, in idols.  Many people spend most of their time working in the service of a self-image that includes sufficient money, stocks, bonds, investment portfolios, property, credit cards, furnishings, automobiles, and the like, to guarantee carnal security throughout, it is hoped, a long and happy life. ("False Gods We Worship", Ensign, June, 1976, p. 3-4.)
I fear at times that all too often many of our members come to church, sit through a class or meeting, and then return home having been largely uninformed. (Ensign, May 1981, p. 45.)
Wilford Woodruff – [Written by Truman Madsen:] Wilford Woodruff often spoke of his experiences with the spirit world.  On record is a conversation which I think typifies this man as a spiritual amphibian; it's as if he lived in two worlds simultaneously.  He was walking down the street when he saw a friend.  "Brother John, it's good to see you," President Woodruff said.  Then after a pause he said, "You know, I don't think I've seen your father since he died."  (The Presidents of the Church, no page given.  Also in Br. Madsen’s, Joseph Smith the Prophet, p. 48.)
Joseph F. Smith - I feel quite confident that the eyes of Joseph the Prophet, and of the martyrs of this dispensation, and of Brigham and John and Wilford, and those faithful men who were associated with them in their ministry upon the earth, are carefully guarding the interests of the Kingdom of God in which they labored and for which they strove during their mortal lives. I believe they are as deeply interested in our welfare today, if not with greater capacity, with far more interest, behind the veil, than they were in the flesh. I believe they know more; I believe their minds have expanded beyond their comprehension in mortal life, and their interests are enlarged in the work of the Lord to which they gave their lives and their best service … I have a feeling in my heart that I stand in the presence not only of the Father and of the Son, but in the presence of those whom God commissioned, raised up, and inspired, to lay the foundations of the work in which we are engaged.  (Gospel Doctrine, p. 430.)
Howard W. Hunter - It is inappropriate, especially at this university [BYU], to divide learning into secular education and religious education … Truth is not two things; it is one.  Our concern is with true science and true religion.  Certainly the laws that govern the behavior of both molecules and men are part of the laws known and used by our Heavenly Father.  God is the perfect scientist.  We must not forget that our knowledge is not yet perfect.  Everyone in this life must often look at matters through a glass, darkly.   

… We come to realize that God, in his infinite wisdom and power, uses these laws [of the sciences] in accomplishing his work.  As we come to this awareness we can sense the beauty and majesty and harmony of the gospel.  These truths are learned not just by study or prayer, but by study and prayer.  (The Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, p. 183.)
Lorenzo Snow – The Lord is a consistent being. … He opens to us the secrets of the celestial kingdom, and He is constantly communicating to us things that we never knew before. This knowledge and intelligence is growing upon us continually. (Conference Report, 6 April 1900, p. 3.)
We trace the hand of God, His Spirit, His workings upon and among all classes of people, whether Christian or heathen … We trace the hand of the Almighty and we see His Spirit moving in all communities for their good ... (Journal of Discourses, v. 14, p. 301.) 
David O. McKay – [Written by Andrew F. Ehat.]  … President McKay took occasion to express his feelings about the holy endowment.  He indicated how some years before, a niece of his had received her ordinances in the house of the Lord.  He had learned that she only recently before that had received an initiation into a sorority at the local university.  She had had the crassness to say that she found the sorority initiation superior in effect and meaning to her than the endowment.  …  With characteristic aplomb, he paused, and then said, "Brothers and sisters, she was disappointed in the temple.  Brothers and sisters, I was disappointed in the temple.  And so were you.”  Then he said something incredibly important that should be engraven on all our souls.  "There are few, even temple workers, who comprehend the full meaning and power of the temple endowment.  Seen for what it is, it is the step-by-step ascent into the Eternal Presence.”  Then he added, "If our young people could but glimpse it, it would be the most powerful spiritual motivation of their lives!"  (Temples of the Ancient World: Ritual and Symbolism, p. 58-59.)
Heber J. Grant – [Regarding his brother "who had been careless, indifferent, and wayward, and who had evinced no interest in the gospel”.]  The next morning, my brother came into my office and said, “Heber, I was at a meeting yesterday and heard you preach … You spoke beyond your natural ability.”  

I said to him, “Are you still praying for a testimony of the gospel? … Do you expect the Lord to get a club and knock you down?  What more testimony do you want of the gospel of Jesus Christ than that a man speaks beyond his natural ability and under the inspiration of God, when he testifies of the divine mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith?”  The next Sabbath he applied to me for baptism.  (Teachings Of Presidents Of The Church: Heber J. Grant, p. 11.)
George Albert Smith – [Written by Hugh Nibley:]  No, to be humble is to speak to one as you would to another.  The person who was really that way was President George Albert Smith.  There was a man who was really humble.  Never subservient or looking down on anyone, but he would get up at 3:00 o'clock in the morning and go down to the lower part of town.  (My mother knew him very well.)  If some poor old bum had been picked up at the police station, he would come down and try to help him out, bail him out, etc.  He put himself out all the time, and nobody knew about it.  I know some stories like that.  As president of the Church, he was on a big business trip in Portland.  Brother Westergard was a Dane and a poor carpenter in our ward, with a lot of girls.  His little girl was sick, and the president sat up with him and his little girl all night.  He let the business go and everything else. (Teachings of the Book of Mormon--Semester 1, p. 286.)
[His secretary said to him], "There's a good soul who wants to know what your feeling is on cocoa and cremation …"  President Smith shot back, "Write and tell him they're both hot."  (In the Company of Prophets  by Heidi S. Swinton, p. 21.) 
Ezra Taft Benson – [Regarding not being commanded in all things.]  Sometimes the Lord hopefully waits for his children to act on their own, and when they do not, they lose the greater prize, and the Lord will either drop the entire matter and let them suffer the consequences, or else he will have to spell it out in greater detail.  Usually, I fear, the more he has to spell it out the smaller is our reward.  (Chapter titled “Not Commanded in All Things” in his book An Enemy Hath Done This, p. 271-272.)
Joseph Fielding Smith – [Written by Boyd K. Packer:] - President Grant Bangerter was having a doctrinal conversation with President Joseph Fielding Smith, who was touring his mission in Brazil.  Sister Bangerter listened and finally said, “President Smith, I have been raising children and haven’t had time to become a scriptorian like he is.  Will I get to the celestial kingdom with Grant?”  President Smith pondered soberly for a moment and then said, “Well, perhaps if you bake him a pie.”   (“Teach the Children,” Ensign, Feb. 2000, p. 10.)
Gordon B. Hinckley – The Sabbath of the Lord is becoming the play day of the people. It is a day of golf and football on television, of buying and selling in our stores and markets. Are we moving to mainstream America as some observers believe? In this I fear we are …  I see a wonderful future in a very uncertain world. If we will cling to our values, if we will build on our inheritance, if we will walk in obedience before the Lord, if we will simply live the gospel we will be blessed in a magnificent and wonderful way.  (Ensign, Nov. 1997, p. 67)
We've got to have a little humor in our lives.  You had better take seriously that which should be taken seriously but, at the same time, we can bring in a touch of humor now and again.  If the time ever comes when we can't smile at ourselves, it will be a sad time.  (Teachings of Gordon B. Hinckley, p. 432.)
Extra Material
Harold B. Lee - Others have been melancholy and discouraged and have seemingly yielded to the deadly fatalism all too often found among soldiers. These have adopted a sort of indifference and an "Oh, what's the use" attitude. These are the ones who frequently yield to the enticing invitations that lead to harmful practices and vices and are encouraged in their indulgences by the "eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die" philosophy... (Ye Are the Light of the World: Selected Sermons and Writings of Harold B. Lee, ch. 23)
Harold B. Lee - The scriptures are the standard by which to measure truth.  All that we teach in this church ought to be couched in the scriptures. … If you want to measure truth, measure it by the four standard Church works. If it is not in the standard works, you may well assume that it is speculation. It is man's own personal opinion, to put it another way; and if it contradicts what is in the scriptures, you may know by that same token that it is not true.  … If there is any teacher who teaches a doctrine that can't be substantiated from the standard Church works—and I make one qualification, and that is unless that one be the President of the Church, who alone has the right to declare new doctrine—then you may know by that same token that such a teacher is but expressing his own opinion. (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 149)
Joseph F. Smith - How shall we stem the tide of this evil, this indifference, this consequent ignorance?  It appears to me that the only way to do it is to wake up and become interested, or to interest ourselves in those things which are so important and necessary to the happiness and well-being of the children of men, especially that which is so needful for the happiness and well-being of ourselves individually.  (Gospel Doctrine: Selections from the Sermons and Writings of Joseph F. Smith, p. 342)
Lorenzo Snow - God has fulfilled His promises to us, and our prospects are grand and glorious.  Yes, in the next life we will have our wives, and our sons and daughters.  If we do not get them all at once, we will have them some time, for every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus is the Christ.  You that are mourning about your children straying away will have your sons and your daughters.  If you succeed in passing through these trials and afflictions and receive a resurrection, you will, by the power of the Priesthood, work and labor, as the Son of God has, until you get all your sons and daughters in the path of exaltation and glory.  This is just as sure as that the sun rose this morning over yonder mountains.  Therefore, mourn not because all your sons and daughters do not follow in the path that you have marked out to them, or give heed to your counsels.  Inasmuch as we succeed in securing eternal glory, and stand as saviors, and as kings and priests to our God, we will save our posterity.  (The Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p. 196.)  


Full Version of Quotes Already Used
Howard W. Hunter - When we encounter apparent conflict in our studies and scholarly work, it is because we see only a part of this great whole.  Our understanding of the truth we seek may be partial or limited.  We may hold an opinion or an idea about the world or human nature that is not entirely true.  When we encounter situations of seeming conflict, we should not feel angry or discouraged, but rather we should confront the matter with great optimism and hope.  For we know that this apparent conflict is only a prelude to a new understanding and a closer approximation of the ultimate principles we seek, and that this conflict will yield, in God's own time, to those who seek wisdom by study and by faith.   

It is inappropriate, especially at this university, to divide learning into secular education and religious education.  Truth is, or ought to be, the object of our endeavors throughout the university, and truth is not two things; it is one.  Our concern is with true science and true religion.  Certainly the laws that govern the behavior of both molecules and men are part of the laws known and used by our Heavenly Father.  God is the perfect scientist.  We must not forget that our knowledge is not yet perfect.  Everyone in this life must often look at matters through a glass, darkly.   

Nevertheless, all our discoveries in the physical sciences, in the social sciences, even in the workings of human nature testify that there is a set of eternal laws that govern in this universe.  We come to realize that God, in his infinite wisdom and power, uses these laws in accomplishing his work.  As we come to this awareness we can sense the beauty and majesty and harmony of the gospel.  These truths are learned not just by study or prayer, but by study and prayer.  (The Teachings of Howard W. Hunter, p. 183.)
David O. McKay – [Written by Andrew F. Ehat.] When the Los Angeles temple building program was commenced, President McKay called a meeting of the stake presidents of the temple district.  During this meeting, President McKay took occasion to express his feelings about the holy endowment.  He indicated how some years before, a niece of his had received her ordinances in the house of the Lord.  He had learned that she only recently before that had received an initiation into a sorority at the local university.  She had had the crassness to say that she found the sorority initiation superior in effect and meaning to her than the endowment.  President McKay was open and frank with them about the experience of one in his own family with the endowment.  He wasn't worried about their audible gasps.  With characteristic aplomb, he paused, and then said, "Brothers and sisters, she was disappointed in the temple.  Brothers and sisters, I was disappointed in the temple.  And so were you.”  Then he said something incredibly important that should be engraven on all our souls.  "There are few, even temple workers, who comprehend the full meaning and power of the temple endowment.  Seen for what it is, it is the step-by-step ascent into the Eternal Presence.”  Then he added, "If our young people could but glimpse it, it would be the most powerful spiritual motivation of their lives!"  (Temples of the Ancient World: Ritual and Symbolism, p. 58-59)


Heber J. Grant – [Regarding his brother "who had been careless, indifferent, and wayward, and who had evinced no interest in the gospel”.]  The next morning, my brother came into my office and said, “Heber, I was at a meeting yesterday and heard you preach.”

I said, “The first time you ever heard your brother preach, I guess?”  “Oh, no,” he said, “I have heard you many times.  I generally come in late and go into the gallery.  I often go out before the meeting is over.  But you never spoke as you did yesterday.  You spoke beyond your natural ability. You were inspired of the Lord.”  These were the identical words I had uttered the day before, in my prayer to the Lord!

I said to him, “Are you still praying for a testimony of the gospel?”   “He said, 'Yes, and I am going nearly wild.”   “I asked, ”What did I preach about yesterday?”  He replied, “You know what you preached about.”  I said, “Well, you tell me.”  “You preached upon the divine mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith.”

“I answered, “And I was inspired beyond my natural ability; you have never heard me speak at any time as I spoke yesterday.  Do you expect the Lord to get a club and knock you down?  What more testimony do you want of the gospel of Jesus Christ than that a man speaks beyond his natural ability and under the inspiration of God, when he testifies of the divine mission of the Prophet Joseph Smith?”  The next Sabbath he applied to me for baptism.  (Teachings Of Presidents Of The Church: Heber J. Grant, p. 11)
