Wisdom Sayings
The following passages are from Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, from the New International Version of the Bible.
Using your King James Version of the Bible write the book, chapter and verse next to each passage.


1. A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

2. Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer; coneys are creatures of little power, yet they make their home in the crags; locusts have no king, yet they advance together in ranks; a lizard can be caught with the hand, yet it is found in kings' palaces. 

3. The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, but the rich have many friends. 

4. Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. 

5. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching. They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck. 

6. He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the LORD. 

7. Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife. 

8. For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure. 

9. There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 

10. When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise. 

11. He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. 

12. Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. 

13. He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. 

14. A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. 

15. "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless." What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun? Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever. The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises. The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning on its course. All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, there they return again. 

16. For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the LORD. But whoever fails to find me harms himself; all who hate me love death." 

17. My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 

18. An offended brother is more unyielding than a fortified city, and disputes are like the barred gates of a citadel. 

19. Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death. 

20. Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue. 

21. There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 

22. Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 

23. Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife. 

24. A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold. 

25. Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

26. My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

27. When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 

28. Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. 

29. Do not love sleep or you will grow poor; stay awake and you will have food to spare. 

30. A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly. 

31. By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew. 

32. Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs. 

33. The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion. 

34. Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

35. Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion. 

36. A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 

37. He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm. 

38. What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. Is there anything of which one can say, "Look! This is something new"? It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time. 

39. All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD. 
40. Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 

41. A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult. 

42. Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. 

43. A wife of noble character is her husband's crown, but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones. 

44. Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! 

45. It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. 

46. When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with schemes to do wrong. Although a wicked man commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long time, I know that it will go better with God-fearing men, who are reverent before God. 

47. The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. 

48. Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 

49. Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man's rebuke to a listening ear. 

Teaching Notes
1. Break the class into groups of 3-4 with equal numbers of good book readers in each group.

2. Give a photocopy set to each student of “Wisdom Sayings Trick or Treat”. 

3. One person in each group should be designated the “reference reader”.  This person with the list of references should hurry and read out of the KJV of the Bible what a passage says, or have an assistant do it.

4. The others in the group should scan their sheets to find the match from the New International Version of the Bible.  Time-permitting, the person who finds it must read it aloud to the rest of the group, then draw an "X" through the passage for the group to get credit for finding it.

5. Have the groups start their searches at different points, e.g. if there are two groups then have one start at the end and the other start at the beginning.

6. Keep a copy of this sheet and use for correcting at the end of class.

7. This is not a competition.  The goal is for each group to find as many matches as possible.  For each match, each person in the group gets a piece of candy.  All group members get the same amount of candy, and it doesn't matter how many correct answers the other group gets.



Proverbs 1:7-9  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline. Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your mother's teaching. They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck. 

Proverbs 2:1  My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

Proverbs 3:5-7  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 

Proverbs 3:11-12  My son, do not despise the LORD's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 

Proverbs 3:19-20  By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's  foundations, by understanding he set the heavens in place; by his knowledge the deeps were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew. 

Proverbs 4:7 Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 

Proverbs 6:6-8 Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!  It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. 

Proverbs 6:16-19 There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 

Proverbs 8:35-36 For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the LORD.  But whoever fails to find me harms himself; all who hate me love death." 

Proverbs 10:12  Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs. 

Proverbs 10:19 When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise. 

Proverbs 11:14 For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure. 

Proverbs 11:22 Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows no discretion. 

Proverbs 12:4 A wife of noble character is her husband's crown, but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones. 

Proverbs 12:15 The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. 

Proverbs 12:16 A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks an insult. 

Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm. 

Proverbs 14:20 The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, but the rich have many friends. 

Proverbs 14:21 He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy. 

Proverbs 14:29 A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly. 

Proverbs 15:1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 

Proverbs 16:2 All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the LORD. 

Proverbs 17:1 Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife. 

Proverbs 17:22 A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. 

Proverbs 17:28 Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue. 

Proverbs 18:13 He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. 

Proverbs 18:19 An offended brother is more unyielding than a fortified city, and disputes are like the barred gates of a citadel. 

Proverbs 18:22 He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the LORD. 

Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to his death. 

Proverbs 20:13 Do not love sleep or you will grow poor; stay awake and you will have food to spare. 

Proverbs 21:9 Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 

Proverbs 21:19 Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife. 

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold. 

Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

Proverbs 22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. 

Proverbs 23:5 Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle. 

Proverbs 25:12 Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is a wise man's rebuke to a listening ear. 

Proverbs 28:1 The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion. 

Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

Proverbs 30:25 Ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the summer;  coneys are creatures of little power, yet they make their home in the crags;  locusts have no king, yet they advance together in ranks;  a lizard can be caught with the hand, yet it is found in kings' palaces. 

Proverbs 31:10-11 A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies.  Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 

Ecclesiastes 1:2-7 "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless." What does man gain from all his labor at which he toils under the sun? 

Generations come and generations go, but the earth remains forever. The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it rises. The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning on its course. All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, there they return again. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. 

Is there anything of which one can say, "Look! This is something new"? It was here already, long ago; it was here before our time. 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-8  There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace. 

Ecclesiastes 5:2  Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few. 

Ecclesiastes 5:4  When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 

Ecclesiastes 8:11-12  When the sentence for a crime is not quickly carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with schemes to do wrong. Although a wicked man commits a hundred crimes and still lives a long time, I know that it will go better with God-fearing men, who are reverent before God. 

Ecclesiastes 12:12  Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. 
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