In the Presence of 
the Resurrected Lord

Mary Magdalene at the Tomb

Gaye Strathearn - Yet, when [the women (Luke 24:10)] returned after the Sabbath, they found the tomb empty.  Surely these women were perplexed as they entered the tomb and found it empty.  The women's perplexity seems to have lifted when "two men …in shining garments" appeared and spoke to them: "Why seek ye the living among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again.  And they remembered his words" (Luke 24:5-8).  Nothing in the text indicates that their confusion continued.  The observation, "and they remembered his words," implies that they suddenly understood Jesus' prophecy and what had transpired at the tomb.
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The two phrases, "remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee" and "they remembered his words," are a key theme of the story.  The women, especially Mary Magdalene, had heroines' roles as the first to recall Jesus' words when he spoke about his pending suffering and death in the divine plan and as the first to grasp their fulfillment (Luke 9:22-23).  The women now had enough light to understand, seemingly for the first time, that Jesus not only had to suffer and die but that he also rose from the dead in fulfillment of his own words.  Previously, Jesus' disciples, the women included, had not understood his instructions on these points.

…When the women first reported their discovery to the apostles, however, they thought "their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not" (see Luke 24:10-11).  Remember that in Jewish culture women could not be witnesses.  
…Once they examined the tomb, Peter walked away "wondering" (Luke 24:12).  Both Peter and John returned to "their own home" (John 20:10), but Mary remained at the tomb, puzzled and grief-stricken at not finding Jesus' body.  The world before the resurrection could not make sense of an empty tomb.  The "eleven" and "all the rest" remained incredulous (Luke 24:9).  
John's Gospel, differing from that of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, then relates in detail the well-known story of Mary Magdalene and the risen Christ.  Take special note that after Mary's recognition of the risen Lord, Jesus exhorted her: "Go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God" (John 20:17).  Mary fulfilled messianic prophecy when she heeded Jesus' words and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord."

…Mary Magdalene became an "apostle to the apostles.”  The term does not mean a member of the Twelve, of course, but rather that she is "one sent forth" to witness the good news of Christ's resurrection.  Mary Magdalene was the first witness of the resurrection in two important and significant ways.  She was the first person to see the resurrected Messiah, and she was the first person to witness to others what she had seen.  She was in a sense the first disciple of the risen Jesus.  (From her chapter in Every Good Thing: Talks from the 1997 BYU Women’s Conference, p. 361-363)
Royal Skousen – [Regarding] the phrase "touch me not.”  (John 20:17) The Greek form of this command is me mou haptou, and the correct translation should be "do not keep on holding me" or "stop touching me" or even "stop clinging to me.”  …Jesus was telling Mary Magdalene to let go of him.  In fact, we might be able to detect a bit of humor in Jesus' response to Mary's embrace – she can't keep holding on to him; he must go see his father.  Interestingly, in the Inspired Version Joseph Smith changed "touch me not" to read "hold me not," thus improving the agreement between John's and Matthew's accounts of the Resurrection.  (“Through a Glass Darkly: Trying To Understand the Scriptures”, BYU Studies, vol.  26 (1986), no. 3 - Summer 1986, p. 14)

On the Road to Emmaus

Gaye Strathearn - According to Luke, the next event is the appearance of Jesus to two disciples (Luke 24:13-35).  As the two walked "to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about three-score furlongs [about seven miles]," Jesus "drew near, and went with them.”  Nowhere does the text state explicitly that the two travelers are men.  Again, the Jewish customs about witnesses (and possibly our own way of looking at the New Testament) obscure the fact that for Jesus, women can and do act as legitimate witnesses of these events.  Therefore, we should not assume that both travelers were men.  One is named and clearly male; one, unnamed and probably female.  The couple, who at first failed to recognize Jesus, may have been returning home to Emmaus that day, for when they arrived they invited Jesus to have dinner with them in their home.  (From her chapter in Every Good Thing: Talks from the 1997 BYU Women’s Conference, p. 363.  Note: Luke 24:18 says one of them was named Cleopas.  Bruce R. McConkie speculates that the other one was Luke, The Millennial Messiah: The Second Coming of the Son of Man, p. 509.)
Bruce R. McConkie - Jesus walked down a Judean lane, walked for hours and taught the truths of the gospel, exactly as he had during three and a half years of his mortal ministry.  So much did he seem like any other wayfaring teacher, in demeanor, in dress, in speech, in physical appearance, in conversation, that they did not recognize him as the Jesus whom they assumed was dead.  'Abide with us,' they said, as they would have done to Peter or John.  'Come in and eat and sleep; you must be tired and hungry.' They thought he was a mortal man.  Could anyone devise a more perfect way to teach what a resurrected being is like when his glory is retained within him?  Men are men whether mortal or immortal, and there need be no spiritualizing away of the reality of the resurrection, not after this Emmaus road episode.  (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, v. 1, p. 850)
On the Shores of Galilee

Thomas W. Mackay - Bread, fish, and wine are the characteristic symbols found throughout John that unify the stories and the teachings.  The presence of bread and fish beside the Lord when he bid the disciples come ashore ties this scene back to earlier events in John, and they all point to the great Messianic banquet when he will come in his glory and eat with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, holy prophets, and all who are worthy.  (See Matt.  8:11, where "sit down" properly means to recline at a meal with someone; see also D&C 27:5-14.) Just as he had broken bread with the two disciples in Emmaus, here, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, the resurrected Lord shared a sacramental meal with his disciples.  The very word sacrament comes from the Latin sacramentum, meaning an oath of allegiance such as was made by a Roman soldier to his general.  In a sense, in the sacrament we partake of the emblems of our oath of allegiance to the Lord.  It is thus natural and appropriate that loyalty and fidelity to the cause of the Messiah should be bound up with eating the sustaining forces of life he produced; it is entirely in harmony with the rest of John's Gospel that he should imply such here.  (From his chapter in Studies in Scripture, Vol. 5: The Gospels, p. 463)

When did Jesus Appear to the Nephites?

3 Nephi 8:5-6 - And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth year, in the first month, on the fourth day of the month, there arose a great storm… (Thus the start of the destruction and three days of darkness.)

3 Nephi 10:18 - And it came to pass that in the ending of the thirty and fourth year, behold, I will show unto you …soon after the ascension of Christ into heaven he did truly manifest himself unto them.

John Welch - Traditionally, all Israelites (and hence Nephites) were instructed to gather at the temple three appointed times each year, namely for the feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles… There is considerable circumstantial evidence that the Nephites, who were strict in their observance of the law of Moses "in all things" (2 Nephi 5:10, Jarom 1:5; Alma 30:3; 3 Nephi 1:24), observed these essential Israelite festivals… The purposes and themes of these ritual days related closely to covenant-making, law-giving, and prophetic instruction, which are also dominant themes in the Sermon at the Temple.

If the Nephites were assembled on one of these traditional holy days sometime after the signs of Jesus' death had been given, they probably would have wondered what they should do next.  We know that they observed the law of Moses until Jesus proclaimed its fulfillment (see 3 Nephi 1:24-25; 15:2-8), but while Jesus' voice, which was heard out of the darkness, had announced the end of the Mosaic law at the time of his death (see 3 Nephi 9:17), no new instructions had yet been given to the Nephites about the new law that was to take its place.  …They must have wondered if it was still appropriate for them to continue using their old ritual order….  
Particularly important for the law of Moses and for the covenant of Israel with the Lord were two feasts, one called Shavuot in Hebrew (Pentecost in Greek), which came in June fifty days after Passover… The feast of Shavuot would have been celebrated in Bountiful a few months after the Passover crucifixion and shortly after the best-known ascension of Jesus from Jerusalem, reported in Acts 1. Such a scenario would thus make good sense of the reference in 3 Nephi 10:18 to Christ's appearing in Bountiful "soon after" his ascension… The tension between [these] words… and the phrase "in the ending of the thirty and fourth year" (3 Nephi 10:18) remains unresolved, however, under any theory.  (The Sermon at the Temple and the Sermon on the Mount: A LDS Approach, p. 33.)
What Is It That Ye Desire of Me?

3 Nephi 28:1 - And it came to pass when Jesus had said these words, he spake unto his disciples, one by one, saying unto them:  What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the Father?

Hugh Nibley – [In the forty day literature] "Thomas says unto Jesus, Behold, O Lord, thou hast in thy goodness bestowed every grace upon us.  But there yet remains one thing which we would that thou wouldst grant unto us."  This is a common theme in the "forty-day" accounts, where the apostles, after having received all knowledge and enlightenment and become perfectly one with Jesus, have yet one question to ask him but are abashed at the presumption of asking, until Jesus, who knows what is in their hearts, tells them he knows what it is they desire and that they need not be ashamed, for it is a worthy request. … 

"We desire, O Lord, that we may see how things are with the dead who lie in their tombs, whom thou hast raised up to be a sign of thy resurrection to take place for us. … We desire to see the bones which have fallen apart in the tomb, how they are reunited one to another, that the dead may speak."  What follows shows that this is plainly a post-resurrectional tradition, for in answer to their request Thomas and two friends are shown the raising of Lazarus, at whose coming forth the whole cemetery revolves on its axis, and "the dead arose and came forth because of the voice of Jesus."

Such a mass resurrection could, of course, only take place after the Lord himself had been resurrected. … At the moment Jesus calls Lazarus forth, Adam also hears his voice and cries:  "This voice which I hear is the voice of my Creator and my Redeemer.  This is the voice of Him who was my glory when he addressed me in Paradise. … O my son, Lazarus, take greetings to My Creator. O when will the time come when I too may hear the voice of life calling me?"

Before he grants the wish of the apostles, Jesus says to the people, "More blessed are they who have not seen but believed than they who have seen and not believed," which is akin to the Book of Mormon, "blessed are ye if ye shall believe … after that ye have seen me. … And again, more blessed are they who shall believe in your words" (i.e., without having seen) (3 Nephi 12:1-2).  Then the [Egyptian] text adds, "You see how many miracles and signs I did among the Jews, and yet they did not believe me."  This again compares with 3 Nephi 19:35:  "So great faith have I never seen among all the Jews; wherefore I could not show unto them so great miracles, because of their unbelief." (Since Cumorah, p. 179)
D&C 46:30 - He that asketh in the Spirit asketh according to the will of God; wherefore it is done even as he asketh.

What would you ask?

 (Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Extra Material



After contemplating the table of the Lord’s 20 ancient appearances, how would you respond to the following claims against the resurrection?

1. Jesus Christ was just a great teacher.  It was his followers who magnified the story of his resurrection over time.

2. The resurrection story was invented to make Christianity sound more appealing, to get more followers

3. The resurrection wasn’t physical, it was spiritual only.

4. Jesus only used a body temporarily so that people would be comfortable when he appeared.



John 21:15-17, Amplified Bible

	
	1st Time
	2nd Time
	3rd Time

	Jesus asks: Simon, do you love me?
	With reasoning, intentional, spiritual devotion, as one loves the Father.
	With a deep, instinctive, personal affection for Me, as for a close friend.

	Peter responds: Yes, Lord…
	You know that I love You [that I have deep, instinctive, personal affection for You, as for a close friend].

	Jesus directs
	Feed My lambs
	Shepherd (tend) My sheep.
	Feed My sheep.


Timely and Timeless Aspects of 3rd Nephi

1. How many people were present in the Lord’s first appearance?  (See 17:25)
2. What astounding act were they commanded by the Lord to perform in 11:14?  

3. Did they each do it?  Did they do it multiple people at a time?  (See 11:15)
4. As a rough estimate, how long would it take all the people to accomplish this?  

5. Estimate how many children were involved in the fabulous event in chapter 17.  

6. Did Jesus bless them as a group or individually?  (17:21)  

3 Nephi 17:5 – And it came to pass that when Jesus had thus spoken, he cast his eyes round about again on the multitude, and beheld they were in tears, and did look steadfastly upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a little longer with them.

Tarry - To stay; to abide; to continue; to lodge.  To stay behind.  To stay in expectation; to wait.  (Welsh tariaw is to stop or stay) (Websters 1828 Dictionary)

7. If the Nephite group had nudged you forward as spokesperson, how would you phrase their request and what reasons would you give?

Hugh Nibley - "After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples on the seashore of Tiberias, and this is how it happened.”  It happens that Simon Peter along with Thomas, the one called his twin, and Nathanael, who was from Cana in Galilee (there were other Canas all over the place), and the two sons of Zebedee, who were disciples also [were present].  Peter said to them, "I'm going fishing.”  Well, he did go swimming; he loved to swim.  The earliest record we have, the Clementine Recognitions, tell us how Clement met him on the beach.  They were having a conference at Caesarea, and Peter would get up very early in the morning and go down and swim in the ocean.  Nobody else would, but he would go down there and swim and run up and down the beach.  That's where Clement met him.  So Peter was a very rugged person.  But Peter said, "I'm going fishing."

They said to him, "We'll go with you, and we'll all be together.”  So they all went out and went into the boat.  They fished by night; the guppies run better.  That night they didn't catch a thing.  When it started to be daylight, there was Jesus standing on the beach.  That's a surprising thing.  They didn't recognize that it was Jesus.  Again, he's not appearing in chariots of fire or clouds of glory - just an ordinary man standing on the beach.  They didn't even recognize him - just like Mary thought he was a gardener.  He called out to them and said, paidia.  That means fellows or boys, an affectionate way a teacher addresses his students - just as a colonel in the Russian army calls his men dyeti, children.  So he said, "Boys [kids would be all right], have you had anything to eat yet?" 

They answered and said, "No."

He said to them, "Try casting your nets on the right side of the boat, and you will find something.”  So they acted accordingly.  They threw the nets on the right side.  They couldn't draw in the nets fast enough because they were full of fish already.  They ran into a school of fish, in other words.  Then the disciple who was with him, the one they called "the beloved one … " Now, is John being modest when he refers to himself never by name … The disciple that Jesus loved said to Peter, "It's the Lord.”  Simon Peter, hearing that it was the Lord, hustled into his clothes because he had been naked while they were fishing.  That's a good word [hustled] for it, isn't it?  He hustled into his clothes and jumped into the Sea of Galilee to reach him at a distance.  But the other disciples wisely remained in the boat, he says, because they weren't very far from the shore, about two hundred cubits which is almost exactly a hundred yards.  They were just a hundred yards out from the shore.  Peter was a powerful swimmer, and he jumped in first.  It doesn't say he walked on the water on this occasion, but he jumped in first to get to the Lord.  He could beat the boat.  Peter was a top man in more than one thing; he was quite an athlete.  
They were dragging the net of fish behind them, of course, and that would slow them down.  When they finally reached the land and got out of the boat, they saw that a fire had already been built on the beach and Jesus had already fried some fish for them.  Now this is altogether too much to take - that the apostles should meet with him around a smoky fire on a sandy beach and eat a beach picnic of broiled fish that Jesus had fixed for them because they hadn't had breakfast yet.  Now can you get more down to earth than that?  They [Christian scholars] said, this is positively insulting.  He shouldn't do this.  Is this the King of Glory?  
(Teachings of the Book of Mormon--Semester 1: Transcripts of Lectures Presented to an Honors Book of Mormon Class at Brigham Young University, 1988—1990, p. 81) 

When Jesus Appeared to the Nephites

Hugh Nibley - The question is how do you read the phrase, "in the ending of the thirty and fourth year"?  If that phrase describes the time when Christ appeared, then it was a year-end festival of some kind.  On the other hand, if that is simply some kind of an editorial marker that says, I am now going to tell you what happened in the thirty and fourth year, then we have no idea when it occurred.  You also have the reference that says "soon after his ascension into heaven.”  It doesn't say which ascension.  Is it the first ascension,-"touch me not for I have not yet ascended"-on the morning of resurrection?  Is it the ascension just before the day of Pentecost in Acts 1?  We don't know, so that becomes again an interesting question, a puzzle.  We're not quite sure.  I think we can get a feel though for the type of general religious meeting this would have been, although not specifically which festival.  I have my own preference.  I think it was a meeting on the day of Pentecost.  The reason is that in ancient Israel the day on which the giving of the law on Mount Sinai was celebrated was the Feast of Shavuoth or the Feast of Pentecost.  That was the day that God came down on Mount Sinai to give the law.  I guess the poetic beauty and symmetry of having God come down to give the new law on a similar day is almost irresistible to me, but it could have been one of the other festivals as well.  (Teachings of the Book of Mormon--Semester 1: Transcripts of Lectures Presented to an Honors Book of Mormon Class at Brigham Young University, 1988—1990, p. 125)

Joseph Fielding McConkie and Robert L. Millet - Mormon here tens us that Christ appeared to the Nephites "in the ending" of the thirty-fourth year, thus suggesting that it was several months following his Old World ascension into heaven before he came to the Nephites (see Mortal Messiah v. 4, p. 307).  (Doctrinal Commentary on the Book of Mormon, v. 4, p. 50)

Preserving the Truth

Possible answers could include mention that other great religions were founded by Confucius, Buddha, Muhammed, Zoraster and others without the extraordinary claim to a physical resurrection.  The early Christians did not need the belief to found a new religion or gain followers per se.  Indeed belief in it was soon a matter of persecution outside and inside the church, as Paul experienced: “What will this babbler say?  other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection.”  (Acts 17:18)

Eating

Richard D. Draper - Jesus' eating appears to have been a critical factor in convincing the disciples of the reality of the physical resurrection.  Although they felt the nail prints in his hands and his feet, "they yet believed not for joy" (Luke 24:41).  Only when the Savior requested something to eat did they fully believe.  Perhaps they then remembered his statement from the Last Supper: "With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer: For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God" (Luke 22:15-16).  The act of eating fully demonstrated that the Passover was fulfilled in Christ; moreover, he had overcome all things, including physical death.  (From his chapter in The Lord of the Gospels: The 1990 Sperry Symposium on the New Testament, p. 52)
Thomas

Richard D. Draper – John's narrative teaches an important lesson.  He explained that the apostle Thomas was absent from the initial appearance.  Although Thomas received ample testimony from the others, he still refused to believe.  He reacted in the same way as the others had when they had heard the witness of the women and the two disciples from Emmaus.  Nothing short of tangible proof would suffice.  As Thomas said, "Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe" (John 20:25-29).  A week later all the disciples, including Thomas, were together.  Once again the Lord appeared.  "Reach hither thy finger," he commanded Thomas, "and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.”  Thomas's reaction was immediate and sincere; he simply exclaimed: "My Lord and my God" (v.  28).  Because of Thomas, we now have additional evidence of the Lord's physical resurrection.

One other lesson may be learned from this narrative.  The Lord said: "Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”  The Lord's words suggest that henceforth others would be required to believe in the resurrection based on the testimony of the disciples, not through tangible proofs.  John alone among the disciples realized the significance of the empty tomb.  He had not seen the Lord, yet he believed.  Jesus asked the others to follow his example.  (From his chapter in The Lord of the Gospels: The 1990 Sperry Symposium on the New Testament, p. 52-53)
Galilee

James E. Faust - After the Resurrection of the Savior, Peter and some of the disciples were at the Sea of Tiberias.  Peter announced to them that he was going fishing.  The disciples agreed to go with him.  They seemed to have forgotten that they were called to be fishers of men … Catching fish was the livelihood from which the Savior called him to become a fisher of men.  The requirement that we should love the Lord above fish, bank accounts, automobiles, fine clothing, stocks, bonds, certificates of deposit, or any other possession is total; it is absolute.  The first commandment given unto the ancient Israelites was “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.”  (“Them That Honour Me I Will Honour,” Ensign, May 2001, 45)
Henry B. Eyring - The Savior taught Peter and His other Apostles and disciples why and how they were to nourish others.  You remember that in the Bible account He fed them before He taught them.  He had been crucified and then resurrected.  His servants had gone to Galilee.  They had fished through the night, catching nothing.  When they drew near to shore, in the dawn, they did not at first recognize Him.  He called out to them, telling them where to cast their nets, and when they did the nets were filled.  They rushed to greet Him on the shore.  They found a fire of coals with fish cooking and bread.  I have often wondered, as you may have done, who laid the fire, who caught the fish, and who cooked the meal, but it was the Master who prepared His disciples to be fed more than fish and bread.  He let them eat first.  And then He taught them of spiritual feeding.  And He gave a commandment to them which still stands for each of us.  (“Feed My Lambs,” Ensign, Nov. 1997, p. 82. Also Feb. 2008, p. 4.)

Within my heart a welcome guest,


Within my home abide…


Thy walk today with me


Has made my heart within me burn,


As I communed with thee.


Thy earnest words have filled my soul


And kept me near thy side.


- “Abide with Me; ’Tis Eventide”, Hymn #165





[God] has infinite attention to spare for each one of us.  He does not have to deal with us in the mass.  You are as much alone with Him as if you were the only being He had ever created.  When Christ died, He died for you individually just as much as if you had been the only man [or woman] in the world.


- C. S.Lewis 


(Mere Christianity, p. 131, �quoted by Dale E. Miller Ensign, Nov. 2004, p.12.)
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