Resurrection, Q&A
Douglas L. Callister - Resurrection is as universal as death.  All must die and all must be resurrected.  It is a free gift to all men.  It is not the result of the exercise of faith or accumulated good works.  The Book of Mormon prophet Amulek declares, "Now this restoration shall come to all, both old and young, both bond and free, both male and female, both the wicked and the righteous" (Alma 11:44; cf.  Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 199-200, 294-297, 310-311, 319-321, 324-326).  (“Resurrection”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1223)
1. Was Everyone Who Had Already Died, 
Resurrected When Christ Was Resurrected?

Bible Dictionary, “Resurrection” - All will not be raised to the same glory in the resurrection (1 Cor. 15: 39-42; D&C 76), nor will all come forth at the same time (see 1 Cor. 15: 23; Alma 40: 8).  Christ was first; the righteous have precedence over the wicked, and come forth in the first resurrection, whereas the unrepentant sinners come forth in the last resurrection (cf. Rev. 20: 5-13).
Joseph Fielding Smith - Jesus was the only person who ever came into this world who had power over death, and having that great power, by the shedding of his blood on the cross, he could redeem us and get the power of the resurrection.  After he came forth from the tomb, he had all power to call every other person forth from the grave.  And after he came forth, on the third day after his crucifixion, he opened the graves of the righteous saints who had lived from the days of Adam to the time of his crucifixion.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 260, quoted in the CES manual, Doctrines of the Gospel, chapter 32, “Supporting Statements” section B.).

2. Will We All be Resurrected as Adults?
Douglas L. Callister - "All men will come from the grave as they lie down, whether old or young" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 199).  And he who quickeneth all things shall "change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body" (Philippians 3:21).  "The body will come forth as it is laid to rest, for there is no growth nor development in the grave.  As it is laid down, so will it arise, and changes to perfection will come by the law of restitution.  But the spirit will continue to expand and develop, and the body, after the resurrection will develop to the full stature of man" (Joseph F. Smith, Improvement Era, June 1904, p. 623-24).  (“Resurrection”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1223)
3. Will Resurrected Bodies All 
Have the Same Abilities?

Douglas L. Callister - The resurrected body will be suited to the conditions and glory to which the person is assigned in the day of judgment.  "Some dwell in higher glory than others" (TPJS, p. 367).  The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that "your glory shall be that glory by which your bodies are quickened" (D&C 88:28), and three glories are designated (D&C 76).  Paul (1 Cor.  15:40) also mentioned three glories of resurrected bodies: one like the sun (celestial), another as the moon (terrestrial), and the third as the stars.  In a revelation to Joseph Smith, the glory of the stars was identified as telestial (D&C 76).  The lights of these glories differ, as do the sun, the moon, and the stars as perceived from earth.  "So also is the resurrection of the dead" (1 Corinthians  15:40-42).  (“Resurrection”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1223)
4. What is the First Resurrection?

Douglas L. Callister - In a general sense, the Resurrection may be divided into the resurrection of the just, also called the first resurrection, and the resurrection of the unjust, or the last resurrection.  The first resurrection commenced with the resurrection of Christ and with those who immediately thereafter came forth from their graves.  In much larger numbers, it will precede the thousand-year millennial reign, inaugurated by the "second coming" of the Savior (D&C 45:44-45; cf.  1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).  At that time, some will be brought forth to meet him, as he descends in glory.  This first resurrection will continue in proper order through the Millennium.  The righteous who live on earth and die during the Millennium will experience immediate resurrection.  Their transformation will take place in the "twinkling of an eye" (D&C 63:51).  The first resurrection includes the celestial and terrestrial glories.

The final resurrection, or resurrection of the unjust, will occur at the end of the Millennium.  In the words of the apocalypse, "the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished" (Revelations 20:5).  This last resurrection will include those destined for the telestial glory and perdition.  (“Resurrection”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1223)
5. What is the Morning of the First Resurrection?

Harold B. Lee - There is order in the resurrection.  As to the resurrection of mankind taking place in an orderly manner, there can be no doubt, because of the revelations that have been given in this day.  Those who are the more righteous will come forth in the morning of the first resurrection, coincident with the second coming of the Savior to this earth, and those less faithful at a time merited by the life each lived here in mortality.  (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 63)
Bruce R. McConkie - Two great resurrections await the inhabitants of the earth: one is the first resurrection, the resurrection of life, the resurrection of the just; the other is the second resurrection, the resurrection of damnation, the resurrection of the unjust. (John 5:28–29; Rev. 20; D&C 76.)  But even within these two separate resurrections, there is an order in which the dead will come forth.  Those being resurrected with celestial bodies, whose destiny is to inherit a celestial kingdom, will come forth in the morning of the first resurrection …

And after this another angel shall sound, which is the second trump; and then cometh the redemption of those who are Christ’s at his coming; who have received their part in that prison which is prepared for them, that they might receive the gospel, and be judged according to men in the flesh.’ (D&C 88:99.)  This is the afternoon of the first resurrection; it takes place after our Lord has ushered in the millennium.  Those coming forth at that time do so with terrestrial bodies and are thus destined to inherit a terrestrial glory in eternity. (D. & C. 76:71–80.)
At the end of the millennium, the second resurrection begins.  In the forepart of this resurrection of the unjust those destined to come forth will be ‘the spirits of men who are to be judged, and are found under condemnation; And these are the rest of the dead; and they live not again until the thousand years are ended, neither again, until the end of the earth.’ (D&C 88:100–101.)  These are the ones who have earned telestial bodies, who were wicked and carnal in mortality, and who have suffered the wrath of God in hell ‘until the last resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ the Lamb, shall have finished his work.’ (D. & C. 76:85.)  Their final destiny is to inherit a telestial glory. (D&C 76:81–112.)
Finally, in the latter end of the resurrection of damnation, the sons of perdition, those who ‘remain filthy still’ (D&C 88:102), shall come forth from their graves. (2 Ne. 9:14–16.)” (Mormon Doctrine, 640, quoted in the CES manual, Doctrines of the Gospel, chapter 32, “Supporting Statements” section B.)
6. Is the First Resurrection Going on Now?

Joseph Fielding Smith - It is the opinion of some that the resurrection is going on all the time now, but this is purely speculation without warrant in the scriptures.  It is true that the Lord has power to call forth any person or persons from the dead, as he may desire, especially if they have a mission to perform which would require their resurrection.  For example, we have the cases of Peter, James, and Moroni.

We are given to understand that the first resurrection yet future, which means the coming forth of the righteous, will take place at one particular time, which is when our Savior shall appear in the clouds of heaven, when he shall return to reign.  For us to speculate whether or not the Prophet Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Brigham Young, and others have been called forth, without any revelation from the Lord, is merely supposition.  When the Lord wants any of these men, he has the power to call them, but the first resurrection, with which we have any future concern, will commence when Christ comes (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 299–300, quoted in the CES manual, Doctrines of the Gospel, chapter 32, “Supporting Statements” section B.).
7. Was Anyone Resurrected after the Time of Christ?

Joseph Smith - Moroni, who deposited the plates in a hill in Manchester, Ontario county, New York, being dead and raised again therefrom, appeared unto me … (History of The Church, v. 3, p. 28.  We assume that Peter and James were resurrected to perform the laying on of hands.  John is still a translated being, as per D&C 7:3.  D&C 133:55 states: “And from Moses to Elijah, and from Elijah to John, who were with Christ in his resurrection”, which some Church leaders interpret to mean they were resurrected at the time of Christ’s resurrection.)
8. Will Most People Be Resurrected All at One Time?

Harold B. Lee - Resurrection will one day be as common as birth.  The only reason we don't have the same assurance about the resurrection as we have about birth is because we are not seeing that happen daily before our eyes as we see birth.  Nobody questions the reality of birth, which is just as much a mystery to our understanding as the resurrection of a body that is dead; but if we live in the morning of the resurrection, when the graves shall again be opened and when resurrection shall be almost a daily occurrence, those whose time it is to come forth will walk unto the city of their friends and will be seen of them.  We will speculate then, just as we do now about the coming of a baby when there is evidence that a new one is in prospect, and we will confidently look forward to continued resurrection of friends and loved ones.  (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 62)
9. Will Our Miscarried and Stillborn Children Be 
With Us in the Resurrection?

Val D. Greenwood - This question is, as yet, impossible to answer with certainty.  Elder Joseph Fielding Smith wrote that “there is no information given by revelation in regard to the status of stillborn children.  However, I will express my personal opinion that we should have hope that these little ones will receive a resurrection and then belong to us.” (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 280)  He said nothing about miscarried children.

… When does the spirit enter the body?  On this second question some Church leaders have made comments.  President Brigham Young said he believed that “when the mother feels life come to her infant it is the spirit entering the body.” (Journal of Discourses, v. 17, p. 143)
The message “The Origin of Man” issued by the First Presidency in 1909 stated: “The body of man enters upon its career as a tiny germ embryo, which becomes an infant, quickened at a certain stage by the spirit whose tabernacle it is, and the child, after being born, develops into a man.” (Messages of the First Presidency, v. 4, p. 205)
… It is not clear exactly at what point of development that “certain stage” of quickening—when the spirit makes eternal claim to the body—occurs.  Even though quickening occurs before birth, we still do not know definitely when a living soul comes into existence.  (“I Have a Question,” Ensign, Sept. 1987, p. 27–28)
10. What about Cremation?

Roger R. Keller - Generally, Latter-day Saints in the Western world have felt that nothing should be done which is destructive to the body.  That should be left to nature.  Church leaders have counseled that only in unusual circumstances or where required by law should cremation take place. 
Ultimately, after consultation with the Lord and with priesthood leaders, the family must decide what to do.  If the person has been endowed, some special instructions are available for the family from local priesthood leaders.  Even if a body is cremated, a funeral service may be held if the ashes are buried or deposited in a mausoleum.
Where there is no overriding reason to cremate, burial is still the preferred method of handling our dead.  In the end, however, we should remember that the resurrection will take place by the power of God, who created the heavens and the earth.  Ultimately, whether a person’s body was buried at sea, destroyed in combat or an accident, intentionally cremated, or buried in a grave, the person will be resurrected.  (“I Have a Question,” Ensign, Aug.  1991, 62–63)
11. Will Animals Be Resurrected?
Gerald E. Jones - Do animals have spirits and are they resurrected?  Yes.  The Prophet Joseph Smith received information concerning the eternal status of animals.  Answers to questions he posed are in the Doctrine and Covenants, section 77.  He also spoke about the resurrection of animals in a sermon but did not expand on the subject.  (History of the Church, v. 5, p. 343)
To what degree of glory do animals go?  The scriptures speak only of animals being in the celestial kingdom.  Whether they go to other kingdoms is a matter of conjecture.  Elder Joseph Fielding Smith on one occasion said the distribution of animals into all three degrees of glory is “very probable.”  (Improvement Era, Jan.  1958, p. 16–17) To my knowledge, no other prophet has published an opinion on the subject.

Are animals judged and resurrected according to their obedience to laws?  According to Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, animals do not have a conscience.  They cannot sin and they cannot repent, for they have not knowledge of right and wrong.  (Man: His Origin and Destiny, p. 204–205)
Can animals be with their owners in the hereafter?  There is no revealed word on this subject.  Reason would tell us that a rancher or farmer may not want all of the cattle he has owned during his life.  On the other hand, emotional ties may be honored and family pets may well be restored to their owners in the resurrection, Elder Orson F. Whitney wrote that Joseph Smith expected to have his favorite horse in eternity.  (Improvement Era, Aug. 1927, p. 855) (“I Have a Question,” Tambuli, Mar. 1979, p. 19–20, 48)
12. Does a Resurrected Body Have Blood in It?
Joseph Smith - Concerning resurrection, flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, or the kingdom that God inherits or inhabits, but the flesh without the blood and the Spirit of God flowing in the veins instead of the blood, for blood is the part of the body that causes corruption.  Therefore we must be changed in the twinkle of an eye or have to lay down these tabernacles and leave the blood vanish away … Blood is the corruptible part of the tabernacles.  (The Words of Joseph Smith, p. 370-371)  

13. Do Resurrected Bodies Eat Food?

Guide to the Scriptures - The New Testament gives ample evidence that Jesus rose with his physical body: his tomb was empty, he ate fish and honey, he had a body of flesh and bones, people touched him, and the angels said he had risen (Mark 16: 1-6; Luke 24: 1-12, 36-43; John 20: 1-18).  (Online at lds.org)
14. Will All Resurrected People Look the Same?

Good grief.  See the handout titled “Look the Same.doc”.
Joseph Smith - [Our children] must rise just as they died; we can there hail our lovely infants with the same glory - the same loveliness in the celestial glory, where they all enjoy alike.  They differ in stature, in size, the same glorious spirit gives them the likeness of glory and bloom; the old man with his silvery hairs will glory in bloom and beauty.  No man can describe it to you - no man can write it.  (History of The Church, v. 6, p. 366)
15. Does All or Most of the Matter from 
Our Mortal Bodies Gather and Reassemble 
to Make Our Resurrected Bodies?
Douglas L. Callister - In contrast to the view that the body when buried or cremated has no identifiable residue, Joseph Smith taught that "there is no fundamental principle belonging to a human system that ever goes into another in this world or the world to come" (History of the Church, v. 5, p. 339).  Chemical disintegration is not final destruction.  The resurrected body is tangible, but when the flesh is quickened by the Spirit there will be "spirit in their [veins] and not blood" (Words of Joseph Smith, p. 270; see also Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 367).  (“Resurrection”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1223)
Erastus Snow - Not so with the immortal; the spirit is clothed upon with the immortal tabernacle.  Is it like the mortal?  Yes; and yet unlike, like so far as the form is concerned; the form and organism constituted to the spirit, and to the labor which has to be performed throughout eternity; but not composed of perishable materials.  That immortal tabernacle, that incorruptible, will have no blood circulating in its veins.  That is free from the gross elements of this earth, from the fruits of this earth, from the grains and vegetables of this earth.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 19, p. 276–277)
(Teachers’ Comment - When archeologists dig up a human skeleton sometimes there’s nothing left but a few fragments.  How can that person ever be resurrected?  Or if a person were to perish in a terrible explosion how can his bodily elements be recombined?  Also biology tells us that most of the tissues of our bodies are gradually flushed and replaced over the course of years).  How can we reconcile that to the resurrection?

Here’s a possible explanation:  To make a bronze statue, first the likeness is made in wax.  The wax is then encased in sand in a big box, and the whole thing is then heated and the wax melts away.  Into the empty cavity molten bronze is poured.  The sand is removed and the final statue emerges.  Perhaps a resurrected body is like that final statue.  The initial elements in the wax stage were not nearly as important as the wonderful form and purpose they held.  

Perhaps also there is much more going on than simply the assembly of atoms and molecules in the matter with which we are currently familiar.  The physics of matter can get weird fast and we currently know so little about the types of matters beyond our everyday experience.

On another note, down at a very basic level, perhaps water molecules and carbon atoms and so forth are exactly the same as other water molecules and carbon atoms, regardless of what object they are in.  Therefore the essential elements can be the same, whether they are then fashioned into Buicks or Ferraris.) 
Comfort and Glory

Joseph Smith - I have said, Father, I desire to die here among the Saints.  But if this is not Thy will, and I go hence and die, wilt thou find some kind friend to bring my body back, and gather my friends who have fallen in foreign lands, and bring them up hither, that we may all lie together.
I will tell you what I want.  If tomorrow I shall be called to lie in yonder tomb, in the morning of the resurrection let me strike hands with my father, and cry, "My father," and he will say, "My son, my son," as soon as the rock rends and before we come out of our graves.
And may we contemplate these things so?  Yes, if we learn how to live and how to die.  When we lie down we contemplate how we may rise in the morning; and it is pleasing for friends to lie down together, locked in the arms of love, to sleep and wake in each other's embrace and renew their conversation.
Would you think it strange if I relate what I have seen in vision in relation to this interesting theme?  Those who have died in Jesus Christ may expect to enter into all that fruition of joy when they come forth, which they possessed or anticipated here.
So plain was the vision, that I actually saw men, before they had ascended from the tomb, as though they were getting up slowly.  They took each other by the hand and said to each other, "My father, my son, my mother, my daughter, my brother, my sister.”  And when the voice calls for the dead to arise, suppose I am laid by the side of my father, what would be the first joy of my heart?  To meet my father, my mother, my brother, my sister; and when they are by my side, I embrace them and they me.
It is my meditation all the day, and more than my meat and drink, to know how I shall make the Saints of God comprehend the visions that roll like an overflowing surge before my mind.  (History of The Church, v. 6, p. 361-362)
Joseph Smith - All your losses will be made up to you in the resurrection, provided you continue faithful.  By the vision of the Almighty I have seen it.   

… If I have no expectation of seeing my father, mother, brothers, sisters and friends again, my heart would burst in a moment, and I should go down to my grave.   

The expectation of seeing my friends in the morning of the resurrection cheers my soul and makes me bear up against the evils of life.  It is like their taking a long journey, and on their return we meet them with increased joy.   

God has revealed His Son from the heavens and the doctrine of the resurrection also; and we have a knowledge that those we bury here God will bring up again, clothed upon and quickened by the Spirit of the great God; and what mattereth it whether we lay them down, or we lay down with them, when we can keep them no longer?  Let these truths sink down in your hearts, that we may even here begin to enjoy that which shall be in full hereafter.  (History of The Church, v. 5, p. 362)
Lorenzo Snow - Nothing is more beautiful than a resurrected being.  We know that in the future, after we have passed through this life, we will then have our wives and our children with us.  We will have our bodies glorified, made free from every sickness and distress, and rendered most beautiful.  There is nothing more beautiful to look upon than a resurrected man or woman.  There is nothing grander that I can imagine that a man can possess than a resurrected body.  There is no Latter-day Saint within the sound of my voice but that certainly has this prospect of coming forth in the morning of the First Resurrection and being glorified, exalted in the presence of God, having the privilege of talking with our Father as we talk with our earthly father.  (The Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p. 99)
(by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Presentation Notes
Many of the quotes in this handout may be more in the realm of opinion than revealed fact.  Before going over the material, it may be good to review how to grade the confidence level of statements.
The question on “all matter from our mortal bodies” has also been phrased as, “What if I'm eaten by a school of sharks and they carry pieces of me to all points of the globe?”


Extra Material

Douglas L. Callister - Not all will be resurrected at the same moment, "but every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming" (1 Corinthians 15:23).  "Behold, there is a time appointed that all shall come forth from the dead," Alma writes, to stand embodied before God to be judged of their thoughts, words, and deeds (Alma 40:4). (“Resurrection”, Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p.1223)
Teachers Note: Jesus’ mortal body probably laid in the grave the shortest time before resurrection of any in the earth’s history – excluding the quickening of translated beings.  Perhaps at least some if not all of the elements of his mortal body were used in his resurrected body.


Full quote from Val D. Greenwood on stillborn children – 
Val D. Greenwood - This question is, as yet, impossible to answer with certainty.  Elder Joseph Fielding Smith wrote that “there is no information given by revelation in regard to the status of stillborn children.  However, I will express my personal opinion that we should have hope that these little ones will receive a resurrection and then belong to us.” (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 2, p. 280)  He said nothing about miscarried children.

One issue involved is whether an unborn child in the mother’s womb is a living soul.  The answer to that question may depend in part on the answer to another question—When does the spirit enter the body?  On this second question some Church leaders have made comments.  President Brigham Young said he believed that “when the mother feels life come to her infant it is the spirit entering the body.” (Journal of Discourses, v. 17, p. 143)
The message “The Origin of Man” issued by the First Presidency in 1909 stated: “The body of man enters upon its career as a tiny germ embryo, which becomes an infant, quickened at a certain stage by the spirit whose tabernacle it is, and the child, after being born, develops into a man.” (Messages of the First Presidency, v. 4, p. 205)
Elder Bruce R. McConkie, referring to “The Origin of Man,” expressed his opinion that the message “appears to bear out the concept that the eternal spirit enters the body prior to a normal birth, and therefore that stillborn children will be resurrected.” (Mormon Doctrine, p. 768)
It is not clear exactly at what point of development that “certain stage” of quickening—when the spirit makes eternal claim to the body—occurs.  Even though quickening occurs before birth, we still do not know definitely when a living soul comes into existence.  (“I Have a Question,” Ensign, Sept. 1987, p. 27–28)


Sons of Perdition

If sons of perdition are to become members of the devil's kingdom, will they be permitted to have tangible bodies, or will they be like Satan, denied the right to bodies? In other words, will sons of perdition be resurrected and receive immortal bodies, or will their bodies be destroyed?
Joseph Fielding Smith - The scriptures are very clear on this question.  Paul, for instance, wrote to the members of the Church at Corinth, "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive."(1 Corinthians 15:22) The Savior told the Jews that the hour would come when he would visit the dead and they should hear his voice, "And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation."(John 5:29)  In a revelation to the Prophet Joseph Smith the Lord said: "But, behold, verily I say unto you, before the earth shall pass away, Michael, mine archangel, shall sound his trump, and then shall all the dead awake, for their graves shall be opened, and they shall come forth- yea, even all.”  (D. & C.29:26.)   

Our Redeemer came into the world to obtain the mastery over death.  If one soul born into this world, no matter how wicked he may be, were denied the resurrection, then Jesus Christ would not have the victory.  It is imperative, therefore, that all must receive the resurrection, and Amulek declared this emphatically to the people of Ammonihah,(Alma 11:40-45.) as did Alma to his son Corianton.  (Ibid., 40:22-26.)   

The second part of the question is, will they receive their bodies in the resurrection and then afterwards have them destroyed?  Alma has answered this in his discourse at Ammonihah:   

And now behold, I say unto you then cometh a death, even a second death, which is a spiritual death; then is a time that whosoever dieth in his sins, as to a temporal death, shall also die a spiritual death; yea, he shall die as to things pertaining unto righteousness.  
Then is the time when their torments shall be as a lake of fire and brimstone, whose flame ascendeth up forever and ever; and then is the time that they shall be chained down to an everlasting destruction, according to the power and captivity of Satan, he having subjected them according to his will.  
Then, I say unto you, they shall be as though there had been no redemption made; for they cannot be redeemed according to God's justice; and they cannot die, seeing there is no more corruption.  (Ibid., 12:16-18.)  (Answers to Gospel Questions, v. 1, p. 37)


Had John been resurrected when 
he appeared along with Peter and James to
 Joseph and Oliver?
D&C 7:3 - … Thou [John] shalt tarry until I come in my glory …



Will an Old Person Who Dies Be
 Resurrected As an Old Person?

"All men will come from the grave as they lie down, whether old or young" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 199).

"The body will come forth as it is laid to rest, for there is no growth nor development in the grave."
See commentary on Alma’s “restored” or “restoration”.  Needs more work.


Joseph Smith - How consoling to the mourners when they are called to part with a husband, wife, father, mother, child, or dear relative, to know that, although the earthly tabernacle is laid down and dissolved, they shall rise again to dwell in everlasting burnings in immortal glory, not to sorrow, suffer, or die any more, but they shall be heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.  (History of The Church, v. 6, p. 306)   


Ordinances in the Next Life

Spencer W. Kimball - President Brigham Young, the second president of this dispensation, said: “It is supposed by this people that we have all the ordinances in our possession for life and salvation, and exaltation, and that we are administering in those ordinances.  This is not the case.  We are in possession of all the ordinances that can be administered in the flesh; but there are other ordinances and administrations that must be administered beyond this world.  I know you would like to ask what they are.  I will mention one.  We have not, neither can we receive here, the ordinance and the keys of resurrection.”  
… “[The keys] will be given to those who have passed off this stage of action and have received their bodies again.  … They will be ordained, by those who hold the keys of the resurrection, to go forth and resurrect the Saints, just as we receive the ordinance of baptism then receive the keys of authority to baptize others for the remission of their sins.  This is one of the ordinances we can not receive here [on the earth], and there are many more.”  (Journal of Discourses, 15:137.)  (“Our Great Potential”, Ensign, May, 1977)
