Twenty Ancient Appearances of the Risen Lord

	#
	Persons Visited
	Reference
	Date Or Time
	Place
	What Transpired

	1.
	Mary Magdalene 
	John 20:1–18 
	Resurrection, early morning
	At the tomb 
	Mary talked with Jesus; she did not recognize him at first but was soon convinced it was him. “Woman, why weepest thou? … Jesus saith unto her, Mary.  …Hold me not.  … for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren.”

	2.
	Other women
	Matt. 28:1–10;
Luke 24:10 
	Resurrection day, 
early morning 
	Between the tomb and Jerusalem 
	Earthquake, angel rolls back the stone, keepers feared, angel speaks to the women. “Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. Then said Jesus unto them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.”  (Women - including Joanna &  Mary the mother of James)

	3.
	Two disciples 
	Luke 24:13–32 
	Resurrection day, afternoon 
	On the road to Emmaus 
	They walked, talked, and ate with Jesus, not recognizing him until he broke bread. Their hearts burned within them. Also described in Mark 16:12–13. The hymn “Abide with Me; ’Tis Eventide” (Hymns, no. 165) recalls this event.

	4.
	Simon Peter 
	Luke 24:34
	Resurrection day.
	Not specified 
	“Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.”  Also in 1 Cor. 15:5.

	5.
	10 apostles 
	Luke 24:36–45; John 20:19–24 
	Resurrection day, evening 
	Closed room, Jerusalem 
	“Jesus himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.” Jesus invited them to handle him so they would know that he had flesh and bone. He ate fish and honey before them. “Then opened he their understanding.” Although Luke 24:33 says “the eleven,” likely Judas and Thomas were not present.

	6.
	11 apostles 
	John 20:26–31; Mark 16:14 
	Eight days after the resurrection 
	Apparently the same room 
	“Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.”

	7.
	7 apostles 
	John 21:1–14 
	Morning, sometime after #6 
	The shore of the Sea of Galilee 
	After the seven had fished all night and caught nothing, Jesus gave them directions from the shore; they caught 153 fish. “As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid thereon, and bread.” They dined. To Peter “lovest thou me?” three times. Feed my lambs and sheep. This whole story is similar to the catch of fish (Luke 5) that accompanied Jesus’ original call of Peter and others to the ministry.

	8.
	11 apostles 
	Matt. 28:16–20 
	Not specified 
	A mountain in Galilee 
	This event was by previous appointment of Jesus Christ. They talked with him and worshiped him. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations… I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

	9.
	500+ brethren 
	1 Cor 15:6 
	Not specified 
	Not specified 
	This visitation probably took place in Galilee. “After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.”

	10.
	James
	1 Cor 15:7 
	Not specified 
	Not specified 
	“After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.”

	11.
	11 apostles
	Acts 1:3–11
	For forty days after
the resurrection 
	Not specified 
	“To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God”

	12.
	11 apostles at the ascension 
	Luke 24:50–51 
	Forty days after the resurrection 
	Near Bethany 
	“He lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.” Also found in Mark 16:19.

	13.
	Stephen
	Acts 7:55
	Sometime 33-35 A.D.
	Jerusalem
	Just before being stoned to death outside the city gates he “looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.”

	14.
	Paul 
	1 Cor 9:1; 15:8 
	Not specified
	Near Damascus 
	As Paul traveled toward Damascus to persecute believers, Jesus identified himself and spoke to him. Paul was blinded for three days. Paul saw Jesus but the time of his appearance is not clear (see Acts 9:3–18). Paul’s own account of the event near Damascus tells of seeing a light and hearing the Savior’s voice (see Acts 22:5–11; 26:12–18). Other participants speak of seeing a light but not hearing a voice (see Acts 9:7 JST).

	15.
	John 
	Rev. 1:9–18 
	Sometime 81-96 A.D.
	Isle of Patmos, Aegean Sea 
	Jesus appeared to John, spoke to him, and touched him with his hand. “His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire.”

	16.
	2,500 Nephites 
	3 Nephi 11–26 
	About 34 A.D., soon
after the ascension 
	Bountiful, Americas, round
about the temple 
	The multitude saw Jesus, heard him, and went forth one by one. They touched him and knew of a surety that he had risen. Jesus visited the Nephites several times. 3 Nephi 26:13 – “…After that he did show himself unto them oft, and did break bread oft, and bless it, and give it unto them.

	17.
	The Nephite Twelve 
	3 Nephi 27:1 – 28:12 
	After previous appearance to the Nephite people 
	Not specified 
	“The disciples were gathered together and were united in mighty prayer and fasting.  And Jesus again showed himself unto them… and stood in the midst of them, and said unto them: What will ye that I shall give unto you? …He spake unto his disciples, one by one, saying unto them: What is it that ye desire of me, after that I am gone to the Father?” He touched all but three with his finger, and those three would remain on earth until his second coming.

	18.
	The lost tribes of Israel 
	3 Nephi 16:1–5; 17:4 
	Soon after visit to Nephites 
	Not specified 
	Jesus said he would show himself to the “other sheep” and they would hear his voice. “But now I go unto the Father, and also to show myself unto the lost tribes of Israel, for they are not lost unto the Father, for he knoweth whither he hath taken them.”

	19.
	Mormon
	Mormon 1:15
	Not specified
	Not specified 
	“And I, being fifteen years of age and being somewhat of a sober mind, therefore I was visited of the Lord, and tasted and knew of the goodness of Jesus.”

	20.
	Moroni 
	Ether 12:39 
	Not specified 
	Not specified 
	“And then shall ye know that I have seen Jesus, and that he hath talked with me face to face, and that he told me in plain humility, even as a man telleth another in mine own language, concerning these things.”


(This table was adapted from Charting The New Testament by FARMS, chart #10-18.)

Modern Appearances as Found in Scripture

	#
	Persons Visited
	Reference
	Date Or Time
	Place
	What Transpired

	1.
	Joseph Smith 
	JSH 16-17 
	Early in the spring, 1820
	Palmyra, NY 
	“When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air.”

	2.
	Joseph Smith & Sidney Rigdon 
	D&C 76 
	Feb. 1832
	Hiram, Ohio 
	“And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him, this is the testimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he lives!” They also saw the 3 degrees of glory.  An experience so great it is called “The Vision”. One witness, Philo Dibble, present in the room recalled that the two men sat motionless for about an hour. One would say, "What do I see," and describe it, and the other would say, "I see the same" (Juvenile Instructor 27:303-304).

	3.
	Joseph Smith
	D&C 137
	Jan., 1836
	Temple, Kirtland, Ohio
	The heavens were opened upon us, and I beheld the celestial kingdom of God… I saw the transcendent beauty of the gate through which the heirs of that kingdom will enter, which was like unto circling flames of fire; Also the blazing throne of God, whereon was seated the Father and the Son. I saw the beautiful streets of that kingdom, which had the appearance of being paved with gold.”

	4.
	Joseph

Smith & Oliver Cowdery 
	D&C 110: 1–10
	April, 1836
	Temple, Kirtland, Ohio
	“…The Lord standing upon the breastwork of the pulpit …His eyes were as a flame of fire; the hair of his head was white like the pure snow; his countenance shone above the brightness of the sun; and his voice was as the sound of the rushing of great waters, even the voice of Jehovah, saying: I am the first and the last; I am he who liveth, I am he who was slain; I am your advocate with the Father.”


