The Revelation of John

The Number 7 - An Example of the Symbolism

	1:4, 11 
	Seven churches in Asia

	1:12-13 
	Seven golden candlesticks

	1:16
	Seven stars

	4:5 
	Seven lamps of fire, the seven Spirits of God

	5:1, 5
	A book with seven seals

	5:6 
	The lamb with seven horns and seven eyes

	8:2, 6
	Seven angels with seven trumpets

	10:3-4
	Seven thunders

	11:13 
	Seven thousand men killed by an earthquake

	12:3
	A dragon with seven heads and seven crowns

	13:1
	A beast from the sea with seven heads

	15:1, 6, 8; 16:1; 21:9
	Seven angels bringing seven plagues

	15:7; 17:1
	Seven angels and seven golden vials

	17:3, 7 
	A woman sitting on a seven-headed beast

	17:10-11
	Seven kings


(Charting the New Testament, FARMS, chart #17-1)
Common Themes:  Genesis 2–3 & Revelation 2–3

The Garden of Eden was a holy, sacred place. In many ways, it was a prototype of the temple built in Jerusalem, where mankind could again seek to stand in the presence of God, as had Adam and Eve. [This chart] identifies 7 temple elements in the primal account of Genesis 2–3. For example, the tree of life is present, clothing is given by God, and names are given. Prominent in the book of Revelation is the New Jerusalem, which houses the heavenly temple in which the Lord and his Saints shall dwell (Rev 21).

	
	Eden (the first temple on earth) and Afterward
	Temple Of Heaven

	1. Tree
	Adam and Eve are forbidden to eat the fruit of the tree of life (Gen 2:17).
	The elect will partake of the fruit of the tree of life (Rev 2:7).

	2. Death
	Death enters the world because of the transgression of Adam and Eve. (2:17, 3:3)
	The elect will not be hurt by the second death. (2:11)

	3. Bread / Manna
	Adam and Eve eat bread by sweat. (3:19)
	The elect will eat the hidden manna (2:17).

	4. Dominion
	Adam and Eve replenish and subdue the earth and have dominion over the animal kingdom. (1:28)
	The elect will have power over the nations (2:26).

	5. Sacred
	God made coats of skins, clothing Adam and Eve (3:21).
	The elect will be clothed in white raiment (3:5).

	6. Expulsion / Return
	The Lord “sent [Adam and Eve] forth from the garden” and “drove out” the man and the woman (3:23–24).
	The elect will reenter and symbolically become pillars in the temple, possessing eternal temple access (3:12).

	7. Receiving
	God “called their name Adam [humankind] in the day when they were created” (5:2).
	The elect of God will receive the name of God and Christ as a new name (3:12).


(Charting the New Testament, FARMS, chart #17-3)
Earthly and Heavenly Temples

FARMS - [In 2003 British biblical scholar Margaret Barker lectured at BYU saying] a grasp of the ancient temple is essential to a proper understanding of the New Testament, and she noted the temple’s connection with such matters as the story of the creation (etc.) … She emphasized the significance of such figures as Enoch and Melchizedek, and the significance of the priesthood of Melchizedek. (Insights, Aug. 2003)
By the time [the book of Revelation] was given to John, the temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed.  Its eternal renewal and perpetual blessings were the hope and joy of the Revelator.

	
	
	Earthly
	Heavenly

	1.
	Slain Lamb of God 
	Ex 29:39 
	Rev 5:6 

	2.
	Holy of Holies
	Ex 26:25–33 
	Rev 4:1–10 

	3.
	Holy place
	1 Kings 7:50 
	Heb 9:11–12, 24 

	4.
	Altar of sacrifice
	Ex 30:10 
	Rev 6:9 

	5.
	Four horns of the altar
	Ex 27:1–2; 39:39 
	Rev 9:13 

	6.
	Altar of incense
	Ex 30:1–6; 39:38 
	Rev 8:3–5 

	7.
	Incense
	Ex 30:34–36 
	Rev 5:8; 8:3–4 

	8.
	Incense bowls
	Num 7:13–37; 1Kgs 7:50 
	Rev 5:8 

	9.
	Ark of the Covenant
	Ex 25 
	Rev 11:19 

	10.
	High Priest
	Heb 4:14 
	Heb 9:6–7 

	11.
	Priestly officiants 
	Ps 110:4; Heb 7:17 
	Rev 8:2–5 

	12.
	Trumpet 
	Ex 19:13, 16, 19 
	Rev 8:2, 6 

	13.
	Sacral vestments 
	Ex 29, 39 
	Rev 4:4; 6:11; 15:6 

	14.
	Golden censer 
	1Kgs 7:50 
	Rev 8:3–5 

	15.
	Seven-branched lampstand 
	Ex 26:35 
	Rev 1:12 

	16.
	Worshipers 
	Numerous references 
	Rev 5:11; 7:9; 19:6 

	17.
	Rites 
	Numerous references
	Rev 4:8–11; 8:2–5; 15:1–8 

	18.
	Priests or elders 
	1 Chr 23:3–6 24 
	Rev 4:4, 10; 5:8; D&C 77:5 

	19.
	Cherubim
	Ex 25:18, 22; 1Kgs 6:23–28 
	 

	20.
	Four living creatures 
	
	Rev 4:6–8; D&C 77:2–3 

	21.
	Mercy seat or throne 
	Ex 25:22; Lev 16:2 
	Ps 11:4; Rev 7:9; 16:17 

	22.
	“Worldly sanctuary”
	Heb 9:1–2 
	 

	23.
	“Temple in heaven”
	
	Rev 7:15; 14:17; 15:5; 16:17 

	24.
	“True tabernacle”
	
	Heb 8:2


(Charting the New Testament, FARMS, chart #17-4)
The Seven Churches

	
	
	Divine Commission
	Recognition
	Criticism
	Admonition
	Descriptive Statement About Jesus Christ
	Call To Hear
	Sacred Promises Related To The Temple

	1.
	EPHESUS 
(Rev 2:1–7)
	Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write;
	I know thy works …
	Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
	Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works …
	These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
	To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

	2.
	SMYRNA 
(Rev 2:8–11)
	And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write;
	I know thy works …
	And I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not …
	Be thou faithful unto death …
	These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
	He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

	3.
	PERGAMOS (Rev 2:12–17)
	And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write;
	I know thy works …
	But I have a few things against thee …
	Repent …
	These things saith he which hath the sharp sword with two edges;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;
	To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

	4.
	THYATIRA 
(Rev 2:18–29)
	And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write;
	I know thy works …
	Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee …
	But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
	These things saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
	And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them … even as I received of my Father. And I will give him the morning star.

	5.
	SARDIS 
(Rev 3:1–6)
	And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write;
	I know thy works …
	Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee …
	But that which ye have already hold fast till I come.
	These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
	He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

	6.
	PHILADELPHIA
(Rev 3:7–13)
	And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write;
	I know thy works …
	Behold, I will make them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not …
	Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
	These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; the creation of God; and shutteth and no man openeth;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches. 
	Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem … and I will write upon him my new name.

	7.
	LAODICEA 
(Rev 3:14–21)
	And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write;
	I know thy works …
	Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing …
	Be zealous therefore, and repent …
	These things saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;
	He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.
	To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.


(Charting the New Testament, FARMS, chart #17-2.  Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)

Presentation Notes

Bible Dictionary, “Revelation of John”, p. 762.  Use this as the majority of the material for the lesson.


Provide highlighter pencils.

1. Ask: “This lesson is on the Book of Revelation.  What things come to mind when you think of this book?”  Write them on the board.

2. Ask: “Imagine that the Book of Revelation wasn’t in the Bible.  Imagine that it gets delivered to the church for the first time in the next General Conference.  How do think the members would react?  How would you feel - worried, confused or comforted?”  Write the responses on the board.

3. “I wish we had a handy guide to help us understand the Book of Revelation.”  Introduce the entry in the Bible Dictionary.  Have someone read the first 2 paragraphs: 

a. Ask one to read while another recaps the best bits.  Ask them to highlight certain parts.

b. Review the 1st side of the handout.

4. Bible Dictionary, “Some Guidelines to Understanding”, 1st half of #1.  Have someone read it then review the chart “The Seven Churches”.

5. Bible Dictionary, “Some Guidelines to Understanding”, 2nd half of #1, plus #2 and #3.  Have someone read it.  Say that much of this is handled in lessons on the Second Coming.  

a. Have the class members take turns reading the chapter headings of chapters 4 –22 (starting p. 1568).

b. Look at Nephi’s “guided tour” in 1 Nephi 11-14.  Divide the class into halves.  Ask them to scan the chapter headings and any highlighted verses and find what Nephi’s guide or guides showed him.

6. Bible Dictionary, “Some Points of Doctrine”:  

a. Divide the class into halves.  Ask them to scan the list and pick out what to them are the 3 coolest points.  If there’s time, have them read a scripture for each.  Compare results when they’re done.

b. Ask them to highlight the reference in #4 to D&C 77, because that section in the D&C is a treasure of understanding.  Ask them to turn to it and see why.

7. Review Hymn #58, Come, Ye Children of the Lord.

Additional Material

The book of Revelation is one of the plainest books God ever caused to be written. – Joseph Smith  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 290)

· Chapter headings in the Book of Revelation, plus the footnotes.

· D&C 77 for 15 questions and answers 

· “Revelation of John” in the Bible Dictionary.

· Look up individual symbols in the Topical Guide
· “Seeing the Book of Revelation as a Book of Revelation”, an article at the Maxwell Institute by
 Gerald N. Lund, also in the Ensign, December 1987.

· “Understanding the Book of Revelation”, an article at the Maxwell Institute by Bruce R. McConkie

· Institute Manual on the New Testament
