Rumor Goodies


Did Shakespeare translate 
portions of the Bible?

Shakespeare was baptized on April 26, 1564. The Authorized Version [of the Bible] was being revised in 1610, by which time Shakespeare would have been 46. In the King James version of Psalm 46, counting 46 words down from the top, we find "shake", and counting 46 words up from the bottom, we find "spear". [The word] "selah" doesn't count -- it is sprinkled throughout the Bible as a sort of punctuation mark.  This kind of word-game is not out of character with someone who delighted in puns and puzzles, and it is also a plausible personal signature, a discrete Easter Egg, possible in a project that was, with good purpose, intended to be as anonymous as possible -- the members of the commission weren't interested in tooting their own horn; they simply wanted to make the Bible accessible … The bard would have been pleased by the speculation and by the discovery of his signature (deliberate or not) in a psalm ... (http://www.fulmerford.com/strobe/reviews/shakes.html)
Some have claimed that the renowned playwright William Shakespeare was involved in the translation, pointing to Psalms 46 as proof, where, counting 46 words from the beginning, one comes upon the word "shake", and counting 46 words backwards from the end, one comes upon the word "spear". Most scholars dismiss claims of Shakespeare's involvement in translating the King James Version, and in particular reject such purported evidence as this example. Notably, the Geneva Bible and several other earlier translations contained the same coincidence, despite several of them being published before or just shortly after Shakespeare's birth.  (www.answers.com/topic/king-james-version-of-the-bible)
[Will] Kinney provides all of the evidence needed to silence anyone making this wacky claim by pointing out that the same words appeared in Taverners Psalm of 1539, Matthews Bible of 1551, as well as the Great Bible of 1569 and the Geneva of 1599. Shakespeare was born in 1564 and died in 1616.  (http://av1611.com/kjbp/ridiculous-kjv-bible-corrections/psalm-46-Shakespeare-in-KJV.html)
Although the King James Version is the hallmark of English Bibles, it is in reality a revision of earlier English translations … About 92 percent of [the] Tyndale [version] has survived in the King James Version. And Tyndale borrowed much from [the] Wycliffe [version].  (Robert J. Matthews, A Bible! A Bible!, p. 9-10.)

 SHAPE 



Is there such thing as a magical “spear of destiny”, which supposedly pierced Jesus’ side?

The phrase “spear of destiny” does not appear at all in a search of the hundreds of LDS books on the Gospelink CD-ROM.  Nor does it show up at the Maxwell Institute’s website or at Lds.org.  There is a nice write-up on it at Wikipedia - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spear_of_destiny.  Bottom line: no validity.

 SHAPE 



Is there a mysterious curse
upon the waters?

D&C 61:3-28 talks in depth about the curse upon the waters.  Below are some quotes from Latter-Day Prophets and the Doctrine and Covenants by Roy W. Doxey, vol. 2, p. 280-282.  [Our comment is that based on these passages the curse doesn't seem to be any more mysterious than merely that oceans and rivers are dangerous to travel on or be around.  The explanations are not completely satisfying to us because catastrophes both manmade and natural happen on land as well.  We wonder if the word "waters" might mean more than just rivers and oceans in the physical sense, but to nations or regions of the earth on the other side of those waters.  Revelation 15:17 says, "And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues."  To a Middle Easterner perhaps any country that required getting to via ship or even by ferry might be considered a country that was "upon" the waters.]

Joseph Smith - On the 9th, in company with ten Elders, I left Independence Landing for Kirtland. We started down the river in canoes, and went the first day as far as Fort Osage, where we had an excellent wild turkey for supper. Nothing very important occurred till the third day, when many of the dangers so common upon the western waters, manifested themselves; and after we had encamped upon the bank of the river, at McIlwaine's Bend, Brother [William W.] Phelps, in open vision by daylight, saw the destroyer in his most horrible power, ride upon the face of the waters; others heard the noise, but saw not the vision.  The next morning after prayer, I received the following: [D&C 61:1 follows.] (HC 1:202-3, August 9-12, 1831, McIlwaine's Bend, Missouri.)

Joseph Fielding Smith - In the beginning the Lord blessed the waters and cursed the land, but in these last days this was reversed, the land was to be blessed and the waters to be cursed. A little reflection will bear witness to the truth of this declaration. In the early millenniums of this earth's history, men did not understand the composition of the soils, and how they needed building up when crops were taken from them. The facilities at the command of the people were primitive and limited, acreage under cultivation was limited, famines were prevalent, and the luxuries which we have today were not obtainable. 

Some one may rise up and say that the soil in those days was just as productive as now, and this may be the case. It is not a matter of dispute, but the manner of cultivation did not lend itself to the abundant production which we are receiving today. It matters not what the causes were, in those early days of world history, there could not be the production, nor the varieties of fruits coming from the earth, and the Lord can very properly speak of this as a curse, or the lack of blessing, upon the land.  In those early periods we have every reason to believe that the torrents, floods, and the dangers upon the waters were not as great as they are today, and by no means as great as what the Lord has promised us. 

The early mariners among the ancients traversed seas as they knew them in that day in comparative safety … Today this manner of travel in such boats would be of the most dangerous and risky nature. Moreover, we have seen the dangers upon the waters increase until the hearts of men failed them, and only the brave, and those who were compelled to travel the seas, ventured out upon them. In regard to the Missouri-Mississippi waters, we have seen year by year great destruction upon them, and coming from them. Millions upon millions of dollars, almost annually are lost by this great stream overflowing its banks. Many have lost their lives in the sea floods as they sweep over the land, and even upon this apparently tranquil, or sluggish stream there can arise storms that bring destruction. Verily the word of the Lord has been, and is being, fulfilled in relation to those waters. While the Lord has spoken of the sea heaving itself beyond its bounds, and the waves roaring, yet we must include the great destruction upon the waters by means of war, and especially by submarine warfare as we have learned of it in recent years. (CHMR, 1947, 1:206-7.)

LeGrand Richards - You will recall that in the early days of the gathering of the Saints it was considered as good as an insurance policy when a company of Latter-day Saints embarked on a vessel crossing the Atlantic. I recall reading in my grandfather's diary of a time when the boat upon which he was sailing was in great jeopardy, so much so that the captain of the boat came to him and pleaded with him to intercede with the Lord in behalf of the boat and her passengers; and grandfather, remembering that he had been promised that he should have power over the elements, walked out on the deck of the boat and raised his hands to high heaven and rebuked the sea and the waves, and they were immediately calmed, and the appreciation of the captain of the boat was so great that he offered him the use of his private quarters during the balance of the journey. (Conference Report, April 1941, p. 84.) 

Joseph Fielding Smith - The Lord revealed to these brethren some of the power of the adversary of mankind and how he rides upon the storm, as a means of affording them protection. They were commanded to use judgment as they traveled upon these waters, and the Saints coming to Zion were instructed to travel by land on their way up to Zion. Moreover, notwithstanding the great power of Satan upon the waters, the Lord still held command and he could protect his people whether on land or by water as they journeyed.

Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon were commanded that they were not to preach among the people on their return journey until they came to the city of Cincinnati, and there they were to raise their voices "among the congregations of the wicked," for the anger of the Lord was kindled against their wickedness, "a people who are well-nigh ripened for destruction." At the time of this revelation Cincinnati was only a village, yet it was like other western towns, such as Independence, the gathering place of many who had been forced to flee from the larger cities because of the violation of the law. In all the border towns in that day wickedness to a very great extent prevailed. After fulfilling their mission in Cincinnati these two brethren were to continue their journey back to Kirtland. (CHMR, 1947, 1:207-8.)

Did Joseph Smith have a magical 
amulet called the Jupiter Talisman?

Richard Lloyd Anderson -  And no more than this can be made of the so-called Jupiter talisman, supposedly in possession of Joseph Smith at Carthage. Mention of this first surfaced in 1937 when Charles Bidamon, who had been reared by Emma, listed items for sale that supposedly came from Joseph Smith. One was listed as "a silver pocket piece which was in the Prophet's pocket at the time of his assassination." Wilford Wood, a collector of Mormon memorabilia, purchased it in 1938 and received Bidamon's certificate that the Prophet possessed it when murdered. But Charles Bidamon was born twenty years after the Martyrdom; he claimed Emma as his source and said that "she prized this piece very highly on account of its being one of the Prophet's intimate possessions." One might wonder what is sales talk and what is history sixty years after Emma's death, particularly when one of her own sons should have retained the coin if it meant that much to their father.

Nor does the Jupiter talisman clear the next historical hurdle. James W. Woods was Joseph Smith's "principal lawyer" at the end. He went to Carthage with him, at Joseph's request went to Nauvoo the morning of the Martyrdom, and rode back to Carthage the next day to help recover the bodies. Later he gave detailed memories, copying "a receipt from Joe Smith's wife of the articles I found upon the person of Joe Smith." It was dated a week after the murder and signed by Emma, obviously at a time when she could begin to handle practical details. But the lawyer evidently collected the Prophet's personal effects the day after the Martyrdom. Emma signed for "one hundred and thirty-five dollars and fifty cents in gold and silver," along with the Prophet's gold ring and a half dozen other pocket items. But this detailed inventory names no item like the Bidamon talisman. The charm was distinct from money--it was an inch-and-a-half in diameter and covered with symbols and a prayer on one side and square of sixteen Hebrew characters on the other. 

To some, the talisman shows that the Nauvoo leader was tainted by traditional magic. But the Jupiter piece does not survive cross-examination any better than the Hyrum Smith family parchments. Joseph's possession of the talisman at any point of his life cannot be proved, nor can the talisman's meaning to him be explained, if he used it. On one side, the square of Jewish letters is bordered by several Hebrew words for the divine "Father." The other face has mystical symbols and an unpolished Latin sentence, "confermo O Deus potentissimus," apparently intended to mean, "Strengthen {me}, Almighty God." Basic studies in both languages gave the Prophet the ability to recognize these Hebrew or Latin devotional terms. If he ever favored the coin, it could be for its divine names and the prayer alone.  ("The Mature Joseph Smith and Treasure Searching", BYU Studies, v. 24, no. 4, Fall, 1984.)

Is Revelations 1:16 evidence of 
gods above Heavenly Father?
Revelations 1:16 - King James Version - And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

New International Version - To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

Amplified Bible - And formed us into a kingdom (a royal race), priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the power and the majesty and the dominion throughout the ages and forever and ever. Amen (so be it).

Young’s Literal Translation - and did make us kings and priests to his God and Father, to him [is] the glory and the power to the ages of the ages! Amen.

Joseph Smith – [Regarding Revelation 1:6]  It is altogether correct in the translation … The apostles have discovered that there were Gods above.  God was the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  My object was to preach the scripture and preach the doctrine, there being a God above the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I am bold to declare I have taught all the strong doctrines publicly, and always stronger than what I preach in private. John was one of the men and the apostles [to] declare they were made kings and priests unto God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It reads just so, hence the doctrine of a plurality of Gods is as prominent in the Bible as any doctrine.  It is all over the face of the Bible.  It stands beyond the power of controversy … Paul says, "There are gods many, and lords many" (1 Cor. 8:5).  I want to set it in a plain, simple manner.  But to us, there is but one God pertaining to us, in all, through all … (Kent P. Jackson, comp. and ed., Joseph Smith's Commentary on the Bible, p. 217.)

Larsens – From the perspective of non-LDS people, the translations that we currently have of the Bible do not support us using this passage as evidence that there are gods above Heavenly Father.  The passage could easily be interpreted as referring to the Savior as “God” and “his Father” being our Heavenly Father.  For Mormons we only have the lone quote from Joseph Smith (that we have found so far), and every other commentator only quotes of him.  The idea has its appeal but as far as validity and evidence so far, if it was a bridge we would not walk on it.  “We believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.”  Like Alma says, “Now these mysteries are not yet fully made known unto me; therefore I shall forbear.”  (Alma 37:11)

Did Joseph Smith say that if we knew 
what he did we would not hurt a fly?

We searched the Gospelink 2001 CD-ROM of church books for these phrases – “hurt a fly”, “hurt a flee” and “harm a fly”.  We then searched books specifically authored by Joseph Smith  for the words “fly”, “flea”, “hurt” and “harm”.  We never found this saying.  The closest we came was this –

In pitching my tent we found three massasaugas or prairie rattlesnakes, which the brethren were about to kill, but I said, "Let them alone—don't hurt them! How will the serpent ever lose its venom, while the servants of God possess the same disposition, and continue to make war upon it? Men must become harmless before the brute creation, and when men lose their vicious dispositions and cease to destroy the animal race, the lion and the lamb can dwell together, and the sucking child can play with the serpent in safety." The brethren took the serpents carefully on sticks and carried them across the creek. I exhorted the brethren not to kill a serpent, bird, or an animal of any kind during our journey unless it became necessary in order to preserve ourselves from hunger. 

I had frequently spoken on this subject, when on a certain occasion I came up to the brethren who were watching a squirrel on a tree, and to prove them and to know if they would heed my counsel, I took one of their guns, shot the squirrel and passed on, leaving the squirrel on the ground. Brother Orson Hyde, who was just behind, picked up the squirrel, and said, "We will cook this, that nothing may be lost." I perceived that the brethren understood what I did it for, and in their practice gave more heed to my precept than to my example, which was right.  (History of the Church, v. 2, p. 71-72)

Miscellaneous Goodies from LdsCes.org
The Church Education System has advised institute and seminary teachers that the following rumors are false -

· Select members are being called on missions to China. The rumor claims that someone in a relative's ward, or in a friend's ward, received a letter extending a mission call but the field of service was left blank.

· A tour to England by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir was cancelled and thereby saved them from being in the terrorist bombings at the King’s Cross train tunnel in 2005.

· Soldiers in a Utah National Guard Unit in Iraq are “Modern Day Stripling Warriors.”

· A General Authority has supposedly said: “You were once generals in the war in heaven and one day, when you are again in the spirit world, you will be enthralled with those whom you will associate with.  You will ask someone in which time period they lived and you might hear, ‘I was with Moses when he parted the Red Sea,’ or ‘I helped build the pyramids,’ or ‘I fought with Captain Moroni.’ As you are standing there in amazement someone will turn to you and ask, ‘which of the prophets’ time did you live in?’ When you say, ‘Gordon B. Hinckley’s …,’ a hush will fall over every hall and corridor in heaven and all in attendance will bow at your presence. You were held back 6000 years because you were the most talented, the most obedient, the most courageous, and the most righteous. Are you still?”

Was there a prophecy by a Catholic 
monk who foretold the restoration?

Paul B. Pixton – [While on my mission] I acquired a most intriguing note from a fellow missionary: a "prophesy" by a Catholic monk named Lutius Gratus from the year 1739, the original of which was said to be found in the library of the University of Basel in Switzerland. This amazing document foretold the coming forth of the true church of God within one hundred years, a church which would be led by prophets and elders bearing the priesthood of old; the tiny band of faithful followers of these divinely ordained men would be persecuted and killed until at length they found refuge in the valley of a great salten sea; there they would cause the land to burst forth in blossoms, build a temple of indescribable beauty, and gather the righteous from the four corners of the earth, all in anticipation of the day when the Lord God would visit the wicked with his destructive fury.

… Several have checked with the University Library of Basel [where the document is rumored to be] … but have failed to find the prophecy recorded.  Those who have checked were President Rulon S. Wells, of the First Council of Seventy, President David L. McDonald, President of the Swiss Mission in 1901, and Elder Max Zimmer … The Church Historian's Office holds no credency to the prophecy, and its circulation should be discontinued.  ("Play It Again, Sam": The Remarkable "Prophesy"of Samuel Lutz, Alias Christophilus Gratianus, Reconsidered, BYU Studies, v. 25, no. 3, Summer 1985. The article goes into depth about the history of the rumor and chasing down the details.)

Can even the very elect be deceived?

No! False! Wrong-o!  See the document named “Very Elect Will NOT Be Deceived.doc”.

Could the Holy Ghost not be on earth 
during the Lord's mortal ministry?
See the document named “Holy Ghost During Jesus's Ministry.doc”.

Will the New Jerusalem be called
the “center stake” of Zion?
Orson Pratt - Let me here take the liberty to say to this congregation that the City of Zion when it is built in Jackson County, will not be called a Stake. We can find no mention in all the revelations that God has given, that the City of Zion is to be the Centre Stake of Zion; the Lord never called it a Stake in any revelation that has been given. It is to be the head quarters, it is to be the place where the Son of Man will come and dwell, where He will have a Temple, in which Temple there will be a throne prepared where Jesus will dwell in the midst of His people; it will be the great central city, and the outward branches will be called Stakes wherever they shall be organized as such.   (Journal of Discourses, v. 22, p. 35–36)
At some point in our lives, will we be
forsaken as Jesus was on the cross?

The answer might depend on the what we mean by forsaken.  See “Forsaken.doc.”

Will we all look the same 
after this life?

Good grief.  See the handout titled “Look the Same.doc”.

Did Joseph Fielding Smith 
Say That No Rocket Would 
Ever Reach the Moon?

See the excellent write-up at FairLDS.org. http://www.fairlds.org/Bible/Nature_of_Prophets_and_Prophecy.html  Below is an excerpt -
John A. Tvedtnes - In January 1970, six months after the first Apollo moon landing, Joseph Fielding Smith became President of the LDS Church.  Some anti-Mormon groups took delight in pointing out that he had, during his tenure as an Apostle, declared that it was "doubtful that man will ever be permitted to make any instrument or ship to travel through space and visit the moon or any distant planet."http://www.fairlds.org/Bible/Nature_of_Prophets_and_Prophecy.html (Answers to Gospel Questions, v. 2, p. 191)  What these same critics failed to point out was that President Smith never attributed his belief to a revelation from God.  Indeed, many of his generation held the same opinion, and all were surprised-but delighted-when proven wrong.  Incorrect opinions do not make false prophets.  Some of the Bible's foremost prophets, such as Moses and Jeremiah, objected that their lack of eloquence made them unsuited to fill the role the Lord had cut out for them.  God overruled these opinions and sent them on their way.  (“The Nature of Prophets and Prophecy”, )
Similar articles –

· “Joseph Smith and Moonmen” - http://en.fairmormon.org/Joseph_Smith_and_moonmen
· " Brigham Young and Moonmen” - http://en.fairmormon.org/Brigham_Young_and_moonmen


Were There Pre-Adamites?

John A. Widstoe - BELIEF in pre-Adamites is very old. While it appears in many forms, it usually assumes that a people lived in "the land of Nod," contemporaneously with Adam and Eve. Commonly it also provides Adam with another wife, one "Lilith." This belief cannot be accepted, since it is not supported by historical facts. Indeed, it is cluttered up with the unsupported imagination and superstitions, handed down from the past and gathered through the centuries.

In recent times, however, in the days of modern science, discoveries have been made which have revived the discussion of pre-Adamites. Fragments of skeletons of human-like beings, believed to antedate the present human race have been found. Sometimes the finds have been slight, a tooth, leg bones, a partial skull. Yet, examined in the light of modern knowledge, they would seem to belong to races not now on earth. Other finds have been more extensive. Caves have been discovered with pictures on the walls of subjects, chiefly animals, indicating a past age. Ancient lake dwellings and the contents of kitchen middens add to the opinion that manlike beings lived on earth long ages ago, before the coming of the human race. These finds cover all the continents of the earth.

So many such discoveries have accumulated that students of the subject have tried to reconstruct parts of the story of these pre-human creatures. Several races and their habitat have been set up. A large, well formed race, known as the Neanderthal men are said to have lived in Europe and beyond. In time they became extinct, and disappeared utterly from their former haunts. Following them came the Cro-Magnons. They roamed over Europe and beyond. Finally they died out also, and vanished from the earth. The histories of these and other supposed races of manlike creatures are much the same as of many other forms of life that have lived on earth, but have long since disappeared-as for example, the dinosaurs.

Admittedly, much of the so-called knowledge about human-like beings before the coming of the human race is in the region of inference or hypothesis. The discoveries are here. They can not be denied; but the inferences from them are subject to constant revision.

… In the present state of knowledge, scientific or revealed directly, it is folly to worry about pre-Adamites. Speculation about them, whether such people ever lived, what they did, what became of them, or their relation to the children of Adam, leads nowhere. It only confuses the mind. Latter-day Saints accept all discovered facts, but hold theories in abeyance. Latter-day Saints are content to know that much is yet to be learned; they wait, therefore, patiently, for the larger day of knowledge, without disturbing the equanimity of their lives.  (Improvement Era, 1948)
Francis M. Gibbons - A manuscript written by Elder B. H. Roberts speculated that there were pre-Adamite inhabitants of the earth. Elder Roberts refused to follow the request of the committee that these speculations be deleted and withdrew the manuscript from publication. (It was eventually published many years after Elder Roberts's death.) There followed a public dialogue between Elder Smith and Elder Roberts in which their conflicting views about pre-Adamites and the age of the earth were discussed. At the request of President Heber J. Grant, they discontinued the public discussion while retaining their private views. Years later, after the deaths of Elder Roberts and President Grant, Joseph Fielding Smith published a book entitled Man, His Origin and Destiny, which outlined his views on these subjects.  (Dynamic Disciples, Prophets of God: Life Stories of the Presidents of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, p. 225–226)
Morris S. Peterson - The different roles science and religion play is illustrated in a study of the dinosaurs.  From the fossil record it is theorized that the dinosaurs were the dominant animals on earth between 225 and 67 million years ago. Some were meat-eating, others lived on plants. Some were small, while others were gigantic, weighing up to seventy-two metric tons and growing to lengths of more than twenty-seven meters.

The existence of these animals is unquestionable, for their remains have been found in rocks all over the world. What eternal purpose they played in the creation and early history of the world is unknown. The scriptures do not discuss the subject of dinosaurs, and it is not the purpose of science to explain why they were here. We can only conclude, as Elder Talmage did, that “The whole series of chalk deposits and many of our deep-sea limestones contain the skeletal remains of animals. These lived and died, age after age, while the earth was not ready for human habitation.”  (“Questions and Answers,” Tambuli (foreign version of the Ensign), Apr. 1988, p. 29)

Hugh Nibley - Do not begrudge existence to creatures that looked like men long, long ago, nor deny them a place in God's affection ...  Nor am I overly concerned as to just when they might have lived, for their world is not our world.  They had all gone away long before our people ever appeared.  God assigned them their proper times and functions, as he has given me mine—a full-time job that admonishes me to remember his words to the overly eager Moses: "For mine own purpose have I made these things.  Here is wisdom and it remaineth in me.”  (Moses 1:31)  It is Adam as my own parent who concerns me.  When he walks onto the stage, then and only then the play begins.  He opens a book and starts calling out names.  They are the sons of Adam, who also qualify as sons of God, Adam himself being a son of God.  This is the book of remembrance from which many have been blotted out.  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 82–83)

Is the Church growing more rapidly now?

See the numbers and charts here: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Church_of_Jesus_Christ_of_Latter-day_Saints_membership_history
(By Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
