The Date of the Second Coming

 “The Rising Generation Shall Not Taste Death”

Joseph Smith - There are those of the rising generation who shall not taste death till Christ comes. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 286)
Bruce R. McConkie - The rising generation is the one that has just begun.  Thus, technically, children born on April 6, 1843, would be the first members of the rising generation, and all children born, however many years later, to the same parents would still be members of that same rising generation.  It is not unreasonable to suppose that many young men had babies at the time of this prophecy and also had other children as much as 50 or 75 years later, assuming for instance that they were married again to younger women.  This very probable assumption would bring the date up to, say, the 2nd decade in the 20th century—and the children so born would be members of that same rising generation of which the Prophet spoke.  Now if these children lived to the normal age of men generally, they would be alive well past the year 2000 A. D.  (Doctrinal New Testament Commentary, v1, p. 666)  

Teachers’ Note: In our opinion Elder McConkie’s explanation pushes the meaning of “rising generation” to an unreasonable extreme.  Another and perhaps better line of thought is to look at the origin of Joseph’s quote.  The book Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith was published by Joseph Fielding Smith in 1976.  He compiled the quotes using the diaries available to him at the time, rewording some of them here and there.  The original quote is not directly from any writing by Joseph Smith, but is from a diary account by Willard Richards of a speech made by Joseph Smith on 6 April 1843.  Joseph Fielding Smith used Willard Richard’s quote word-for-word.  Interestingly however there are accounts from two other people that day, but neither of them mention the quote.  Even if Br. Richards is accurate, the quote is not as solid as something that is an officially published statement by the author, who had time to review his wording.  Quotes from those days are much better if they appeared in the magazine of the time, Times and Seasons, and were reviewed and proofread by the Prophet himself. 

Some Now Living

Wilford Woodruff - I do not believe that the day is very far distant when the revelations which God has given concerning the last days will have their fulfillment.  I believe there are many children now living in the mountains of Israel who will never taste of death, that is, they will dwell on the earth at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I will acknowledge that there is a great deal to be done, and the Lord has not revealed to man the day or the hour, but he has revealed the generation; and the fig trees are now putting forth their leaves in the eyes of all the nations, indicating the near approach of the second coming of the Son of Man.  It is my faith that hundreds and thousands of the children that have been given to us will be alive in the flesh when Christ comes in the clouds of heaven in power and great glory.  (Journal of Discourses, 18: 38.  June, 1875)
Lorenzo Snow - Many of you will be living in Jackson County and there you will be assisting in building the temple; and if you will not have seen the Lord Jesus at that time you may expect Him very soon, to see Him, to eat and drink with Him, to shake hands with Him and to invite Him to your houses as He was invited when He was here before.  I am saying things to you now of which I know something of the truth of them. (Deseret News, June 15, 1901)

James E. Talmage - The tribes shall come; they are not lost unto the Lord; they shall be brought forth as hath been predicted; and I say unto you there are those now living—aye, some here present—who shall live to read the records of the Lost Tribes of Israel, which shall be made one with the record of the Jews, or the Holy Bible, and the record of the Nephites, or the Book of Mormon, even as the Lord hath predicted; and those records, which the tribes lost to man but yet to be found again shall bring, shall tell of the visit of the resurrected Christ to them, after He had manifested Himself to the Nephites upon this continent. (Articles of Faith, p. 460.  Elder Talmage adds that this quote is “from address by the author, October 8, 1916, see Proceedings of 87th Semi-annual Conference of the Church.”  Bruce R. McConkie quotes the paragraph above in Mormon Doctrine, p. 458.)
Joseph Fielding Smith - I believe that the coming of the Son of God is not far away, how far I do not know, but I do know that it is over 100 years nearer than it was when Elijah the prophet came to the Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple on the 3rd day of April, 1836 … The day of the coming of the Lord is near.  I do not know when …  I sincerely believe it will come in the very day when some of us who are here today will be living upon the face of the earth ... When we become ripe in iniquity, then the Lord will come.  I get annoyed sometimes at some of our elders who when speaking say the Lord will come when we all become righteous enough to receive him.  The Lord is not going to wait for us to get righteous.  When he gets ready to come, he is going to come - when the cup of iniquity is full - and if we are not righteous then, it will be just too bad for us, for we will be classed among the ungodly, and we will be as stubble to be swept off the face of the earth, for the Lord says wickedness shall not stand … Do not think the Lord delays his coming, for he will come at the appointed time … (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 3, p. 2-3.  The address was given on April 5, 1936.)
D&C 130:14-15 - I was once praying very earnestly to know the time of the coming of the Son of Man, when I heard a voice repeat the following:  ‘Joseph, my son, if thou livest until thou art eighty-five years old, thou shalt see the face of the Son of Man; therefore let this suffice, and trouble me no more on this matter.’  16-17 - I was left thus, without being able to decide whether this coming referred to the beginning of the millennium or to some previous appearing, or whether I should die and thus see his face.  I believe the coming of the Son of Man will not be any sooner than that time.  [Joseph Smith was born Dec. 23, 1805, and would have been 85 in 1890.  What would be our thoughts if we did not have verses 16 and 17?  Note the Prophet speculates on the meaning, giving 4 possibilities.  In 1890 some saints thought the Second Coming was at hand.  The Lord was deliberately vague.  How has that helped us?]
The Half an Hour

Revelation 8:1 - And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.  (See also D&C 88:95.)
D&C 77:13 - Q. When are the things to be accomplished, which are written in the 9th chapter of Revelation?  A. They are to be accomplished after the opening of the seventh seal, before the coming of Christ.

Teachers’ Precise Prediction
· Seventh seal opened in the year 2000, or maybe it didn’t, give or take lots of years …

· There will be a pause for “half an hour”.  1 day in heaven = 1,000 earth years.  There are 48 half-hours in a day.  Half an hour in heaven  = 1,000 years divided by 48 = 21 years.

· Allow for plenty of PEC meetings and Ward Councils:  Add another 20 years.
· Compensate for MST (Mormon Standard Time):  Add 9 years.
· 2000 + 21 + 20 + 9.  We plainly see that the Second Coming with be in the year 2050, or maybe sooner, or maybe much later. 

Glen M. Leonard - “We have noticed in our experience,” the Deseret News editorialized on 3 August 1881, “that when persons belonging to this Church have attempted to fix dates to prophecies, no matter how plausible their arguments and apparently correct their calculations, they have made as lamentable failures as those adventist prognosticators who have spread consternation and dismay among simple people, and deluded their own followers into folly.”  General Authorities warned against the date-setting fad.  “We have had no authority given unto us,” President George Q. Cannon said in 1884, “no message to designate the hour nor the day, nor even the year when the Lord would make His appearance” (Journal of Discourses, 26:40).  Wise Latter-day Saints took this counsel, soundly based in scripture, and sought to be ready, through worthiness, no matter when the day came.  (Ensign, Aug. 1979, p. 43)
Myths

Graham W. Doxey – History has produced myths that sometimes parallel the prophecies of its future until it is difficult to untangle what the Lord has told us from things we’ve heard all our lives.  For instance:

1. We’re going to walk to Missouri to prepare for the Second Coming.

2. The entire Church will be gathered to Missouri. 

3. Immense destructions in Missouri preceding the Second Coming, so extensive that not a yellow dog will be left to wag his tail.  (“Missouri Myths”, Ensign, Apr. 1979, p. 64.  Each myth is fully answered in the article.)
Opinion

Bruce R. McConkie –There are statements in our literature by the early Brethren that we have interpreted to mean that the Negroes would not receive the priesthood in mortality.  I have said the same things, and people write me letters and say, “You said such and such, and how is it now that we do such and such?”  All I can say is that it is time disbelieving people repented and got in line and believed in a living, modern prophet.  Forget everything that I have said, or what President Brigham Young or President George Q. Cannon or whoever has said in days past that is contrary to the present revelation.  We spoke with a limited understanding and without the light and knowledge that now has come into the world.  (Doctrines of the Restoration, p. 164-165)
Joseph Fielding Smith - It makes no difference what is written or what anyone has said, if what has been said is in conflict with what the Lord has revealed, we can set it aside.  My word, and teachings of any other member of the Church, high or low, if they do not square with the revelations, we need not accept them.  Let us have this matter clear.  We have accepted the four standard works as the measuring yardsticks, or balances, by which we measure every man's doctrine.  You cannot accept the books written by the authorities of the Church as standards of doctrine, only in so far as they accord with revealed word in the standard works.  Every man who writes is responsible, not the Church, for what he writes.  If Joseph Fielding Smith writes something which is out of harmony with the revelations, then every member of the Church is duty bound to reject it.  If he writes that which is in perfect harmony with the revealed word of the Lord, then it should be accepted.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v.3, p.203 - 204)
Teachers’ Note – The problem is that occasionally a church leader in times past spoke his opinion without clarifying it as such.  Some in particular spoke strongly and confidently - but sometimes did so on matters that were really speculation.  Compare this with Alma’s humility and care in Alma 40:20-21 where voices his “opinion” and states it as such.   Mormon could have edited that out but he retained it, possibly as a lesson to us.  Once again the Book of Mormon reveals itself as a masterpiece of accuracy.
Our Conduct May Affect the Date

Spencer W. Kimball - I suppose it depends considerably on what we are doing and the preparations we are making for the closing scene.  The world has to hear the gospel; we must preach it.  We are the only ones who can.  There are things we must do before the end does come, and perhaps that controls it to some extent.  At any rate, not anyone in this building knows when the end is coming or when the Christ will come, any more than did the ten virgins.  But there were five who were wise, and they were prepared.   

… The time of Christ's return is affected by our conduct.  I've known people who have been promised in their patriarchal blessings that they would live to see the temple built and some of them are dying and haven't seen the temple built.  Do you know why?  In my estimation, the Lord's timetable is directed a good deal by us.  We speed up the clock or we slow the hands down and we turn them back by our activities or our procrastinations.  And do you know why I think people who are actually promised that they would live to see the temple built are dying before completion of the temple?  Because we haven't converted Indians in large enough numbers; never shall we go to Jackson County until we have converted and brought into this Church great numbers of Lamanites.  (The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 441)
Current Directions

Kent P. Jackson - What, then, are the Brethren teaching concerning the last days?  The general conference addresses of the First Presidency and the Twelve from the 1980s and 1990s show none of the spirit of doom found in recent sensational teachings and writings.  On the contrary, the Brethren have spoken very little about the end of the world.  Instead, they have focused positively on living the gospel in our own day, which, if we reflect carefully, is the way to prepare for things to come.  Their message to us emphasizes the importance of preaching the gospel of salvation and of living it — through praying, studying the scriptures, strengthening families, making and keeping covenants, observing the ordinances, following Church leaders, and otherwise continuing in faithfulness.  (Watch and Be Ready: Preparing for the Second Coming of the Lord, p. 7)
Gordon B. Hinckley - There never was a greater time in the history of the world to live upon the earth than this.  How grateful every one of us ought to feel for being alive in this wonderful time with all the marvelous blessings we have. …And on top of all that is the Restoration of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ with all of the keys and authority, with all the gifts and blessings, with all the organization and doctrine of all previous dispensations all brought into one.  And you and I are partakers of that marvelous restoration.  (Church News, 14 Aug. 1999, p. 7.  Also in “Words of the Prophet: The Spirit of Optimism,” New Era, Jul 2001, p. 4)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)

Glen M. Leonard - Even though there could be no mistaking that these were momentous times, early Latter-day Saints wondered about the precise timetable.  While missionaries set out to preach the gospel and warn the world — a necessary precondition of the Second Coming — at least some nineteenth century students of the scriptures became unduly concerned with the calendar.  No doubt they implored the Prophet for answers, and he inquired of the Lord for understanding.

On one such occasion in 1832, Joseph Smith interpreted a few difficult passages in the Revelation of John.  (See D&C 77)  These selective insights may have sustained interest in the symbolism of the apocalyptic scriptures, but Church leaders appreciated how preoccupation would interfere with essential tasks.  It became necessary in 1839 to caution the elders against speculation:  “The horns of the beast, the toes of the image, the frogs and the beast mentioned by John, are not going to save this generation,” warned an epistle signed by six apostles, “for if a man does not become acquainted with the first principles of the gospel, how shall he understand those greater mysteries which the most wise cannot understand without revelation” (Times and Seasons, 1:13-14).

The Saints were reminded that not even the angels serving at the throne of God would know the exact day — but many millennialists speculated and calculated from the writings of Daniel and John the Beloved.  Joseph Smith observed in 1843 that earlier he had sought earnestly through prayer to know the time of the Second Coming.  A voice replied, “Joseph, my son, if thou livest until thou art eighty-five years old, thou shalt see the face of the Son of Man; therefore let this suffice, and trouble me no more on this matter.”  This answer left him wondering, the Prophet said, “whether this coming referred to the beginning of the millennium or to some previous appearing, or whether I should die and thus see his face.  I believe,” he told the Saints at Ramus, Illinois, “the coming of the Son of Man will not be any sooner than that time.”  (D&C 130:14-17)
Eight years earlier the Prophet had mentioned this occurrence to a gathering in Kirtland.  At this meeting of 14 February 1835, the same at which the Twelve were chosen, he charged the missionaries to “go forth to prune the vineyard for the last time, or the coming of the Lord, which was nigh — even fifty-six years should wind up the scene” (History of the Church, 2:182). Ignoring the conditional “if” of the inspired utterance (the Prophet obviously did not reach the specified age), some Saints in Utah anticipated the Millennium in 1891, and some even designated February 14, it being the anniversary of the Kirtland meeting.  Others chose 23 December 1890, the eighty-fifth anniversary of the Prophet’s birth, as the eventful day.

The possibility that 1890 or 1891 might be the critical year tantalized some members.  (A few years later they concentrated on 1900 or 1901.)  Those who had expected the American Civil War of the 1860s to usher in the Millennium transferred their expectations forward when peace followed Robert E. Lee’s surrender at Appomattox Court House.

A decade before the new millennial deadline, and despite official cautions by Church leaders, speculation among some members was widespread.  “We have noticed in our experience,” the Deseret News editorialized on 3 August 1881, “that when persons belonging to this Church have attempted to fix dates to prophecies, no matter how plausible their arguments and apparently correct their calculations, they have made as lamentable failures as those adventist prognosticators who have spread consternation and dismay among simple people, and deluded their own followers into folly.”  General Authorities warned against the date-setting fad.  “We have had no authority given unto us,” President George Q. Cannon said in 1884, “no message to designate the hour nor the day, nor even the year when the Lord would make His appearance” (Journal of Discourses, 26:40).  Wise Latter-day Saints took this counsel, soundly based in scripture, and sought to be ready, through worthiness, no matter when the day came.  (Ensign, Aug. 1979, p. 43)



Another good example of being clear about opinion is from Pres. Hinckley.  The August 4, 1997 issue of Time magazine contained an interview with him.  The original transcript (www.fairlds.org/apol/misc/misc09.html) of that interview contains an interesting exchange -

Interviewer: ...about [President Snow's couplet], God the Father was once a man as we were.  This is something that Christian writers are always addressing.  Is this the teaching of the Church today, that God the Father was once a man like we are?

President Hinckley:  I don't know that we teach it.  I don't know that we emphasize it.  I haven't heard it discussed for a long time in public discourse.  I don't know.  I don't know all the circumstances under which that statement was made.  I understand the philosophical background behind it.  But I don't know a lot about it and I don't know that others know a lot about it.

Notice how careful President Hinckley is to not support an obscure, weakly evidenced principle – and he did this all on the fly.  Other recent and current leaders who have incredible precision in doctrine and principle include Elder Maxwell, Elder Oaks and Elder Nelson, among others – in our opinion.  ( 



James B. Allen and Glen M. Leonard - President Woodruff did not pretend to know when the Millennium would arrive, though he believed it was imminent and that it would result in the political ascendancy of the kingdom of God, with Christ at its head, over all the earth.  He was careful to avoid the unwise speculation of some Saints that this would happen in 1890 … (The Story of the Latter-day Saints, 2nd ed., p. 420.  This quote is to support the comment on page 1 of this handout regarding D&C 130:14-17.  It is in addition to the long quote from Glen M. Leonard on this page.)
Yellow Dog

“The western boundaries of the State of Missouri will be swept so clean of its inhabitants that as President Young tells us, 'when we return to that place there will not be as much as a yellow dog to wag his tail.'”  (J. Golden Kimball, Conference Report, October 1930, Second Day—Morning Meeting, p.58.  Note: This J. Golden Kimball quoting Heber C. Kimball quoting Brigham Young.  This is the closest we could get to an original source in all of our LDS books CD-ROM, or anything else we have.)


D&C 88:95 - And there shall be silence in heaven for the space of half an hour; and immediately after shall the curtain of heaven be unfolded, as a scroll is unfolded after it is rolled up, and the face of the Lord shall be unveiled.

Gordon B. Hinckley - I do not know what the future holds.  I do not wish to sound negative, but I wish to remind you of the warnings of scripture and the teachings of the prophets which we have had constantly before us…

I am familiar, as are you, with the declarations of modern revelation that the time will come when the earth will be cleansed and there will be indescribable distress, with weeping and mourning and lamentation (see D&C 112:24).

Now, I do not wish to be an alarmist.  I do not wish to be a prophet of doom.  I am optimistic.  I do not believe the time is here when an all-consuming calamity will overtake us.  I earnestly pray that it may not.  There is so much of the Lord’s work yet to be done.  We, and our children after us, must do it … Our safety lies in repentance.  Our strength comes of obedience to the commandments of God.

Let us be prayerful.  Let us pray for righteousness.  Let us pray for the forces of good.  Let us reach out to help men and women of goodwill, whatever their religious persuasion and wherever they live.  Let us stand firm against evil, both at home and abroad.  Let us live worthy of the blessings of heaven, reforming our lives where necessary and looking to Him, the Father of us all.  He has said, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalms 46:10).

Are these perilous times?  They are.  But there is no need to fear.  We can have peace in our hearts and peace in our homes.  We can be an influence for good in this world, every one of us.  (Ensign, Nov. 2001, p. 72)

Full Version of the quote by President Kimball

Spencer W. Kimball - I suppose it depends considerably on what we are doing and the preparations we are making for the closing scene.  The world has to hear the gospel; we must preach it.  We are the only ones who can.  There are things we must do before the end does come, and perhaps that controls it to some extent.  At any rate, not anyone in this building knows when the end is coming or when the Christ will come, any more than did the ten virgins.  But there were five who were wise, and they were prepared.   

"But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”  (Matthew 24:37) ...  As it [the Flood] was a real drowning, there will be a real burning at this next great event when the end of the world comes, and the wicked will be burned.  And, of course, we know that that is possible now.  We did not know that when I was a child, that the earth could burn.  We thought only material ordinarily considered combustible could be burned, but we find that everything can burn and melt.  Since Hiroshima and Nagasaki we know that bombs can start a great conflagration, and other things can melt with fervent heat.  And so the time is coming.  I do not know when it will be.  I only hope that when the examination is put on the blackboard, we will all be able to answer the questions satisfactorily.     

The time of Christ's return is affected by our conduct.  I've known people who have been promised in their patriarchal blessings that they would live to see the temple built and some of them are dying and haven't seen the temple built.  Do you know why?  In my estimation, the Lord's timetable is directed a good deal by us.  We speed up the clock or we slow the hands down and we turn them back by our activities or our procrastinations.  And do you know why I think people who are actually promised that they would live to see the temple built are dying before completion of the temple?  Because we haven't converted Indians in large enough numbers; never shall we go to Jackson County until we have converted and brought into this Church great numbers of Lamanites.  (The Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 441)
 

Watch and Be Ready: Preparing for the Second Coming of the Lord, p.163

If the angels in heaven do not know, and the Prophet of the dispensation of the fulness of times could not find out, it is highly unlikely that any of the rest of us will successfully discover the time of the Lord's coming. But we are not left totally without some guidelines in the matter. First, we are told that this earth has a temporal existence of seven thousand years, the last one thousand of which will be the Millennium (see D&C 77:6-7; 29:11, 22; 88:101). Further, we learn that the Lord will come "in the beginning of the seventh thousand years" (D&C 77:12). Joseph Smith taught that "the world has had a fair trial for six thousand years; the Lord will try the seventh thousand Himself."  If we can rely upon biblical chronology and our calendar system, we are nearing the end of the sixth thousand years and thus approaching the seventh thousand-year period. That transition should take place sometime around the year a.d. 2000. What can we conclude from the statement that the Lord will come "in the beginning of the seventh thousand years?" Will he come right at the beginning? Not according to Doctrine and Covenants 77:13:   


Joseph Fielding McConkie, Answers: Straightforward Answers to Tough Gospel Questions , p.116 - 117

Not according to  D&C 77.  In his great apocalyptic vision,  John  the Revelator gives a prophetic description of the seven thousand years of earth's temporal history (see  Rev. 5-10).  While laboring on his translation of the Bible, Joseph Smith recorded a revelation explaining John's writings (see  D&C 77).  Both that  revelation  and the  revelation  of  John  along  with  D&C 88  affirm that earth's temporal history, contrary to all scientific theories, is confined to what  John  called seven seals, or seven thousand-year periods. It is generally thought by Latter-day Saints that Christ will return at the beginning of the final, or seventh, thousand-year period. This idea may have given rise to the notion that he will come in the year 2000, based on the understanding that there were four thousand years from the fall of Adam to the birth of Christ (see the Chronology chart in the LDS Bible Dictionary, 635) and that we are approaching the year 2000 after the birth of Christ. Thus six thousand years of earth's temporal history will have been completed and the stage set for the seventh thousand-year period, or the time of Christ's millennial reign.

