	



	Avoiding Personal Apostasy
Accuracy In Following The Commandments 

Pray always, that you may come off conqueror; yea, that you may conquer Satan,and that you may escape the hands of the servants of Satan that do uphold his work. (D&C 10:5)
	




B-17 Flying Fortress

“The B-17 was notable for its long range and heavy defensive arma-ment, the latter central to the American belief that, in the absence of a satisfactory long-range fighter, their bombers could fight their way to and from the target without suffering unacceptable losses.  …The practice was almost wholly disastrous. …The pre-war theory of the self-defending bomber had proved to be a misconception.”  (The Second World War, John Keegan, p. 425-426)

· 26,000 U.S. airmen died in WWII (10% of all U.S. deaths) most of whom were in B-17s.

· 18,000 wounded

· 28,000 shot down and captured

“Navigator to pilot.  Aren’t we out of formation?”

“[Pilot to Navigator.]  Out of formation?  Can’t you see we’re the only one left in the squadron?”

(Combat Crew, John Comer, p.40)

When returning from a raid, B-17 pilots could often easily find their way back by following the columns of smoke from downed planes.  In a similar way as we travel through life many of us can look back with sadness on friends and family who have fallen from the faith.  From what you have personally witnessed, what are the differences between the causes of falling away and the causes of staying away?  What are the similarities?

Apos·ta·sy, definition - 

1. Renunciation of a religious faith 

2. Abandonment of a previous loyalty : defection
Mists of Darkness

1 Nephi 12:17-18 - Mists of darkness are the temptations of the devil, which blindeth the eyes, and hardeneth the hearts of the children of men, and leadeth them away into broad roads, that they perish and are lost.

“Quite contrary to what one would expect, these dank mists are described by travelers in all parts of Arabia, and al-Ajajj, one of the greatest of early desert poets, tells how a "mist of darkness" makes it impossible for him to continue a journey to Damascus.” (Collected Works of Hugh Nibley, Vol.5, p.43-44)

Rod of Iron

1 Nephi 8:24 - Caught hold of the end of the rod of iron, clinging to the rod of iron.  1 Nephi 11:25 - The rod of iron was the word of God. 

“How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent word.” (Hymn #85)   “And when temptation’s pow’r is nigh, our pathway clouded o’er, upon the rod we can rely and heaven’s aid implore.”  (Hymn #274)

F-117A Nighthawk

During the Gulf War “Baghdad had seven times the density of defenses (guns and fighter planes) as Hanoi had during the Linebacker II offensive and defenses denser than the most heavily defended eastern European target at the height of the Cold War.  So dangerous was downtown Baghdad that the air campaign planners excluded all other attackers, except for F-117s, and cruise missiles, from striking it.  As they approached weapons release, the warning from the frontier reached Iraqi command posts, and tracers from automatic weapons, punctuated by heavier flak and an occasional unguided missile blasting heavenward, curtained the sky over Baghdad, like some menacing aurora borealis.  Hoping only an un-aimed [stray bullet] could endanger them, the stealth pilots did their best to ignore the light show outside and concentrated on acquiring their targets and designating them for their smart bombs.” (Storm Over Iraq, p. 169)

“The weather over Iraq during Desert Storm was the worst in fourteen years, and twice as bad as climatological history for the region would have suggested.” (Storm, p. 176)

“Though constituting less than 2½ percent of all Allied fighter and attack aircraft in the Gulf, the F-117A attacked over 32 percent of strategic Iraqi targets struck on the first day of the war.  Overall, during the Gulf air war, the stealth fighter flew only 2 percent of the combat sorties (missions), but attacked 40 percent of Iraqi strategic targets – a measure of its leverage.  …Earned the nickname Shaba, or “Ghost” from admiring Saudis.” (Storm, p. 174)

2,060 Stripling Soldiers

Alma 53:20-21 - Exceedingly valiant for courage, strength and activity, true at all times in whatsoever thing they were entrusted,  men of truth and soberness, keep the commandments of God and to walk uprightly before him.

Alma 57:20-21 – Stripling warriors were firm and undaunted. Yea, and they did obey and observe to perform every word of command with exactness; yea, and even according to their faith, their mothers had taught them. (This is the only place in scripture where the word “exactness” appears.)

Alma 57:26-27 - Did not doubt, put their trust in God continually.

Results of a Sure Foundation

Alma 56:55-56 - There had not one soul of them fallen to the earth, they had fought as if with the strength of God, never had fought with such miraculous strength, Lamanites deliver themselves up as prisoners of war.

 “[The Nighthawk] continually struck Iraqi targets with a lethality never before known in warfare, while never being hit despite heavy Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery and surface-to-air missile defenses.” (Military Lessons of the Gulf War, p. 78)

“A single strike airplane [Nighthawk] carrying two smart bombs could function as effectively as 108 WWII B-17 bombers carrying 648 bombs and crewed by 1,080 airmen.  Further, for the number of bomber sorties [missions] in WWII required to disable just two power stations, the coalition disabled the transformer capacity of every targeted power generation facility in Iraq.”  (Storm, p. 192)

“So great was planners’ faith in the F-117’s targeting system that, indeed, their instruction usually stipulated not merely hitting particular buildings or shelters, but a particular portion of a building or shelter – for example, a corner, a vent, or a door.  In fact, if they hit the building, but not the particular spot, their sortie counted as miss, not a hit.  Nevertheless, despite this stringent requirement and vagaries of weather, which forced some mission aborts, at least some of the F-117 pilots returned from the war with perfect bombing records – every bomb they had dropped during the war had scored a direct hit.” (Storm, p. 177)

Alma 48:17-18 - If all men had been, and were, and ever would be, like unto Moroni, behold, the very powers of hell would have been shaken forever, he was a man like unto Ammon and the other sons of Mosiah, and Alma and his sons, for they were all men of God.

(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen)

Note: This lesson is intended for young men.  It compares the B-17 from World War II to the modern F-117 Stealth aircraft.  The B-17 was extremely inaccurate and had a very high cost in casualties.  The F-117 is the opposite.  

Likewise the protections and effectiveness of the world’s wisdom is low, while the following of the commandments with exactness leads us to be the modern equivalent of the stripling warriors.
Extra material -

The Word of God

Christ is the Word, the Word of Life, the Word of God, the Word of God's Power -- all of which titles signify that the words of salvation are in him; that he carries his Father's word to all men; that he is the executive and administrator who does the will of the Father; that the Father speaks and his word is executed by the Son. Use of the title, Word of God, is usually in connection with the creative enterprises of the Son. The clear meaning is that God speaks his word, which the Son, by the power of the Spirit, puts into operation, and thereby becomes himself the Word. By the word of God is also meant the scriptures, the revelations, the message of salvation which God sends by the mouths of holy men called to his ministry. Hence, we find such counsel as that given by Paul to Timothy: "Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine." (2 Tim. 4:2.)  (Mormon Doctrine, Bruce R. McConkie, p. 844-845)

3 Nephi 8:13,20-22 - There was thick darkness, inhabitants . . . could feel the vapor of darkness, neither could there be fire kindled, so great were the mists of darkness, overpowered by the vapor of smoke and of darkness.  “Most of the victims of the great catastrophes of Pompeii, St. Pierre (Martinique, 1902), and Mt. Pelee (1906) died of suffocation when earthquake dust, volcanic ash, steam, and hot gasses took the place of air. (Collected Works of Hugh Nibley, Vol.7, p.235-236)

After three days “the darkness dispersed from off the face of the land.” (3 Nephi 10:9).  What important event preceded the dispersal? 

10 Virgins and President Kimball’s commentary, stating specifically unpreparedness

The very elect shall not be deceived

Stripling warriors were also exact in their faith, Alma 57:26

Scriptures

Alma 53:20-21 - And they (stripling warriors) were all young men, and they were exceedingly valiant for courage, and also for strength and activity; but behold, this was not all--they were men who were true at all times in whatsoever thing they were entrusted.  Yea, they were men of truth and soberness, for they had been taught to keep the commandments of God and to walk uprightly before him.

Alma 56:55-56 - And now it came to pass that when they had surrendered themselves up unto us, behold, I numbered those young men who had fought with me, fearing lest there were many of them slain. But behold, to my great joy, there had not one soul of them fallen to the earth; yea, and they had fought as if with the strength of God; yea, never were men known to have fought with such miraculous strength; and with such mighty power did they fall upon the Lamanites, that they did frighten them; and for this cause did the Lamanites deliver themselves up as prisoners of war. 

Alma 57:20-21 - And as the remainder of our army were about to give way before the Lamanites, behold, those two thousand and sixty were firm and undaunted. Yea, and they did obey and observe to perform every word of command with exactness; yea, and even according to their faith it was done unto them; and I did remember the words which they said unto me that their mothers had taught them. (This is the only time in scripture where the word “exactness” appears.)

Alma 57:26-27 - And now, their preservation was astonishing to our whole army, yea, that they should be spared while there was a thousand of our brethren who were slain. And we do justly ascribe it to the miraculous power of God, because of their exceeding faith in that which they had been taught to believe—that there was a just God, and whosoever did not doubt, that they should be preserved by his marvelous power.  Now this was the faith of these of whom I have spoken; they are young, and their minds are firm, and they do put their trust in God continually.

1 Nephi 12:17-18 - And the mists of darkness are the temptations of the devil, which blindeth the eyes, and hardeneth the hearts of the children of men, and leadeth them away into broad roads, that they perish and are lost.  And the large and spacious building, which thy father saw, is vain imaginations and the pride of the children of men. And a great and a terrible gulf divideth them; yea, even the word of the justice of the Eternal God, and the Messiah who is the Lamb of God, of whom the Holy Ghost beareth record, from the beginning of the world until this time, and from this time henceforth and forever.”

1 Nephi 8:24 - And it came to pass that I beheld others pressing forward, and they came forth and caught hold of the end of the rod of iron; and they did press forward through the mist of darkness, clinging to the rod of iron, even until they did come forth and partake of the fruit of the tree.

1 Nephi 11:25 - And it came to pass that I beheld that the rod of iron, which my father had seen, was the word of God, which led to the fountain of living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters are a representation of the love of God; and I also beheld that the tree of life was a representation of the love of God.

Alma 48:17-18 - Yea, verily, verily I say unto you, if all men had been, and were, and ever would be, like unto Moroni, behold, the very powers of hell would have been shaken forever; yea, the devil would never have power over the hearts of the children of men.  Behold, he was a man like unto Ammon, the son of Mosiah, yea, and even the other sons of Mosiah, yea, and also Alma and his sons, for they were all men of God.

Other

“In his dreams Lehi finds himself wandering "in a dark and dreary waste," a "dark and dreary wilderness," where he must travel "for the space of many hours in darkness," lost and helpless (1 Nephi 8:4-8). Of all the images that haunt the early Arab poets this is by all odds the commonest; it is the standard nightmare of the Arab; and it is the supreme boast of every poet that he has traveled long distances through dark and dreary wastes all alone. Invariably darkness is given as the main source of terror (the heat and glare of the day, though nearly always mentioned, are given second place), and the culminating horror is almost always a ‘mist of darkness,’ a depressing mixture of dust, and clammy fog, which, added to the night, completes the confusion of any who wander in the waste. Quite contrary to what one would expect, these dank mists are described by travelers in all parts of Arabia, and al-Ajajj, one of the greatest of early desert poets, tells how a "mist of darkness" makes it impossible for him to continue a journey to Damascus. In its nature and effect Lehi's ‘mist of darkness’ (1 Nephi 8:23) conforms to this strange phenomenon most exactly.” (Collected Works of Hugh Nibley, Vol.5, Part.1, Ch.3, p.43 - p.44)

"There was thick darkness . . . the inhabitants . . . could feel the vapor of darkness; . . . neither could there be fire kindled . . . so great were the mists of darkness" (3 Nephi 8:20-22). This, like much else in the account (e.g., that God "did send down fire and destroy them," 3 Nephi 9:11), suggests nearby volcanic activity. And indeed, in many cases earthquakes are the preparation for the volcano that follows, as in the Chilean 1960 quake, which triggered the activity of long-dormant volcanoes in the area. Most of the victims of the great catastrophes of Pompeii, St. Pierre (Martinique, 1902), and Mt. Pelee (1906) died of suffocation when earthquake dust, volcanic ash, steam, and hot gasses (mostly sulfureted hydrogen gas) took the place of air. In some areas, the Book of Mormon reports, people were "overpowered by the vapor of smoke and of darkness," and so lost their lives (3 Nephi 10:13). (Collected Works of Hugh Nibley, Vol.7, p.235-236)

For example, in their first battle the sons of Helaman chose to fight against overwhelming odds, believing "our God is with us, and he will not suffer that we should fall" (Alma 56:46). They did not fear death because they believed their mothers' words that "if they did not doubt, God would deliver them" (Alma 56:47-48). None of them were killed. More impressively, these young, inexperienced fighters fought with such power that they frightened the seasoned troops of Lamanite warriors into surrendering (Alma 56:56). Their power came to them, Helaman says, because "they did obey and observe to perform every word of command with exactness; yea, and even according to their faith it was done unto them" (Alma 57:21).

Not everyone receives this same promise of preservation. Abinadi, for example, did not. But having received this assurance, the sons of Helaman acted upon it. They stand as a great central symbol of God's deliverance to those who trust in his word. Their preservation occurs even amidst a nation racked with turmoil. Their deliverance through believing and obeying the word of God offers hope and, at the same time, encourages us in our duty to preach the word of God according to the principles, and with the power of the word described in the book of Alma. As Mormon says after stating that transgression causes suffering: "Thus we see the great call of diligence of men to labor in the vineyards of the Lord" (Alma 28:14).

(Alma, the Testimony of the Word, Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., p. 279.)

Why People Initially Fall Away

Unchastity

Substance abuse including alcohol

Weekend recreation

Lifestyle

Depression

Perceived Offense



 


