Strangers and Pilgrims
D&C 45:11-14 - … The God of Enoch, and his brethren, Who were separated from the earth, and were received unto myself—a city reserved until a day of righteousness shall come—a day which was sought for by all holy men, and they found it not because of wickedness and abominations; And confessed they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth; But obtained a promise that they should find it and see it in their flesh. 

Definition of “Pilgrim” - 1. A wanderer; a traveler …  2. In Scripture, one that has only a temporary residence on earth. Hebrews 11. (Websters 1828 Dictionary)
Hebrews 11:13

King James Version - These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  [“These” refers to Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and Jacob, who were named in the preceding verses.]

New Living Translation - All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth.

New International Version - … And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth.

Amplified Bible - … And all the while acknowledging and confessing that they were strangers and temporary residents and exiles upon the earth.

Our Soul Cometh From Afar
William Wordsworth -

Our Birth is but a sleep and a forgetting:

The soul that rises with us, our life's Star,

Hath had elsewhere its setting,

And cometh from afar:

Not in entire forgetfulness,

And not in utter nakedness,

But trailing clouds of glory do we come

From God, who is our home …

(“Ode To The Immortality Of The Soul”)

Alan F. Keele - Though asked by the state church and his friend Colderidge to retract the verse [i.e. the 8 lines], Wordsworth refused.  And by so doing, he gave the preexistence idea a great boost upward out of the esoteric "underground" and into the consciousness of millions of ordinary people … Scholars have shown that Wordsworth's ode, especially in the English-speaking world, greatly affected popular attitudes about childhood, childrearing, and education generally.  Any child who 'trails clouds of glory from God," people began to think, must surely be treated and educated differently from one who is born ex nihilo and "in sin."  (“Trailing Clouds of Glory?”, Sunstone Magazine, no. 28, July-August 1981)
Eliza R. Snow -

O my Father, thou that dwellest In the high and glorious place,

When shall I regain thy presence, and again behold thy face?

In thy holy habitation, Did my spirit once reside?

In my first primeval childhood, Was I nurtured near thy side?

Gene R. Cook - The still, small voice whispers yet a deeper meaning: home is heaven. We are strangers here on earth. My real home is not here but there. My challenge is to learn how to make a home here on earth similar to the one I left in heaven. The Lord says we were taught "even before [we] were born." We "received [our] first lessons in the world of spirits and were prepared to come forth . . . to labor in his vineyard for the salvation of the souls of men" (D&C 138:56). (Raising Up a Family to the Lord, p. 1)
Neal A. Maxwell - The reality of premortality responds to puzzlings which suggest we are strangers here. It is a curative for the yearnings expressed in music and poetry and literature.  … There are ponderings, like this one:

Everything in our life happens as though we entered upon it with a load of obligations contracted in a previous existence … obligations whose sanction is not of this present life, [which] seem to belong to a different world, founded on kindness, scruples, sacrifice, a world entirely different from this one, a world whence we emerge to be born on this earth, before returning thither. (Marcel Proust, in Gabriel Marcel, Homo Viator, p. 8)
… A few ancient writings, unavailable to Joseph Smith or anyone else at that time, have since appeared. Apocryphal writings may contain truths to be discerned, for “whoso is enlightened by the Spirit shall obtain benefit therefrom.” (D&C 91:5) This is an example from the Nag Hammadi Library. In the Apocryphon of James, Jesus reportedly told an afflicted Peter and James, “If you consider how long the world existed before you, and how long it will exist after you, you will find that your life is one single day and your sufferings one single hour.” (“The Apocryphon of James,” in The Nag Hammadi Library in English, ed. James M. Robinson, p. 31)
… President Joseph F. Smith observed how “we often catch a spark from the awakened memories of the immortal soul, which lights up our whole being as with the glory of our former home.” (Gospel Doctrine, p. 14)
There can be sudden surges of deja vu. A flash from the mirror of memory can beckon us forward to that far pavilion, filled with “everlasting splendors” and resurrected beings. C. S. Lewis wrote, “We cannot mingle with the splendors we see. But all the leaves of the New Testament are rustling with the rumor that it will not always be so.” (C. S. Lewis at the Breakfast Table and Other Reminiscences, ed. James T. Como, p. 34) Thanks to the Prophet Joseph Smith, hundreds more leaves of scripture are rustling, rustling resoundingly for all who have ears to hear.

Thus, when we now say “I know,” that realization is rediscovery; we are actually saying “I know—again!”

From long experience, His sheep know His voice and His doctrine.  (“Premortality, a Glorious Reality,” Ensign, Nov. 1985, p. 15)
Vaughn J. Featherstone - Could it be that sometimes we just "recall" scenes, music, relationships, statements, truths, or images that we have seen, heard, or known in our premortal existence? I believe that those who are pure in heart do experience such things.  (More Purity Give Me, p. 128)
Truman Madsen - But as early Christian and Jewish writings have accumulated in recent decades, and especially in the genre now called apocalyptic, the idea that man himself had a premortal life has shown up repeatedly. One scholar estimates that there are well over eight hundred references to the premortal existence of mankind in Jewish and Christian source materials, and these references give new vividness to other long-standing traditions in Western literature: the idea of the "wandering folk" of God, the Rechabite legends, Greek writings ranging from Pindar to Plato, Wordsworth's well-known poem, Maeterlinck's Blue Bird, and the work of Eichendorff, and so on.” (Reflections On Mormonism, p. 13)
Hugh Nibley - "This world is but a temporary tenement, our real dwelling is in the other world," [says the] Babylonian Talmud … John Chrysostom [a Christian leader who lived from 347-407 a.d.] … notes that while the ancient Patriarchs "lived in tents as strangers and pilgrims," being tried and tested by the rigors of a wandering earth-life, the Church has become obsessed with a shameful passion for earthly security—"what a difference!" He actually recommends that Christians learn to live like the nomad Scythians, despising security and rejecting the luxury and defilement of city life … This is no mere rhetoric, since John in a time of political and natural upheavals had been forced to flee his city and live as a refugee in the camps of Asiatic nomads. (The Ancient State: The Rulers and the Ruled, footnote 177 following page 70)
Wanderers Through Life

Jacob 7:26 - … The time passed away with us, and also our lives passed away like as it were unto us a dream, we being a lonesome and a solemn people, wanderers, cast out from Jerusalem …

Bruce J. Boehm - Later on in the Book of Mormon, both Alma and Ammon invoke this same description. In the same passage that Alma refers to the promised land as a "strange land," he refers to the Nephites as "wanderers" in that land. Likewise Ammon refers to the Nephites as "wanderers in a strange land." The word-for-word repetition of this phrase within a few chapters is striking, especially when we consider how the Book of Mormon was compiled. Mormon had access to hundreds of years of detailed records and at times would abridge two or three hundred years of records in a few verses. Thus, for Mormon to include this phrase suggests that it was a significant concept to Mormon and was strongly impressed into the Nephite consciousness. 

Like David, these two great Nephite prophets seem to be looking back across centuries of Nephite history and depicting the Nephite experience as one of journeying in a foreign country. However, as with the Israelites at the time of David, the Nephites at this time have enjoyed relative stability in the land of Zarahemla for nearly two hundred years. The Nephite reference to "wandering," just as the Israelite "sojourning," has religious connotations. Although admittedly "wandering" and "sojourning" have different meanings, both the Israelites and Nephites use these terms metaphorically to describe their spiritual condition.  (“Wanderers in the Promised Land: a Study of the Exodus Motif in the Book of Mormon and Holy Bible”, FARMS Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, v. 3, no. 1, spring 1994, p. 197)
Continuing exodus is not only a historical fact in the Book of Mormon, but it becomes a metaphor which teaches important doctrines as well. Understanding the biblical exodus as a type and shadow, the Nephites attached spiritual significance to their wanderings, recognizing that their history of exodus typifies their spiritual condition as wanderers seeking for an everlasting inheritance in an eternal land of promise. Like Abraham, the Nephites journeyed toward their new inheritances with one eye fastened on the temporal demands of their trek and the other eye fixed upward, looking "for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God" (Hebrews 11:10).  (ibid, p. 203)
Hugh Nibley - Lastly [among the gifts and talents that prescribe our proper activities on this earth] comes our means of getting around in the world, feet and legs. The Egyptians place great emphasis on this; the resurrection is finally achieved only when the legs are set in motion on the path of eternity. As to Abraham, the official title of his biography, whether in the Bible or the Apocrypha, is lech lecha, "Get up and get going!" and so he did, a wanderer and a stranger until the end of his life. The Saints are the most mobile of mortals, das wandernde Gottesvolk (God's wandering people), like Abraham, strangers and pilgrims, but missionaries in the world, meant to circulate abroad, to get around and broadcast the good news and spread the stakes of Zion.  (Approaching Zion, p. 270)  

The Veil

Neal A. Maxwell - Fortunately, the veil keeps the first, second, and third estates separate, hence our sense of separateness. The veil insures the avoidance of having things "compound in one"—to our everlasting detriment. (2 Nephi 2:11.) We are cocooned, as it were, in order that we might truly choose. Once, long ago, we chose to come to this very setting where we could choose. It was an irrevocable choice! And the veil is the guarantor that that choice will be honored.

Eventually, the veil that now encloses us will be no more. Neither will time. (D&C 84:100.) Time is clearly not our natural dimension. Thus it is that we are never really at home in time. Alternately, we find ourselves wishing to hasten the passage of time or to hold back the dawn. We can do neither, of course, but whereas the fish is at home in water, we are clearly not at home in time—because we belong to eternity. Time, as much as any one thing, whispers to us that we are strangers here.

Thus the veil stands—not forever to shut us out, but as a mark of God's tutoring love for us. Any brush against it produces a feeling of "not yet," but also faint whispers of anticipation when these words will be heard by the faithful: "Well done, thou good and faithful servant."

The veil (which is both the film of forgetting and the border between mortality and eternity) will, one day, be shown to have been a succoring screen for us earthlings. Were it possible to breach it on the wrong terms, we would see and experience, before we are ready, things that would moot much of the value in this mortal experience. Remember, we are being proven as to our faith and fitted for strenuous chores to be done elsewhere. To change the nature of this necessary experience by premature commingling would mean that we would not be suitable company for those we yearn to be with, nor would we be ready to go where they are ready to go, nor to do the things that they have painstakingly learned to do. There is no other way!  (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 11)   
(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)
Extra Material
Neal A. Maxwell - Whereas the bird is at home in the air, we are clearly not at home in time-because we belong to eternity. Time, as much as any one thing, whispers to us that we are strangers here. (“Patience”, Ensign, Oct. 1980, p. 28)
Bruce B. Clark - These eight lines are lifted out of the middle of the poem, and it is a mistake to use them, as is often done, in isolation from the rest of the work … And Wordsworth's "Immortality" ode was written as a direct answer to Coleridge's poem, especially to the central problem of the poem--Coleridge's spiritual despondency caused by a lack of responsiveness to the inspiring beauties of nature ...  And so, through the contemplation of God-created beauty in nature, there comes a greater and more compassionate understanding of man in relation to eternity, and of eternal life itself. (“Thoughts on William Wordsworth: a Commemorative Essay by Bruce B. Clark”, BYU Studies, v. 10, no. 2, Winter 1970, p. 209.  Teachers’ Note: Bro. Clark does seem show why it is a mistake to use the 8 lines alone.  Doing so does not appear to alter their meaning from the greater context.)
