Scriptural Symbols
A Polished Shaft and a Sharp Sword
Isaiah 49:2 (also 1 Nephi 21:2) – And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me.
“The arrow shaft is polished that it might fly truer and faster, and the shaft that is polished is generally reserved for one's most important shot. The last dispensation, when all things are gathered in one, is the Lord's most important ‘shot,’ so he saved his ‘polished shaft’ for this latter-day work. Joseph Smith was called to give this generation the word of God (see D&C 5:10), which recalls also the sharp sword analogy mentioned in Isaiah 49:2.” (Great are the Words of Isaiah, M. Nyman, p. 177)
Joseph Smith -“I am like a huge, rough stone rolling down from a high mountain; and the only polishing I get is when some corner gets rubbed off by coming in contact with something else, striking with accelerated force against religious bigotry, priestcraft, lawyer-craft, doctor-craft, lying editors, suborned judges and jurors, and the authority of perjured executives, backed by mobs, blasphemers, licentious and corrupt men and women-all hell knocking off a corner here and a corner there. Thus I will become a smooth and polished shaft in the quiver of the Almighty, who will give me dominion over all and every one of them, when their refuge of lies shall fail, and their hiding place shall be destroyed, while these smooth-polished stones with which I come in contact become marred. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 304)
Harold B. Lee – These thoughts now running through my mind begin to give greater meaning to some of the experiences in my life, things that have happened which have been difficult for me to understand. At times it seemed as though I too was like a rough stone rolling down from a high mountainside, being buffeted and polished, I suppose, by experiences, that I too might overcome and become a polished shaft in the quiver of the Almighty. (Conference Report, October 1972, pp. 19-20)
Heber J. Grant – I rejoice in the education of the youth of Zion, because I realize that the educated man, the man filled with knowledge and information, who has become well posted—that such a man going out into the world to preach the gospel is a polished shaft, and that he can do more good than a man who lacks this knowledge, other things being equal. (Collected Discourses, v5: Dec. 8, 1895)
Isaiah 49:2 also says “my mouth like a sharp sword.”  What does a sword represent?  
Hebrews 4:12 – For the word of God is quick (“living”), and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul (“of body”) and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  (See the footnotes at the bottom of the page in the Bible.)
Ammon at the Waters of Sebus
In Alma 17 Ammon “disarms” some Lamanites.  Reading the rousing narrative we may forget to appreciate the symbolism.

Alma 17:37-38 - But behold, every man that lifted his club to smite Ammon, he smote off their arms with his sword; for he did withstand their blows by smiting their arms with the edge of his sword, insomuch that they began to be astonished, and began to flee before him; yea, and they were not few in number; and he caused them to flee by the strength of his arm.  Now six of them had fallen by the sling, but he slew none save it were their leader with his sword; and he smote off as many of their arms as were lifted against him, and they were not a few.  
Of what is an arm symbolic?  (see the index to the triple combination, p. 17)   Alma 18:3 - And they answered the king, and said: Whether he be the Great Spirit or a man, we know not; but this much we do know, that he cannot be slain by the enemies of the king; neither can they scatter the king's flocks when he is with us, because of his expertness and great strength; therefore, we know that he is a friend to the king. And now, O king, we do not believe that a man has such great power, for we know he cannot be slain.
How many died by Ammon’s sling?  From A Guide to Scriptural Symbols, p.99 - The numbers seven and seventy are common in the scriptures. Examples include the "seven ewe lambs", the "seven days" of Passover and of the feast of Tabernacles, "seven days" of purification, "seven altars" and "seven animals" of the sacrificial offering, "seven days" of the creation, and seven days of the week, the sabbatical or seventh year, "sevenfold" avengement, compassing the city of Jericho "seven times" with "seven priests" bearing "seven trumpets", "seven women", "seven loaves" of bread, forgiveness "seventy times seven", the Lord's appointed "seventy", and their "seven presidents".  Furthermore, the word seven occurs many times throughout the book of Revelation. For instance, there are the "seven churches", "seven servants", "seven golden candlesticks", "seven stars", "seven lamps of fire", "seven seals", "seven horns and seven eyes", "seven angels" with their "seven trumpets", "seven thunders", "seven heads" and "seven crowns", "seven last plagues", "seven vials", "seven mountains", and "seven kings".  The root of the Hebrew word for seven (sheva) is identical to the Hebrew verb that means "to take an oath," thus connecting the word seven to covenants and covenant making. Further, the word seven denotes perfection and completion.

Liahona

Douglas Kent Ludlow - The Liahona was a compass or director "prepared…by the hand of the Lord" for the Book of Mormon prophet Lehi as he and his family traveled in the wilderness (2 Nephi 5:12).  It was shown to the Prophet Joseph Smith and the Three Witnesses in 1829 along with the Book of Mormon plates (D&C 17:1).  The Liahona was also understood as a symbol for the words of Christ: "For just as surely as this [Liahona] did bring our fathers, by following its course, to the Promised Land, shall the words of Christ, if we follow their course, carry us … into a far better land of promise" (Alma 37:45).  
Described as a ball made of fine brass and "of curious workmanship," it had two spindles, one pointing the direction Lehi's family should travel (1 Ne.  16:10).  The term "Liahona" appears only once in the Book of Mormon (Alma 37:38).  It was usually referred to as "the ball" (1 Nephi 16:16, 26-27; etc.), "compass" (1 Nephi 18:12; Alma 37:43-44; etc.), or "director" (Mosiah 1:16; cf.  D&C 17:1).  
Lehi found the Liahona, provided by the Lord (Alma 37:38), outside of his tent door while camping in the wilderness after leaving Jerusalem (1 Nephi 16:10).  As his party traveled through the Arabian desert and across the ocean to the Promised Land, one of the spindles pointed the direction to travel.  Moreover, the Liahona was a medium through which God communicated with Lehi's family.  Written messages occasionally appeared on it, giving them specific directions (1 Nephi 16:26-29).  
The instrument worked according to the faith and obedience of Lehi's family.  When they lacked faith or disobeyed, it ceased to function.  Passed down from generation to generation along with the sacred records, it was stored with the gold plates.  (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 830)
David A. Bednar - The Liahona, the director or compass used by Lehi and his family in their journey in the wilderness, specifically was included in the record as a type and a shadow for our day and as an essential lesson about what we should do to enjoy the blessings of the Holy Ghost.

… The very factors that caused the Liahona to work for Lehi will likewise invite the Holy Ghost into our lives.  And the very factors that caused the Liahona not to work anciently will likewise cause us to withdraw ourselves from the Holy Ghost today.

… As we study and ponder the purposes of the Liahona and the principles by which it operated, I testify that we will receive inspiration suited to our individual and family circumstances and needs.  We can and will be blessed with ongoing direction from the Holy Ghost.

… The compass also provided a means whereby Lehi and his family could obtain greater “understanding concerning the ways of the Lord” (1 Nephi 16:29).  Thus, the primary purposes of the Liahona were to provide both direction and instruction during a long and demanding journey.  The director was a physical instrument that served as an outward indicator of their inner spiritual standing before God.  It worked according to the principles of faith and diligence.

… In February of 1847 the Prophet Joseph Smith appeared to Brigham Young in a dream or vision.  President Young asked the Prophet if he had a message for the Brethren.  The Prophet Joseph replied: “Tell the people to be humble and faithful, and be sure to keep the spirit of the Lord and it will lead them right.  Be careful and not turn away the small still voice; it will teach them what to do and where to go; it will yield the fruits of the kingdom” (see Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Brigham Young, p. 41).  Of all the truths the Prophet Joseph might have taught Brigham Young on that sacred occasion, he emphasized the importance of obtaining and keeping the Spirit of the Lord.  (Ensign, May 2006, p. 28–31)
Robert E. Wells - But is there any independent evidence that such an instrument might actually have existed twenty-six hundred years ago?  Some may be familiar with an article in the February 1961 Improvement Era by Dr.  Hugh Nibley, entitled, "The Liahona's Cousins.”  In that article, Dr.  Nibley traced "belomancy" in ancient times-especially in the Near East.  "Belomancy is the practice of divination [fortune-telling] by shooting, tossing, shaking, or otherwise manipulating rods, darts, pointers, or other sticks, all originally derived from arrows.”  The Liahona, as we know, had moving spindles or pointers.  
Brother Nibley continued: "Whenever divination arrows are described, they are invariably found to have writing on them, like the Zuni `word-painted arrows of destiny.'  
"… And what person after considering the divination arrows, portable or enshrined, of other travelers in the desert will deny that in the Liahona we have an implement which, far from being the invention of a brain-sick imagination, was not without its ancient counterparts?"    

If Lehi brought the Liahona to the Americas, can we find any trace of such an instrument in the legends of the Lamanites before Columbus?  Well, almost.  Last year, while living in Mexico City, I went to the famous Museum of Anthropology in Chapultepec Park.  There on display was the famous tapestry of Jucutacato, about six feet by eight feet.  It has thirty-six frames, like a comic strip, and obviously depicts the migration of a people.  In eleven of the first twelve frames, a peculiar round object with a bird, or dove, about it appears in front of the leader.  The object seems to be suspended by three strings or chains, but it also has a base to stand on.  
On page 157 of the book In Search of Cumorah [by Nibley], we read:    

The concept of a sacred ball was not unique to the Tarascan Indians, and the Guatemalan Quiche and Cakchiquel histories mention a sacred ball or rock in connection with their legend of migration across the sea … the Totonicapan version tells of four great leaders bringing their people from the other side of the sea … before leaving, the main leader was given a present by the god Nacxit.  It was called the giron-gagal, or sacred bundle.  Taking it with him,  by miraculous balam-quitze, he was able to lead his people across the sea.  
In my years in South America, I heard of other similar legends.  So perhaps there are signs remaining of an ancient spiritual compass.  And, although these concepts regarding the Liahona may be interesting, I find of much greater importance the contents of the Book of  Mormon  and the power and magnetic attraction of the triad of faith, diligence, and heed as a formula designed to lead or pull us towards Christ.  Faith in Christ, diligence in seeking and following Christ, and heed in obeying Christ, are an intrinsic part of all the pages of the great Book of Mormon.  (Doctrines of the Book of Mormon: 1991 Sperry Symposium on the Book of Mormon, p. 3-4)  
Hugh Nibley - A … study by an Arabic scholar has called attention to the long-forgotten custom of the ancient Arabs and Hebrews of consulting two headless arrows whenever they were about to undertake a journey; the usual thing was to consult the things at a special shrine, though it was common also to take such divination arrows along on the trip in a special container.  The message of the arrows, which were mere sticks without heads or feathers, was conveyed by their pointing and especially by the inscriptions that were on them, giving detailed directions as to the journey.  (Prophetic Book of Mormon, p. 244-45)
Why Study Scriptural Symbols?

“Symbols are the most articulate of all languages. Indeed, symbols are the universal tongue... Symbols bring color and strength to language, while deepening and enriching our understandings. Symbols enable us to give conceptual form to ideas and emotions that may otherwise defy the power of words. They take us beyond words and grant us eloquence in the expression of feelings. Symbolic language conceals certain doctrinal truths from the wicked and thereby protects sacred things from possible ridicule. At the same time, symbols reveal truth to the spiritually alert.  Symbols are teaching devices. Symbols are the language in which all gospel covenants and all ordinances of salvation have been revealed. …Every covenant we make will be written in the language of symbolism. Some are uncomfortable with the temple experience because they are not familiar with the language of symbolism. The better we understand the language, or ritual, or symbol, the richer the experience we have in the mountain of the Lord's house.”  (A Guide to Scriptural Symbols, Introduction)
Resources on Symbols
Bible Dictionary, on “symbolism”, p. 777  

Topical Guide, “Symbolism”, p. 513

Topical Guide, “Jesus Christ, Types of, In Anticipation”, p. 257

Topical Guide, “Jesus Christ, Types of, In Memory”, p. 258

Topical Guide, “Blood, symbolism of”, p. 35

A Guide to Scriptural Symbols by Joseph Fielding McConkie and Donald Perry.            Lesson by Misty and Zan Larsen, 2/2/03.
Include some material on temple-related symbols such as the compass and the square.

Hugh Nibley - Many people have dealt with the word Liahona. We had a teacher from Hebrew University here for a few years…. His name was Shunary. He never joined the Church, but the first thing that fascinated him was this name Liahona. He traced it back to the queen bee, the leader of bees swarming in the desert. When bees swarm, that's Liahona. I took it from a different one. Yah is, of course, God Jehovah. Liyah means the possessive, "To God is the guidance," hona (Liyahhona). That's just a guess; don't put it down. But it's a pretty good guess anyway.  (Teachings of the Book of Mormon, Semester 1, p. 216)


Other symbols to research –

· Garments

· Oil

· Water (sacrament, baptism, the flood)

· (Bread too big this lesson)

