Thoughts on the Temple

D&C 38:32 – …And there you shall be endowed with power from on high.
Hugh Nibley - Meanwhile, I write this almost fifty years to the day since the bewildering experience of my own endowment; I have just returned from the temple again where this day I made a most surprising and gratifying discovery.  If I went to the temple five times and nothing happened, I would stop going.  But I've gone hundreds of times, and the high hopes of new knowledge with which I go up the hill every week are never disappointed.  (Of All Things!  Classic Quotations from Hugh Nibley, 2nd ed., p. 53)

Andrew F. Ehat - When the Los Angeles temple building program was commenced, President McKay called a meeting of the stake presidents of the temple district.  During this meeting, President McKay took occasion to express his feelings about the holy endowment. He indicated how some years before, a niece of his had received her ordinances in the house of the Lord.  He had learned that she only recently before that had received an initiation into a sorority at the local university. She had had the crassness to say that she found the sorority initiation superior in effect and meaning to her than the endowment.  President McKay was open and frank with them about the experience of one in his own family with the endowment.  He wasn't worried about their audible gasps. With characteristic aplomb, he paused, and then said, "Brothers and sisters, she was disappointed in the temple. Brothers and sisters, I was disappointed in the temple. And so were you."  Then he said something incredibly important that should be engraven on all our souls.  "There are few, even temple workers, who comprehend the full meaning and power of the temple endowment.  Seen for what it is, it is the step-by-step ascent into the Eternal Presence."  Then he added, "If our young people could but glimpse it, it would be the most powerful spiritual motivation of their lives!"

Let me add to this the testimony of another modern prophet regarding the influence the endowment could have on the youth.  I will never forget this statement made by President Spencer W. Kimball shortly after he became President of the Church. Speaking at a fireside held in the Tabernacle on Temple Square—a fireside deemed important enough to be broadcast live on TV—President Kimball spoke to the youth of the Church in the Salt Lake Valley.  As I listened to the fireside, I was awed by his assurance: "If you understood the ordinances of the House of the Lord, you would crawl on your hands and feet for thousands of miles in order to receive them!" (Temples of the Ancient World: Ritual and Symbolism, p. 58-59)

Work for the Dead
Wilford Woodruff - What do you suppose the fathers would say if they could speak from the dead?  Would they not say: “We have lain here thousands of years in the prison house, bound and fettered in the association of the filthy and corrupt.”  If they had the power the very thunders of heaven would resound in our ears.  All the angels in heaven are looking to this little handful of people.  When I think upon the subject I want the tongue of seven thunders to awaken the people to action."  (Temples of the Most High, N.B. Lundwall, p. 93)
Wilford Woodruff - If the dead could they would speak in language loud as ten thousand thunders, calling upon the servants of God to rise up and build Temples, magnify their calling and redeem their dead.  I feel to say little else to the Latter-day Saints wherever and whenever I have the opportunity of speaking to them, than to call upon them to build these Temples now under way, to hurry them up to completion.  The dead will be after you, they will seek after you as they have after us in St. George.  They called upon us, knowing that we held the keys and power to redeem them.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 19, p. 229)
John A. Widstoe - In our preexistent state, in the day of the great council, we made a[n] … agreement with the Almighty.  The Lord proposed a plan … We accepted it. Since the plan is intended for all men, we became parties to the salvation of every person under that plan. We agreed, right then and there, to be not only saviors for ourselves but … saviors for the whole human family. We went into a partnership with the Lord.  The working out of the plan became then not merely the Father’s work, and the Savior’s work, but also our work. The least of us, the humblest, is in partnership with the Almighty in achieving the purpose of the eternal plan of salvation.  (Quoted by David B. Haight, Ensign, Nov. 1990, p. 60-61)
David B. Haight - I exhort all members for a renewed commitment in strengthening their faith and progression to exaltation in the celestial kingdom by –

1. Fulfilling our responsibility to our dead.

2. Being “endowed with power from on high.”

3. Finding a place of refuge and peace.

4. Receiving revelation.

5. Giving genealogical and temple service.

6. Becoming saviors on Mount Zion.

7. Qualifying to see and understand god in the house of the lord.  (A Light unto the World, p. 50)
From Ancient Documents

The Gospel of Phillip [an ancient document] - PRIVATE 
The forms of evil spirit include male ones and female ones....  And none shall be able to escape them, since they detain him if he does not receive a male power or a female power, the bridegroom and the bride. One receives them [the powers] from the mirrored bridal chamber. 

If the woman had not separated from the man, she should not die with the man.  His separation became the beginning of death.  Because of this, Christ came to repair the separation, which was from the beginning, and again unite the two, and to give life to those who died as a result of the separation, and unite them.  But the woman is united to her husband in the bridal chamber.  Indeed, those who have united in the bridal chamber will no longer be separated.

Truth did not come into the world naked, but it came in types and images [symbolism].  One will not receive truth in any other way.

For the Father anointed the Son, and the Son anointed the apostles, and the apostles anointed us.  He who has been anointed possesses everything.  He possesses the resurrection, the light, the cross, the Holy Spirit.  The Father gave him this in the bridal chamber; he merely accepted (the gift).  The Father was in the Son and the Son in the Father.  This is the Kingdom of Heaven. (www.gnosis.org/naghamm/gop.html)
Hugh Nibley – Recently I collected all the references I could find—I have twice as many now—of the forty-day mission of Christ [the Lord’s teachings for forty days just after his resurrection].  Whenever you find a very early Christian text, it almost always has a title referring to "the secret teachings of the Lord to the Apostles during the forty days."  The fifty texts available to me then had four things in common.

The first was secrets, what the Lord taught the apostles after the forty days.  When he came after the resurrection, he visited them and taught them.  This was the really important thing, we're told.  They didn't understand anything until then, yet in the Bible we are told hardly a word of what he taught them.  Why not? It was secret.

…The fourth was the main thing he came to do.  He took them through the temple, he taught them temple ordinances.  Only the apostles and the general authorities, the seventies, were instructed in these—things to be handed down, not divulged to the public.  Though they were very carefully kept from the public, we have these ordinances now as they are described here, and this I have talked about in the temple on occasion.  I just mention here these generalities, the importance of these documents, what they meant to those people.  The person who receives these becomes a son.  He both gives and receives (that is what a son does—becomes a father) the signs and the tokens of the God of Truth while demonstrating the same to the Church, all in the hopes that these ordinances may some day become realities.

Remember, they are only forms, only types, yet they must be performed here.  It is the same as going to school.  If you take a good course in math, you say you are just working with symbols, dealing with things in the calculus that are very abstract, or you are dealing with unreal or irrational numbers and things like that, even though they aren't the real thing.  Some day you will know what's behind it all, in the hope that these things may some day become reality.

"They may be mere symbols," says the [ancient book] Pistis Sophia, "but they are an indispensable step to the attainment of real power.  Without the mysteries, one loses one's power."  Without the ordinances, one has no way of controlling matter. For such control begins with control of oneself.  The ordinances provide the means and the discipline by which light operates on material things.  They are meant for instruction, they are meant for practice, and they are meant as a test of obedience.  Your level in the next world will depend on the ordinances you have received in this world, and whoever receives the highest ordinances here will understand the whys and wherefores of the great plan.  You cannot hope to understand it all here. 

It is through the ordinances that one makes progress in knowledge.  For those who receive all the available ordinances and teachings here shall pass by all intermediate places and not have to give answers, signs, and stand certain tests hereafter.  "John the Baptist," another writing says, "who performed the ordinances with which he was entrusted, foretold in a special language that Christ would bring the ordinances of a higher priesthood as he had brought the ordinances of the lower."  And indeed it was the Lord who, during the forty days, revealed these ordinances to the apostles.

[According to certain ancient documents,] standing with the apostles... the Lord tells them, “I will teach you all the ordinances necessary that you may be purged by degrees and progress in the next life.  These things make it possible for you to achieve other exaltation, but they must be performed in this life.  Unless one performs them here, one cannot become a Son of Light.” ...The code word is “'Sons of Light.”  Nobody knew what it meant until now.  It means “those who have received all the ordinances.”  It is interesting to note that this same definition applies to the once mysterious title of Nazoraean, which means the same thing. 

"Until Christ came”, says the [document] Pistis Sophia, “no soul had gone through the ordinances in their completeness.  It was He who opened the ordinances in their completeness.  It was He who opened the gate and the way of life.  Those who receive these ordinances are the dispensations of the Sons of Light.  And they receive whatever they desire.  They are those who are upon the right hand, for it is by their faithfulness in these very things that they show that they are worthy to return and inherit the kingdom.  Without the ordinances, therefore, there is no foothold or foundation or anything in this life.”  In First Jeu 86: "If you want to go to the Father, you must pass through the Veil." (Old Testament and Related Studies, p. 158-161)
[Among the Mandaeans] the ordinances are the Treasure, the knowledge of the proper procedures being the very knowledge by which the elements are controlled and the spirit of man exalted."  (Old Testament and Related Studies, p., 177-178)
Below are three paraphrased highlights from his book Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, which includes an entire chapter called “Sacred Vestments” about ancient temple clothing.

· When the temple was destroyed, the priesthood was lost and the robes of the priesthood or their ministrations disappeared. p. 112-113)

· Lavish attempts by various Christian sects have failed to duplicate the original "cosmic symbolism."  Clothing was found near the Dead Sea along with the scrolls.  Some of them had the Greek gamma (right angle) and the compass patterns in them, the meaning of which is speculated at "rectitude" and "making equilibrium," respectively.  (p. 91)  
· From an ancient Egyptian prayer book, “Woe unto those whom the bridegroom shall see without the wedding garment when he comes.”  (p. 122)
Russell M. Nelson - … I would like to share a remarkable quotation that I found in a rare book in London one day while searching through the library of the British Museum. It was published as a twentieth-century English translation of an ancient Coptic text. It was written by Timothy, Patriarch of Alexandria, who died in A.D. 385. This record refers to the creation of Adam. Premortal Jesus is speaking of His Father:

"He … made Adam according to Our image and likeness, and He left him lying for forty days and forty nights without putting breath into him.  And He heaved sighs over him daily, saying, ‘If I put breath into this [man], he must suffer many pains.’  And I said unto My Father, ‘Put breath into him; I will be an advocate for him.’  And My Father said unto Me, ‘If I put breath into him, My beloved Son, Thou wilt be obliged to go down into the world, and to suffer many pains for him before Thou shalt have redeemed him, and made him to come back to his primal state.’  And I said unto My Father, ‘Put breath into him; I will be his advocate, and I will go down into the world, and will fulfil Thy command.’"  (Perfection Pending, and Other Favorite Discourses, p. 157)            (Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)

Extra Material

Gerald N. Lund - When my professor (a fine man and a wonderful teacher who was the Church of Christ minister over a large congregation in Glendale, California) handed me back [my research] paper, he said something like this:  "Jerry, I know what you Mormons believe about vicarious work for the dead. I know about your work in the temples.  And frankly, I will have to admit that it makes sense.  The scriptures are with you.  The patristic fathers [early Christian leaders] are with you.  Logic is with you."  Then he shook his head.  "But I can't accept it.  I just can't accept it."  (From his chapter in Expressions of Faith: Testimonies of Latter-day Saint Scholars, p. 64)
Melvin J. Ballard - Why is it that sometimes only one of a city or household received the Gospel?  It was made known to me that it is because of the righteous dead who had received the Gospel in the spirit world exercising themselves, and in answer to their prayers elders of the Church were sent to the homes of their posterity that the Gospel might be taught to them and through their righteousness they might be privileged to have a descendant in the flesh do the work for their dead kindred.  I want to say to you that it is with greater intensity that the hearts of the fathers and mothers in the spirit world are turned to their children than that our hearts are turned to them.  (Quoted in Studies in Scripture, v. 1, p. 60-61)
Ensign - Increasingly, however, scholars are accepting the idea that early Christians knew sacred teachings and observed sacred rites necessary for the perfecting of the Saints.  What those teachings and rites might have been anciently can be partially pieced together from disparate fragments and scattered clues that, against the odds, have survived: We know, for example, that the early Saints performed baptisms for the dead. (See 1 Cor. 15:29.) Some writings mention a secret and sacred ordinance of the “mirrored bridal chamber” associated with “the Holy of the Holies.”  A few texts speak of the Apostles and their wives forming a circle so that Jesus could teach them “the ordinances of the treasury of light, they being conducted by him through all the ordinances and thereby learning to progress in the hereafter.”  (Donald Q. Cannon, Larry E. Dahl, and John W. Welch, “The Restoration of Major Doctrines through Joseph Smith: Priesthood, the Word of God, and the Temple,” Feb 1989, p. 7.)



Dieter F. Uchtdorf, “Temple Blessings,” Ensign, Aug 2010, 4–6
Temples are an unyielding witness that goodness will prevail. President George Q. Cannon (1827–1901), First Counselor in the First Presidency, once said, “Every foundation stone that is laid for a Temple, and every Temple completed … lessens the power of Satan on the earth, and increases the power of God and Godliness.”
