The Temple in the Gospels 
Daniel C. Peterson – [Regarding an article critical of the Church -]  For there then follows a list of nine uniquely Latter-day Saint beliefs, including… the necessity of temple ordinances… "I could go on," declares the article's author, "but I trust my point is made. Christians do not believe the items listed above!  Yet all of these are part and parcel of Mormonism. Since Mormonism teaches doctrines not accepted by biblical Christianity, it is clear that Mormonism is not Christian." (FARMS Review of Books, vol. 7, no. 1 “Of Implications”)
The Latter-day Saint view of the plan of salvation is "foolishness", temple worship is "a fool's errand", and "Mormons are living in a fool's paradise".  Mormons and their leaders are "cultists." (Peterson's review of Decker's Complete Handbook on Mormonism, FARMS Review of Books, v. 7, no. 2)
Hugh Nibley - So while some Christian scholars still denounce the temple with surprising vehemence, others are markedly hesitant, and still others have reached the point of unabashedly accepting "the literalness of the future temple and its sacrificial system."  All three of these attitudes bespeak a sense of insecurity and inadequacy.  The moral of our tale is that the Christian world has been perennially haunted by the ghost of the temple—a ghost in which it does not believe … The temple has cast a shadow over the claims and the confidence of the Christian church from early times, a shadow which is by no means diminishing in our own day.  (Mormonism and Early Christianity, p. 414)
New Looks
Luke 2:49, KJV - Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?  

Luke 2:49, New International Version - Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?

Matthew B. Brown - The Greek word translated as “infallible proofs” in Acts 1:3 is a derivative of tekmerion which means “a sure sign,” “a mark,” “a token”.  (All Things Restored, p. xiii, footnote #11 . He uses Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words and The New Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible.)
Kevin Christensen - In her books, [Methodist scholar Dr. Margaret] Barker builds a strong argument that the key to understanding the New Testament comes from ideas rooted in the first temple.

A passage in [one of her books] expresses one of the most important themes.

There were many in first-century Palestine who still retained a world-view derived from the more ancient religion of Israel [that of the First Temple] in which there was a High God and several Sons of God, one of whom was Yahweh, the Holy One of Israel.  Yahweh, the Lord, could be manifested on earth in human form, as an angel or in the Davidic king.  It was as a manifestation of Yahweh, the Son of God, that Jesus was acknowledged as Son of God, Messiah and Lord.

Barker says that this worldview was largely suppressed from the Old Testament as we have it, and from first-century Judaism, as scholars had understood it before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls and other early writings such as 1 Enoch.  But while old temple traditions were largely suppressed in the canon, and obscured further by modern translations, she argues that temple traditions were known and understood by contemporaries of Jesus, and provided the mythos [pattern of basic values] in which he was known and in which he came to know himself.  Barker's books explore the evidence and implications of this temple background for understanding the New Testament and the origins of Christianity.  (From the online article “Who is Margaret Barker?” at the Maxwell Institute.  “Educated at Cambridge, Margaret Barker is a math and religion teacher at the Ockbrook School in England. She is a Methodist preacher, the mother of two children, and she acts as a trustee for a refuge for battered women.” http://maxwellinstitute.byu.edu/publications/paperschapter.php?paperid=6&chapid=49)

A Change by the End of Christ’s Mission

At the beginning of his ministry Jesus cleansed the temple - 

John 2:14, 16 - And the Jews' Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting … And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.

In his final week he again cleansed the temple …
Luke 19:45-46 - And he went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold therein, and them that bought; Saying unto them, It is written, My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of thieves.

Teacher’s Note -  Perhaps Jesus was already Lord of the temple from the beginning of his ministry but chose not to proclaim it.  Or perhaps he was given dominion over it at some point.  If so, perhaps that happened at the Mount of Transfiguration.  That mount was a natural temple, like Mt. Sinai was to Moses.  

Richard Neitzel Holzapfel - … Jesus and the three apostles ascend the holy mountain of God.  There, atop the sacred mount, they are brought into the presence of the Lord through sacred prayer.  The command of the Father to the disciples to “hear” the Son may also refer to Jesus’ standing – the full embodiment of the Father’s will. (My Father's House, Temple Worship and Symbolism in the New Testament, p. 100)
Jesus’ last pilgrimage to the temple occurred just before his death.  His long journey was over, and Luke’s account joins the other three Gospels in telling the story of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and the temple… Jesus arrives at the environs of the holy city and prepares to make his way into it, entering as one hailed as king (and going directly to the temple in it, as we eventually learn.) (ibid, p. 102)
Luke 19:38 - …Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.  
Psalms 118 – Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord: we have blessed you out of the house of the Lord … [Luke is quoting from the Old Testament.  Seeing the original passage, we can understand that Luke and the Jewish people in general would have tied this event to the temple.]
Upon entering the city, Jesus proceeds directly into the temple – this time as God’s Son, sent by his Father to the temple (the Court of the Gentiles, not the sanctuary proper) to sacrifice himself for mankind – and in a prophetic act purges it of those who by their mercantile traffic are profaning its character as a house of prayer. (Holzapfel, p. 103)

Luke 19:47 - And he taught daily in the temple.

Clearly, Jesus takes possession of the temple. His teachings in the temple are an attempt to establish holiness upon the sacred mount.  To accomplish this he must physically and spiritually cleanse the temple.  This cleansing is accomplished by casting the merchants out and by teaching the good news to circumvent the false teachings of the Jewish leaders about temple service and worship. (Holzapfel, p. 110)

The End of the Temple

Luke 19:46 – Ye have made it a den of thieves.

James E. Talmage - Within the temple grounds Jesus was filled with indignation at the scene of tumult and desecration which the place presented.  Three years before, at Passover time, He had been wrought up to a high state of righteous anger by a similar exhibition of sordid chaffering within the sacred precincts, and had driven out the sheep and oxen, and forcibly expelled the traders and the money-changers and all who were using His Father's house as a house of merchandise.  That was near the beginning of His public labor, and the vigorous action was among the first of His works to attract general attention; now, within four days of the cross, 

He cleared the courts again by casting out all "them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves"; nor would He suffer any to carry their buckets and baskets through the enclosure, as many were in the habit of doing and so making the way a common thoroughfare."  Is it not written," He demanded of them in wrath, "My house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a den of thieves." 

On the former occasion, before He had declared or even confessed His Messiahship, He had designated the temple as "My Father's house"; now that He had openly avowed Himself to be the Christ, He called it "My house." The expressions are in a sense synonymous; He and the Father were and are one in possession and dominion. The means by which the later expulsion was accomplished are not stated; but it is plain that none could withstand His authoritative command; He acted in the strength of righteousness, before which the forces of evil had to give way.  (Jesus the Christ, p. 490) 

Richard Neitzel Holzapfel - [The ancient historian] Josephus tells us of the temple’s great wealth and the political power of the ruling priests, especially the high priest.  He also relates the fact that in the decades preceding the temple’s destruction, the ruling priests committed acts of theft, violence, and bribery.  Several texts dating from A.D. 70 assert that it was because of Israel’s sin that the Herodian temple was destroyed…

[For example, a rabbi] protested because the price of a pair of doves had been raised to one gold denar, a price some twenty-five times the proper charge.  It should be remembered that the dove was the poor man’s sacrifice. (ibid, p. 104)
The temple was the place where one should acknowledge the power of the Lord.  Through the prostration (some thirteen times during a temple visit) of the people, the Israelites showed their humility.  Nevertheless, sincere and humble prayer was the major manifestation of this act of pure sacrifice.  In the parable on prayer (Luke 18:19-15) Jesus has a Pharisee and a tax collector go up to the temple.  The tax collector “went down to his house justified,” not because he had offered a sacrifice but because of his prayer and sincere repentance. (ibid, p. 101)
Jesus wanted the Jerusalem temple to become a place of prayer for all nations; he predicted that if the Jewish nation did not significantly alter its policies, the temple would instead become a place of trampling under the feet of the nations. (ibid, p. 105)
The end of the temple is a sad story, with as many as six thousand people perishing in the flames of the temple porticoes when a “false prophet” told them that God had commanded them to go to the temple to receive the signs of their salvation.  Jerusalem’s walls were breached, the temple defiled, and the people driven into exile while thousands of their dead remained behind without proper burial. (ibid, p. 111)
Into the Book of Mormon

Hugh Nibley - Let us recall that Lehi and his people, who left Jerusalem in the very last days of Solomon’s temple, were zealous in erecting altars of sacrifice and building temples of their own.  It has often been claimed that the Book of Mormon cannot contain the “fulness of the gospel,” since it does not mention the temple ordinances.  As a matter of fact, they are alluded to everywhere in the book if we know where to look for them, and the dozen or so discourses on the Atonement in the Book of Mormon are replete with temple imagery.

From all the Semitic [Jewish and Arabic] variations of kafar (atonement), for example, we concluded that the literal meaning of the term is a close and intimate embrace, which took place at the kapporet or the front cover or flap of the tabernacle or tent.  The Book of Mormon instances are quite clear:

“Behold, he sendeth an invitation unto all men, for the arms of mercy are extended towards them, and he saith: Repent, and I will receive you.”  (Alma 5:33.)
“Behold, the Lord hath redeemed my soul from hell; I have beheld his glory, and I am encircled about eternally in the arms of his love.”  (2 Nephi 1:15)
To be redeemed is to be atoned.  From this it should be clear what kind of oneness is meant by the Atonement—it is being received by the Lord in a close embrace of the returning prodigal son, expressing not only forgiveness but oneness of heart and mind that amounts to identity, like a literal family identity.  (“The Atonement of Jesus Christ, Part 1,” Ensign, July 1990, p. 18)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, http://lessons.elarsen.net)
Events in the Gospels
that Occurred in the Temple
A strong thread runs through all four Gospels: whenever Jesus was in Jerusalem, he spent time at the temple. Jesus did not reject the idea of the temple. Instead, he desired to replace the temple system in Jerusalem with a new ritual order, a sacred way of holiness and purity.  The temple was very important to Jesus.
… While John devotes the highest percentage of writings to these themes, Luke uses thirty-one more verses describing what Jesus said and did there.
[The list below] shows that the earliest Christians remembered vividly many things that Jesus said and did at the temple.  All four Gospel writers remember Jesus walking and teaching in the temple.  In the Synoptics [Matthew, Mark and Luke], directly following his triumphal entry onto the holy mount, Jesus drove out the money changers.  The temple was seen in the Jewish world as a source of God’s power.  From this sacred place flowed streams of living water and divine blessing.  Jesus was unwilling to misuse those powers.  Recollections of Jesus at the temple are even stronger in the Gospel of John, and not just at the end of Jesus’ ministry as in the other Gospels, but on many occasions for Passover and on other holy celebrations.  
In this light, it is instructive to connect what Jesus said with where he said it.  Some of his most memorable teachings about obedience, chastity, marriage, lordship, authority, priesthood, tithing, consecration, judgment, and the afterlife were given at the temple. 

1. Gabriel there foretold the Lord’s coming - Luke 1:17–19
2. Jesus presented there forty days after his birth - Luke 2:22
3. Simeon held and proclaimed the Savior - Luke 2:27–35
4. Anna gave thanks for Jesus’ redemption - Luke 2:38
5. Jesus amazed the elders there at age twelve - Luke 2:42, 46
6. Tempted at the pinnacle of the temple - Matt. 4:5–7
7. Regularly went there for Passover - John 2:13
8. Drove out merchants and their sacrificial animals - John 2:14–17
9. Encouraged payment of the temple tax - Matt. 17:24–27
10. Cleansed man at the temple pool of Bethesda - John 5:14–16
11. At Tabernacles declared himself God’s emissary - John 7:14, 28
12. There forgave a woman taken in adultery - John 8:2–11
13. Spoke in the treasury about light - John 8:12–20
14. Drove out money changers - Mark 11:15–19
15. Walked and taught there daily - Matt. 21:23; 26:55
16. Reasoned there with the Jewish leaders - Matt. 21:23–23:39
17. Had his authority challenged - Luke 20:2
18. Gave the parable of the two sons on obedience - Matt. 21:28–32
19. Taught of the wicked tenants’ rejection of the son - Mark 12:1–12
20. Gave parable of the marriage feast on chosenness - Matt. 22:1–14
21. Was asked about what belongs to Caesar or God - Luke 20:22
22. Sadducees asked about marriage and the afterlife - Matt. 22:24
23. Pharisees asked about the greatest commandment - Mark 12:28
24. Pharisees asked about Christ and the son of David - Luke 20:41
25. Jesus warned about the pride of the Scribes - Luke 20:46
26. Saw the widow offer her two mites - Mark 12:42
27. Approved Pharisaic teaching but not action - Matt. 23:3
28. Taught his priesthood leaders to be servants - Matt. 23:11
29. Gave eight woes upon the scribes and Pharisees regarding their exclusivity, long prayers, misleading converts, improper temple oaths, missing the spirit of tithing, having external purity only, outward appearances, and rejecting the prophets - Matt. 23:13–34
30. Mentioned the murder of Zacharias in the temple - Matt. 23:35
31. Lamented over the temple’s coming destruction - Luke 21:6
32. Spoke of the return of “the master of the house” - Mark 13:34–35
33. Used imagery of “my Father’s house” - John 14:2
34. Rending of the veil of the temple - Luke 23:45
35. Earliest Christians continue to meet there - Luke 24:53
(Charting the New Testament by the Neal A. Maxwell Institute, 8-11, 8-12.
The events of the Lord’s final week start at #14.)


Teachers’ Note - The Bible Dictionary has a section called “Harmony of the Gospels”.  It runs from page 684 to 696, with the last week of the Lord’s life starting on page 693.  Comparing to the list on this sheet, roughly a fifth of the recorded events of the final week were in the temple.
Presentation Notes

Include pictures from the picture kit.

1. Pass out the main sheet.

2. In the first quote (the one by Peterson) read the two quotes by anti-Mormons about our need for temple worship.

3. Give the students the sheet “Events in the Gospels that Occurred in the Temple” and have them take turns reading it.  About what percentage of the 35 events occurred in the Lord’s last week?  (Answer: #14 through #34, thus 21 total, 60%.)  
4. Continue with the main sheet.

Extra Material

How much of the “Harmony of the Gospels” section in the Bible Dictionary is about the events of the last week of the Lord’s mortal life?
	
	Page
Numbers
	Total
Pages
	Percent
of Whole

	Entire section
	684  to  696
	13
	100%

	Lord’s mortal ministry
	685 ½  to  696 ¼ 
	10 ¾ 
	83%

	Last week
	693  to  696 ¼ 
	3 ¼
	25%


Assuming for a moment that the Lord’s ministry was exactly 3 years, that would be a total of 156 weeks.  The Lord’s last week was less than 1% of his total ministry, yet 30% of the events listed the Harmony during his ministry are from that week.  (30% =  3 ¼  pages out of 10 ¾  pages)
Clearly the last week is of exceptional importance the writers of the Gospels.
The Harmony lists 115 events in the last week.  The list from Charting the New Testament contains 21 events at the temple in the last week.  Therefore roughly 18% of the recorded events of the final week were in the temple.


Summary of chart 8-11 in Charting the New Testament -

Percent of verses describing Jesus’ sayings and doings while in the temple  – 

	Matthew – 11%
	Luke – 13%

	Mark – 9%
	John – 14%




John W. Welch - … The Greek word translated into English as "perfect" in Matthew 5:48 is teleios. This important word is used in Greek religious literature to describe the person who has become fully initiated in the rituals of the religion.  Teleios is "a technical term of the mystery religions, which refers to one initiated into the mystic rites, the initiate."  The word is used in Hebrews 5:14-6:1 to distinguish between the initial teachings and the full instruction; and in Hebrews 9:11 it refers to the heavenly temple.  Generally in the Epistle to the Hebrews, its usage follows a "special use" from Hellenistic Judaism, where the word teleioo means "to put someone in the position in which he can come, or stand, before God."  Thus, in its ritual connotations, this word refers to preparing a person to be presented to come before God "in priestly action" …  Early Christians continued to use this word in this way in connection with their sacraments and ordinances.  (The Sermon at the Temple and the Sermon on the Mount: A Latter-day Saint Approach, p. 58.  Great material on this subject continues into page 61.)

The End of Christ’s Mortal Ministry

Bruce R. McConkie - But this time he does not say 'Make not my Father's house an house of merchandise," but, rather, "My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.”  Three years have passed.  Everywhere he has now testified that he and his Father are one; that he speaks the word of his Father; that whatsoever is the Father's is his also; and so now, it is Jesus' house.  Let him be charged with blasphemy, if they will.  It is his house.  It is the house of the Lord Jehovah.  He is Jehovah.  And it must meet such standards of cleanliness as he can impose for these final hours and days of his teachings therein.   (The Mortal Messiah, v. 3, p. 349)

Richard Neitzel Holzapfel - The Gospels agree that the “veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom” just before or just after Jesus’ death.  Three different interpretations of the tearing of the temple curtains have been proposed [by Christian scholars] 

1. It was a sign of the destruction of the temple

2. It was a sign of the rejection of the temple and temple worship

3. It was sign that through Jesus’ death the way to God was now open to all true believers beyond the Mosaic ordinances.

However, a careful reading of the text suggests another interpretation that fits with Luke’s general theme.

Both Matthew and Mark place the tearing of the curtain after the death of Christ, but Luke indicates that it immediately preceded Jesus’ death…

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost. (Luke 23:45-46)
If we link the tearing of the temple curtain with Jesus’ final cry from the cross … we might conclude that this image presents Jesus as communing at the last moment before his death with the Father, who is present in the temple.
Two items in Luke’s writings seem to indicate this possible interpretation …

1. Luke parallels Jesus’ death with Stephen’s death [in Acts 7, BD p. 777] with several elements.

· Both Jesus and Stephen ask for forgiveness for their murderers.

· Both commit their spirits before they die.

· Both utter an articulate cry right before dying.

· Both are buried by good, righteous, and devout men.

· The final and most important parallel has to do with Stephen’s seeing the heavens open and his vision of God …and the opening of the place of God’s presence (the temple) in the book of Luke.

2. Luke … had a very definite understanding of the ninth hour [3 pm] as “the hour of prayer” in the temple.  (Luke 23:45-46, Acts 3:1, Acts 10:1-3).

For Luke, then, Jesus’ last words represent a prayer to the God of the temple.  (My Father’s House, p. 113-115)
And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.  Amen.  (Luke 24:52-53)
Thus, the Gospel of Luke ends where it began – at the temple of Jerusalem. (My Father’s House, p. 116-117)


Before presenting the Holzapfel material above –
1. Explain that about the time Jesus died, the veil of the temple was torn from top to bottom.  State this curtain  was big and massive.  It was made of blue, purple and scarlet fine twined linen.  Maybe it was torn from the earthquake that happened.  What’s the purpose of this event and why did the Matthew, Mark and Luke tell us about it?  (Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38, Luke 23:45)  Remember that master painters never add unneeded things to a painting.

2. Preview #1 by summarizing who Stephen was and the story of his death.

3. Preview #2 by reading Luke 23:44-46, emphasizing “the ninth hour”.
