Transfiguration

3 Nephi 28 - 

 13.  And behold, the heavens were opened, and they were caught up into heaven, and saw and heard unspeakable things.

14. And it was forbidden them that they should utter; neither was it given unto them power that they could utter the things which they saw and heard;

15.  And whether they were in the body or out of the body, they could not tell; for it did seem unto them like a transfiguration of them, that they were changed from this body of flesh into an immortal state, that they could behold the things of God.

16. But it came to pass that they did again minister upon the face of the earth; nevertheless they did not minister of the things which they had heard and seen, because of the commandment which was given them in heaven.

17.  And now, whether they were mortal or immortal, from the day of their transfiguration, I know not;

Dale C. Mouritsen  - Transfiguration for mortals consists of a temporary physical and spiritual change, allowing them not only to behold the glory of God but to enter his presence.  It is characterized by illumination of countenance such as Moses experienced (Moses 1:11; Ex.  34:29-35) and comes about by an infusion of God's power (Mormon Doctrine, p. 725).  Because God is a being of transcendent glory, it is impossible for men and women to enter his presence without their physical bodies being spiritually "quickened.”  The Prophet Joseph Smith explained that God "dwells in eternal fire; flesh and blood cannot go there, for all corruption is devoured by the fire.  "Our God is a consuming fire"' (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 367; cf.  Heb.  12:29; Deut.  4:24).  Transfiguration bestows on individuals a temporary condition compatible to that of deity and allows them to see God face-to-face.  
Modern revelation says that "no man has seen God at any time in the flesh, except quickened by the Spirit of God" (D&C 67:11).  Soon after Moses' call, for example, he was transfigured so that he could withstand God's power; he later wrote: "His glory was upon me; and I beheld his face, for I was transfigured before him" (Moses 1:11).  After God's spirit withdrew, Moses returned to his normal mortal condition and testified that he had beheld God with his own eyes, not however with his natural but with his spiritual or transfigured eyes.  He explained that his "natural eyes could not have beheld; for I should have withered and died in [God's] presence" (Moses 1:10-11).  
From time to time, other worthy persons have been transfigured.  Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration so that "his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light" (Matt.  17:2).  On the same occasion, the apostles were similarly changed, enabling them to remain in his transfigured presence (TPJS, p. 158).  At the opening of the present dispensation, Joseph Smith was spiritually quickened so that he could see both God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ and receive instruction from them.  After seeing a transcendent brilliance descend upon him, the Prophet wrote: "When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air" (JS-H 1:16-17).  When the vision of the three degrees of glory was received, he and Sidney Rigdon were "in the Spirit," with the result that they "were enlightened, so as to see and understand the things of God" (D&C 76:11-12, 113-119; cf.  D&C 110:1-4).  
Transfiguration should not be confused with translation of the body, though both possibly affect the body in similar ways.  Transfiguration describes a momentary change, whereas translated beings experience a long-term change that ends only when they pass from mortality to immortality (3 Ne.  28:8).  Among those translated are Enoch and the city Zion (Moses 7:18-23, 27; MD, p. 727), Elijah, the apostle John (D&C 7), and the three Nephite disciples (3 Ne.  28:4-11, 15-40).  
The earth itself will be transfigured at Christ's second coming.  While on the Mount of Transfiguration the three apostles saw not only God's divine glory but also the earth in its transfigured state (cf.  D&C 63:21; TPJS, p. 13).  Modern revelation says that, through obedience and enduring to the end, faithful Saints will receive an inheritance upon the transformed earth when the millennial day arrives (D&C 63:20-21).  (From his entry in the Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 1485)
Harold B. Lee - Now, if you will read carefully the testimony of the Prophet Joseph Smith, you will find him relating the experience of how the Father and the Son came to him and delivered that great message as to what he should do, what church he should join and not join; he says this: "When I came to myself again, I found myself lying on my back, looking up into heaven" (JSH1:20).  In other words, he had exactly the same kind of experience that Moses had.  One must be transfigured, then, to see with his spiritual eyes and not his natural eyes.  If you will read the first chapter of the book of Revelation, where this great revelation came to John the Revelator, you will find that same thing being said by John.  He fell at His feet, he was overcome, he was witnessing by the Spirit things that he could not have beheld with his natural eyes.  (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 5)
Wilford Woodruff - When Christ and Peter,  James  and  John  went into the mount,  Moses  and Elias were manifest to them, and Jesus was transfigured before them.  The last time the Apostles ever met with the Prophet Joseph Smith, there were eleven of us present,-nine Apostles, himself and his brother Hyrum.  He likewise was transfigured before us, as far as mortal man can be.  The room which he was in was filled as with consuming fire by the power of God.  His face was clear as amber, he was clothed with the power of God.  We did not know he was going to leave us any more than the Apostles knew the Savior was going to leave them in that day.  But he told us what our duties were.  (Collected Discourses by Brian Stuy, v. 4, April 7 1895)
Truman Madsen - This was the occasion when Brigham Young was "transfigured," appearing in a form and manner similar to that of Joseph Smith.  This is known in our annals as the "mantle experience.”  Some historians write the experience off as hallucinatory or as a legend that grew up later.  But I have combed the sources and found at least a hundred journal entries or letters that were written in the very period.  Brigham Young didn't look like the Prophet Joseph Smith.  He was two to three inches shorter and heavier in the chest.  He had a stocky build, and he certainly had a voice and a style of speaking that were different from Joseph's.  And yet on that occasion there were many who suddenly felt they were hearing and seeing the Prophet Joseph Smith.  Some people actually stood up and shouted, "It's Joseph!" Some children tugged on their mothers' skirts and said, "Mother, Mother, look!" Some who had been familiar with a slight whistle in the Prophet Joseph's speech caused by a lost tooth said they could detect even that in Brigham's presentation.  After Brigham spoke, the question was put to a vote.  The vote was almost unanimous in the affirmative: "We sustain the Twelve, with Brigham Young at their head.”  (The Presidents of the Church, chapter on Brigham Young, section titled “The Passing of the Keys”.)
Orson Hyde – We went among the congregation and President Young went on the stand.  Well, he spoke, and his words went through me like electricity.  "Am I mistaken?" said I, "or is it really the voice of Joseph Smith?" This is my testimony; it was not only the voice of Joseph, but there were the features, the gestures and even the stature of Joseph before us in the person of Brigham.  And though it may be said that President Young is a complete mimic, and can mimic anybody, I would like to see the man who can mimic another in stature who was about four or five inches higher than himself.  Every one in the congregation-every one who was inspired by the Spirit of the Lord-felt it.  They knew it.  They realized it.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 13, p. 181)
Hugh Nibley - Eduard Meyer [a non-Mormon scholar], for example, one of the profoundest and best informed of all the searchers after such resemblances, pointed out that there are definite parallels between Joseph Smith's account of his first vision and that in the New Testament of the vision beheld by the three Apostles on the mountain of the Transfiguration. Some scholars viewed that as a very suspicious circumstance, but is it any more suspicious than the close resemblance between the Transfiguration, as it is called, and the story of Moses on Sinai? In both instances we read of the ascent of a mountain, a dazzling light, a cloud, the transfigured countenance, the terror of the beholders, a holy conversation in which two of the conversants were the same, Moses and the Lord.  (The World and the Prophets, 3rd ed., p. 233–234)
transfigure -  
· To alter the outward appearance of; transform.

· To exalt or glorify.  (answers.com)
· To change or cause to change in appearance. 

· To become or cause to become more exalted [Latin trans- beyond + figura appearance].
· Change completely the nature or appearance of. (thefreedictionary.com)
Guide to the Scriptures - The condition of persons who are temporarily changed in appearance and nature—that is, lifted to a higher spiritual level—so that they can endure the presence and glory of heavenly beings.

Transfiguration of Christ: Peter, James, and John saw the Lord glorified and transfigured before them.  The Savior had before promised that Peter would receive the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Matt.  16: 13-19; 17: 1-9; Mark 9: 2-10; Luke 9: 28-36; 2 Pet.  1: 16-18).  At this important event, the Savior, Moses, and Elias (Elijah) gave the promised keys of the priesthood to Peter, James, and John.  With these priesthood keys, the Apostles had the power to continue the work of the kingdom after the ascension of Jesus.

Joseph Smith taught that on the mount of transfiguration, Peter, James, and John were also transfigured.  They saw a vision of the earth as it will appear in its future glorified condition (D&C 63: 20-21).  They saw Moses and Elijah, two translated beings, and heard the voice of the Father.  The Father said,”This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt.  17: 5).

Transfigured beings: They saw the God of Israel, Ex.  24: 9-11.  The skin of his face shone while he talked with God, Ex.  34: 29 (Mark 9: 2-3).  Jesus’ face did shine, Matt.  17: 2 (Mark 9: 2-3).  Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory, 2 Cor.  3: 7. Abinadi’s face shown with exceeding luster, Mosiah 13: 5-9.  They were encircled about as if by fire, Hel.  5: 23, 36, 43-45 (3 Ne.  17: 24; 19: 14).  They were as white as the countenance of Jesus, 3 Ne.  19: 25.  It did seem unto them like a transfiguration, 3 Ne.  28: 15.  No man has seen God in the flesh, except quickened by the Spirit, D&C 67: 10-12.  By the power of the Spirit our eyes were opened, D&C 76: 12.  The glory of God was upon Moses, Moses 1: 2. His glory was upon me; and I beheld his face, for I was transfigured, Moses 1: 11.  I beheld the heavens open, and I was clothed upon with glory, Moses 7: 3-4.  (http://scriptures.lds.org)
Extra Material

Matthew 17:1-2 - And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 

D&C 67:10-13 - And again, verily I say unto you that it is your privilege, and a promise I give unto you that have been ordained unto this ministry, that inasmuch as you strip yourselves from jealousies and fears, and humble yourselves before me, for ye are not sufficiently humble, the veil shall be rent and you shall see me and know that I am—not with the carnal neither natural mind, but with the spiritual.  For no man has seen God at any time in the flesh, except quickened by the Spirit of God.  Neither can any natural man abide the presence of God, neither after the carnal mind.  Ye are not able to abide the presence of God now, neither the ministering of angels; wherefore, continue in patience until ye are perfected. 

Moses 1:2 - And he saw God face to face, and he talked with him, and the glory of God was upon Moses; therefore Moses could endure his presence.
Moses 1:11 -  But now mine own eyes have beheld God; but not my natural, but my spiritual eyes, for my natural eyes could not have beheld; for I should have withered and died in his presence; but his glory was upon me; and I beheld his face, for I was transfigured before him.
JST Exodus 33:20 - And he said unto Moses, Thou canst not see my face at this time, lest mine anger be kindled against thee also, and I destroy thee, and thy people; for there shall no man among them see me at this time, and live, for they are exceeding sinful. And no sinful man hath at any time, neither shall there be any sinful man at any time, that shall see my face and live.
Joseph Smith History 1:16-17 - …I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me.  It no sooner appeared than I found myself delivered from the enemy which held me bound. When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other—This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him! 



Probably this is just a generalization -

Elder Boyd K. Packer, The Temple, the Priesthood, Ensign (CR), May 1993, p.18

Remember, it was the resurrected John the Baptist, "under the direction of Peter, James and John, who held the keys of the Priesthood of Melchizedek,”21 who came, in person, to restore the Aaronic Priesthood,22 and it was the resurrected Peter, James, and John who came, in person, to restore the Melchizedek Priesthood23—facts in Church history except for which our claim to priesthood authority would be invalid.
