Building Upon Rock

2-Discerning Opinion from Revealed Truth
Alma 40:20 - Now, my son, I do not say that their resurrection cometh at the resurrection of Christ; but behold, I give it as my opinion, that the souls and the bodies are reunited, of the righteous, at the resurrection of Christ, and his ascension into heaven.  [Opinion – “The judgment which the mind forms of any proposition, statement, theory, or event, the truth or falsehood of which is supported by a degree of evidence that renders it probable, but does not produce absolute knowledge or certainty.” – Webster’s 1828 Dictionary]
Nyman and Tate - Alma … believed there may be more than one time when people will be resurrected ... Alma acknowledged that he was not sure when the various groups would be resurrected. He supposed that all who died before the resurrection of Christ would come forth before any who died after that event (Alma 40:19). "It is evident," observed Elder Joseph Fielding Smith, that "Alma's understanding of the extent of the resurrection at the time the Savior came forth from the dead was limited, therefore he stated only his opinion". Alma correctly suggested that only the righteous will rise with Christ from the grave (Alma 40:20-21). This confusion stands in marked contrast to Alma's positive testimony concerning the spirit world which he declared had been made known to him by an angel (Alma 40:11-14).  (Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Alma, the Testimony of the Word, BYU Religious Studies Center, p. 203.)
Teachers’ Comments – In addition to “opinion” Alma uses other interesting qualifiers in Alma 11 –
· Now, there are some that have understood that this … (v. 15)
· Yea, I admit it may be termed a … (v. 15)
· Now, we do not suppose that this … (v. 17)
· Ye cannot suppose that this is what it meaneth. (v. 17)
· … Whether [this or that] … I do not say [i.e. I do not take a stand on it]; (v. 19)
· … let it suffice, that I say that they all come forth;  (v. 19)
· But whether it be [this or that], I do not say; but this much I say … (v. 21)
Alma 7:8 - Behold, I do not say that he will come among us at the time of his dwelling in his mortal tabernacle; for behold, the Spirit hath not said unto me that this should be the case. Now as to this thing I do not know; but this much I do know, that the Lord God hath power to do all things which are according to his word.

Alma 37:11 - Now these mysteries are not yet fully made known unto me; therefore I shall forbear.

1 Nephi 22:3 - Wherefore, the things of which I have read are things pertaining to things both temporal and spiritual; for it appears that the house of Israel, sooner or later, will be scattered upon all the face of the earth, and also among all nations. [Appear - to seem, in opposition to reality. – Webster’s 1828 Dictionary]
2 Nephi 2:17 - And I, Lehi, according to the things which I have read, must needs suppose that an angel of God, according to that which is written, had fallen from heaven; wherefore, he became a devil, having sought that which was evil before God.  [Suppose - To lay down or state as a proposition or fact that may exist or be true, though not known or believed to be true or to exist; or to imagine or admit to exist, for the sake of argument or illustration. – Webster’s 1828 Dictionary]
Teachers’ Comments – The problem is that occasionally a church leader in times past spoke his opinion without clarifying it as such.  Some in particular spoke rigidly, dogmatically and with great confidence - but sometimes did so on matters that were really speculation.  Compare this with Alma’s humility and care: “Now, my son, I do not say that their resurrection cometh at the resurrection of Christ; but behold, I give it as my opinion, that the souls and the bodies are reunited, of the righteous, at the resurrection of Christ, and his ascension into heaven.  But whether it be at his resurrection or after, I do not say; but this much I say…” (Alma 40:20-21)  The great prophet who was otherwise strong in declaring his message was careful to couch his view (accurate as it was) as his opinion.  Mormon could have edited that out but he retained it, possibly as a lesson to us.  Once again the Book of Mormon reveals itself as a masterpiece of accuracy.

Joseph Fielding Smith - It makes no difference what is written or what anyone has said, if what has been said is in conflict with what the Lord has revealed, we can set it aside.  My word, and teachings of any other member of the Church, high or low, if they do not square with the revelations, we need not accept them. Let us have this matter clear.  We have accepted the four standard works as the measuring yardsticks, or balances, by which we measure every man's doctrine.  You cannot accept the books written by the authorities of the Church as standards of doctrine, only in so far as they accord with revealed word in the standard works. 

Every man who writes is responsible, not the Church, for what he writes.  If Joseph Fielding Smith writes something which is out of harmony with the revelations, then every member of the Church is duty bound to reject it.  If he writes that which is in perfect harmony with the revealed word of the Lord, then it should be accepted." (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 3, p.203-204)

Harold B. Lee - If anyone, regardless of his position in the Church, were to advance a doctrine that is not substantiated by the standard Church works, meaning the Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price, you may know that his statement is merely his private opinion.  The only one authorized to bring forth any new doctrine is the President of the Church, who, when he does, will declare it as revelation from God, and it will be so accepted by the Council of the Twelve and sustained by the body of the Church.  And if any man speak a doctrine which contradicts what is in the standard Church works, you may know by that same token that it is false and you are not bound to accept it as truth.  (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 544)
Gregory Prince and William Robert Wright - [David O.] McKay's first step was to obtain a copy of the book [Mormon Doctrine] and study it. One of his secretaries noted, "He went through the whole thing. He had paper clips [on the pages where he had a question], and there were hundreds of them there." Then he summoned two senior apostles, Mark E. Petersen and Marion G. Romney. "I asked them if they would together go over Elder Bruce R. McConkie's book, Mormon Doctrine and make a list of the corrections that should be made preparatory to his sending out an addendum to all members of the church who have purchased his book."

...  Peterson and Romney took ten months to critique the book and make their report to the First Presidency. Romney submitted a lengthy letter on January 7, 1960, detailing what he felt were the most egregious errors in the book and noting: "Its nature and scope and the authoritative tone of the style in which it is written pose the question as to the propriety of the author's attempting such a project without assignment and supervision from him whose right and responsibility it is to speak for the church on 'Mormon Doctrine.' " 

On the same day, Petersen gave McKay an oral report in which he recommended 1,067 corrections that "affected most of the 776 pages of the book." (David O. McKay and the Rise of Modern Mormonism, as quoted in The Salt Lake Tribune, “McKay vs. Publication of 'Mormon Doctrine'”, 7 May 2005)
Brigham Young - I am more afraid that this people have so much confidence in their leaders that they will not inquire for themselves of God whether they are led by him. I am fearful they settle down in a state of blind self-security, trusting their eternal destiny in the hands of their leaders with a reckless confidence that in itself would thwart the purposes of God in their salvation, and weaken that influence they could give to their leaders, did they know for themselves, by the revelations of Jesus, that they are led in the right way. Let every man and woman know, by the whispering of the Spirit of God to themselves, whether their leaders are walking in the path the Lord dictates, or not. (Discourses of Brigham Young, p.135)
Understanding in Shades and Degrees

D&C 10:37 - But as you cannot always judge the righteous, or as you cannot always tell the wicked from the righteous, therefore I say unto you, hold your peace until I shall see fit to make all things known unto the world concerning the matter.

D&C 50:24 - That which is of God is light; and he that receiveth light, and continueth in God, receiveth more light; and that light groweth brighter and brighter until the perfect day.

D&C 128:21 - … Giving line upon line, precept upon precept; here a little, and there a little …

Joseph Smith’s Question About The Second Coming

Teachers’ Comments – Consider the strange experience of when Joseph Smith asked about the date of the Second Coming.  These verses are from D&C 130- .

v14 - I was once praying very earnestly to know the time of the coming of the Son of Man, when I heard a voice repeat the following:

v15 - Joseph, my son, if thou livest until thou art eighty-five years old, thou shalt see the face of the Son of Man; therefore let this suffice, and trouble me no more on this matter.

v16 - I was left thus, without being able to decide whether this coming referred to the beginning of the millennium or to some previous appearing, or whether I should die and thus see his face.

v17 - I believe the coming of the Son of Man will not be any sooner than that time.

Consider these questions -

· What would we think or conclude if the Prophet had not included verses 16 and 17?

· In verse 16 Joseph Smith speculates as to three possible explanations.  Why did he go to that extra effort and thought instead of just saying he was not sure of the meaning?

· Why did the Lord not just say “No man knoweth the day or hour - and that’s the way it’s going to stay”?  

· Is the Lord’s tone in this passage one of discouraging our inquiries about things that are not already revealed? 

Joseph would turn 85 in the year 1890.  Most of us would have taken the Lord’s response as a clear definition that the Second Coming would be in that year.  However Joseph himself raises not one but two additional interpretations of what the Lord meant.  He could not classify any of them as absolutely true or absolutely false.  So this amazing seer, who had peered into heaven and into the eternities, wrote the only possible conclusion: "I believe the coming of the Son of Man will not be any sooner than that time".

Personal Accuracy

Teachers’ Comments – In addition to taking care in exactly what they say, some people back it up with a great amount of work and research.  Among our more recent leaders all are impressive.  Perhaps in recent decades the computer and other time-saving aids have helped.  President Hinckley, Elder Maxwell, Elder Oaks and Elder Nelson are especially amazing.  Elder Oaks gives an example from his time as a court judge –

Just before sending [a legal “casebook”] to the publisher, I was leafing through the manuscript and a particular court opinion caught my attention. As I looked at it, I had a profoundly uneasy feeling. I asked my assistant to check that opinion again to see if everything was in order. He reported that it was. In a subsequent check of the completed manuscript, I was again stopped at that case, again with great feelings of uneasiness. This time I went to the law library myself. There, in some newly received publications, I discovered that this case had just been reversed on appeal. If that opinion had been published in my casebook, it would have been a serious professional embarrassment. I was saved by the restraining power of revelation.  (“Revelation,” New Era, Sep. 1982, p. 38)

Additional Pointers  (Teachers’ Comments)
In addition to being sensitive to discern between opinion and revealed truth, there are some additional tips that might help us in qualifying, categorizing and filing away in our souls the things we hear.

Current Calling - A person’s position and calling at the time can be very relevant.  As an apostle Elder Ezra Taft Benson wrote strong views about politics and against communism.  When he became the President of the Church he rarely if ever mentioned the topics.  This is not to say he changed his views, but he may have refrained possibly because of the added weight we as Church members might put on his words.  Similarly if one of us speaks in Sacrament Meeting about the end of the world or about the need for a year’s supply, most of us would take it calmly.  If however the bishop stood and said the same things we would be likely to panic. (
Joseph Smith Quotes – They are of two main types, those he wrote (or dictated) and reviewed for publication, and those he spoke (probably even without written notes) that were recorded in someone else’s diary who was present.  The book Teachings Of The Prophet Joseph Smith contains both kinds – without revealing which are which.  A more modern work, The Words Of Joseph Smith (by Andrew F. Ehat and Lyndon W. Cook), contains ALL of the diary accounts of Joseph’s sermons, word for word – even with words that the diarist scratched out or rewrote.  It is fun to compare the same sermon recorded by different people. 

Manners of Speech - People speak in different ways.  President Hinckley speaks in meek, very polite, non-aggressive words – yet with incredible accuracy and care.  Even his off-the-cuff responses to the news media are amazing.  Personally we suggest that we can take even his passively stated directives and opinions very, very seriously.  At the other end of the spectrum are people who speak aggressively with great surety, but do so even in areas that could use more thought and work.

Wise Councilors - Proverbs 11:14 says, “Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.”  (“For lack of guidance a nation falls, but many advisers make victory sure.” – New International Version)  
Seek the understanding of the wise ones within family, quorum and ward members.  

(By Zan and Misty Larsen.

A similar document is “Discerning Opinion.doc)

Extra Material

Joseph Smith - This morning I read German and visited with a brother and sister from Michigan, who thought that "a prophet is always a prophet;" but I told them that a prophet was a prophet only when he was acting as such.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 278)
James E. Faust - We make no claim of infallibility or perfection in the prophets, seers, and revelators.  (Ensign, Nov. 1989, p. 8)
George Q. Cannon - President Woodruff is distinguished from every other one of us by the fact that he possesses the keys of the kingdom on the earth.  He represents the Supreme authority.  His voice to us, in its place, brings to us the voice of God.  Not that he is God; not that he is infallible.  He is a fallible man.  His Counselors are fallible men.  The First Presidency cannot claim, individually or collectively, infallibility.  Infallibility is not given to men.  They are fallible.  But God is infallible.  (Brian H. Stuy, ed., Collected Discourses, v. 4, p. April 7 1895)
Brigham Young - We are all liable to err; are subject, more or less, to the errors incident to the human family.  We would be pleased to get along without these errors, and many may think that a man in my standing ought to be perfect; no such thing.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 10, p. 212)
Mark L. McConkie - Following the Brethren, however, does not imply blind obedience, for every member of the Church is entitled to an individual witness of the Holy Spirit that the leadership of the Church is inspired by God. For this reason, following the living prophet obliges members to live worthy to receive personal inspiration and revelation. It gives contemporary meaning to Moses' desire that "all the Lord's people" be prophets and thus recipients of inspiration (Num. 11:29), and to the Savior's saying that all should "live by every word that proceedeth forth from the mouth of God" (D&C 84:44; Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4).  Because Church members are entitled to divine confirmation of prophetic declarations, there is no teaching among Latter-day Saints of "prophetic infallibility." As Joseph Smith taught, "a prophet was a prophet only when…acting as such." (TPJS, p. 278) (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, p. 520)
Neal A. Maxwell - President Joseph F. Smith counseled on one occasion: "I do not think it is my right or prerogative to point out the supposed defects of the Prophet Joseph Smith, or Brigham Young, or any other of the leaders of the Church.  Let the Lord God Almighty judge them and speak for or against them as it may seem Him good—but not I; it is not for me, my brethren, to do this.  Our enemies may have taken advantage of us, in times gone by, because of unwise things that may have been said.  Some of us, may now, give to the world the same opportunity to speak evil against us, because of that which we say which should not be spoken at all." (Conference Report, October 1909, p. 124-25)
Neal A. Maxwell - On yet another occasion, prior to the sustaining of the General Authorities of the Church, President Smith extended an invitation to those in attendance at the general conference as follows:  "We desire the brethren and sisters who come to the conference to come with their hearts full of the spirit of wisdom and of truth, and if you discern in us any lack of wisdom, or of judgment, any failure in the performance of our duty, we desire that those who have superior experience and knowledge, and greater intelligence, will do us the honor and favor of coming to us individually and letting us know wherein we come short.  We will give a thousand errors, if we can find them or if they exist in us,—any moment for one truth." (Conference Report, April 1908, p. 8) (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 113)
Henry Eyring (father of Elder Eyring) - My wife and I have a lot that is sixty feet across the front, one hundred feet deep, and extends straight up to the limits of space, so far as I know. Clearly, this qualifies me to speak on the broader aspects of the universe.  (Reflections of a Scientist, p. 65)
Hugh Nibley - We are not free to discuss any imaginable question simply because we say we are. I am not permitted to discuss botany with anybody, at any time or place; it is not the jealousy of a reactionary society or the dictates of a narrow church that cramp my style - I just don't happen to know anything about botany.  (Temple and Cosmos: Beyond This Ignorant Present, p. 448)
Joseph Smith - I showed them that it was generally in consequence of the brethren disregarding or disobeying counsel that they became dissatisfied and murmured; and many when they arrived here, were dissatisfied with the conduct of some of the Saints, because everything was not done perfectly right, and they get angry, and thus the devil gets advantage over them to destroy them.  I told them I was but a man, and they must not expect me to be perfect; if they expected perfection from me, I should expect it from them; but if they would bear with my infirmities and the infirmities of the brethren, I would likewise bear with their infirmities.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 181)
Joseph Fielding Smith – All teachings must conform to revelations. It is not to be supposed from this that all that has been written outside of the standard works of the Church is discarded and rejected, for these things are profitable as helps in the government of the Church, and to promote faith in the members. The point is this, if in these books mistakes are found, "they are the mistakes of men," and the Church as an organization is not to be held accountable for them, but for that which is received from time to time by vote of the Church, as it comes through the President of the High Priesthood. When the Lord reveals his mind and will, it is to be received, "whether by mine own voice or by the voice of my servants, it is the same," but we are not to be judged by unauthorized sayings or deeds.  (Doctrines of Salvation, v. 1, p. 322)
Neal A. Maxwell - It is my opinion that all the scriptures, including the Book of Mormon, will remain in the realm of faith. Science will not be able to prove or disprove holy writ. However, enough plausible evidence will come forth to prevent scoffers from having a field day, but not enough to remove the requirement of faith. (Plain and Precious Things, p. 4)
Bruce C. Hafen - We need to develop the capacity to form judgments of our own about the value of ideas, opportunities, or people who may come into our lives.  We won't always have the security of knowing whether a certain idea is "Church approved," because new ideas don't always come along with little tags attached to them saying whether they have been reviewed at Church headquarters.  (The Believing Heart, p. 63)
Spencer W. Kimball - A prophet needs to be more than a priest or a minister or an elder. His voice becomes the voice of God to reveal new programs, new truths, new solutions. I make no claim of infallibility for him, but he does need to be recognized of God, an authoritative person.  (Conference Report, April 1970, p. 120)

Michael R. Ash – “we respect and venerate” the prophet, said Elder Charles W. Penrose, but “we do not believe that his personal views or utterances are revelations from God.”  (Millennial Star, 54:191) … Elder J. Reuben Clark said that “’even the President of the Church has not always spoken under the direction of the Holy Ghost.’” (Quoted in Faithful History: Essays on Writing Mormon History, p. 82.)  (Shaken Faith Syndrome, p. 19)
Michael R. Ash – In D&C 18:18 we learn that the Holy Ghost will “manifest all things which are expedient unto the children of men” (emphasis added).  What is “expedient”?  Old Testament prophets had pre-critical and incorrect views of the earth, space, and a multitude of other scientific matters.  Is it expedient for modern-day prophets to have infallible views as the location of the Hill Cumorah, the breadth and depth of Noah’s flood, or the cultural composition of a pre- (or post-) Lehite New World?  Those things that are expedient (profitable or useful) deal with the principles that help us return to God.”  (Shaken Faith Syndrome, p. 26)


Boyd K. Packer - What I say is based on these convictions:  

First: instruction vital to our salvation is not hidden in an obscure verse or phrase in the scriptures. To the contrary, essential truths are repeated over and over again. 

Second: every verse, whether oft-quoted or obscure, must be measured against other verses. There are complementary and tempering teachings in the scriptures which bring a balanced knowledge of truth. 

Next: there is a consistency in what the Lord says and what He does, that is evident in all creation. Nature can teach valuable lessons about spiritual and doctrinal matters. The Lord drew lessons from flowers and foxes, from seeds and salt, and sparrows and sunsets. 

Fourth: not all that God has said is in the Bible. Other scriptures—the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price—have equal validity, and they sustain one another. 

Fifth: while much must be taken on faith alone, there is individual revelation through which we may know the truth. “There is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding.” (Job 32:8.) What may be obscure in the scriptures can be made plain through the gift of the Holy Ghost. We can have as full an understanding of spiritual things as we are willing to earn. 

And I add one more conviction: there is an adversary who has his own channels of spiritual communication. He confuses the careless and prompts those who serve him to devise deceptive, counterfeit doctrine, carefully contrived to appear genuine. 

I mention this because now, as always, there are self-appointed spokesmen who scoff at what we believe and misrepresent what we teach. (Ensign, Nov 1984, 66)


Quentin L. Cook - A derogatory comment occasionally made about members of the Church is: “They are like sheep waiting to be told what to do by their leaders.  Why can’t they think for themselves?”  While this comment may sound plausible on its face, the truth is that faithful Latter-day Saints, in a thoughtful and prayerful manner, study the doctrines and principles in the scriptures and in the counsel from living prophets and then seek to receive a confirming witness from the Holy Ghost.  (Ensign, Feb 2006, p. 53–55)


Harold B. Lee – We can know when a man speaks as a prophet.  Now, when does a person speak as a prophet?  Do you recall that oft-repeated revelation in which the Lord said:     

And, behold, this is an ensample unto all those who were ordained unto this priesthood [and he is talking of General Authorities], whose mission is appointed unto them to go forth-     

They shall speak as they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost.   

And whatsoever they shall speak when moved upon by the Holy Ghost shall be scripture, shall be the will of the Lord, shall be the mind of the Lord, shall be the word of the Lord, shall be the voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto salvation.  (D&C 68:2-4.)     

This is so when a General Authority is speaking by the power of the Holy Ghost.   

Someone has rightly said that it is not to be thought that every word spoken by our leaders is inspired.  The Prophet Joseph Smith wrote in his personal diary: "This morning I visited with a brother and sister from Michigan, who thought that 'a prophet is always a prophet'; but I told them that a prophet was a prophet only when he was acting as such" (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 278.)     

It is not to be thought that every word spoken by the General Authorities is inspired, or that they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost in everything they write.  I don't care what his position is, if he writes something or speaks something that goes beyond anything that you can find in the standard Church works, unless that one be the prophet, seer, and revelator - please note that one exception - you may immediately say, "Well, that is his own idea.”  And if he says something that contradicts what is found in the standard Church works, you may know by that same token that it is false, regardless of the position of the man who says it.  We can know or have the assurance that they are speaking under inspiration if we so live that we can have a witness that what they are speaking is the word of the Lord.  There is only one safety, and that is that we shall live to have the witness to know.  President Brigham Young said something to the effect that "the greatest fear I have is that the people of this church will accept what we say as the will of the Lord without first praying about it and getting the witness within their own hearts that what we say is the word of the Lord" (see Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 135).  
A prophet may not always speak as a prophet.  We had a bishop from down in Florida that had a great problem.  A third of his total ward membership had been trying to buy a large piece of property, twenty-six thousand acres.  They had obligated themselves to a bank and an insurance company and things hadn't gone right, and now the bank and the insurance company were going to foreclose.  The property was worth twice as much as they had borrowed, but somebody had to bail them out.  So this good bishop called the First Presidency's office and said, "I'd like to come to Salt Lake.  I'd like to see if we can do something to save my people.”  This good bishop, good old Southerner that he was, came with all the papers.  He just neglected everything else pertaining to his business, because he wanted to save his people.  And so for two hours the First Presidency listened to him, and I sat there and I said, "No, we can't do that.  We can't invest the Lord's money in that property.  It can't be done.  No, I can't see a way out.  We'd get into more trouble.”  I could see all these difficulties, and so he was sent on his way back home.  The President of the Church had said no.  But before the next morning came, I knew that the President of the Church hadn't been speaking by the Spirit of the Lord.  And when I met my counselors the next morning I said, "Where's the bishop?" And they said, "Oh, he's left on an early morning plane back home.”  And I said, "Well, I've had a complete change.  I've done some praying; I've done some thinking.  We mustn't let that bishop go down there without sending somebody down to see if we can help him.  I don't know whether we can or not, but we can't send him back with just saying, 'No, there's nothing we can do to help you.' We've got to see if there's not some alternatives.”  We've had some brethren down there this last week trying to see if we can find a way by which part of the land might be purchased for what is all owing on the balance and save them sixteen thousand acres of their property.  Now, I don't know what they're coming back with, but I knew that I hadn't spoken by the Spirit of the Lord the night before.  But I knew before the next morning what the Lord was trying to say to me.     

Now, do you see the difference of what I'm trying to say to you?  Sometimes we can speak just as a man.  But when we get the Spirit of the Lord we may think differently, and so it's our responsibility when we stand in holy places that we speak by the Spirit of the Lord and make as sure as we possibly can that we're speaking as the Lord directs us to speak.  
Prophets may speak their own opinions at times.  There have been times when even the President of the Church has not been moved upon by the Holy Ghost.  There is, I suppose you'd say, a classic story of Brigham Young in the time when Johnston's army was on the move.  The Saints were all inflamed, and President Young had his feelings whetted to fighting pitch.  He stood up in the morning session of general conference and preached a sermon vibrant with defiance at the approaching army, declaring an intention to oppose them and drive them back.  In the afternoon he rose and said that Brigham Young had been talking in the morning but the Lord was going to talk now.  He then delivered an address the tempo of which was the exact opposite of the morning sermon.  (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 540-542)


Mark L. McConkie - Thus it is that prophets are entitled to personal opinions just like any other man (Alma 40:20; 1 Corinthians 7:25), and sometimes have differences among themselves.  They even make mistakes (Galatians 2:11).  Orson Hyde, for instance, once preached a sermon that contained some false sentiments.  Joseph Smith was present, and following the meeting said, "I told Elder Hyde that I was going to offer some corrections to his sermon this morning," and, to Elder Hyde's eternal credit, Elder Hyde replied, "They shall be thankfully received.”  In the afternoon meeting Joseph spoke and "then corrected Elder Hyde's remarks, the same as I had done to him privately" (Nelson, 1979, p. 215-16).  Similarly, we have in our history an account of Brigham Young preaching something in the morning session of a conference and returning in the afternoon session of the same conference and saying "this morning you heard what Brigham Young thinks about this subject, and now I would like to tell you what the Lord thinks about it.”  He then reversed the position he had taken in the morning session (McConkie, 1966a).  (Remembering Joseph, Personal Recollections of Those Who Know the Prophet Joseph Smith, Deseret Book Company, 2003, no pg number available.)
1 Thessalonians 5:21 - Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
D&C 6:19 – [To Oliver Cowdery regarding Joseph Smith] Admonish him in his faults, and also receive admonition of him. Be patient; be sober; be temperate; have patience, faith, hope and charity.
Thomas S. Rogers - John D. Lee reported that in 1840 he [Joseph Smith] said publicly that he had his failings, passions and temptations to struggle against, just as had the greatest stranger to God, and that no man was justified in submitting to his sinful nature.  He did not want his followers to sanctify him.  In a speech of May 21, 1843, he said, "I have not an idea that there has been a great many very good men since Adam.  . .  . I do not want you to think I am very righteous for I am not very righteous.”  To keep his actions from being misconstrued, Joseph frequently pointed out the difference between his behavior as a man and as a prophet.  On one occasion he told visitors to Nauvoo, "A prophet is only a prophet when he is acting as such.”  (From his chapter in By Study and Also by Faith: Essays in Honor of Hugh W. Nibley on the Occasion of His Eightieth Birthday, edited by John M. Lundquist and Stephen D. Ricks, v. 2, p. 594.  He quotes from Joseph Smith: The First Mormon, by Donna Hill, p. 343.)
J.  Lewis Taylor - A prophet of God is also human, an admission usually more readily grasped by the prophet himself than by his followers.  “A prophet is a prophet,” said Joseph, “only when he [is] acting as such.”  
Joseph Smith was extraordinarily candid in his self-evaluations before the Saints, and he readily confessed his imperfections to them, along with his desire to improve.  Consider these public statements:

“I am subject to like passions as other men, like the prophets of olden times.  Notwithstanding my weaknesses, I am under the necessity of bearing the infirmities of others.  …” 

“I told them [the Saints] I was but a man, and they must not expect me to be perfect; if they expected perfection from me, I should expect it from them; but if they would bear with my infirmities … I would likewise bear with their infirmities.” (Joseph the Prophet: A Self-Portrait,” Ensign, Jun 1973, p. 40.)


[This is isn’t the same as the quote used on page 1.  It’s similar but more in depth.]

Harold B. Lee - The scriptures are the standard by which to measure truth.  All that we teach in this church ought to be couched in the scriptures.  We ought to choose our texts from the scriptures, and wherever you have an illustration in the scriptures or a revelation in the Book of Mormon, use it, and do not draw from other sources where you can find it here in these books.  We call these the standard Church works because they are standard.  If you want to measure truth, measure it by the four standard Church works.  If it is not in the standard works, you may well assume that it is speculation.  It is man's own personal opinion, to put it another way; and if it contradicts what is in the scriptures, you may know by that same token that it is not true.  This is the standard by which you measure all truth.  But if you do not know the standards, you have no adequate measure of truth.

Measure doctrinal truth by the scriptures.  We have the standard Church works.  Why do we call them standard?   If there is any teacher who teaches a doctrine that can't be substantiated from the standard Church works—and I make one qualification, and that is unless that one be the President of the Church, who alone has the right to declare new doctrine—then you may know by that same token that such a teacher is but expressing his own opinion.  If, on the other hand, you have someone teaching a doctrine that cannot be substantiated by the scriptures, and more than that, if it contradicts what is in the standard Church works, you may know that that person is teaching false doctrine, no matter what his position in this church may be.  The President of the Church alone may declare the mind and will of God to His people.  No officer nor any other church in the world has this high and lofty prerogative.  When the President proclaims any such new doctrine, he will declare it to be a revelation from the Lord. (The Teachings of Harold B. Lee, p. 149.)


Brigham Young - I delight in hearing my brethren speak. I do not know that I was ever more gratified in hearing a servant of God bring forth out of his storehouse the riches of eternity than I was, a week ago this morning, in hearing brother Hyde set forth the beautiful things pertaining to the kingdom of our God. I have been equally edified to-day, if I do not exactly agree with him in regard to the means for the further promotion of the kingdom of God, and bearing off his people.
… I do not always entirely agree with some in their sayings; but my brethren, like myself, sometimes do not use the language best adapted to convey their ideas.  (Journal of Discourses, v. 8:, p. 227–228)
D&C 46:7 - But ye are commanded in all things to ask of God, who giveth liberally; and that which the Spirit testifies unto you even so I would that ye should do in all holiness of heart, … that ye may not be seduced by evil spirits, or doctrines of devils, or the commandments of men; for some are of men, and others of devils. 

Hugh Nibley - You can search through the scriptures and find support for any theory you want, and it is your privilege to attempt to convince yourself of any position you choose to take - but not to impose that opinion on others as the gospel … The first issue of the Times and Seasons contained a lead editorial to the elders: "Be careful that you teach not for the word of God, the commandments of men, nor the doctrines of men, nor the ordinances of men ... study the word of God and preach it and not your own opinions, for no man's opinion is worth a straw."  (Nibley on the Timely and the Timeless, p. 298-299, Times and Seasons, 1839, 1:13.)   


Personal Comment

In pondering that the servants of the Lord are not perfect, we should remember that Judas Iscariot was a genuine apostle.  So also were some of the men of early LDS history who left the Church.  They were every bit apostles as are the modern ones, albeit they were often much younger and with far fewer years of experience in the Church.  However, it not the personal qualifications of each man that is at issue, but the holy calling he received.
Another event to remember is the risen Lord with Nephites, when he asked the disciples about why they had not recorded all the fulfillments of Samuel’s prophecies  (3 Nephi 23:9-13) .  Chief among those disciples was Nephi, Son of Helaman, and who performed mighty miracles, yet not only had something important been left undone, but that fact was recorded for our benefit and improvement.
Saul rebelled against the Lord, Jonah at first refused to go to Ninevah, and Peter denied three times.  We do not necessarily accept all of the teachings of the great apostle Paul, e.g. the directive that women should not speak in church.



D&C 74:5 - Wherefore, for this cause the apostle wrote unto the church [in 1 Corinthians 7:14], giving unto them a commandment, not of the Lord, but of himself, that a believer should not be united to an unbeliever; except the law of Moses should be done away among them …
Joseph Fielding Smith - It appears that [Paul] wished those in the ministry, if they were single, to remain in that state rather than to marry, for "He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife." (1 Cor. 7:32-33.) Perhaps this was true among the Greeks.    

Some of these teachings, evidently, are the view of Paul the man, but when he spoke by the inspiration which the Lord placed upon him, he commanded that certain officers in the Church must by all means be married men. (1 Tim. 3:2, 12; and Tit. 1:6.)  Then how truly he declared that "nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord." (1 Cor. 11:11.)  (Church History and Modern Revelation, v. 2, p. 44-45.)


