Building Upon Rock
 4-“Not Essential to My Salvation”
Sometimes in a church lesson or conversation we hear this statement: “It is not essential to our salvation.” What do we mean by that?

1. A particular point not worth getting worked up over.

2. “It mattereth not.”  (Alma 40:8)
3. Discussing the point is a waste of time.

4. We should not think about it.

Sometimes the statement is used to dismiss difficult or not fully understood ideas.  This can be a useful tool so that we can move on to more important points in a lesson or in our personal lives when we are pressed for time.  However the validity of the phrase is worth consideration.  There are only 38 occurrences of it and variations on it in the Gospelink 2000 CD-ROM, which contains hundreds of church books.  Most of these occurrences relate to the ordinance of baptism, accepting the Book of Mormon – things that are indeed essential for salvation.  In other words, the statement is applied to an ordinance and to an entire volume of scripture, not to an individual idea.
The term is not frequently used in the negative sense, to dismiss topics of discussion.  Perhaps not coincidentally all of the quotes found on the CD regarding the negative sense are from Elder Bruce R. McConkie and his son Joseph Fielding McConkie.  

The same search at LDS.org is difficult because of design problems in the search engine.  But most significantly the words “essential” and “salvation” never appear together in the same verse of scripture except in the following passage – 

D&C 128:15 – [Referring to the dead,] for their salvation is necessary and essential to our salvation, as Paul says concerning the fathers—that they without us cannot be made perfect—neither can we without our dead be made perfect. 

Interestingly the phrase “essential to our salvation” in this passage does not refer to a teaching or a doctrine, but to a particular work and state of being.

Thus the scriptures never use the phrase to categorize or dismiss topics for personal study or pondering.  “It has been my experience that whenever people discuss the scriptures using non-scriptural terms, they usually get into trouble…” (Stephen E. Robinson, Following Christ: The Parable of the Divers and More Good News, p. 147)
An example to the contrary is Alma regarding the order of the resurrection as pertains to “the wicked as well as the righteous” (Alma 40:19).  
· Nowhere did Alma respond with "Is this essential for my salvation?"

· Nowhere did he just bare his testimony and avoid answering the question.
· Instead he offers his “opinion” (Alma 40:20), which is his best guess – and makes very sure his audience knows it.
Are We Qualified To Judge What Is Essential?

Besides being non-scriptural, another problem is that the phrase forces us to instantly become judges of what actually is essential and what is not.  That is a role we probably are not qualified to fill. Some possible examples are - 

· The Creation – We have been given three accounts of it in scripture and one in the temple.  When the Lord comes again “he shall reveal all things— Things which have passed, and hidden things which no man knew, things of the earth, by which it was made, and the purpose and the end thereof.” (D&C 101:32-33)  Because that has not happened yet, is it unwise to explore what we do have from the scriptures and science about the creation, and to wonder about what we don’t know?  A ‘yes’ answer seems to restrict the Lord’s command to us to study “things both in heaven and in the earth, and under the earth.”  (D&C 88:79)

· Enoch - The story of this mighty prophet and people is in the Book of Moses.  Enoch’s city was taken into heaven, and thereafter righteous people were taken up to join it.  Is knowing this essential?  Interestingly this book was given to the Church in the first year of its existence – long before most of the Doctrine and Covenants.  Why was this teaching so urgent and important?

· The Second Coming - Much of what will occur before this event is unclear.  Should we avoid the subject?  Is a knowledge of the signs of the times not essential to our salvation, as long as live the commandments?  Or does the Lord expect wisdom and understanding from us in addition to our obedience?

· D&C 15 & 16 – The two sections are, word for word, almost completely identical.  Are they both essential?  Why include them both in the Doctrine and Covenants?  Both direct are quotes from the Lord. Which should we exclude from our attention?

· 4 Nephi – In this book we have only 1.5 pages of the golden era of the Nephites.  Is any further learning about this time of great righteousness not essential?

Have We Already Received Everything 
That Is Essential To Our Salvation?

The idea of “essential to our salvation” seems to imply that we have received everything we need, that we need no more.  

The Ninth Article of Faith states,  “…We believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.”  Are these “great and important things” not essential to our salvation?  Are they merely important to the Kingdom but not essential to us personally?

The Book of Mormon contains the fullness of the gospel, yet it does not describe the degrees of glory, the Word of Wisdom and eternal marriage.  If it contains the fullness, is anything beyond it necessary?

Speaking of the degrees of glory, Joseph Smith said regarding what is recorded in D&C 76, “could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.”  (History of the Church, v. 5, p. 402)

We have received all ordinances up to through sacred marriage.  Are there additional ordinances?  Brigham Young taught, “We have not, neither can we receive here, the ordinance and the keys of the resurrection. They will be given to those who have passed off this stage of action and have received their bodies again … They will be ordained, by those who hold the keys of the resurrection, to go forth and resurrect the Saints, just as we receive the ordinance of baptism, then the keys to baptize others for the remission of sins. This is one of the ordinances we can not receive here, and there are many more. (Journal of Discourses, v. 15, p. 137)

Joseph Smith added, “When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at the bottom, and ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top; and so it is with the principles of the gospel - you must begin with the first, and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation.  But it will be a great while after you have passed through the veil before you will have learned them.  It is not all to be comprehended in this world; it will be a great work to learn our salvation and exaltation even beyond the grave.”  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p.306–307)
But Haven’t We Received Every Essential 
Thing For Our Lives In Mortality?

LDS scholar Hugh Nibley wrote, “Implicit and explicit in the concept of a gospel taught by degrees instead of all at once—"line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little, and there a little" (2 Nephi 28:30)—is the idea that the most important, the highest, and the holiest teachings come last. This is the exact opposite of the reasoning of the Christian world today, that the most important teachings must have come first, so that everything essential is known, while anything that may have escaped is not really vital. Few would dispute that the higher and holier a teaching is, the fewer are qualified to hear it: One need only recall the Lord's practice of discussing "the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven" only with his disciples behind closed doors, and of selecting only a few chosen apostles to share in the still greater mysteries such as the transfiguration.”  (Since Cumorah, p.  107-108)
Having one’s “calling and election made sure” (2 Peter 1:2) is possible in this life.  Joseph Smith taught that it requires increasing levels of knowledge and other qualities.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 305)
Brigham Young, immensely able as he was, stated: “I shall not cease learning while I live, nor when I arrive in the spirit-world; but shall there learn with greater facility; and when I again receive my body, I shall learn a thousand times more in a thousand times less time; and then I do not mean to cease learning, but shall still continue my researches.”  (Journal of Discourses, v. 8, p. 10)  Are his “researches” in this life unneeded?
Perhaps the temple itself is a monument not the end of knowledge, progress and ordinances, but to a beginning or an open doorway.  Boyd K. Packer taught, “There is nothing over which I feel more deeply than the temple experience. It seems we never stop learning its meanings. I can remember President McKay in his advanced years, on an occasion when he stood in the temple among the Brethren and quoted the temple ceremony at great length. Just quoted it, and explained it. Then finally he stopped, clasped his large hands together, and stood silent for a little while. Then he said, ‘Brethren, I think I am finally beginning to understand.’"  (Things of the Soul, p. 217)

Wilford Woodruff was very acquainted with the spirit world and goings on there.  During the Millennium we may freely associate with spirit and resurrected beings.  Is that desirable now or is that somehow impractical?

Why Be Concerned Solely with the “Essential”?

With regards to belongings, if someone says “take only what is essential” it is a time of dire circumstances.  Does this describe our current situation in the Church?  Or is this a wonderful time of plenty – a time of abundance of resources, learning and companionship?  Individually many of us are pressed for time, but we certainly do not lack opportunity.  

If our guiding principle is stay solely with the essential, what does that say about us?  The 13th Article of Faith says, “… If there is occasionally something virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we tolerate these things.”  Is this quoted correctly?  If not, what is the right way?  “Occasionally something” means that a few things here and there are allowed.  What is the alternative?  “Tolerate” is a passive action.  What type of action is its replacement?  

D&C 90:15 – … And study and learn, and become acquainted with all good books, and with languages, tongues, and people.

D&C 88:79 – [We are to teach each other] things which are at home, things which are abroad; the wars and the perplexities of the nations, and the judgments which are on the land; and a knowledge also of countries and of kingdoms

Are these things essential?  Remember that this is a commandment of God, even the part about studying the “perplexities of nations”. 

One-Hit Wonders

As stated at the beginning, “essential to my salvation” is frequently heard in the setting of a lesson at church.  More specifically the situation is invariably that of something recalling a lone, obscure reference, very often the quote (or sometimes misquote) of a general authority.  This topic is worth a whole separate article. (See Upon Rock, 1-Fragmentary Knowledge.doc.)
Briefly stated however, the problem is really that of building a picture of understanding based on one or a few fragments.  This is a problem of insufficient quantity of evidence and witnesses.

A second problem is in establishing the quality of the evidence.  This is a significant difficulty among us, especially in neglecting to differentiate clearly between opinion (“I think that”) and revealed word (“Thus saith the Lord”).  Everyone is entitled to opinions and those opinions can be interesting and helpful.  Often there is no fault in expressing them, and even a great Book of Mormon prophet Alma did so (Alma 40:20-21).  

The problem is complicated when a significant church authority states an opinion without clearly identifying it as such.  Some of them have very strong personalities, which come through in the tone of their expression.   Even so, each of us has the responsibility to develop the skills to discern such sand from solid rock.

As an example of a rock solid understanding, consider the Lord’s resurrection.  It is strongly attested by many people, at many different time periods and cultures, and at many different places.

We Should Not Think About It

The necessary-for-salvation statement is often posed as a rhetorical question: “Is it essential to our salvation?”  In some situations it is meant to imply that we should not be discussing a particular point.  The questioner is sees himself as the judge and the hearers are rebuked.
In contrast, the entire restoration of the gospel is founded on this passage –
James 1:5 - If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

D&C 42:68 - Therefore, he that lacketh wisdom, let him ask of me, and I will give him liberally and upbraid him not. - 

James 1:5, New International Version - If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 

upbraid - To charge with something wrong or disgraceful; to reproach; to cast in the teeth … (Websters 1828 Dictionary)

Two More Reasons

This article began with four possible meanings of the phrase “not essential to salvation”.  There are also two additional possibilities.  The first is laziness.  We use the phrase to excuse effort to understand.  An opposite attitude is found in Psalms 119:66, “Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments.”

The second possible reason we sometimes say “not essential to salvation” is a fear deep inside our ego of confessing that we do not fully know an answer.  We feel guilty thinking that we should know, and seek to cover our faults.  We can take great comfort in the Lord’s words in D&C 78:17-19 –

Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye are little children, and ye have not as yet understood how great blessings the Father hath in his own hands and prepared for you;

And ye cannot bear all things now; nevertheless, be of good cheer, for I will lead you along. The kingdom is yours and the blessings thereof are yours, and the riches of eternity are yours.

And he who receiveth all things with thankfulness shall be made glorious; and the things of this earth shall be added unto him, even an hundred fold, yea, more.
(Article by Zan and Misty Larsen)



Additional Material

Michael R. Ash – In D&C 18:8 we learn that the Holy Ghost will “manifest all things which are expedient under the children of men” (emphasis added).  What is “expedient”?  Old Testament prophets had pre-critical and incorrect views of the earth, space, and a multitude of other scientific matters.  Is it expedient for modern-day prophets to have infallible views as the location of the Hill Cumorah, the breadth and depth of Noah’s flood, or the cultural composition of a pre- (or post-) Lehite New World?  Those things that are expedient (profitable or useful) deal with the principles that help us return to God.”  (Shake Faith Syndrome, p. 26)
Neal A. Maxwell - Not only has much more scripture come to us through the Restoration, but as we all know, “many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God” will yet be revealed (see A of F 1:9).  Among those things yet to be revealed one day will be the full book of Enoch.  (“The Wondrous Restoration,” Ensign, Apr. 2003, p. 30)
Is the book of Enoch unnecessary to our salvation?  Likewise with the sealed portion of the golden plates. 

Jeffrey R. Holland - Those sealed plates constitute the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon which Joseph Smith did not translate. Furthermore they will remain sealed, literally as well as figuratively, until "they shall exercise faith in me, saith the Lord, even as the brother of Jared did, that they may become sanctified in me, then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all my revelations, saith Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth, and all things that in them are" (Ether 4:7).  The full measure of this unprecedented and unexcelled vision — "there never were greater things made manifest" (4:4) — are yet to be made known to the children of men.  (From his chapter in Nurturing Faith through the Book of Mormon: The 24th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium, p. 20)
It is interesting that the sealed portion of the plates were even included with plates that the prophet Joseph  translated.  They could have easily been separate, stored elsewhere, and never show to him or to the witnesses.  Why are we made aware of this record, even to the point of knowing that mortals saw it in this age?
PoGP Institute Manual - President Ezra Taft Benson said that “at no time did Joseph reveal everything he learned in the First Vision” (The Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson [1988], 112). We do, however, learn from the Prophet Joseph Smith that during the First Vision the Savior told him that “the fullness of the Gospel should at some future time be made known unto me” (History of the Church, 4:536). In addition, he was told “many other things” that he was unable to write, and in the 1835 account he said that he saw many angels in his vision.  (Pearl of Great Price Institute Manual, p. 56)


There are only 38 occurrences of the phrase “not essential to salvation” in the Gospelink 2000 CD-ROM, and most of those relate to the ordinance of baptism, accepting the Book of Mormon, etc.  Here are the exceptions – 

Search the scriptures. The answers to nearly all important doctrinal questions are found in the standard works or in the sermons and writings of the Prophet Joseph Smith.  If they are not found in these sources, they probably are not essential to salvation and may well be beyond our present spiritual capacity to understand. New revelations will be given when we believe and understand and live in harmony with those truths we have already received. (Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie, p. 229, emphasis added.)
The knowledge of astronomy is not essential to salvation, but the knowledge of the order of the government of heaven is.  (Joseph Fielding McConkie, Gospel Symbolism, p. 8)
A search on “not essential to our salvation” gets only 3 hits, all of which regard accepting the Book of Mormon.  Replacing “our” with “your” gets no hits.  Replacing “our” with “my” gets 3 hits, all of which relate to the same original quote – 

So often questions like this are asked: 'I know it is not essential to my salvation, but I would really like to know how many angels can dance on the head of a pin and if it makes any difference whether the pin is made of brass or bronze?' There is such a thing as getting so tied up with little fly specks on the great canvas which depicts the whole plan of salvation that we lose sight of what the life and the light and the glory of eternal reward are all about (see, for example, Matthew 23:23-25). There is such a thing as virtually useless knowledge, the acquisition of which won't make one iota of difference to the destiny of the kingdom or the salvation of its subjects." (Bruce R. McConkie, Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie, p. 232)
Perhaps only coincidentally all of the quotes found are from Elder McConkie and his son Joseph Fielding McConkie.

Other questions –

1. What will normal people know in the millennium that we don’t know now?

2. How long was each the seven days of creation - 24 hours, 1000 years or undetermined lengths?  

3. Regarding Enoch’s city that was taken into heaven, did it include ground and buildings or was it just the people?

4. Regarding the “Spirit of the Lord” that appeared to Nephi (1 Nephi 11:11), was it the Holy Ghost or the spirit personage of Jesus Christ?



Joseph B. Wirthlin - God has revealed everything necessary for our salvation.  We should teach and dwell on the things that have been revealed and avoid delving into so-called mysteries. My counsel to teachers in the Church, whether they instruct in wards and stakes, Church institutions of higher learning, institutes of religion, seminaries, or even as parents in their homes, is to base their teachings on the scriptures and the words of latter-day prophets” (Ensign, Nov. 1994, p. 77.  Also quoted in “I Have a Question”, Ensign, June 1997, p. 60.)
Elder Wirthlin’s sentence, “God has revealed everything necessary for our salvation”, might present a problem.  If “everything” means ordinances, we humbly exult at the restoration of baptism with authority through highest rites in the temple.  If “everything” also includes doctrines and principles, it may be in tension with the 9th Article of Faith that God “will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God” – unless one assumes these future things are not necessary for our salvation.  One wonders then how they could be termed important.  The sealed portion of the plates of gold is another example.  Moroni described the brother of Jared’s writings as “mighty even as thou art, unto the overpowering of man to read them.” (Ether 12:24)  Who will say that they are also not necessary for our salvation, when we are ready for them?  Lastly we can only wonder what teachings and training exist in the Spirit World that prepare spirits for the resurrection, as well as perhaps other things of which we’re wholly unaware at this stage of our existence.

A response might be, “Well, the Lord has revealed everything we need for now, for this phase of our existence.”  That is certainly worth rejoicing over.  However it can be a limiting perspective.  Why limit ourselves to the here and now?  What wondrous things the prophet Joseph Smith beheld that we do not have in print.  And what wondrous things might mortals know in the Millennium.   All of this we eagerly anticipate.

Taken too far, the idea that God has revealed everything necessary for our salvation can breed the very attitude condemned in the Book of Mormon, “A Bible! A Bible! We have got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Bible” (2 Nephi 29:3).  For example, those who subscribe to the belief likely cannot be bothered to read the Apocrypha despite the Lord’s appraisal of it, “There are many things contained therein that are true” (D&C 91:1), and despite two whole pages of excellent introduction and summary of its main books in the LDS Bible Dictionary (p. 610-611).

Lastly such a closed or limited view can suppress students’ preparation to answer honest inquiries from non-members or to defend the faith.  Elder Maxwell predicted a time when the church would no longer be “outdone by hostile or pseudo-scholars.” (Deposition of a Disciple, 1976, p. 49)  That is now happening.  Living up to that challenge is difficult if we personally disregard any topic that requires significant effort, lest we become pseudo-scholars of our own.  Joseph F. Smith taught, “Of those who speak in his name, the Lord requires humility, not ignorance.” (Gospel Doctrine, p. 205)



Gordon B. Hinckley - As a Church, we encourage gospel scholarship and the search to understand all truth.  Fundamental to our theology is belief in individual freedom of inquiry, thought, and expression. Constructive discussion is a privilege of every Latter-day Saint.  But it is the greater obligation of every Latter-day Saint to move forward the work of the Lord, to strengthen His kingdom on the earth, to teach faith and build testimony in that which God has brought to pass in this, the dispensation of the fulness of times” (Ensign, Sept. 1985, 5–6).

Joseph Smith – … The things of God are of deep import; and time, and experience, and careful and ponderous and solemn thoughts can only find them out. Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the utmost heavens, and search into and contemplate the darkest abyss, and the broad expanse of eternity—thou must commune with God.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 137)

Joseph Smith – The reason we do not have the secrets of the Lord revealed unto us is because we do not keep them but reveal them … even to our enemies … I can keep a secret till Doomsday.  (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 194)
Keith W. Perkins - President Joseph Fielding Smith explained that "these records [D&C 9:2] of ancient inhabitants on this American continent were not translated. It is possible that some of them might have been translated had the people received the Book of Mormon with full purpose of heart and had been faithful to its teachings." fn The Lord had promised Mormon he would try the faith of the people and when they were willing to accept the "lesser part," the Book of Mormon, then He would make known to them the "greater things" (3 Nephi 26:9). President Smith said it is obvious we have not passed the test outlined by Mormon, for we have not received the "greater things" the Lord has in store for us. President Ezra Taft Benson told us: "The Lord has revealed the need to reemphasize the Book of Mormon to get the Church and all the children of Zion out from under condemnation—the scourge and judgment (see D&C 84:54-58)." (From his chapter in The Doctrine and Covenants, a Book of Answers: The 25th Annual Sidney B. Sperry Symposium, p. 63)

Neal A. Maxwell - One day we will have a third book of scripture to go with the record of the Jews, the Bible, and the record of the Nephites, the Book of Mormon.  All three will be testaments of Jesus!  This third book will be the record of the Lost Tribes of Israel, whom Jesus also visited.  (2 Nephi 29:13)  In the distant future, three volumes of scripture bound in white may well lie on the altars of hundreds of temples. (The Neal A. Maxwell Quote Book, p. 297)
Neal A. Maxwell - Today we carry convenient quadruple combinations of the scriptures, but one day, since more scriptures are coming, we may need to pull little red wagons brim with books. Of course, computers may replace wagons. (A Wonderful Flood of Light, p. 18)   
Krister Stendahl (Lutheran bishop and theologian) – I would further see the Book of Mormon as an exponent of one of the striking tendencies in [ancient documents].  I refer to the hunger for further revelation, the insatiable hunger for knowing more than has been revealed so far.  (Reflections on Mormonism, p. 152)
Dallin H. Oaks - Of course, we are not always able to judge what is trivial.  (“Revelation,” New Era, Sep 1982, p. 38)
Joseph Smith - Paul ascended into the third heaven, and he could understand the three principal rounds of Jacob's ladder—the telestial, the terrestrial, and the celestial glories or kingdoms, where Paul saw and heard things which were not lawful for him to utter.  I could explain a hundred-fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision, were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.  The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light and intelligence and knowledge of his sayings as they can bear it.  (History of the Church, v. 5, p. 402.)


The things we do not yet have are not unessential;

We don’t have them because we’re not ready.

This whole issue is like saying math or chemistry is not important because we either cannot comprehend it or because we can be bothered to devote ourselves to learning it.


The book of John ends with: “And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.”  (John 21:25)

Are those other events not necessary and not important?  Would they not contain possibly more mighty miracles, marvelous parables, experiences, events, stunning responses, and teachings? 



Person1: We have received everything that is necessary for our salvation.

Person2: Do you think that nothing happens in the spirit world that is necessary?

Person1: Okay, well, we’ve received everything for this phase of our existence, mortality.

Person2: Why put a boundary on it, namely the passing into the next realm?  What difference does that make?  Joseph Smith, Wilford Woodruff, and others routinely saw into that world.

Person1: Because it’s a different phase, and we only have to worry about this phase for now.

Person2: Why call it “worry”?  Why not call it wonderment and joy?  Are there joys available from beyond this mortal world that we can receive now?  See 3 Nephi 17:17.

Person1: Those things must not be important because we don’t have them.  (Circular reasoning.)

Person2: Joseph Smith said he “could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision” in D&C 76.

Person1: It must not have been important for us.

Person2: So the Lord was just being chatty.  Actually, the reason that Joseph gave was he was not permitted to share them.

Person1: Why would the Lord withhold anything?

Person2: The prophet said that the people were not prepared to receive them.  Perhaps one of the very ways that we are not prepared is that we think we have everything already and either don’t want or don’t care about more.  Giving Christmas and birthday gifts is the same way.



“Necessary for” is a phrase we use to describe a requirement.  For example –
· To survive being trapped in a coal mine, it is necessary …

· To get a passing grade in a class it is necessary …

Certainly there are legal aspects of receiving the gift of eternal life – justice, punishments for violations, mercy and forgiveness of debts.  But perhaps there is more to it than that.
We do not use the phrase “necessary for” in describing other things in life.  For example, we do not say –

I have tried all the desserts necessary to live my life.

I have seen all the views from mountain tops that I need …

Or off-roading trails in southern Utah, or Christmas lights, or flower gardens, or sights through a telescope on a summer night …

So which attitude is more appropriate in describing the highest degree of exaltation?  Is the gospel a matter of obeying or living?  Is it laws and requirements or is it life?

There are lower degrees of celestial, and lower kingdoms than the celestial.  Should a wonderful gift be given to someone who does not yearn for it?  Should this yearning be someone who hungers and thirsts for more wonderful things?

Is it a matter of the requirements of men trapped in a coal mine or has it more to do with flower gardens and Christmas lights, and The Light behind them both?  Is kneeling at the altar in the celestial room a fulfillment of a requirement, or is it much more?  Or is it a view from a high peak to far and brilliant horizons.  Are the mirrors in that room there for more than decoration?  Do they beckon on to see into the eternities, and to see ourselves as we really and we can become?  (See 1 John 3:2 and Moroni 7:48.)
The “necessary for” approach has overtones of austerity and drudgery.  The other approach is of greater and greater wonderment and joy.



By definition,
 if we have received everything necessary,
 then we do not need more scripture.
Certainly, there could be more administrative directives, such as starting or stopping polygamy, extending the priesthood to all worthy males, and building temples.  But as far as doctrines, if we have received everything that is necessary, then logically we need no more understanding.

Extending this thinking, sure, we can get the records of the lost tribes.  But they will contain nothing new other than stories that support well-known principles – which we are already receiving in abundance in the talks in General Conference.  Likewise for the sealed portion of the golden plates.



“Of No Eternal Significance”

Good, Better, Best

Similar to the phrase “not essential to my salvation” is the phrase “it is of no eternal significance”.  Both may appear to be logical offshoots of choosing between good, better and best.  (See Elder Dallin H. Oaks, “Good, Better, Best,” Ensign, Nov 2007, p. 104–108.)  
And if there is a “good, better, and best”, there must be a bad, worse and worst.  These are levels of gradation, conveniently categorized by our language.  In reality of course, there could be myriads of levels for a given situation.  However, best and worst are not the same as significant and insignificant.  The decision by Lucifer to rebel against Heavenly Father in the pre-mortal existence was the worst decision he could make, but it was not insignificant.
The words significant and significance do not exist in scripture.  Therefore the phrase “eternal significance” is not scriptural.  That alone should signal us to be cautious.  (“No eternal significance” only appears once in a search of the Ensign, as of 7/19/09.  It is in a talk from 1976.)  

We might consider significance to be synonymous with importance, which does exist in scripture.  For example:

· “how great the importance” (2 Nephi 2:8)
· “which is of more importance than they all” (Alma 7:7)
· “the most important business of the church” (D&C 107:78)
In each instance significance cannot fully replace importance because importance in these cases includes a sense of “best”, whereas something significant can be good, better, or best, or bad, worse, or worst. 

Another technical problem with the phrase “eternal significance” is usage of the word eternal.  We already live in eternity.  It includes our existence before this life as well as the distant future.  If something is significant now, even if barely so, it is technically significant in eternity (when we will all wear white robes, have sixties hair and mill around with each other in a blurry glow like in the movies).

Moving beyond the technicalities, what we likely mean by “eternal significance” is that something small now will not be important eons from now.  That sounds reasonable, but consider these passages from scripture:

Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  (Matthew 10:29-30)
Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten before God?  But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered ... (Luke 12: 6-7)
Is an individual sparrow significant to God?  The scripture says it is.  And the individual hairs of our head?  Are we  cherished and significant to God down to that level?  He already lives in what we referred to above as “eternity”.  He is already a celestial being.  And hairs and sparrows are significant to him?

Consider this commandment by the Lord to Martin Harris:  
Pay the debt thou hast contracted with the printer.  (D&C 19:35)
Is that commandment of no eternal significance?  Interestingly, the section’s heading says it was “given by him who is Eternal.”  Leaving aside the issue of significance, could we say that the commandment was temporal?
Wherefore, verily I say unto you that all things unto me are spiritual, and not at any time have I given unto you a law which was temporal; neither any man, nor the children of men … (D&C 29:34)
This commandment, even though it seems so tiny, is part of the principles of the celestial kingdom:
And Zion cannot be built up unless it is by the principles of the law of the celestial kingdom; otherwise I cannot receive her unto myself.  (D&C 105:5)
An Example: The Komodo Dragon
A few years ago Salt Lake’s Hogle Zoo had a Komodo Dragon for a limited time.  (It is a big, incredibly deadly lizard.)  People lined up to see the dragon, and were amazed to see one of the legendary creatures in person.
Here is a thought experiment:  Imagine that the Komodo Dragon was permanently housed in a much larger city, and the zoo was open all night too.  Imagine that people saw it day and night.  Even if it merely stepped over to a bush, or munched a cabbage, or even was just asleep – every minute of that animal’s life would be significant to someone.  
There would be some moments that were more exciting and noteworthy than others, but as long as someone caught a glimpse of wonderment, each moment would be important.  The importance would not be on the level of the outbreak of World War II or the moon landing in July of 1969, but still significant.
Now consider a second dragon, shut off in another area and rarely observed by people.  It might have the same actions day by day, and the same sleep by night.  Are the moments of its life not significant?  Are the events important by themselves, or are they important only because of who’s watching?
From the passages in the New Testament, we can reason that a sparrow falling from a tree somewhere in Siberia in the mid-1500s was significant to God.  That fact alone - that he is aware and concerned - is completely sufficient to establish the importance of even the smallest things in our lives.  (This is not to say that we should seek his recommendation on small issues, but being small is not the same as being completely insignificant.)
Is Something Significant Only If We 
Currently Understand How Important It Is?

The answer is obviously no, but it is surprising how quickly we elevate ourselves to judge what is significant and what is not.  As with the phrase “not necessary to our salvation”, we assume we are qualified to make firm and final decisions.  Take for example this passage:

And my father dwelt in a tent. (1 Nephi 2:15)
It is the shortest verse in scripture and is taken lightly among us as an unspoken example of insignificance.  Nephi put that in our scriptures and neither Mormon nor Moroni edited it out.  

The passage is in fact very important.  It means that Lehi was governor of a mini-nation, broken off from Jerusalem, and that new mini-nation was on the move.  It is the beginning of the nations that Lehi’s descendents would become.  It takes far more description to do it justice than its seven short words imply.
Why did we not understand it?

Behold, ye are little children and ye cannot bear all things now; ye must grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.  (D&C 50:40)
That was a loving reproof.  Perhaps though, we might need  “reproving betimes with sharpness” (D&C 121:43).   [By the way, betimes does not mean occasionally; it means now or soon.)   More harshly stated, we fail to understand because we are:
· Lazy.  If we do not understand something, it is therefore unimportant.  “…They will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it is given unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be.”  (2 Nephi 32:7)
· Dismissive.  We blow off things that do not comfortably fit our views, culture and egos (such as Lehi’s tent).  
· Insensitive to things that could by holy.  “Trifle not with sacred things.” (D&C 6:12)
Consider the objects in the object lessons in scripture are not eternally significant, from Jeremiah’s pottery to the Mortal Messiah’s usage of lilies of the field, leaven, and coins.  Taken to an extreme, we could say that such things are insignificant.  If so, why did the Master use them?  He could have easily just taught the principle without the symbol.  Perhaps they are indeed import parts of eternal reality, and lead to even greater realities.
Returning to the idea of us being “little children”, if our current understanding is childlike (and often childish), how can we presume to judge what is insignificant and not necessary?

Perhaps even the smallest trifle might in fact be more important to us in the distant future than we are now ready to accept.  Our mortal existence is a hugely important laboratory that we may well reflect on in eternity with great fascination.  Many of us already remember moments in our past that seemed insignificant at the time but that we now realize were highly important.
Trembling Awareness

Can we conclude then that sparrows and hairs and tents and printer’s invoices and Komodo Dragons are important?  If so, to sense the immensity of God’s understanding and power, fathom it all on a cosmic scale:

And were it possible that man could number the particles of the earth, yea, millions of earths like this, it would not be a beginning to the number of thy creations; and thy curtains are stretched out still; and yet thou art there, and thy bosom is there; and also thou art just; thou art merciful and kind forever; (Moses 7:30)
All those hairs on millions of earths are significant to God, “and [His] curtains are stretched out still”.  What individual act or event, regardless of how small, do we think should have no significance to him?  He who created literally millions of kinds of beetles (that’s millions of species mind you, not a total count of individual bugs currently crawling around).   And that is on this planet alone. 
If the small details are not significant to him, might he not then be God?  If he was not mindful of every little thing, could he miss something somewhere that ends up causing a catastrophe?  In other words, if he does not care about every pebble drifting through space, might a pebble bump into a bigger rock and eventually cause an asteroid to hit an inhabited planet?  Oops!

The god that we believe in, according to the passage above is somehow present everywhere (“yet thou are there”).  He observes and tends to particles, pebbles and planets, all of them.  

Interestingly the passage says “yet thou are there” but follows with “and thy bosom is there”.  A bosom is a chest.  If he is present, then logically so is his chest.  The second phrase seems redundant – insignificant.  And why mention just a particular part of the body?  Why not eye, or hand or foot?

To a man wearing a robe, the chest area is especially handy.  The robe crosses in front and is tied with a belt around the stomach area.  The loose part above the belt in front can be a very nice pocket.  With it he can carry small items even up to a lamb or small child.  An infant placed there could hear the man’s heartbeat and feel the warmth of his chest.  The child would be secure and protected.

“Thy bosom is there” might mean that God’s warmth, protection and care are there – throughout the immensity of space.  No place is too insignificant. 
Perhaps our phrase “no eternal significance” turns out to be not only a misguided notion, but a mournful lack of understanding and respect of the person we worship.



Neal A. Maxwell - All knowledge is not of equal significance. There is no democracy of facts! They are not of equal importance. Something might be factual but unimportant.  Some truths are salvationally significant, and others are not. ("The Inexhaustible Gospel," p. 141, quoted in the Neal A. Maxwell Quote Book, “Knowledge”. )

Perhaps a common ground between this view and that of the essay above is that we cannot always reliably discern between it and the insignificant.  And we should be cautious and humble in assuming that we can.
Perhaps also we should allow for the possibility that it might be “salvationally significant” for given individual to pursue a particular line of study.  Computer programming can refine a person’s reasoning ability, music and art can enrich the soul, and a passion for molecular chemistry is an important part of President Eyring’s father’s way of thinking and lessons of life.  Perhaps those types of endeavors become part of an individual commission by the Lord.  



Joseph Smith - When things that are of the greatest importance are passed over by weak-minded men without even a thought, I want to see truth in all its bearings and hug it to my bosom. (History of The Church, v. 6, p. 477.)


See the section “Vain Mysteries” in Upon Rock, 3-Navigating the Mysteries.doc.



Gospel Hobbies

Bruce R. McConkie - My experience is that people who get themselves ensnared in fruitless contention over the meanings of deep and hidden passages of scripture are usually those who do not have a sound and basic understanding of the simple and basic truths of salvation.  
It is also my experience that people who ride gospel hobbies, who try to qualify themselves as experts in some specialized field, who try to make the whole plan of salvation revolve around some field of particular interest to them-it is my experience that such persons are usually spiritually immature and spiritually unstable.  This includes those who devote themselves - as though by divine appointment – 

· to setting forth the signs of the times; 
· or to expounding about the Second Coming; 
· or, to a faddist intepretation of the Word of Wisdom;
· or, to a twisted emphasis on temple work 
· or any other doctrine or practice.  

The Jews of Jesus' day made themselves hobbiests and extremists in the field of Sabbath observance, and it colored and blackened their whole way of worship.  We would do well to have a sane, rounded, and balanced approach to the whole gospel and all of its doctrines.  (Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie, p. 232.)


I think many of the so-called details are important.  I don't dismiss them.  I'm not qualified to do that.  What I am qualified to do is to dig up all the evidence on both sides, look it over with interest, then move on.


“It Mattereth Not”

Alma 40 – 

5. Now, whether there shall be one time, or a second time, or a third time, that men shall come forth from the dead, it mattereth not; for God knoweth all these things; and it sufficeth me to know that this is the case—that there is a time appointed that all shall rise from the dead.
8. Now whether there is more than one time appointed for men to rise it mattereth not; for all do not die at once, and this mattereth not; all is as one day with God, and time only is measured unto men.
Alma says that a point about the resurrection “mattereth not”.  He says not because it is unimportant, nor is it improper to wonder and ask about it, but because it has to with the nature time, and he implies that mortals on the whole are not able understand it.



Articles of Faith 9 - We believe all that God has revealed, all that He does now reveal, and we believe that He will yet reveal many great and important things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.
D&C 84:44 - For you shall live by every word that proceedeth forth from the mouth of God.
2 Nephi 29:8-9 - Wherefore murmur ye, because that ye shall receive more of my word? … 
… And because that I have spoken one word ye need not suppose that I cannot speak another; for my work is not yet finished; neither shall it be until the end of man, neither from that time henceforth and forever.
2 Nephi 28:30 - I will give unto the children of men line upon line …

D&C 42:61 - If thou shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation upon revelation, knowledge upon knowledge, that thou mayest know the mysteries and peaceable things—that which bringeth joy, that which bringeth life eternal.
D&C 124:41
- For I deign to reveal unto my church things which have been kept hid from before the foundation of the world, things that pertain to the dispensation of the fulness of times. [Nauvoo, January, 1841]


Specific Accounts

D&C 9:2 - And then, behold, other records have I, that I will give unto you power that you may assist to translate. [Spoken to Oliver Cowdery when he was unable to translate the Book of Mormon.  “Other records” therefore refers to things beyond the golden plates.]
D&C 93:18 - And it shall come to pass, that if you are faithful you shall receive the fulness of the record of John.
Mormon 6:6 - … therefore I made this record out of the plates of Nephi, and hid up in the hill Cumorah all the records.  [Because they were hid up, apparently they are to come forth someday.]
Ether 3:13 - And I was about to write more, but I am forbidden; but great and marvelous were the prophecies of Ether …
Ether 12:24 - And thou hast made us that we could write but little, because of the awkwardness of our hands. Behold, thou hast not made us mighty in writing like unto the brother of Jared, for thou madest him that the things which he wrote were mighty even as thou art, unto the overpowering of man to read them.
[Get something about the sealed portion of the plates.]

Ether 12:39-40 - And then shall ye know that I have seen Jesus, and that he hath talked with me face to face, and that he told me in plain humility, even as a man telleth another in mine own language, concerning these things; And only a few have I written, because of my weakness in writing.
John 20:30 - And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book …
John 21:25 - And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.
Joseph Smith - Thy mind, O man! if thou wilt lead a soul unto salvation, must stretch as high as the utmost heavens, and search into and contemplate the darkest abyss, and the broad expanse of eternity—thou must commune with God.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 3, p. 295)
Joseph Smith - While at dinner, I remarked to my family and friends present, that when the earth was sanctified and became like a sea of glass, it would be one great urim and thummim, and the Saints could look in it and see as they are seen. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 279)
Joseph Smith - I could explain a hundred fold more than I ever have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision [in D&C 76], were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them.  The Lord deals with this people as a tender parent with a child, communicating light and intelligence and the knowledge of his ways as they can bear it.  (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 5, p. 402.  Regarding the “hundred fold” Truman Madsen said, “A hundred times more than the present length would be more than the full length of the Doctrine and Covenants.” Joseph Smith the Prophet, p. 43.)



“Cannot be Written”

The occurrences of "cannot be written" in the Text of the Scriptures.

1 Nephi 6:3 - And it mattereth not to me that I am particular to give a full account of all the things of my father, for they cannot be written upon these plates, for I desire the room that I may write of the things of God.

1 Nephi 9:1 - And all these things did my father see, and hear, and speak, as he dwelt in a tent, in the valley of Lemuel, and also a great many more things, which cannot be written upon these plates.

Jacob 3:13 - And a hundredth part of the proceedings of this people, which now began to be numerous, cannot be written upon these plates; but many of their proceedings are written upon the larger plates, and their wars, and their contentions, and the reigns of their kings.

Alma 8:1 - And now it came to pass that Alma returned from the land of Gideon, after having taught the people of Gideon many things which cannot be written, having established the border of the church, according as he had before done in the land of Zarahemla, yea, he returned to his own house at Zarahemla to rest himself from the labors which he had performed.

Helaman 8:3 - For behold, Nephi had spoken unto them concerning the corruptness of their law; yea, many things did Nephi speak which cannot be written; and nothing did he speak which was contrary to the commandments of God.

Helaman 14:1 - And now it came to pass that Samuel, the Lamanite, did prophesy a great many more things which cannot be written.

3 Nephi 5:8 - And there had many things transpired which, in the eyes of some, would be great and marvelous; nevertheless, they cannot all be written in this book; yea, this book cannot contain even a hundredth part of what was done among so many people in the space of twenty and five years;

3 Nephi 7:17 - And he did minister many things unto them; and all of them cannot be written, and a part of them would not suffice, therefore they are not written in this book. And Nephi did minister with apower and with great authority.

3 Nephi 17:15 - And when he had said these words, he himself also knelt upon the earth; and behold he bprayed unto the Father, and the things which he prayed cannot be written, and the multitude did bear record who heard him.

3 Nephi 19:34 - Nevertheless, so great and marvelous were the words which he prayed that they cannot be written, neither can they be uttered by man.

3 Nephi 26:6 - And now there cannot be written in this book even a hundredth part of the things which Jesus did truly teach unto the people;


Examples that seem to be not important –

· AoF 10 – Earth renewed …

· Items from Exquisite_Delicacies.doc.



Interesting the phrase is “necessary for our salvation” and not “necessary for our exaltation”.  Exaltation is to become like God – that very God who is interested in every hair, every sparrow and in the perplexities of nations. 

For what could I write more �than my fathers have written? �For have not they revealed �the plan of salvation? �I say unto you, �Yea; and this sufficeth me.


– Jarom 1:2 �(About 399–361 B.C.  Is the rest of �the Book of Mormon �necessary for our salvation?)





Wherefore murmur ye, �because that ye shall receive �more of my word?


… I speak forth my words according to mine own pleasure. And because that I have spoken one word ye need not suppose that I cannot speak another; for my work is not yet finished; neither shall it be until the end of man, neither from that time henceforth and forever.


 – 2 Nephi 29:8








