The Very Elect Will 
Not  Be Deceived

Joseph Smith Matthew 1:22 - For in those days there shall also arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch, that, if possible, they shall deceive the very elect, who are the elect according to the covenant.  

Matthew 24:24 and Mark 13:22 read “if it were possible”.  The New International Version of Matthew 24:24 says, “For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect--if that were possible.”

Joseph Smith - Woe, woe be to that man or set of men who lift up their hands against God and His witness in these last days: for they shall deceive almost the very chosen ones!  …  False prophets always arise to oppose the true prophets and they will prophesy so very near the truth that they will deceive almost the very chosen ones. (History of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, v. 6, p. 364)
Brigham Young - Were your faith concentrated upon the proper object, your confidence unshaken, your lives pure and holy, every one fulfilling the duties of his or her calling according to the Priesthood and capacity bestowed upon you, you would be filled with the Holy Ghost, and it would be as impossible for any man to deceive and lead you to destruction as for a feather to remain unconsumed in the midst of intense heat.  (Journal of Discourses, vol. 7, p. 277-278)
Joseph F. Smith - To the faithful Latter-day Saint is given the right to know the truth, as God knows it; and no power beneath the celestial kingdom can lead him astray, darken his understanding, becloud his mind or dim his faith or his knowledge of the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  It can't be done, for the light of God shines brighter than the illumination of a falsehood and error; therefore, those who possess the light of Christ, the spirit of revelation and the knowledge of God, rise above all these vagaries in the world; they know of this doctrine, that it is of God and not of man.  (Gospel Doctrine, p. 6)
Who Are the Elect?

D&C 29:7 - And ye are called to bring to pass the gathering of mine elect; for mine elect hear my voice and harden not their hearts.

Isaiah 45:4 - For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.

Psalms 105:6 - O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye children of Jacob his chosen.  135:4 - For the LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himself, and Israel for his peculiar treasure.  (New International Version says: “For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be his treasured possession.”)
George Q. Cannon - We find in the writings of the Apostles mention frequently made of the "elect" and of the "chosen"…  We go into a neighborhood, and we gather in a few.  The great masses of the people pay no attention to the message of salvation that we declare.  Now, who are these that listen?  Why, we might call them very truthfully the "elect," the "chosen," according to the grace of God, as the Apostles so frequently did.  Yes, we are chosen, but it is not because the others are not chosen.  It is because we, in the providence and mercy of God, have had our hearts softened, so that we have believed the truth when we heard it; we have received it and rejoiced in it.  Therefore, we can be rightfully called the elect. 

… But Paul, in this chapter that I have read, tells us who they are plainly; that "they are not all Israel which are of Israel."  [Romans 9:6]  There are a great many that inherit the blessings of the covenant, who are of the seed of Abraham, who do not prove themselves worthy of it, and therefore they are not all Israel.  If they had obeyed the commandments of God they would have been; they would have received all the promises made to the fathers.  (Collected Discourses, v. 2, p. 27 April 1890, “Foreordination And Predestination”)
D&C 84:33-34 - For whoso is faithful unto the obtaining these two priesthoods of which I have spoken, and the magnifying their calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto the renewing of their bodies.  They become the sons of Moses and of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom, and the elect of God.

mag•ni•fy - to cause to be held in greater esteem or respect, to increase in significance, intensify. (www.m-w.com)
Joseph Smith Matthew 1:37 - And whoso treasureth up my word, shall not be deceived …

1 Nephi 22:22 - And the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall not be confounded…

D&C 124:45-46 - And if my people will hearken unto my voice … they shall not be moved out of their place …

D&C 87:8 - Stand ye in holy places, and be not moved …

Teachers’ Commentary

Despite the material above, some still feel that the very elect can indeed be deceived.  They point to a local active member who fell, or likewise to a General Authority decades ago.  The assumption is that the person was deceived – by a particular other person or movement, or just by the ways of the world in general.  

But is it really deception?

Deceive – “To cause to accept as true or valid what is false or invalid.”  (Miriam-Websters, www.m-w.com)  To mislead the mind; to cause to err; to cause to believe what is false, or disbelieve what is true; to impose on; to delude.  (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary)  “Deceive involves the deliberate misrepresentation of the truth.”  (www.answers.com)
Perhaps partly to avoid being judgmental and laying blame, we characterize the person’s departure as a deception.  In doing so we exclude other explanations, thinking there can be no other cause for an active member to leave behind the blessings of the gospel.  

Alma 29:5 - Yea, and I know that good and evil have come before all men; he that knoweth not good from evil is blameless; but he that knoweth good and evil, to him it is given according to his desires ... 

The problem is that for someone who was well established in the gospel and then turned away, there is a significant potential that he or she was not deceived.

Neal A. Maxwell - Circumstances may be used to cause us to call into question our true identity and our past spiritual knowledge.  In fact, is not apostasy a denial of that which was once genuinely known but which now comes to be doubted, discounted, and discarded?  Neglected and unnourished, the tree of testimony is, alas, plucked up and cast out.  But the tree was there, a fact to which its dried branches and roots are stark witness.  (Even As I Am, p. 76)
More likely the turning away is a matter of – 

1. Plainly choosing evil, 

2. Then rationalizing it as good.

Rarely would someone say, “I have made a decision to follow evil.”  Normally the person will characterize the move as a positive one, as a step forward to a better life.  

Isaiah 5:20 - Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness …

Human nature and personal bias shifts the focus of guilt away from the self.  And guilt there is.  The restored gospel is a system of covenants – sacred promises.  How does one who leaves reconcile those promises and commitments?  Normally by ignoring them and hiding from the guilt.

The very core of the plan of salvation is for people to directly choose good or evil.  If choosing evil is wholly or mostly the result of being deceived, then there is no agency.

Perhaps we too quickly blend the meaning of deception with that of self-deception.

Self-deception – A process of denying or rationalizing away the relevance, significance, or importance of opposing evidence and logical argument. (Wikipedia.org)  

Korihor

A classic example of claiming to be deceived is Korihor – 

Alma 30:53 - But behold, the devil hath deceived me; for he appeared unto me in the form of an angel …

That is what most of us remember, but left at that we could conclude that Korihor was an innocent victim.  We should be careful to read the rest of his confession in that verse –

“… And I taught [the devil’s words] because they were pleasing unto the carnal mind; and I taught them, even until I had much success, insomuch that I verily believed that they were true; and for this cause I withstood the truth.”

Some key words –

· “Pleasing to the carnal mind” – Sounds like the words were pleasing to Korihor’s mind.

· “Much success” – What kind of success?  Fame, power and if he was like Nehor (Alma 1:3), financial profit.

· “I [therefore] believed they were true” – Sounds like he wanted them to be true with his whole heart.

And what specific points did he teach, apparently having received them from the devil in the form of an angel?  Here are the highlights -

· There will be no Christ.

· No one can predict the future.

· Repentance is crazy.

· Past prophets are a false tradition.

· There can be no atonement.

· Whatsoever a person does is no crime.

· Commit whoredoms

· When a person dies, that’s the end of their concerns.  (Or maybe the meaning is that there is no life after death.)

· There is no God.  (Alma 30:13-16, 28)
How could a person believe that a heavenly being would deliver a message like that?  Besides, if there is no God then who or what does Korihor think appeared to him?   “Angel” means “messenger” (Webster’s 1828 Dictionary).  If there is no God, then who sent the messenger?  Plainly Korihor was happy to allow for some monumental flaws in his reasoning.

Because Korihor was no dummy, we cannot possibly conclude that he was deceived – unless it is self-deception.  And Korihor took that path to the extreme.  Mormon describes him thus: “he was Anti-Christ” (Alma 30:6).
Neal A. Maxwell – Because Korihor's message was "pleasing to the carnal mind," with all that that implies; success and self-deception were intertwined.  (Plain and Precious Things, p. 70)
[Satan] is so subtle that he might try to get one to opt for a flashy car if that would reinforce one's vanity on which he'd like to rely later on when it really matters.  He clearly seeks to get us attached to ideas that are pleasing to the carnal mind—as Korihor admitted just before his death in a haunting, terminal burst of truth.  Satan will insinuate himself and his ideas into our thoughts and life-style if we will let him.  (Deposition of a Disciple, 13)
Cain

Another example of being deceived is Cain.  Often Church members want to give him the benefit of the doubt, because Satan spoke directly to him and duped him.  However, the scripture does not allow room for doubt:  “And Cain loved Satan more than God” (Moses 5:18).  He was not deceived; he made a very clear choice, based upon selected evidence and its appeal to him.  (For more on Cain’s motivations see Moses 5, Cain.doc.)
Summary

There is another important but subtle twist going on here.  Saying “I was deceived” automatically implies that there is a deceiver.  In other words, the sinner is now recast as a victim and the deceiver is the true culprit.  This shifts blame away from the sinner – and it is incredibly dangerous and obstructs diagnosis and cure.  Certainly the devil is the master deceiver, but if saying “I was deceived by him” is a fair excuse, then any sin can be justified anytime, anywhere.  

Can the very elect be deceived?  No.  If an active member falls away, is it because of being deceived?  Only God can see the heart, but if the person had a real testimony it is very likely that the action is one of choosing the world.  If there is any deception, it is probably self-deception.

 (Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Extra Material

Much of the material for this handout came from Larry E. Dahl incredible chapter titled “The Second Comings of the Lord” in the book Watch and Be Ready, Preparing for the Second Coming of the Lord, p. 144-150.  


Right, Korihor was deceived about as much as I am when I think I can eat a couple dozen hot chocolate chip cookies without it making me sick.  I’m deluding myself.  When I do follow that path, I’m consciously blocking what I very well know to be true of the outcome.

Another example regards most anyone who takes up smoking nowadays.

Dennis Miller – Hey, don’t blame the cigarette makers.  Tobacco companies are being sued way too much.  I admit they’re evil poison-mongers who give other evil poison-mongers a bad name.  Yes, they lie about the addictive nature of their products and get rich doing it.  But come on, tell the truth, we knew they were lying all along.  If you’re saying you didn’t know cigarettes were bad for you, you’re lying through that hole in your trachea.  Of course it causes lung cancer.  Of course it causes emphysema.  It’s smoke!  Would you build a campfire and every hour stand real close and take deep breaths?  How could you not know smoking is bad for you?  Is having teeth the color of caramel corn normal?  Is coughing up your lungs one smoldering chunk at a time normal?  (Ranting Again, p. 330)


As of November 2009, the uses of Matthew 24:24 and JSH 1:22 in General Conference in the past 25 years are contrary to the point of this handout.  Here is every occurrence of “very elect” in the context of those two verses in Conference addresses from 1982 onward -
Gene R. Cook  - The teacher will not teach without authority nor speak independently for himself, knowing that even the very elect can be deceived. (See Matt. 24:24.)  (“Spiritual Guides for Teachers of Righteousness,” Ensign, May 1982, p. 25)
Hugh W. Pinnock - A friend asked me several months ago why so many problems have been plaguing a number of the members of the Church recently. I hesitatingly answered, “Well, the last days are surely approaching when even the elect shall be deceived.” (See  Matt. 24:24.)  (“Learning Our Father’s Will,” Ensign, Nov. 1984, p. 73)
Barbara W. Winder - His temptations are relentless, deceiving many, sometimes even the very elect.  (“Finding Joy in Life,” Ensign, Nov. 1987, p. 95)
Boyd K. Packer - There are promptings from evil sources which are so carefully counterfeited as to deceive even the very elect. (See  Matt. 24:24.)  (“Revelation in a Changing World,” Ensign, Nov. 1989, p. 14)
Richard C. Edgley - Could it be that sometimes they may clothe themselves to appear as righteous shepherds, that even the very elect might be deceived?  (“Keep the Faith,” Ensign, May 1993, p. 11)
Anthony D. Perkins - Jesus Christ prophesied that in the last days even the very elect would be deceived. (See  Matt. 24:24; see also  JS—M 1:22, 37.) (“The Great and Wonderful Love,” Ensign, Nov. 2006, p. 76)

Jeffrey R. Holland - The Savior warned that in the last days even those of the covenant, the very elect, could be deceived by the enemy of truth.  (“Safety for the Soul”, October 2009 General Conference. The footnote states: “See Matthew 24:24; see also Joseph Smith—Matthew 1:22.”)
The lone exception is this brilliant quote –

Aileen H.  Clyde – [These times are] so complicated in fact that “if possible, they shall deceive the very elect, who are the elect according to the covenant” (JS—M 1:22).  What will make it not possible for his disciples to be deceived is the capacity to discern the voice of truth from among all others that ask for our obedience.  The word of God given us in scripture is, indeed, an iron rod which leads us on the path to eternal life.  There the truth is spelled out; it can be held on to; it has been tried in the experience of generations.  But not all truth brings a long tradition of acceptance with it.  It requires us to know it when we see it.  The Spirit must witness these things to us, make us recognize them as true—as of God.  (“What Is Relief Society For?” Ensign, Nov. 1995, p. 96)

Some might say that, either way, the message is the same – study the scriptures, follow the prophets, be active in your ward, etc.  

Our concern regards an underlying message: “No matter how hard you try to be good, Satan can still get you to fall away if he really wants.”  

D&C 50:40-42 - Behold, ye are little children and ye cannot bear all things now; ye must grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth.  Fear not, little children, for you are mine, and I have overcome the world, and you are of them that my Father hath given me;  And none of them that my Father hath given me shall be lost.

Another concern is the notion that intensive scripture study, or viewing the gospel beyond a very simple level, can lead a person to leave the Church.  This is completely unscriptural and absolute nonsense.  As per Joseph F. Smith: “Of those who speak in his name, the Lord requires humility, not ignorance. (Gospel Doctrine, p. 206.  See “Feed My Sheep.doc”.)



Learning Activity D&C 52:14 -19

What is the “pattern” the Lord describes so that we are not be deceived?  D&C 52 - 
v. 14.  And again, I will give unto you a pattern in all things, that ye may not be deceived; for Satan is abroad in the land, and he goeth forth deceiving the nations—

v. 18.  And again, he that is overcome and bringeth not forth fruits, even according to this pattern, is not of me.

v. 19.  Wherefore, by this pattern ye shall know the spirits in all cases under the whole heavens.

(There’s an excellent discussion of this in Larry E. Dahl’s chapter, plus coverage of “as in the days of Noah”.)
D&C 98:15 - For if ye will not abide in my covenant ye are not worthy of me.
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