The Council &  
War in Heaven

In the Council in Heaven, didn’t the 
Savior and Lucifer each present a plan?

Moses 4:1-2 - That Satan, whom thou hast commanded in the name of mine Only Begotten, is the same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying--Behold, here am I, send me … But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the beginning, said unto me -- Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever. 
Abraham 3:27 - And the Lord said:  Whom shall I send?  And one answered like unto the Son of Man: Here am I, send me.  And another answered and said: Here am I, send me.  And the Lord said: I will send the first.
Neal A. Maxwell - It's extremely important to get straight what happened in that premortal council.  It was not an unstructured meeting, nor was it a discussion between plans, nor an idea-producing session, as to how to formulate the plan for salvation and carry it out.  Our Father's plan was known, and the actual question put was whom the Father should send to carry out the plan.  (Abraham 3:27.)   (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 11-12.)
How can Jesus and Lucifer be spirit brothers 
when their characters are so opposite?

Jess L. Christensen - The answer lies in the principle of agency, which has existed from all eternity. (See D&C 93:30–31.)  Of Lucifer, the scripture says that because of rebellion “he became Satan, yea, even the devil, the father of all lies.”  (Moses 4:4.)  Note that he was not created evil, but became Satan by his own choice.
…That brothers would make dramatically different choices is not unusual.  It has happened time and again, as the scriptures attest:  Cain chose to serve Satan; Abel chose to serve God. (See Moses 5:16–18.)  Esau “despised his birthright”; Jacob wanted to honor it.  (Genesis 25:29–34.)  Joseph’s brothers sought to kill him; he sought to preserve them.  (Genesis 37:12–24; Genesis 45:3–11.)
…We can only imagine the sorrow of our Heavenly Father as he watched a loved son incite and lead a rebellion and lose his opportunity for exaltation.  (Ensign, “I Have a Question,” June 1986, p. 25–26.)
Neal A. Maxwell - There are those who reject following the Brethren because they wish to be the leaders.  This is a mortal reflection of Lucifer's bid in the premortal world.  His need for ascendancy was so great that he simply would not follow.  (All These Things Shall Give Thee Experience, p. 110.)
Moses 4:2 – … Beloved and Chosen from the beginning … [Doesn’t Heavenly Father love us all equally?  See 1 Nephi 17:40, D&C 95:12 and Helaman 15:4.  Also note that “beginning” probably means the whole pre-mortal existence, just like “freshman” is the beginning year.]
Lucifer wanted to save all mankind.  
What’s wrong with that?

Moses 4:1 - Behold, here am I, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.  (Emphasis added.)
(In that short passage, the words “I” and “me” appear six times.  Neither word appears in Jesus’ follow-up response.) 

Moses 4:2 -Father, thy will be done, and the glory be thine forever.   
(In addition, he prefaced his statement with “Father”, thereby selflessly putting the focus squarely back on Heavenly Father.  Christ also wanted the glory to remain with the Father “forever”.  Yet it is not Heavenly Father’s nature to retain it solely for himself.)

D&C 93:19-20 - … That you may come unto the Father in my name, and in due time receive of his fulness.  For if you keep my commandments you shall receive of his fulness, and be glorified in me as I am in the Father; therefore, I say unto you, you shall receive grace for grace. 
Revelations 20:6 - Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ and shall reign with him … (Emphasis added.)
Neal A. Maxwell - He wanted glory, not growth; control, not salvation.  His ascendancy meant more to him than our agency.  The devil is a despot … He wanted status without service, power without perfection (‘I will be like the Most High’), and esteem not earned.   (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 12.)
Would Lucifer’s plan have worked?

Moses 4:3-4 - Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and sought to destroy the agency of man … yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to blind men, and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken unto my voice.  (Emphasis added.)
Brigham Young - The Council … said … “Who will redeem the earth, who will go forth and make the sacrifice for the earth and all things it contains?”  The Eldest Son said: “Here am I”: and then he added, “Send me.”  But the second one, which was “Lucifer, [a] Son of the Morning,” said, “Lord, here am I, send me, I will redeem every son and daughter of Adam and Eve that lives on the earth, or that ever goes on the earth.”  “But,” says the Father, “that will not answer at all.  I give [unto] each and every individual his agency; all must use that in order to gain exaltation in my kingdom; inasmuch as they have the power of choice they must exercise that power.  They are my children; the attributes which you see in me are in my children and they must use their agency.  If you undertake to save all, you must save them in unrighteousness and corruption.”   (Discourses of Brigham Young, p. 82–83.)
J. Reuben Clark Jr. - As I read the scriptures, Satan’s plan required one of two things:  Either the compulsion of the mind, the spirit, the intelligence of man, or else saving men in sin.  I question whether the intelligence of man can be compelled.  Certainly men cannot be saved in sin, because the laws of salvation and exaltation are founded in righteousness, not in sin.  (Conference Report, Oct. 1949, p. 193, quoted in the institute manual Doctrines of the Gospel Student Manual, p. 15.)
Dallin H. Oaks - Satan's method of assuring “that one soul shall not be lost” (Moses 4:1) would be to “destroy the agency of man” (Moses 4:3).  Under his plan, Satan would have been our master, and he would have “lead [us] captive at his will” (Moses 4:4).  Without the power of choice, we would have been mere robots or puppets in [Satan’s] hands.  (Monte S. Nyman and Charles D. Tate, Jr., eds., Second Nephi: The Doctrinal Structure, p. 4.)
Why was the conflict in 
heaven called a “war”?

Brent L. Top - The War in Heaven, as set forth in the scriptures, was not merely a figurative event but was a literal occurrence with very real consequences of spiritual death and destruction.  Likewise, the continuation of that conflict here on earth is every bit as real as the wars fought by mortal men and is correspondingly littered with graphic scenes of eternal spiritual carnage.   (The Life Before, p. 131-132.)
Neal A. Maxwell - The casualty rate in the premortal world was 33 percent  (D&C 29:36-37), and Satan's harvest will be high here in the second estate.  Thus what we see about us is a protracted psychodrama reenacting his power play of the premortal world.  (Deposition of a Disciple, p. 12.)
Joseph Fielding Smith - There were no neutrals in the war in heaven.  All took sides either with Christ or with Satan.  Every man had his agency there, and men receive rewards here based upon their actions there, just as they will receive rewards hereafter for deeds done in the body.  (Doctrines of Salvation, 1:65–66 quoted in the institute manual Doctrines of the Gospel Student Manual, p. 15.)
What exactly was the war in heaven about?
Joseph Smith - The contention in heaven was - Jesus said there would be certain souls that would not be saved; and the devil said he would save them all, and laid his plans before the grand council, who gave their vote in favor of Jesus Christ.  So the devil rose up in rebellion against God, and was cast down, with all who put up their heads for him.   (History of The Church, v. 6, p. 314.)
Bible Dictionary - The war broke out because one-third of the spirits refused to accept the appointment of Jesus Christ as the Savior.  Such a refusal was a rebellion against the Father’s plan of redemption.  It was evident that if given agency, some persons would fall short of complete salvation; Lucifer and his followers wanted salvation to come automatically to all who passed through mortality, without regard to individual preference, agency, or voluntary dedication (see Isaiah 14:12-20; Luke 10:18; Revelations 12:4-13; D&C 29:36-38; Moses 4:1-4).  (“War in Heaven,” p. 788.)
Brent L. Top - Although Lucifer made a false offer of salvation without individual responsibility, he gained many followers, and "war in heaven" ensued.  Michael, the archangel (who later was Adam), led the "forces" of Jehovah in a battle for the loyalties of the Father's spirit children.  The exact nature of this war is not detailed in the scriptures, but there can be little doubt that it involved the principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ and how mankind was to be saved … Lucifer and his followers, who were "a third part of the hosts of heaven" (Revelations 12:4; D&C 29:36), made open warfare against the Father, the Son, the Holy Ghost, and the eternal Plan of Salvation and were cast down to earth (cf. Jude 1:6), eternally deprived of being born into mortality with physical bodies, and never to have salvation (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 181, 297-98).  
So tragic was the fall of Lucifer that "the heavens wept over him" (D&C 76:26).  Known on earth as Satan or the devil, Lucifer and his followers still continue the war against the work and the people of God, being permitted to do so to give people opportunity to exercise agency, being "enticed by the one or the other" (2 Nephi 2:16-25).  They will persist until the day of judgment, when Michael, the archangel, and his armies will ultimately prevail and cast them out forever (D&C 88:111-115).   (Encyclopedia of Mormonism, “War in Heaven”, p. 1546.)


Neal A. Maxwell - It is my opinion, not Church doctrine, that one distant day it will even become more apparent than it now is that our loving Father is doing all even He possibly can do to help us!  (Ensign, “The Richness of the Restoration,” Mar. 1998, p. 8.)
(Lesson by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons.)
Extra Material

Moses 4:2 - But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen from the beginning .. .  
Doesn’t Heavenly Father love us all equally?

1. “Beginning” – This could mean the very second that Jesus was born spiritually, but it could also mean the entire pre-mortal existence.  In other words, that period of time (if time existed then as we know it) was the beginning just like being a freshman is the beginning year of college.  If this is so, Jesus could have proved himself through eons of service as justifying being called “beloved”.

2. “Love us all equally” – No, Heavenly Father does not love us all equally.  To be “favored”, as Nephi says in was in the first verse of the Book of Mormon, we must be diligent and want to be with Heavenly Father.  

1 Nephi 17:40 - And he loveth those who will have him to be their God.  Behold, he loved our fathers, and he covenanted with them, yea, even Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and he remembered the covenants which he had made; wherefore, he did bring them out of the land of Egypt.

D&C 95:12 - If you keep not my commandments, the love of the Father shall not continue with you, therefore you shall walk in darkness.

Helaman 15:4 - But behold my brethren, the Lamanites hath he hated because their deeds have been evil continually, and this because of the iniquity of the tradition of their fathers.



Thomas S. Monson - We know that we had our agency before this world was and that Lucifer attempted to take it from us. He had no confidence in the principle of agency or in us and argued for imposed salvation. He insisted that with his plan none would be lost, but he seemed not to recognize—or perhaps not to care—that in addition, none would be any wiser, any stronger, any more compassionate, or any more grateful if his plan were followed.  ("The Three Rs of Choice", Ensign, Nov. 2010, p. 67–70.)


