World Religions
Major Religions of the World Ranked by No. of Adherents (from www.Adherents.com, as of Sep., 2002)
	Christianity
	2 billion

	Islam
	1.3 billion

	Hinduism
	900 million

	Secular/ Nonreligious/

Agnostic/ Atheist
	850 million

	Buddhism
	360 million

	Chinese traditional religion
	225 million

	Primal-indigenous
	150 million

	African Traditional
	95 million

	Sikhism
	23 million

	Juche
	19 million

	Spiritism
	14 million

	Judaism
	14 million

	Baha'i
	6 million

	Jainism
	4 million

	Shinto
	4 million

	Cao Dai
	3 million

	Tenrikyo
	2.4 million

	Neo-Paganism
	1 million

	Unitarian-Universalism
	800 thousand

	Rastafarianism
	700 thousand

	Scientology
	600 thousand

	Zoroastrianism
	150 thousand
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The following material is from Religions of the World, A Latter-day Saint View, an institute manual available from the distribution center.

Eastern and Western Minds

Observations by Hari Dam, student from India at the U. of Minnesota (p. 7) - 

You live in time; we live in space.  You’re always on the move; we’re always at rest.

You’re aggressive; we’re passive.  You like to act; we like to contemplate.

We always hark back to the past; you always look forward to the future.  We pine for the lost paradise; you wait for the millennium.

We accept the world as it is; you try to change it according to your blueprint.  We live in peace with Nature; you try to impose your will on her.

Religion is our first love; we revel in metaphysics.  Science is your passion; you delight in physics.

You believe in freedom of speech; you strive for [expression].  We believe in freedom of silence; we lapse into meditation.

You first love, then you marry.  We first marry, then we love.  Your marriage is the happy end of romance; our marriage is the beginning of a love affair.  Your marriage is a contract; our marriage is an indissoluble bond.

Your love is vocal; our love is mute.  You delight in showing it to others; we try hard to conceal it from the world.

Self-assertiveness is the key to your success; [self-denial] is the secret of our survival.

You’re urged every day to want more and more; we’re taught from the cradle to want less and less.  [Joy of living] is your ideal; conquest of desires is our goal.

We glorify austerity and renunciation; you emphasize gracious living and enjoyment.  Poverty to you is a sign of degradation; it is to us a badge of spiritual elevation.

In the sunset years of life, you retire to enjoy the fruits of your labor; we renounce the world and prepare ourselves for the hereafter.

Reincarnation

More than one-third of the world’s population believe in reincarnation.  It is today a commonly accepted doctrine in the countries of Asia, especially among Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs, and Jains.  Faced with the biblical question, “If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14), the proponents of reincarnation might well respond, “yes, many times! -  and in various forms and circumstances.”  Belief in reincarnation, however, is not confined to the Eastern world.  A 1982 Gallup poll showed that 23 percent of Americans believe in reincarnation.

Joseph Smith made a strong statement on the matter when he taught that reincarnation is a false doctrine originating with the devil.  In the Latter-day Saint view, the doctrine of reincarnation may be thought of as a reminder of the divinely conceived plan of eternal progression that perfection cannot be achieved in the short span of a mortal lifetime.  However, there are special aspects of reincarnation that are contrary to Latter-day Saint teachings.  Reincarnation denies the reality of one death and of the goodness of the body.  Latter-day Saints believe that death is a separation of the spirit and the body.  Resurrection is the reuniting of the same spirit with the essential elements of that same physical body.  In the Resurrection, all will have the privilege of regaining their mortal bodies, which are in God’s image.  The spirit bodies of animals and plants will also, after death, re-inhabit the material bodies they had in mortality.  In the Resurrection the body and the spirit of individual souls will be united, never to be separated again.  The doctrine of the Resurrection negates the belief that the body is merely a casual abode of the spirit, or a tabernacle that is either repeatedly changed or terminated (see Alma 11:45).

The doctrine of reincarnation promotes the idea that a human being is given many opportunities, many future lives, in which to work out his or her salvation.  Latter-day Saints feel that this is consistent with Satan’s strategy to relieve people of any feeling of urgent need to repent of their sins, obey the gospel, and work out their salvation here and now.  It disputes the admonition of Alma:  “This is the time for men to prepare to meet God” (Alma 34:32).

Hinduism

[About 3000 years ago] a group settled in a valley by the Indus River in India.  They spread throughout India.  India became known as Hindustan and the people [were called] Hindus.  The gods of Hinduism are many and varied – some individuals count 96,000, while others suggest there are 330,000 gods or more.  [There are] three high gods…who form a trinity.

The Eastern doctrine of karma does not recognize the phenomenon of deferred justice.  The typical Hindu insights would reject the unfairness of forcing a person who led a righteous pre-mortal existence, as Job undoubtedly did, to suffer undeserved torments in mortality.  In the Eastern view, a person’s karma – not the intervention of deity – is the principal factor in determining his happiness in life.

The Eastern law of karma can operate independent of deity.  A person gets in life what he is fated to get.  Not even a god can make it otherwise.

The Way of Knowledge

Hindus indicate that they have discovered heightened dimensions of spirituality and have sometimes reached expanded states of spiritual awareness.  These states have included a sense of identity with an under girding ultimate spirit in the universe, sometimes called the world soul.  This is a familiar concept to Latter-day Saints, who have studied the 88th section of the Doctrine and Covenants and its descriptions of the pervasiveness of the Spirit of Christ in providing underlying light to the entire universe.

In Latter-day Saint doctrine, the Spirit of Christ “fill[s] the immensity of space” (D&C 88:12) and “lighteth every [person] that cometh into the world” (D&C 93:2).  This sounds similar to descriptions of Brahman in the Upanishads.  Brahman is unlimited and pervasive; so is the Light of Christ.  Brahman is incomprehensible and unthinkable; the Light of Christ also sometimes seems to impact in that way, giving assurances and insights that are beyond human capacity to fully communicate or understand.

The Way of Devotion

In spite of the numerous differences between their traditions, this means common ground on which adherents of the two faiths can meet in understanding.  Not the least of these points of commonality is the term by which Hinduism is more accurately known: dharma [an individual's duty fulfilled by observance of custom or law.].  As Hindus come to know their duty to deity, others, and self through their beliefs, so do Latter-day Saints come to know their duty to God, others, and self through their religion.  Fulfillment of this duty is perceived by both peoples as the course to salvation.

Glossary

Karma – The moral law of cause and effect by which one reaps what one sows.  In Hinduism it becomes a law by which all of one’s deeds, from all of one’s lives, are balanced against each other to determine the nature of one’s next incarnation.

Buddism

In general, Christ and the Buddha believed that covetousness and lust were at the root of human suffering and that men must shake the dust (the cares of this world) from the mirror of their minds and seek to nourish the spirit of the inner man.  Both declared that freedom lies in following a way of life that is devoid of cruelty, falsehood, killing, stealing, and unlawful sexual relations.  Parallels between the life stories and reported sayings of Jesus and the Buddha have intrigued the followers of these two religious leaders, as well as secular scholars at large.  Leaving aside for now the credibility of the narratives and comparing only commonly accepted beliefs, the following resemblances are worthy of note.

1. Both Jesus and the Buddha were foreordained in a pre-mortal spirit world to come forth at a particular time, after examination and selection of the most favorable family, country, race, and mother to which to be physically born.

2. Both entered the womb of their mother in a miraculous manner, having no mortal father.

3. Both were born into a world whose inhabitants’ primordial spiritual bodies had become coarse and gross and who had lost much of their original brilliance.

4. The births of both were accompanied by special heavenly illuminations.

5. Both were recognized in infancy by religious leaders as persons of great promise with special missions to perform among mankind.

6. Both visited holy temples in their youth and displayed unusual precocity and wisdom before their elders: Siddhartha [Buddha] with Asita and Jesus with the scribes and Pharisees.

7. Both launched their ministries early in their thirtieth year following periods of fasting and solitude.

8. Both gained disciples under a fig tree.

9. Both were severely tempted by an evil being (Mara in the one case and Satan in the other).

10. Both selected a council of special disciples and joined with them in carrying out their religious ideals through the way of example.

In addition to these “historical” similarities, agreements in thought and phraseology between the gospels of the New Testament and the Dhammapada of Theravada Buddhism include the following:

1. From Christ:  “Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.  Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also?” (Luke 11:39-40).  From the Buddha:  “What is the use of platted hair, O fool! What of the raiment of goat-skins?  Within thee there is ravening, but on the outside thou makest clean”.

2. Christ:  “[S]trait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matt. 7:14).  “Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped” (Ps. 124:7).  Buddha:  “This world is dark, few only can see here; a few only go to heaven, like birds escaped from the net”.

3. Christ:  “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind.  And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch” (Matt. 15:14).  Buddha:  “As when a string of blind men are clinging one to the other, neither can the foremost see, nor can the middle one see, nor can the hindmost see…”.

4. Jesus said to the woman of Samaria that his salvation is as “living water” (John 4:10-14).  In the Lotus Sutra, the Buddha compares salvation to water for all.

Kuan Yin’s saintly vow of compassion to tarry on the earth in order to uplift those who are burdened by darkness and evil is not something unknown to Christians, who are familiar with episodes in the scriptures of saints, disciples, and prophets who have yearned to remain on earth in order to bring the blessings of salvation to wayward men and women.

Thus, in Latter-day Saint lore there are many stories of persons who continue on earth in compassionate service to others.  Like wise, among [some] Buddhists there are many stories of the ministrations of Kuan Yin.  Chinese Buddhists believe that, as the patron goddess of fisherman, she is guarding the entrance to Keelung Harbor in Taiwan today.

That which is called the individual soul is only a complex of incongruous, transitory elements, a stream of consciousness.  Thus, nirvana is the only permanent reality, a reality of nonexistence.  Latter-day Saints, however, accept a world of external realities.  The spirit and body of a person are considered both real and good before God, and at the Resurrection they will be reunited to experience judgment and, most likely, some degree of salvation and joy.

In [one form of] Buddhism there is no god and no savior.  There is no future life, but only the bliss – or extinction – of nirvana.  Supreme power is not individualized.  

In any variety of Buddhism there is law (intrinsic dharma), but there is no divine Lawgiver and no Father-Creator-God.

In Theravada Buddhism, loving self or loving other individuals is a hindrance to the attainment or the realization of nirvana.  Benevolence can be emphasized, but not individualized love.  All attachments are to be shed.  Latter-day Saints, on the other hand, are expected to show both benevolence and individualized love toward friends and enemies alike and, in particular, to be strongly attached to family members, nurturing, sustaining, and loving them throughout life and beyond.  Those who do not, stand in danger of the judgment of God.

Philosophically speaking, the Buddhist goal transcends all opposites, including good and evil…so that ethical concepts of truth and error, of right and wrong, are largely irrelevant.

Glossary

Nirvana – Release from the limitations of existence and of reincarnation; the supreme goal of the Buddhist endeavor, attainable in this life by right aspiration, purity of life, and the elimination of egoism.

Eightfold Middle Path – The method taught by the Buddha for moral and intellectual self-development leading to enlightenment.  The eight constituent parts are: (1) right views; (2) right thought; (3) right speech; (4) right action; (5) right livelihood; (6) right effort; (7) right mindfulness; and (8) right concentration.

Four Noble Truths – The basic content of the Buddha’s enlightenment that he set forth in his first sermon.  The four truths are: (1) life is painful; (2) the cause of suffering is egoistic desire; (3) the elimination of desire brings the cessation of suffering; and (4) the way to the elimination of desire is the Eightfold Middle Path.

From Chapter 13, Religious Similarities
In Christianity, Jesus said, “Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself” (Matt. 19:19) and “Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them…” (Matt. 7:12).

In Confucianism, when asked by his disciple Tzu Kung, “Is there one maxim which ought to be acted upon throughout one’s life?”  Confucius replied: “Surely the maxim of charity is such: ‘Do not unto others what you would not they should do unto you.’”

In Hinduism, from the Mahabharata [epic poem, 4 times the length of the Bible]: “Do not to others what ye do not wish Done to yourself; and wish for others too What ye desire and long for, for yourself – This is the whole Dharma, heed it well.”

In Islam, one of the [ancient sayings] quotes Muhammad as saying: “None of you [truly] believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himself.”

In Judaism, “What is hateful to you do not to your neighbor; that is the whole Torah, while the rest is the commentary thereof; go and learn it.”

Whence Cometh Their Truths?

How did other world religions get their truths?  LDS people have given five possibilities -

1. Diluted From the Time of Adam - Among Latter-day Saints the most common explanation of religious resemblances is the belief that religious elements that seem harmonious or even universal spring from a common source: the pure gospel of Jesus Christ as once known to all our fathers.  Adam, the first man, received the fullness of the gospel and in turn taught it to his descendants.  But they, yielding to the temptations of the Evil One, sinned and departed from the truth.

2. Common Human Predicament - All humans face problems of birth, life, sex, disease, death, joy, disappointment, and grief.  All ask, Why must we die?  Why must we be sick?  Why must we grow old?  Why must we suffer?  What happens after death?  Thus, common beliefs and practices arise from the common predicaments faced by people; for parallels to Job’s experience are everywhere.

The [many sources] view – that religious beliefs and rituals have arisen spontaneously and independently in various countries but have generally followed uniform patterns of development.

3. Memories from the Pre-Existence - In Latter-day Saint theology, human predispositions of thought and feeling may be viewed as “echoes of eternity”.  After quoting Wordsworth’s famous “Ode: Intimations of Immortality, “ which suggests that the minds and spirits of mankind come to earth

Not in entire forgetfulness,…

But trailing clouds of glory do we come 

From God, who is our home,

Joseph Fielding Smith comments that “there may be times when flashes of remembrance of these former days come to us.”  He later quotes Orson F. Whitney, a member of the Council of the Twelve, who explains that “more than once, upon hearing a noble sentiment expressed, though unable to recall that I had ever heard it until then, I have found myself in sympathy with it, was thrilled by it, and felt as if I had always known it.”

4. Divine Inspiration - Even those who have never heard of Christ are granted the Spirit and Light of Christ.  In the Book of Mormon, Christ told the brother of Jared, “In me shall all humankind have life” (Ether 3:14).  In a revelation to Joseph Smith, the Lord explained:

[W]hatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  And the Spirit giveth light to every man that cometh into the world; and the Spirit enlighteneth every man through the world, that hearkeneth to the voice of the Spirit. (D&C 84:45-46)

Brigham Young, who taught that there has never been “a man or woman upon the face of the earth, from the days of Adam to this day, who has not been enlightened, instructed, and taught by the revelations of Jesus Christ.”

[He] observed:  “Do you suppose the Hindoos have the light of the Spirit of Christ?  I know they have; and so have the Hottentots, and so has every nation and kingdom upon the face of the earth, even thou some of them may be cannibals.”

Orson F. Whitney teaches that Zarathustra, the Buddha, and Confucius “were servants of the Lord in a lesser sense, and were sent to those pagan or heathen nations to give them the measure of truth that a wise Providence had allotted to them.”  These leaders, along with others, “have been used from the beginning to help along the Lord’s work – might auxiliaries in the hands of an Almighty God, carrying out his purposes, consciously or unconsciously.

God raises up wise men and prophets here and there among all the children of men, of their own tongue and nationality, speaking to them through means that they can comprehend; not always giving a fullness of truth such as may be found in the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ; but always giving that measure of truth that the people are prepared to receive.  Mormonism holds, then, that all the great teachers are servants of God; among all nations and in all ages.  They are inspired men, appointed to instruct God’s children according to the conditions in the midst of which he finds them.

George A. Smith believes that Muhammad “was no doubt raised up by God on purpose to scourge the world for their idolatry.

Moses Thatcher, another member of the Council of the Twelve of the Church, is “struck by the profound philosophy, pure morality, and comprehensiveness exhibited in the writings of Confucius and Mencius and the Chinese sages” as “divinely inspired, far-reaching and heavenly doctrines.”  Likewise, in a KSL radio address in 1927, Elder Matthew Cowley expressed his belief that “Confucius understood the doctrine of repentance” and that on the basis of his teachings on purity and virtue “one would almost believe that the gospel was borrowed from Confucius.”

5. The Devil Invention Theory - In the words of Elder Milton R. Hunter, the devil “has exerted a powerful influence upon mortal beings…in counterfeiting the true principles and ordinances of the gospel.”

Jacob, the Book of Mormon prophet, has explained that people can become angels to the devil; for Satan, who beguiled our first parents, is capable of stirring up the hearts of their posterity to participate in works of darkness by transforming himself “nigh unto an angel of light” (2 Ne. 9:9)

[For some], apparent similarities to the restored gospel found in the religions of the world should be considered as satanic substitutes – counterfeit attractions mistakenly suggesting, among other possibilities, that all roads lead to heaven.

Conclusion

For Latter-day Saints, only inspiration from the Lord can provide the answers as to which of these five possibilities is dominant in a particular case.

Quotes by President Hinckley

We want to be good neighbors; we want to be good friends.  We feel we can differ theologically with people without being disagreeable in any sense.  We hope they feel the same way toward us.  We have many friends and many associations with people who are not of our faith, with whom we deal constantly, and we have a wonderful relationship.  It disturbs me when I hear about any antagonisms…I don’t think they are necessary.  I hope that we can overcome them…

Be friendly.  Be understanding.  Be tolerant.  Be considerate.  Be respectful of the opinions and feelings of other people.  Recognize their virtues; don’t look for their faults.  Look for their strengths and their virtues, and you will find strength and virtues that will be helpful in your own life. (p. 4)

When I was interviewed by Mike Wallace on the 60 Minutes program, he asked me if I actually believed [the First Vision]. I replied, "Yes, sir. That's the miracle of it."

That is the way I feel about it. Our whole strength rests on the validity of that vision. It either occurred or it did not occur. If it did not, then this work is a fraud. If it did, then it is the most important and wonderful work under the heavens.

Reflect upon it, my brethren and sisters. For centuries the heavens remained sealed. Good men and women, not a few—really great and wonderful people—tried to correct, strengthen, and improve their systems of worship and their body of doctrine. To them I pay honor and respect. How much better the world is because of their bold action. While I believe their work was inspired, it was not favored with the opening of the heavens, with the appearance of Deity.

… We love those of other churches. We work with them in good causes. We respect them. But we must never forget our roots. Those roots lie deep in the soil of the opening of this, the final dispensation, the dispensation of the fullness of times. (October Conference 2002, “The Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith”)

(Lesson by Elder and Sister Larsen)

Leaders of 280 million Dalits meet to renounce Hinduism

www.Cumorah.com, posted November 22, 2001

On November 4, 2001, between 80,000 and 100,000 Dalits ('untouchables') gathered in Delhi, India, to formally renounce Hinduism. The gathering, which was originally expected to draw over 1 million Dalits from across India, was realized on a much smaller scale due in large part to the last-minute actions of Indian authorities who canceled trains, blocked roads, and turned away tens of thousands of Dalits from the legally-organized gathering. 

During the meeting, prominent Dalit leaders renounced Hinduism and formally converted to Buddhism. The gathering was also addressed by prominent native Indian Christian Protestants, including Dr. K.P. Yohannan, President and Founder of Gospel For Asia, a Christian movement that sponsors over 10,000 native missionaries in India and South Asia. Dalits were invited to investigate Christianity, with the Christian message being presented along with the Buddhist message with the full support of Dalit leaders. 

The meeting in Delhi marks the beginning of a large movement that is expected to involve very large numbers of India's 280 million Dalits in coming months and years. The movement is perhaps not so much about religion, as about respect. Nonetheless, the wide-reaching opportunities that this movement is generating have garnered the attention of numerous Protestant groups which are responding by printing hundreds of thousands of copies of the New Testament and millions of tracts, stepping up radio broadcasts in local Indian languages, and more. 

While the Indian government has declared the discrimination based on the caste system to be illegal, casteism still remains firmly entrenched in Indian society. Casteism remains one of the world's last -- and by far the largest and most wide-reaching -- apartheid-type systems. Caste-based violence remains widespread, with one young couple recently being hanged by their own parents because of caste differences. Dalits are frequently denied jobs and even subjected to violence because of their caste. 

As outcasts of their own Hindu society, Dalits have become the core of one of the world's fastest-growing Christian movements. Dalits constitute 60% of India's 30 million Christians. Most individuals are surprised to learn that India sends out more Christian missionaries than any country in the world, except for the United States! Protestantism in India has experienced phenomenal growth, with over 44,000 full-time native missionaries serving mainly in cross-cultural settings in India and many serving elsewhere in South Asia. Indeed, if present trends continue, India appears likely to overtake the United States as the world's leading missionary sender within the next ten to fifteen years. For a country with only 30 million Christians, the rate of mission service among Protestants is unrivalled anywhere in the world. The efforts of these missionaries have also been highly fruitful. Gospel For Asia, a startup group only twenty years old, now fields over 10,000 native missionaries who start an average of more than six new congregations a day across India. That is more than twice as many congregations as the sixty thousand Latter-day Saint missionaries organize each day in the entire world. 

Other Protestant groups in India with large-scale visions for evangelization have experienced similar success, with the Seventh-day Adventists adding over 100,000 active new members in the first six months of 2001 alone, and expect to add approximately 200,000 new members over the course of the year. Considering that the highest number of active Latter-day Saints in any country in the world outside of the United States is 205,000 in Mexico, and that with 18 full-time missions after over 150 years of proselyting, the growth of Protestant groups in India with very high activity rates and high member requirements is nothing less than spectacular. 

While LDS missionaries first entered India over 150 years ago, the Church has as yet experienced little growth in the subcontinent that is home to one-sixth of the world's population and over 30 languages spoken by more than one million people. A native Indian LDS returned missionary who served in India states: 'The Church is growing, but not as rapidly as we'd like.' One of the greatest challenges is developing an awareness of opportunities in India among Latter-day Saint members in the West. Greater awareness of the abundant opportunities and possibilities in India will be necessary for the strategic planning and implementation of effective, well-coordinated LDS outreach efforts of meaningful scale in the future.
D&C 10:51-52 - Yea, that it might be free unto all of whatsoever nation, kindred, tongue, or people they may be.  And now, behold, according to their faith in their prayers will I bring this part of my gospel to the knowledge of my people. Behold, I do not bring it to destroy that which they have received, but to build it up.
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