Truths from Other Religions

Excerpts from the institute manual 
“Religions of the World, A Latter-day Saint View”

Hinduism: “The Way of Knowledge”  (p. 29-30)
Hindus indicate that they have discovered heightened dimensions of spirituality and have sometimes reached expanded states of spiritual awareness.  These states have included a sense of identity with an under girding ultimate spirit in the universe, sometimes called the world soul.  This is a familiar concept to Latter-day Saints, who have studied the 88th section of the Doctrine and Covenants and its descriptions of the pervasiveness of the Spirit of Christ in providing underlying light to the entire universe.

In Latter-day Saint doctrine, the Spirit of Christ “fill[s] the immensity of space” (D&C 88:12) and “lighteth every [person] that cometh into the world” (D&C 93:2).  This sounds similar to descriptions of Brahman in the Upanishads.  Brahman is unlimited and pervasive; so is the Light of Christ.  Brahman is incomprehensible and unthinkable; the Light of Christ also sometimes seems to impact in that way, giving assurances and insights that are beyond human capacity to fully communicate or understand.

Buddhism  (p. 66-67)
In general, Christ and the Buddha believed that covetousness and lust were at the root of human suffering and that men must shake the dust (the cares of this world) from the mirror of their minds and seek to nourish the spirit of the inner man.  Both declared that freedom lies in following a way of life that is devoid of cruelty, falsehood, killing, stealing, and unlawful sexual relations. 

1. Both Jesus and the Buddha were foreordained in a pre-mortal spirit world to come forth at a particular time, after examination and selection of the most favorable family, country, race, and mother to which to be physically born.

2. Both entered the womb of their mother in a miraculous manner, having no mortal father.

3. Both were born into a world whose inhabitants’ primordial spiritual bodies had become coarse and gross and who had lost much of their original brilliance.

4. The births of both were accompanied by special heavenly illuminations.

5. Both were recognized in infancy by religious leaders as persons of great promise with special missions to perform among mankind.

6. Both visited holy temples in their youth and displayed unusual precocity and wisdom before their elders: Siddhartha [Buddha] with Asita and Jesus with the scribes and Pharisees.

7. Both launched their ministries early in their thirtieth year following periods of fasting and solitude.

8. Both gained disciples under a fig tree.

9. Both were severely tempted by an evil being (Mara in the one case and Satan in the other).

10. Both selected a council of special disciples and joined with them in carrying out their religious ideals through the way of example.

The Golden Rule  (p. 245)
In Christianity, Jesus said, “Thou shalt love they neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 19:19) and “Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them…” (Matthew 7:12).

In Confucianism, when asked by his disciple Tzu Kung, “Is there one maxim which ought to be acted upon throughout one’s life?” Confucius [551-479 BC] replied: “Surely the maxim of charity is such: ‘Do not unto others what you would not they should do unto you.’” 
In Hinduism, from the Mahabharata [epic poem, 4 times the length of the Bible, 5th century BC]: “Do not to others what ye do not wish Done to yourself; and wish for others too What ye desire and long for, for yourself – This is the whole Dharma, heed it well.”

In Islam, one of the [ancient sayings] quotes Muhammad [572-632 AD] as saying: “None of you [truly] believes until he wishes for his brother what he wishes for himself.”

In Judaism [60 BC – 10 AD], “What is hateful to you do not to your neighbor; that is the whole Torah, while the rest is the commentary thereof; go and learn it.”

Whence Cometh Their Truths?

How did other world religions get their truths?  LDS people have given five possibilities -
1. Diluted From the Time of Adam  (p. 246)
Among Latter-day Saints the most common explanation of religious resemblances is the belief that religious elements that seem harmonious or even universal spring from a common source: the pure gospel of Jesus Christ as once known to all our fathers.  Adam, the first man, received the fullness of the gospel and in turn taught it to his descendants.  But they, yielding to the temptations of the Evil One, sinned and departed from the truth.
2. Common Human Predicament  (p. 247)
All humans face problems of birth, life, sex, disease, death, joy, disappointment, and grief.  All ask, Why must we die?  Why must we be sick?  Why must we grow old?  Why must we suffer?  What happens after death?  Thus, common beliefs and practices arise from the common predicaments faced by people; for parallels to Job’s experience are everywhere.

There is a view that religious beliefs and rituals have arisen spontaneously and independently in various countries but have generally followed uniform patterns of development. 
3. Memories from the Pre-Mortal Existence  (p. 248)
In Latter-day Saint theology, human predispositions of thought and feeling may be viewed as “echoes of eternity”.  
After quoting Wordsworth’s famous “Ode: Intimations of Immortality,” which suggests that the minds and spirits of mankind come to earth “not in entire forgetfulness … but trailing clouds of glory do we come from God, who is our home”, Joseph Fielding Smith comments that “there may be times when flashes of remembrance of these former days come to us.”  He later quotes Orson F. Whitney, a member of the Council of the Twelve, who explains that “more than once, upon hearing a noble sentiment expressed, though unable to recall that I had ever heard it until then, I have found myself in sympathy with it, was thrilled by it, and felt as if I had always known it.”
4. Divine Inspiration  (p. 249-251)
Even those who have never heard of Christ are granted the Spirit and Light of Christ.  In the Book of Mormon, Christ told the brother of Jared, “In me shall all humankind have life” (Ether 3:14).  In a revelation to Joseph Smith, the Lord explained:

Whatsoever is light is Spirit, even the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  And the Spirit giveth light to every man that cometh into the world; and the Spirit enlighteneth every man through the world, that hearkeneth to the voice of the Spirit. (D&C 84:45-46)
Brigham Young, who taught that there has never been “a man or woman upon the face of the earth, from the days of Adam to this day, who has not been enlightened, instructed, and taught by the revelations of Jesus Christ.”

[He] observed:  “Do you suppose the Hindoos have the light of the Spirit of Christ?  I know they have; and so have the Hottentots, and so has every nation and kingdom upon the face of the earth, even though some of them may be cannibals.”

Orson F. Whitney teaches that Zarathustra, the Buddha, and Confucius “were servants of the Lord in a lesser sense, and were sent to those pagan or heathen nations to give them the measure of truth that a wise Providence had allotted to them.”  These leaders, along with others, “have been used from the beginning to help along the Lord’s work – mighty auxiliaries in the hands of an Almighty God, carrying out his purposes, consciously or unconsciously.

B. H. Roberts summarizes: “… God raises up wise men and prophets here and there among all the children of men, of their own tongue and nationality, speaking to them through means that they can comprehend; not always giving a fullness of truth such as may be found in the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ; but always giving that measure of truth that the people are prepared to receive.  Mormonism holds, then, that all the great teachers are servants of God; among all nations and in all ages.  They are inspired men, appointed to instruct God’s children according to the conditions in the midst of which he finds them.”
George A. Smith believed that Muhammad “was no doubt raised up by God on purpose to scourge the world for their idolatry.”  
Moses Thatcher, another member of the Council of the Twelve of the Church, was “struck by the profound philosophy, pure morality, and comprehensiveness exhibited in the writings of Confucius and Mencius and the Chinese sages” as “divinely inspired, far-reaching and heavenly doctrines.”  Likewise, in a KSL radio address in 1927, Elder Matthew Cowley expressed his belief that “Confucius understood the doctrine of repentance” and that on the basis of his teachings on purity and virtue “one would almost believe that the gospel was borrowed from Confucius.”
5. The Devil Invention Theory  (p. 251)
In the words of Elder Milton R. Hunter, the devil “has exerted a powerful influence upon mortal beings…in counterfeiting the true principles and ordinances of the gospel.”

Jacob, the Book of Mormon prophet, has explained that people can become angels to the devil; for Satan, who beguiled our first parents, is capable of stirring up the hearts of their posterity to participate in works of darkness by transforming himself “nigh unto an angel of light” (2 Nephi 9:9)
[For some], apparent similarities to the restored gospel found in the religions of the world should be considered as satanic substitutes – counterfeit attractions mistakenly suggesting, among other possibilities, that all roads lead to heaven.

Conclusion  (p. 252)
For Latter-day Saints, only inspiration from the Lord can provide the answers as to which of these five possibilities is dominant in a particular case.
Gordon B.  Hinckley - We want to be good neighbors; we want to be good friends.  We feel we can differ theologically with people without being disagreeable in any sense.  We hope they feel the same way toward us.  We have many friends and many associations with people who are not of our faith, with whom we deal constantly, and we have a wonderful relationship.  It disturbs me when I hear about any antagonisms … I don’t think they are necessary.  I hope that we can overcome them … 
Be friendly.  Be understanding.  Be tolerant.  Be considerate.  Be respectful of the opinions and feelings of other people.  Recognize their virtues; don’t look for their faults.  Look for their strengths and their virtues, and you will find strength and virtues that will be helpful in your own life. (p. 4.  Also in Ensign, Dec 1995,  p. 66–67)
When I was interviewed by Mike Wallace on the 60 Minutes program, he asked me if I actually believed [the First Vision].  I replied, "Yes, sir.  That's the miracle of it."  That is the way I feel about it.  Our whole strength rests on the validity of that vision.  It either occurred or it did not occur.  If it did not, then this work is a fraud.  If it did, then it is the most important and wonderful work under the heavens.

Reflect upon it, my brethren and sisters.  For centuries the heavens remained sealed.  Good men and women, not a few—really great and wonderful people—tried to correct, strengthen, and improve their systems of worship and their body of doctrine.  To them I pay honor and respect.  How much better the world is because of their bold action.  While I believe their work was inspired, it was not favored with the opening of the heavens, with the appearance of Deity.

… We love those of other churches.  We work with them in good causes.  We respect them.  But we must never forget our roots.  Those roots lie deep in the soil of the opening of this, the final dispensation, the dispensation of the fullness of times.  (“The Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith,” Ensign, Nov. 2002, p. 78)
Let me say that we appreciate the truth in all churches and the good which they do. We say to the people, in effect, you bring with you all the good that you have, and then let us see if we can add to it. That is the spirit of this work. That is the essence of our missionary service.  (Ensign, Aug. 1998, p. 72)
D&C 10:51-52 - Yea, that it might be free unto all of whatsoever nation, kindred, tongue, or people they may be.  And now, behold, according to their faith in their prayers will I bring this part of my gospel to the knowledge of my people. Behold, I do not bring it to destroy that which they have received, but to build it up.            
(by Zan and Misty Larsen, www.elarsen.net/lessons)

Extra Material



More from the institute manual regarding Buddhism -

In addition to these “historical” similarities, agreements in thought and phraseology between the gospels of the New Testament and the Dhammapada of Theravada Buddhism include the following:

1. From Christ:  “Now do ye Pharisees make clean the outside of the cup and the platter; but your inward part is full of ravening and wickedness.  Ye fools, did not he that made that which is without make that which is within also?” (Luke 11:39-40).  From the Buddha:  “What is the use of platted hair, O fool! What of the raiment of goat-skins?  Within thee there is ravening, but on the outside thou makest clean”.

2. Christ:  “Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” (Matthew 7:14).  “Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are escaped” (Psalms 124:7).  Buddha:  “This world is dark, few only can see here; a few only go to heaven, like birds escaped from the net”.

3. Christ:  “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind.  And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch” (Matthew 15:14).  Buddha:  “As when a string of blind men are clinging one to the other, neither can the foremost see, nor can the middle one see, nor can the hindmost see…”.

4. Jesus said to the woman of Samaria that his salvation is as “living water” (John 4:10-14).  In the Lotus Sutra, the Buddha compares salvation to water for all.



Joseph Smith - But while one portion of the human race is judging and condemning the other without mercy, the Great Parent of the universe looks upon the whole of the human family with a fatherly care and paternal regard; He views them as His offspring, and without any of those contracted feelings that influence the children of men, causes "His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”  He holds the reins of judgment in His hands; He is a wise Lawgiver, and will judge all men, not according to the narrow, contracted notions of men, but, "according to the deeds done in the body whether they be good or evil," or whether these deeds were done in England, America, Spain, Turkey, or India.  He will judge them, "not according to what they have not, but according to what they have," those who have lived without law, will be judged without law, and those who have a law, will be judged by that law.  We need not doubt the wisdom and intelligence of the Great Jehovah; He will award judgment or mercy to all nations according to their several deserts, their means of obtaining intelligence, the laws by which they are governed, the facilities afforded them of obtaining correct information, and His inscrutable designs in relation to the human family; and when the designs of God shall be made manifest, and the curtain of futurity be withdrawn, we shall all of us eventually have to confess that the Judge of all the earth has done right … (Encyclopedia of Joseph Smith's Teachings, p. 6)  

The U.S. Constitution 
(as an example of revelation to those outside of the covenant)
Neal A. Maxwell - One such cluster [of divine declarations] has to do with the unique founding of this American nation, wherein the Lord revealed that He had established the Constitution of the United States "by the hands of wise men whom [He] raised up unto this very purpose" (D&C 101:80). No parallel declaration exists with regard to the constitution of any other nation, ours being the first written constitution. Given in 1833 in Ohio, these verses were part of the Kirtland cascade of revelations. Moreover, revealed words, such as "unto this very purpose," clearly remind us that God's hand is in the details of such things - sometimes obviously, sometimes subtly.
… The late historian Barbara Tuchman noted how our Founding Fathers have been called "the most remarkable generation of public men in the history of the United States or perhaps of any other nation." She observed that "it would be invaluable if we could know what produced this burst of talent from a base of only two and a half million inhabitants" (March of Folly, p. 18).
… Clearly, God cares about how power is handled everywhere. It is likewise clear that He also desires to protect all mortals by means of certain rights and principles:  "According to the laws and constitution of the people, which I have suffered to be established, and should be maintained for the rights and protection of all flesh, according to just and holy principles" (D&C 101:77).  (Moving in His Majesty and Power, p. 31-37)
Presentation Notes

· Explain common Christian understanding - the concept that gospel understanding is an evolution.  At the time of the apostles in the New Testament, gospel understanding hit its peak and therefore no more revelation is needed.

· Have the students take turns reading verses from Moses 5:4-15, 5:55–59 and 6:58-68.  While doing so have them name all the elements of the gospel in this section of scripture.

· While reading the scriptural passages, write on the board the elements of the gospel that the students find.  Use that list to exclaim how fully Adam and Eve were given the gospel.  Show a graph on the board of standard Christian understanding that gospel knowledge evolved from primitives in the Old Testament through the enlightenment of the New Testament and even people like John Calvin who really delivered the proper perspective.  Contrast that view with what the book of Moses gives us, right in the first year of the restored Church.  Most of us would not notice if the verses we just read disappeared from our scriptures, but how important they are!  We can accept the possibilities in the Dead Sea Scrolls that many think of as unique in Jesus Christ but were actually given before (like baptism).  We can go forward without feeling threatened when other religions have great truths.
· Show the institute manual "Religions of the World" and review it.  Show also the book "Gospel Through the Ages".
This handout is mainly a smaller version of the document "World Religions, Eastern.doc".  A companion document is "World Religions, Islam.doc".

Leaders of 280 million Dalits 
meet to renounce Hinduism

(www.Cumorah.com, posted November 22, 2001)
On November 4, 2001, between 80,000 and 100,000 Dalits ('untouchables') gathered in Delhi, India, to formally renounce Hinduism. The gathering, which was originally expected to draw over 1 million Dalits from across India, was realized on a much smaller scale due in large part to the last-minute actions of Indian authorities who canceled trains, blocked roads, and turned away tens of thousands of Dalits from the legally-organized gathering. 

During the meeting, prominent Dalit leaders renounced Hinduism and formally converted to Buddhism. The gathering was also addressed by prominent native Indian Christian Protestants, including Dr. K.P. Yohannan, President and Founder of Gospel For Asia, a Christian movement that sponsors over 10,000 native missionaries in India and South Asia. Dalits were invited to investigate Christianity, with the Christian message being presented along with the Buddhist message with the full support of Dalit leaders. 

The meeting in Delhi marks the beginning of a large movement that is expected to involve very large numbers of India's 280 million Dalits in coming months and years. The movement is perhaps not so much about religion, as about respect. Nonetheless, the wide-reaching opportunities that this movement is generating have garnered the attention of numerous Protestant groups which are responding by printing hundreds of thousands of copies of the New Testament and millions of tracts, stepping up radio broadcasts in local Indian languages, and more. 

While the Indian government has declared the discrimination based on the caste system to be illegal, casteism still remains firmly entrenched in Indian society. Casteism remains one of the world's last -- and by far the largest and most wide-reaching -- apartheid-type systems. Caste-based violence remains widespread, with one young couple recently being hanged by their own parents because of caste differences. Dalits are frequently denied jobs and even subjected to violence because of their caste. 

As outcasts of their own Hindu society, Dalits have become the core of one of the world's fastest-growing Christian movements. Dalits constitute 60% of India's 30 million Christians. Most individuals are surprised to learn that India sends out more Christian missionaries than any country in the world, except for the United States! Protestantism in India has experienced phenomenal growth, with over 44,000 full-time native missionaries serving mainly in cross-cultural settings in India and many serving elsewhere in South Asia. Indeed, if present trends continue, India appears likely to overtake the United States as the world's leading missionary sender within the next ten to fifteen years. For a country with only 30 million Christians, the rate of mission service among Protestants is unrivalled anywhere in the world. The efforts of these missionaries have also been highly fruitful. Gospel For Asia, a startup group only twenty years old, now fields over 10,000 native missionaries who start an average of more than six new congregations a day across India. That is more than twice as many congregations as the sixty thousand Latter-day Saint missionaries organize each day in the entire world. 

Other Protestant groups in India with large-scale visions for evangelization have experienced similar success, with the Seventh-day Adventists adding over 100,000 active new members in the first six months of 2001 alone, and expect to add approximately 200,000 new members over the course of the year. Considering that the highest number of active Latter-day Saints in any country in the world outside of the United States is 205,000 in Mexico, and that with 18 full-time missions after over 150 years of proselyting, the growth of Protestant groups in India with very high activity rates and high member requirements is nothing less than spectacular. 

While LDS missionaries first entered India over 150 years ago, the Church has as yet experienced little growth in the subcontinent that is home to one-sixth of the world's population and over 30 languages spoken by more than one million people. A native Indian LDS returned missionary who served in India states: 'The Church is growing, but not as rapidly as we'd like.' One of the greatest challenges is developing an awareness of opportunities in India among Latter-day Saint members in the West. Greater awareness of the abundant opportunities and possibilities in India will be necessary for the strategic planning and implementation of effective, well-coordinated LDS outreach efforts of meaningful scale in the future.









